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THE  ROMANCE    OF  DIPLOMACY. 


MEMOIRS  AND  CORBESPONDENCE 

OF 

SIR    EGBERT  MURRAY  KEITH,    K.B. 


Amongst  the  most  interesting  as  well  as.  dis- 
tinguished of  Sir  E.  M.  Keith's  familiar  corres- 
pondents was  the  celebrated  Marshal  Conway, 
better  known,  perhaps,  to  the  reader  of  modern 
times  from  the  letters  and  memoirs  of  Horace 
Walpole  than  from  the  conspicuous  part  which 
his  talents,  and,  still  more,  his  rare  integrity, 
assigned  to  him  in  the  military  and  political 
history  of  his  time.  He  was  the  second  son  of 
Fjancis  first  Lord*  Conway  5  Secretary  in  Ireland 
during  the  viceroyalty  of  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire; Secretary  of  State  in  1765;  Lieutenant- 
Greneral  of  the  Ordnance  in  1770;  Commander- 
in-Chief  in  1782  ;  and  a  Field-Marshal  in  1793. 

Of  the  chivalric  character  by  which,  in  early 
youth,  this  delightful  man  was  distinguished,  and 
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which  accompanied  him,  not  only  to  the  field 
of  fame,  but  through  all  the  crooked  politics  of  a 
factious  period,  we  find  abundant  traits  in  the 
letters  of  Horace  Walpole.*  He  thus  writes  in 
May,  1745:  — 

**Mt  Dear  Harry, 

"  As  gloriously  as  you  have  set  out,  yet 
I  despair  of  seeing  you  a  perfect  hero !  You 
have  none  of  the  charming  violences  which  are 
so  essential  to  that  character.  You  write  as 
coolly,  after  behaving  well  in  a  battle,  as  you 
fought  in  it.  Can  your  friends  flatter  them- 
selves with  seeing  you,  one  day  or  other,  be  the 
death  of  thousands,  when  you  wish  for  peace  in 
three  days  after  your  first  engagement  f;  and 
laugh  at  the  ambition  of  those  who  have  given 
you  this  opportunity  of  distinguishing  yourself? 
With  the  person  of  an  Oroondates,  and  the  cour- 
age, you  have  all  the  compassion,  the  reason,  and 
the  reflection  of  one  who  never  read  a  romance. 
Can  we  ever  hope  you  will  make  a  figure,  when 

*  Of  Conway,  Walpole,  so  generally  depreciatory  of  every 
one,  says,  "  In  an  age  wherein  honesty  could  boast  but  of  few 
genuine  martyrs,  Conway  was  certainly  the  most  distinguished. 
He  never  ceased  to  attest  his  attachment  to  virtue  at  the  risk 
of  a  most  precarious  fortune ;  and  he  had  one  merit  that  added 
to  the  beauty  of  his  character,  and  in  which  he  was  singular, 
that  he  never  mixed  party  or  faction  with  his  line  of  conduct" 

t  The  battle  of  Fontenoy,  in  which  Mr.  Conway  greatly 
distinguished  himself.  This  vehement  wish  for  peace,  charac- 
terised through  life  one  who  was  nevertheless  often  styled  a 
**  bom  warrior.'* 
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you  only  fight  because  it  was  righf  you  should, 
and  not  because  you  hated  the  French,  or  loved 
destroying  mankind  ?  This  is  so  un-English,  so 
un-heroic,  that  I  despair  of  you ! " 

Of  the  person  in  which  this  lofty,  yet  **  tender 
and  kindly"  soul  was  appropriately  enshrined, 
Walpole  gives,  in  a  supposed  fragment  of  ro- 
mance, the  following  description:  "Elmedorus 
was  tall  and  perfectly  well  made,  his  face  oval, 
his  features  regularly  handsome,  but  not  ef- 
feminate; his  complexion  sentimentally  brown, 
with  not  much  colour ;  his  teeth  fine,  and  fore- 
head agreeably  low,  round  which  his  black  hair 
curled  naturally  nd  beautifully.  His  eyes  were 
black  too,  but  had  nothing  fierce  or  insolent,  on 
the  contrary,  a  certain  melancholy  swimmingness, 
that  described  hopeless  love,  rather  than  a  na- 
tural amorous  languish.  His  exploits  in  war 
have  endeared  his  memory  to  all  admirers  of  true 
chivalry,  as  the  mournful  elegies  which  he  poured 
out  among  the  desert  rocks  of  Caledonia*,  will 
ever  preserve  his  name  in  the  flowing  annals  of 
poesy." 

In  1749,  he  thus  writes:  — 

"In  the  church  of  Chenys,  Mr.  Conway  put 
on  an  old  helmet  we  foimd  there.    You  cannot 


*  Mr.  Conway  was  then  (Oct.  1746)  in  Scotland,  where  he 
had  accompanied  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  as  his  aide-de-camp. 
On  some  love  verses  he  had  sent  from  thence,  Walpole  makes 
the  remark  (characteristic  of  the  temper  of  the  times)  that  "no 
Scotchman  was  capable  of  such  thoughts,  though  a  Scotch 
tooman  might  inspire  them." 
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imagine  how  it  suited  him,  how  antique  and 
handsome  he  looked ;  you  would  have  taken  him 
for  Einaldo." 

The  next  extract,  in  1755,  thus  compliments 
him  in  the  new  field  of  politics,  as  Irish  Secre- 
tary:— 

*^  Never  make  excuses  for  a  letter  that  tells 
one  as  many  agreeable  things  as  your  last ;  that 
you  have  accommodated  all  your  politics  to  your 
satisfaction,  and  may  I  be  allowed  to  say,  greatly 
to  your  credit.  What  could  you  tell  me  that 
would  please  me  so  much?  You  have  tran- 
quillised  a  nation,  have  repaired  your  master's 
honour,  and  secured  the  peace  of  your  adminis- 
tration." 

To  Mr.  Conway's  domestic  happiness  with 
the  Coimtess  of  Aylesbury  (daughter  to  the  Duke 
of  Argyle,  whom  he  had  married  in  1748)  we 
have  the  following,  among  many  agreeable  allu-  . 
sions,  in  a  letter  to  this  lady,  written  in  1760, 
from  the  celebrated  Manor  of  WhicheTwvre, 

"  Well,  Madam  !  If  I  had  known  where  I  was 
coming,  you  and  Mr.  Conway  should  have  come 
with  me.  Do  you  know,  this  is  the  individual 
manor-house  where  married  ladies  may  have  a 
flitch  of  bacon  upon  the  easiest  terms  in  the 
world  ?  I  should  have  expected  the  owner  would 
be  ruined,  and  that  the  park  would  be  stocked 
with  hogs  instead  of  deer.  On  the  contrary,  it 
is  thirty  years  since  the  flitch  was  claimed,  and 
Mr.  Offley  was  never  so  near  losing  one  as  when 
you  and  Mr.  Conway  were  at  Eagley.    Are  you 
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not  ashamed.  Madam,  never  to  have  put  in  your 
claim  ?  I  have  a  great  mind  to  take  my  oath 
on  your  behalf,  that  neither  of  you  would,  if  at 
liberty,  prefer  anybody  else  —  ^ne  fairer y  rie 
fouLeVy  and  I  could  easily  get  twenty  persona 
to  swear  the  sama  Therefore,  unless  you  wish  to 
convince  the  world  that  your  apparent  harmony 
is  a  counterfeit,  you  must  send  me  a  letter  of 
attorney  to  claim  the  flitch  in  your  name.  But 
you  had  better,  if  you  love  a  prospect,  or  bacon, 
come  in  person,  for  you  will  see  a  little  paradise, 
the  more  like  the  antique  one,  that  (by  what  I 
have  said)  married  couples  are  driven  out  of  it." 

The  eflfects  of  his  hero's  safety  (after  one  of 
the  battles  in  Germany  in  1761)  on  the  heart  not 
usually  too  sensitive  of  Walpole,  will  give  an  idea 
of  its  value  to  his  friends  in  general. 

**  I  bought  the  victory  by  two  terrible  hours 
to-day.  I  heard  of  the  battle  two  hours  before 
I  could  hear  a  word  of  Mr.  Conway.  I  sent  all 
round  the  world,  and  went  half  round  it  myself. 
I  have  cried  and  laughed,  and  trembled  and 
danced.  I  will  now  preach  at  Paul's  Cross.  In 
short,  I  am  serious  in  the  height  of  all  my  joy. 
God  is  very  good  to  you,  my  dear  Madam;  I 
thank  him  for  you,  I  thank  him  for  myself;  it 
is  very  unalloyed  pleasure  we  taste  at  this  mo- 
ment My  heart  is  so  expanded,  I  could  write 
to  the  last  scrap  of  my  paper ;  but  I  won't." 

Lest  the  above,  to  the  hero's  wife,  should  be 
thought  exaggerated,  we  have  this  corroboration 
in  a  letter  to  George  Montagu :  — 

B  3 
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"I  think  few  things  will  make  you  happier 
than  to  hear  that  we  have  totally  defeated  the 
French  combined  armies,  and  that  Mr.  Conway 
is  aafe.  If  this  victory  produces  a  peace,  I  shall 
be  happy  for  mankind;  if  not,  I  shall  content 
myself  with  the  simple  but  pure  joy  of  Mr. 
Conway  being  safe." 

To  the  disinterestedness  of  the  friend  thus 
highly  valued,  we  have  many  scattered  tri- 
butes, but  none  more  heartfelt  than  the  fol- 
lowing. On  Mr.  Pitt  accepting  the  Chatham 
peerage  and  a  pension,  Walpole  exclaims,  **  Oh  I 
my  dear  Harry,  I  beg  you  on  my  knees,  keep 
your  virtue ;  do  let  me  think  there  is  still  upon 
earth  one  man  who  despises  money ! " 

On  another  occasion,  he  writes  to  him :  — 

**  How  can  one  build  on  virtue  and  fame  both  ? 
when  do  they  go  together?  In  my  passion  I 
could  almost  wish  you  were  as  worthless  and 
great  as  the  King  of  Prussia !  If  conscience  is  a 
punishment,  is  it  not  a  reward  too  ?  Go  to  that 
silent  tribimal,  and  be  satisfied  with  its  sen- 
tence." 

On  his  friend's  entrance  into  ojfice  in  1765,  he 
thus  writes  to  George  Montagu :  — 

**  You  will  not  dislike  to  hear  that  Mr.  Conway 
does  not  take  the  appointments  of  Secretary  of 
State.*  If  it  grows  the  fashion  to  give  up  about 
4000i,  a  year,  this  ministry  will  last  for  ever." 

*  Haying  desired  (on  a  former  occasion)  to  hold  the  Ordnance 
without  the  salary,  the  King  told  him  "  he  was  a  phenomenon  I" 
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In  June,  1774,  Greneral  Conway  set  out,  on 
the  frequent  and  strenuous  invitations  of  Sir 
E.  Murray  Keith,  on  a  tour  of  military  observa- 
tion through  Flanders,  Germany,  Prussia,  and 
part  of  Hungary.  It  was  from  this  period  that 
their  correspondence  (which  was,  as  well  as  their 
friendship,  of  much  older  standing*)  was  most 
closely  carried  on ;  nearer  intercourse  having 
ripened  the  warmth  of  the  feelings  towards  each 
other  of  such  congenial  spirits.  One  letter  alone 
of  Sir  E.  M.  Keith's  (to  his  father)  during  this 
period,  has  been  preserved,  giving  a  graphic  de- 
scription of  the  portion  of  this  excursion  which  the 
friends  enjoyed  together.  Those  of  Greneral  Conway 
will  speak  for  themselves.  One  or  two  of  an 
earlier  date,  and  on  a  diflferent  subject,  will  com- 
plete the  picture,  which  other  correspondents  of 
1773  had  drawn,  of  the  naval  glories  of  Britain, 
as  well  as  exhibit  the  opinions  on  society  of  one 
so  well  qualified  to  adorn  it. 

GENERAL  CONWAY  TO  SIR  R.   M.   KEITH. 

'''Park Bace,  April  I2tk,  1773. 

"Dear  Sir, 

"  One  is  seldom  quite  so  punctual  as  one 
intends :  I  am  not,  God  knows !  and  I  too  often 
experience  the  same  remissness  from  my  friends ; 
both  with  regret  always  —  but  'tis  the  lot  of 
human  correspondence,  and  one  must  be  patient 
under  it. 

*  They  had  served  together  in  the  Seven  Years'  War  in 
G-ermany. 

B  4 
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*^  I  am  happy  in  hearing  my  friend  Lord  Stor- 
mont*  is  honoured  as  he  ought  to  be  at  Vienna ; 
it  gives  one  a  good  opinion  of  the  Viennois  ;  and 
in  return,  I  know  he  found  the  society  he  lived  in 
there  very  amiable.  It  was  confined,  I  believe, 
and  from  that,  much  the  more  agreeable.  That 
of  London  is  much  too  diflfuse ;  it  has  grown  so 
very  sensibly,  in  my  time  t>  and  now  is  a  folly 
not  confined  to  the  grand,  or  beau  Taonde^  but 
circulates  and  pervades  all  orders  of  people,  at 
least  all  quarters  of  the  town.  I  was  myself  the 
other  night  invited  to  an  assembly,  very  near 
the  Tower^  where  we  found  two  very  genteel 
rooms  crammed  with  card-tables,  great  caps,  and 
maccaroni  heads.  In  one  thing  they  exceeded 
us ;  for,  besides^  tea  and  lemonade,  there  was  a 
large  proportion  of  wine  and  punch  constantly 
ofiering  itself  at  your  elbow,  which  gave  me  a 
high  idea  of  the  sociable  disposition  of  the  ladies 
of  that  quarter. 

"We  are  at  this  moment  retired  from  assem- 
blies of  all  sorts,  thank  Grod !  and  are  enjoying, 
during  the  short  recess  of  Easter  holidays,  that 
kind  of  society  which,  of  all  others,  suits  my 
taste  the  most;  which  is  that  of  a  few  intimate 
and  easy  friends  in  the  country.  The  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Argyle,  Lady  Betty,  the  Fitzroys,  and 
Lord  F.  Cavendish  are  now  here.  Where  there 
is  ease  and  intimacy,  there  always  must  be  mirth  ; 


♦  Sir  Eobert  Murray  Keith's  predecessor  in  the  embassy, 
t  What  would  the  writer  have  thought  of  modem  London  ? 
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in  short,  one's  friends^  so  culled  and  sifted  from 
the  mass,  seem  a  diflferent  sort  of  beings,  and 
well  they  lAay,  when  one  may  taste  and  relish  them 
distinctly;  whereas  a  London  assembly*  is  a 
hotch-potch,  or  pudding  of  such  heterogeneous 
composition  as  leaves  no  distinct  flavour  of  any 
kind. 

^^  You  are  very  good  to  be  mindful  of,  and  to 
remind  me  of  my  scheme  for  making  you  a  visit 
at  Vienna ;  and  I  assure  you  it  is  more  than  pos- 
sible it  may  be  realised  sooner  perhaps  than  you 
imagine.  I  know  few  things  that  would  give 
me  more  pleasure  than  accepting  your  kind  in- 
vitation, if  I  do  bring  myself  to  set  my  foot  on 
the  Continent,  which  I  have  several  temptations 
to  do,  and  have  long  meditated.  I  have  heard  that 
the  King  of  Prussia  is  to  have  a  grand  camp  some 
time  in  June.  As  you  are  in  the  way  of  hearing 
this  kind  of  news  authentically,  will  you  kindly 
let  me  know  if  anything  is  fixed. 

**It  is  now  high  time  to  release  you;  accept 
Lady  Aylesbury's  compliments,  and  believe  me, 
with  sincere  regard  and  esteem, 

**  Your  most  faithful  and  aflfectionate, 

«H.  S.  C." 

*  As  a  contrast  to  the  City  assembly  above  described,  we  may 
extract  from  another  letter  the  postscript  relating  to  a  fashion- 
able riunion  of  the  same  period.  "Last  night  we  had  a  most 
snmptnons  entertainment  at  the  French  Ambassador's.  There 
were  places  at  snpper  for  near  four  hundred  people,  and  all 
elegantly  served.  The  newest  thing  was  three  quadrilles,  or 
parties  of  four  couple  each,  who  danced  a  new  figure  dance, 
well  performed.  They  were  not  quite  in  fancy  dresses,  but 
uniform" 
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**P.S.— --I  am  ashamed  to  have  got  through 
this  tedious  letter  without  wishing  you  joy,  as  I 
do  very  sincerely,  of  the  honourable  and  advan- 
.  tageous  promotion  of  your  brother." 

In  June  of  the  same  year  he  thus  wrote,  post- 
poning till  the  following  his  intended  tour :  — 

■  "  Tark  Flace,  June  ZOth,  1773. 

**Dear  Sir, 

**I  am  ashamed  of  not  writing  sooner, 
;  and  almost  equally  ashamed  to  write.     As  to  the 

/  first,  I  have  all  the  common  excuses  of  London, 

J  and  Parliament,  and   business,  and  hurry,   &c., 

}  to  allege ;  but  the  true  reason  was,  that  I  was 

*  meditating  and  in  doubt  about  my  journey.     And 

(  now  that  I  must  say,  alas  1  that  I  am  quasi  re- 

[  -^  solved,  I  am  more  ashamed,  and  more  sorry  by 

.  much ;  by  which  you  may  know  what  that  reso- 

;  lution  is.     Don't  accuse  me  rashly  of  fickleness, 

;  still  less  of  want  of  the  strongest  inclination  to 

;  execute  my  scheme,  and  particularly  that  part 

\  of  it  which  regards  yourself.      But  first.  Lord 

\  Stormont  will  not  be  in  Paris:   we  expect  him 

here  almost    daily;    next,    my    friend    Colonel 
(  Philipps,  who  was  to  have  been  my  companion, 

has  some  private  business  which  prevents  his 
going  this  summer.  There  are  no  French  re- 
views, and  no  Prussian  now  to  be  expected ;  and  I 
could  add  some  personal  matters  not  worth  trou- 
bling you  with.  The  result  of  the  whole  is,  that 
the  summer  being  so  far  spent,  I  shall  defer  with 
infinite  regret  the  pleasure  I  had  promised  myself  in 
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seeing  you  till  the  next,  when  I  hope  nothing  may 
occur  to  prevent  me.  I  confess  it  is  precarious 
always,  and,  therefore,  doubly  disagreeable  to  defer 
a  thing  one  likes,  for  so  many  months,  perhaps 
near  a  year.  At  a  certain  time  of  life,  many 
distant  flights  are  not  to  be  aimed  at.  I  confess 
I  have  great  pleasure  and  amusement  in  them, 
almost  the  same  as  ever ;  in  some  respects,  per- 
haps, more,  though  not  exactly  of  the  same  kind. 
Thank  God !  I  shall  not  run,  or  rather  limp,  after 
Opera  girls,  like  poor  Lord  Harrington,  in  pink 
and  green,  nor  fly  after  trinkets  and  fashions ;  but 
the  solid  pleasure  of  seeing  some  banished  friends 
r  love,  and  many  countries  and  things  worthy 
of  a  manly  curiosity,  are  motives  one  need  not 
be  ashamed  of  at  any  age.  Hamilton  invites  and 
tempts  me  strongly  to  push  on  to  Naples ;  if  I 
could  add  that  to  the  happiness  of  visiting  your- 
self and  Lord  Stormont,  my  satisfaction  would  be 
complete.  All  this,  by  an  early  departure  next 
summer,  I  might  possibly  accomplish;  however, 
should  the  Italian  part  be  more  en  Fair,  the 
other,  I  hope,  will  hardly  fail.  Pray  don't  you 
think  of  being  in  the  fashion  of  leaving  your  post 
till  next  year  is  past ;  theUy  indeed,  I  may  think 
it  a  very  reasonable  thing. 

*^I  am  just  come  back  from  the  *  Voyage  de 
Portsmouth,'  and  with  my  ears  and  head  so  full 
of  great  guns,  that  it  has  almost  driven  every 
other  idea  out.  All  the  details  of  that  naval 
campaign  you'll  have  heard  so  much  of,  that  it 
would  be  cruel  to  persecute  you  with  them  ;  and 
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yet,  what  else  can  one  have  to  say  ?  It  was  a 
noble  and  a  brilliant  sight,  and  a  delightful  noise 
and  hurry.  One  could  not  help  a  little  mis- 
chievously regretting  that  it  was  all  mere  show ; 
for,  if  half  the  powder  had  been  spent  in  anj^hing 
but  salutes,  it  would  probably  have  procured  us  half 
a  dozen  victories.  The  weather  was  delightful, 
and  his  Majesty  pleased  beyond  measure.  He 
seemed  quite  like  a  little  god  of  the  ocean ;  and 
no  sooner  had  he  enjoyed  his  fine  weather,  and 
the  brilliant  sun  which  for  two  days  gilt  that 
moving  picture,  than  he  wished  for  a  little  agi- 
tation, and  lo !  a  squall  or  two  came,  au  poi/nt 
nomm6  !  I  am  told  it  gave  his  Majesty  a  speci- 
men how  monarchs  feel  when  they  are  sea-sick; 
but  I  speak  by  mere  hearsay,  as  it  was  the 
last  day,  and  he  spent  it  entirely  in  his  yacht. 
I  might  have  found  some  little  subject  of  morti- 
fication, that  the  other  element  so  absorbed  all 
attention,  and  depreciated  my  engineering  and 
poor  little  ear^A- works  for  defence  of  the  Docks. 
His  Majesty,  indeed,  made  the  tour  of  them,  and 
seemed  very  well  pleased;  but  few  cared,  or 
knew,  or  thought  anything  about  them. 

"  The  thing  was,  on  the  whole,  well  imagined, 
and  fortunately  executed.  A  king  should  see 
his  people  and  be  seen  by  them ;  a  king  of  a 
free  country,  at  least,  should  not  be  shut  up  like 
an  eastern  monarch.  The  scene  for  his  first  ex- 
cursion was  well  chosen ;  and,  now  he  has  tried 
his  wings,  I  hope  and  dare  say  it  will  not  be  the 
la^t. 
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"  Adieu.    I  have  tired  you  and  almost  myself. 
**  Believe  me,  with  the  truest  regard, 
"  Your  most  faithful  and  afifectionate  friend, 

«H.  S.  C." 

The  period  for  realising  the  interrupted  pro- 
jects of  the  former  year  drawing  near.  General 
Conway  thus  acknowledges  the  timely  infor- 
mation communicated  to  him  by  Sir  Bobert 
Keith. 

"London,  April  26th,  1774. 

"Dear  Sir, 

**  I  return  you  a  thousand  thanks  for  your 
intelligence  of  the  motions  of  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty ;  for  you  judged  perfectly  right  in  supposing 
him  to  be  a  principal  object  of  my  curiosity  and 
attention ;  combined  with  what  he  is  so  much  a 
part  of,  viz.,  his  troops,  and  their  manoeuvres  — 
certainly  the  first. 

**The  time  fixed  for  his  encampments  falls 
out  luckily  enough  for  my  little  projects.  The 
King  honours  the  Blues  with  his  notice  this  year, 
and  the  day  at  present  fixed  for  the  review  is 
the  6th  of  June.  My  design  is  to  set  out  imme- 
diately after,  and  the  plan  of  my  journey  is 
through  Flanders,  where  I  propose  to  see  some 
of  the  French  garrisons,  the  Austrian,  as  far  as 
they  lie  cleverly  in  my  way ;  but  as  their  gar- 
risons are  thin,  and  I  hope  to  see  so  much  of 
their  troops  in  another  situation,  I  am  more  in- 
different to  that. 

"  From  Flanders,  I  shall  go  of  course  to  pay  my 
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devoirs  to  our  old  commander,  and  much  hon- 
oured friend,  Duke  Ferdinand.*  This  is  the  out- 
line of  my  plan,  to  be  filled  up  by  such  occasional 
excursions  as  the  incitement  of  particular  objects 
may  occasion.  I  should  like  to  aim  both  at 
Berlin  and  Saxony,  if  within  my  reach.  I  have 
heard,  within  this  day  or  two,  that  the  King 
of  Prussia  will  have  his  grand  reviews  in  May ; 
if  so,  I  doubt  I  must  give  them  up,  though  with 
great  regret;  and  in  that  case  content  myself 
with  peeping  at  his  person  and  town,  which  I 
have  never  seen. 

"Whatever  advice  and  assistance  you,  who  are 
such  a  citizen  of  the  world,  can  give  to  such  a 
poor  young  traveller^  will  be  thankfully  re- 
ceived ;  and  what  objects  you  point  out  as  worthy 
of  admiration  or  curiosity,  will  be  carefully  at- 
tended to. 

"  In  the  meantime,  I  feel  as  I  ought,  the  kind- 
ness of  your  friendly  invitation.  I  know  no 
sight  equal  to  the  countenance  of  a  cordial  friend. 
In  having  any  way  contributed  to  your  being  in 
the  situation  you  hold,  I  have  served  his  Majesty 
and  the  public.  But,  indeed,  you  placed  your^ 
self  where  you  are.  'Tis  little  to  put  a  man 
upon  the  stage  if  he  does  not  know  how  to  act 
there;  and  my  small  share  in  it  is  amply  paid 
by  any  part  in  a  friendship  which  I  esteem  so 
valuable. 

"Have    you  got    Lord   Chesterfield's  Letters 

*  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick,  whose  appreciation  of  Sir 
B.  M.  Keith  and  his  Highlanders  has  been  akeady  alluded  to. 
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yet?  Probably  not,  as  they  are  very  volumi- 
nous. They  make  some  noise  here,  and  I  think 
will  make  some  abroad  too ;  ^specially  as  some 
ladies  there  are  spoken  pretty  freely  of,  more  so 
indeed  than  was  fit  for  publication. 

**  They  are  a  course  of  letters  to  his  son  (your 
brother  minister)  for  twenty-five  years,  firom  his 
cradle  almost  to  his  grave.  Their  chief  purpose 
and  plan  to  teach  him  to  be  a  man  of  the  world, 
dii  hon  ton,  the  Lothario  of  the  age ;  in  which 
respect  his  lessons  were,  I  believe,  happily  thrown 
away.  They  are  written  with  a  good  deal  of 
spirit,  and  much  knowledge  of  the  world,  though 
I  think  below  the  pitch  he  would  have  aimed  at, 
had  he  thought  of  publication.  Pray,  is  not 
difficulty  made  in  your  territories  about  books  ? 
even  what  a  traveller  carries  ? 

**  I  should  have  mentioned  to  you  that  Lord 
Stormont  was  good  enough  to  join  us  some  days 
of  the  very  few  he  passed  in  England.  The 
charms  of  Paris  do  not  seem  to  have  moved  his 
constancy  from  Vienna.  He  talks  of  it  with  the 
same  pleasure  and  regret  as  the  day  he  first  left 
it.  His  friends  there  no  doubt  deserve  his  re- 
gard, and  nothing  is  so  steady  as  his  heart  ap- 
pears in  all  its  affections.  They  will  long  retain 
them,  and  value  them  all  the  more  highly. 

**I  beg  you  to  accept  of  Lady  Aylesbury's 
best  compliments,  and  am,  with  the  greatest 
truth, 

''  Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  most  faithful  servant, 
«H.  S.  Conway,'* 
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The  chief  incidents  of  the  actaal  journey  may 
be  extracted  from  various  letters,  coming  as  they 
do  from  the  pen  of  so  able  a  general,  and  so  cele- 
brated a  man. 

"  Arras,  June  IZth,  1774. 

"Deab  Sm, 

"  According  to  your  desire,  I  write  you  a 
parting  word,  just  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  ac- 
tually under  way,  and  that  you  have  marked  my 
progress  in  your  letter  almost  as  exactly  as  I 
could  have  done  myself;  (I  mean  my  plan  —  for 
you,  who  know  the  roads  and  country  so  much 
better,  can  in  some  respects  more  exactly ;)  and 
mine,  in  effect,  is  little  more  than  a  journey, 
though  a  circuitous  one,  for  I  shall  be  always  on 
the  wing.  Perhaps  I  might  do  better  to  take 
more  time,  and  see  fewer  places :  but  in  general  the 
objects  of  my  curiosity  are  soon  seen ;  and  for 
society,  I  can't  aim  at  that  in  this  part  of  my  tour. 
I  reserve  that  for  a  bonne  honche  when  I  shall 
have  the  pleasure  of  yours. 

"I  am  arrived,  dear  Sii*,  where  you  see,  by 
Calais,  Dunkirk,  Mont  Cassel,  St.  Omer,  Aire,  and 
Bethune.  I  propose  going  to-day  to  Douai,  and 
thence  to  Lisle,  perhaps  by  Bouchain  and  Valen- 
ciennes. I  shall  scarce  reach  Brunswick  till  the 
first  days  in  July,  and  Berlin  the  second  week, 
which  I  hope  will  allow  me  to  be  with  you  at 
least  the  very  beginning  of  August  —  aocmer  if 


I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  your  father  before 
my  departure,  and  can  give  you  that  of  saying  he 
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seems  to  me  to  grow  younger.*  I  know  I  flatter 
such  a  son  as  you^  in  telling  that  news  of  such  a 
fother! 

^^  Adieu.  I  am  in  expectation  of  the  chief 
engineer^  with  whom  I  propose  to  see  the  works, 
and  groimd  of  Turenne's  famous  attack.  I 
scribble  in  haste,  and  am 

**  Yours  most  truly, 

«H.S.  C." 

"BruMunck,  July  9thf  1774,  6  o*clook^  a.m, 

**  I  wished  to  have  staid  some 

days  longer  here,  where  I  have  received  many 
flattering  marks  of  civility  and  attention,  and  I 
may,  I  think,  be  vain  enough  to  say,  of  kindness 
and  friendship  from  my  old  commander.  They 
expected  me  to  stay  longer,  and  I  assure  you  it  is 
a  hard  struggle  with  myself  to  get  away ;  but  I 
now  grow  doubly  impatient.  I  go  from  hence  to 
Zell,  for  Imuat  see  your  Queen^  and  should  have 
given  up  that  journey  with  much  regret ;  though 
I  am  alarmed  with  an  account  that  the  Emperor's 
motions  will  be  sooner,  and  that  I  may  lose  the 
opportonity  of  seeing  him  before  he  sets  out, 
which  would  be  the  greatest  disappointment.  The 
Duke  of  Brunswick  communicated  this  to  me; 
but,  as  the  letter  was  not  direct  from  Vienna,  and 
your  account  remains  uncontradicted,  I  have 
some  hopes  it  may  be  a  Tnistakft.    I  should  be 

*  Spite  of  which  foUacions  appearance,  Hr.  Keith  only  snr- 
yived  the  interview  three  months. 

VOL.  n.  0 
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glad,  if  possible,  to  have  a  letter  from  you  at 
Dresden. 

"  I  have  made  such  a  long  oiae  of  my  doubts  and 
distresses,  that  I  have  neither  left  myself  room  or 
time  for  any  account  of  my  journey.  In  general, 
it  has  answered  at  least  up  to  my  expectation,  and 
in  one  respect  beyond  it,  and  surprised  me ;  that 
is,  the  state  of  the  fields  of  battle  I  have  seen,  and 
the  great  conformity  of  the  ground  in  its  present 
state  with  the  plans  and  descriptions." 

"Dresden,  July  21«<,1774. 

"Dear  Sir, 

"You  desire  to  be  informed  of  my  pro- 
gress, and  I  have  already  let  you  know  it,  after  I 
had  advanced  to  Brunswick.  Potzdam  and  Berlin 
turned  out,  I  think,  just  what  you  had  told  me  I 
should  find  them :  the  finest,  showiest  towns  I 
ever  saw,  by  much ;  but  so  entirely  outside,  so 
unnaturally  and  artificially  fine,  and  so  blended 
with  inside  meanness  and  emptiness,  as  to  give  the 
whole  an  air  of  ridicule.  When  you  see  fine 
houses  inhabited  by  fine  people,  it  has  an  air  of 
grandeur  and  beauty.  When  a  barber  or  a  shoe- 
maker inhabits  a  palace,  the  whole  is  ridiculous. 
The  singular  rage  the  King  has  for  this  manner  of 
building,  and  the  immense  sums  he  spends  in  it, 
are  among  the  miracles  of  Frederick  II.  His 
palace,  however,  is  noble  as  well  as  wonderful. 
That  he  should,  besides  all  these  towns,  build  such 
a  palace  after  such  a  war,  is  a  wonder ;  that  he 
should  build  it  in  three  years,  among  his  miracles. 
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I  think  this  palace,  as  I  said,  very  noble :  and, 
though  not  in  the  purity  of  Italian,  or  even 
French  taste,  you,  as  I  remember,  undervalue  and 
condemn  it  too  severely. 

**I  staid  three  days  at  Potzdam  with  much 
entertainment,  for  good  part  of  which  I  am  obliged 
to  your  excellent  old  friend.  Lord  Marischal,  who 
showed  me  all  the  kindness  and  civility  possible. 
He  stopped  me  as  I  passed,  and  not  only  made  me 
dine  with  him  that  day,  but  in  a  manner  live  with 
him.  He  is  not  at  all  blind,  as  you  imagined ;  so 
much  otherwise,  that  I  saw  him  read  a  difficult 
hand  I  could  not  easily  decipher,  without  spec- 
tacles. 

**  I  saw  his  Prussian  Majesty  the  day  after  my 
arrival,  and  had,  as  you  imagined,  a  most  gracious 
reception ;  having  been  honoured  with  an  audience 
of  near  half  an  hour,  which  he  carried  on  with  an 
ease  and  politeness  much  beyond  what  I  had 
been  taught  to  expect.  I  staid  but  a  day  at  Berlin, 
that  city  being,  as  you  said,  mere  outside.  I  saw 
nobody  but  Monsieur  Barnier,  and  the  Austrian 
and  Palatine  Ministers,  who  were  extremely  polite 
and  attentive ;  which  I  owe,  I  believe,  to  your 
letters. 

**  I  have  experienced  the  same  from  Monsieur 
Millequet,  on  my  arrival  here,  which  is  only  of  to- 
day. My  plan  is,  at  present,  to  set  out  on  Mon- 
day at  farthest,  if  I  can  have  seen  all  here  by  that 
time,  and  I  hope  to  be  with  you  by  the  31st.  I 
was  in  hopes  of  a  letter  from  you  here,  but  console 

G    2 
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myself  with  the  thoughts  of  seeing  you  so  soon, 
and  am,  in  the  meantime, 

**  Most  sincerely  yours, 

SIB  B.  M.   KEITH  TO  MB.  KEITH. 

"  Vienna,  September  Zrd,  1774. 

*^Deab  Fatheb, 

*^  I  sit  down  to  give  you  some  account  of 
our  Hungarian  expedition,  which,  by  the  fineness 
of  the  weather,  the  hospitality  of  the  inhabitants, 
the  beauty  of  the  country,  and  the  variety  of 
curious  objects,  turned  out  highly  to  Mr.  Conway's 
satisfaction  and  mine.  After  seeing  the  castle  of 
Presburg  (which,  since  your  time,  is  greatly  en- 
larged, as  well  as  elegantly  furnished),  we  went  to 
Landschutz,  a  seat  belonging  to  your  old  friend 
Quinquin,  now  Chancellor  of  Hungary.  The  situ- 
ation is  extremely  pretty,  and  no  English  garden 
was  ever  better  gravelled  or  better  kept  than  this 
one.  He  offered  to  go  thither  himself  to  do  the 
honours,  but  as  I  had  protested  against  that 
trouble,  his  servants  received  us  with  every  pos- 
sible attention,  and  we  saw  a  very  handsome 
house,  and  a  mighty  pleasant  place,  as  our  even- 
ing's amusement.  We  afterwards  slept  at  Timau, 
and  next  day  we  quitted  the  post-road,  and  were 
served  by  peasants'  horses  as  far  as  Schemnitz.  I 
should  tell  you,  that  by  an  order  given  in  the 
country  we  were  to  traverse,  the  viscounts  and 
magistrates  of  the  districts  were  directed  to  give 
us  every  sort  of  assistance,  which  indeed  they  did 
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with  a  readiness  and  cordiality  which  had  a  kinder 
principle  than  that  of  obedience. 

"At  Schemnitz,  the  director-general  of  the 
mines  received  us  as  he  would  have  done  a  prince 
of  the  blood,  carried  ns  everywhere  himself,  ex- 
plained everything,  fed  us  sumptuously,  and  made 
us  as  well  acquainted  with  the  bowels  of  the  earth 
in  ten  hours,  as  other  people  have  been  in  as  many 
months.  The  mines  have  nothing  either  dan- 
gerous or  disagreeable  in  their  access,  and  we 
passed  a  considerable  time  in  examining  the  work 
which  is  actually  carrying  on  in  the  great  mine^ 
one  level  gallery  of  which  is  ten  thousand  toises 
in  length,  and  pierces  the  great  hill  from  one  side 
to  the  other. 

"  We  saw  all  sorts  of  engines,  and  all  sorts  of 
ores.  Mr.  Conway's  wish  of  going  down  eleven 
hundred  toises  in  a  leathern  bucket*  was  in- 
dulged without  the  least  inconvenience  or  risk; 
and  I  should  have  followed  his  example  by  the 
same  conveyance,  if  the  time  had  permitted.  We 
saw  all  the  different  kinds  of  stone  which  contain 
the  metals  carried  through  all  the  various  pro- 
cesses of  pounding,  melting,  separating,  and  re- 
fining, and  within  an  inch  of  the  coining;  but 
that  concluding  operation  was  reserved  for  the 

*  In  allusion  to  this,  Walpole  writes  to  Conway,  "  I  did  not 
think  you  so  like  the  rest  of  the  world  as  to  go  in  search  of  gold 
and  silver  mines.  The  favour  of  tlonrts  and  smiles  of  Emperors 
have  corrupted  even  you,  and  perverted  you  to  a  nabob.  Have 
you  brought  away  an  ingot  in  the  calf  of  your  leg?  What 
abomination  have  you  committed  ?" 
o  3 


22  THE  ROMANCE  OF  DIPLOMACY. 

mint  of  Cremnitz,  whither  we  went  next  day, 
through  a  most  delightful  and  romantic  country. 

**  At  Cremnitz  they  had  prepared  three  furnaces, 
and  we  saw  the  same  processes  upon  the  great 
scale  which  had  been  shown  us  the  day  before  in 
miniature ;  and  we  afterwards  coined  our  bits  of 
gold  into  the  actual  and  sterling  stamp  of  Crem- 
nitz ducats.  With  a  great  deal  of  curiosity,  and 
an  equal  share  of  activity,  I  may  say  that  we 
ecxyplored  everything^  and  that  everywhere  we 
found  our  pains  amply  repaid  by  pleasure  and 
instruction.  We  returned  to  Schemnitz  through  a 
chain  of  wild  and  woody  hills,  where  every  step 
produced  a  new  and  striking  landscape.  The 
rivulets  which  water  the  narrow  valleys  at  the 
bottom,  carry  down  from  the  heights  no  incon- 
siderable quantity  of  gold  dust,  and  several  thou- 
sand people  (with  the  assistance  of  pounding  mills, 
and  many  other  curious  machines)  are  employed 
in  washing  the  mud  and  powdered  stones,  to 
extract  that  precious  metal. 

"  The  town  of  Schemnitz  is  a  fine  scrambling 
sort  of  a  place,  which  seems  to  have  been  scattered 
by  a  mixture  of  taste  and  chance,  along  the  sides 
of  several  hills.  The  inhabitants  are  Hungarians, 
Germans,  Slavi,  Vandals,  &c.,  and  their  number, 
in  that  parish  alone,  amounts  to  twenty-seven 
thousand.  We  took  our  leave  next  day  of  our 
hospitable  miners,  and  ajfter  passing  through  some 
inferior  gold-finding  habitations,  we  got  again 
into  the  wide  plains  of  Hungary ;  and  were  again 
accompanied  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  coimtry. 
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who  loaded  us  (and  gratis,  too,  in  spite  of  all  our 
endeavours,)  with  meat,  fruit,  wine,  and  kind- 
ness, even  to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  territory, 
at  the  ancient  city  of  Grran.  There  we  got  once 
more  into  the  post-road,  and  reached  the  camp  at 
Pesth  next  day,  where  his  Imperial  Majesty  arrived 
a  few  hours  after  us. 

**  The  corps  of  troops  we  saw  manoeuvre  were  in 
excellent  order,  and  complete  discipline,  and  con- 
sisted of  ten  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  eleven 
battalions  of  Hungarian  infantry.  The  distin- 
guished condescension  with  which  the  Emperor 
was  pleased  to  receive  us,  the  kindness  which  we 
experienced  during  om*  stay  from  Duke  Albert  of 
Saxony,  the  Prince  of  Mecklenburgh,  the  Generals 
Lacy,  Laudohn,  &c.,  were  far  beyond  what  we  had 
any  right  to  expect ;  and  this  military  pai*t  of  our 
journey  was  to  the  full  as  satisfactory  in  every 
point  as  the  former  had  been. 

"  You  know  that  the  town  of  Pesth,  and  the 
ancient  capital  Buda,  stand  upon  the  two  opposite 
l)anks  of  the  Danube.  In  the  latter  of  the  two 
cities  (the  situation  of  which  is  truly  noble)  there 
are  many  curious  remains  of  the  Turkish  religion 
and  manners,  as  they  were  in  possession  of  it  for 
almost  two  centuries,  and  did  not  lose  it  till  the 
year  1686.  This  present  Empress  has  built  a  very 
handsome  palace,  upon  the  hill  which  commands 
the  river  and  both  cities.  The  country  from 
hence,  lower  down  into  Hungaiy,  is  a  wide  ex- 
panse of  plain  for  himdreds  of  miles,  and  neither 
very  rich  nor  populous. 

C   4 
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"After  four  clays'  stay  at  the  camp,  I  returned 
to  Vienna,  by  Baab,  Comorm,  &c.5  and  Mr.  Con- 
way joined  me  by  appointment,  on  the  Friday 
following,  at  Presburg,  to  see  the  funous  auto- 
maton which  (as  you  may  have  read  in  every 
newspaper  of  Europe)  plays  at  chess  without  the 
help  of  any  visible  agent,  without  any  persons 
being  concealed  m  or  near  i^*,  and  with  all  the 
variety  of  complex  motions  which  that  game  com- 
prehends in  playing  the  pieces,  removing  them, 
&c.,  &c.  The  automaton  beat  Mr.  Conway  one 
game,  and  was  beaten  the  second,  in  the  presence 
of  fourteen  others  of  our  countrymen,  whose  curio- 
sity had  brought  them  from  Vienna  to  meet  us. 
There  is  no  telling  you  how  strange  a  thing  this 
«iutomaton  is,  nor  how  very  perfect  in  all  its 
operations.  If  the  loadstone  be  the  principle  of 
its  movements,  it  is  at  least  so  well  concealed  that 
there  is  no  guessing  at  the  secret;  and  I  am 
assured  that  magnets,  and  bars  of  iron,  have  been 
brought  on  purpose  to  counteract  its  motions, 
without  having  produced  that  effect.  It  is  a 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Kempeln,  who  invented 
this  machine  to  amuse  the  Empress,  and  to  outdo 
Monsieur  PeDetier,  the  disciple  of  Comus ;  and  I 
have  never  met  with  anybody  who  pretended  to 
explain  this  invisible  agency.  The  automaton 
had  been  dismounted  for  some  years,  because,  I 

*  After  mystifying  all  Europe  for  half  a  centniy,  it  has 
recentlj  been  ascertained  that  a  concealed  agent  was  in  the 
machine,  passing  from  compartment  to  compartment,  as  the 
interior  was  ostensibly  shown. 
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suppose^  it  took  up  too  much  of  the  gentleman's 
tame;  but  he  put  it  in  order  at  my  particular  re- 
quests  and  showed  it  with  great  good  humour^  and 
without  the  least  charlatanerie.  He  says,  that 
whenever  he  has  leisure,  he  will  undertake  some- 
thing of  machinery  still  more  extraordinary.* 

"Mr.  Conway  staid  but  one  day  at  Vienna^  and 
then  set  out^  post-haste,  for  the  Prussian  camp 
at  Breslaw,  from  whence  he  goes  to  the  Imperial 
camp  at  Prague,  and  is  to  meet  me  about  the 
20th  of  this  month,  at  Austerlitz,  in  Moravia, 
near  which  place  there  is  likewise  to  be  an  en- 
campment We  shall  return  together  to  Vienna, 
and  there  he  will  bid  us  adieu,  and  set  out  by 
Munich  and  Strasbourg  for  Paris.  I  hope  that 
he  will  carry  home  many  agreeable  recollections 
from  hence,  as  well  as  many  proofs  of  that  aflfec- 
tionate  gratitude  which  I  owe  to  him. 

"And  now,  dear  sir,  I  fancy  you  are  almost 
tired  of  this  rambling  journal,  which  has  carried 
me  almost  to  the  end  of  my  immense  v  folio,  with- 
out any  mention  of  your  numerous  friends  here, 
whose  inquiries  after  you  are  at  all  times  equally 
affectionate.  Everybody  you  love  is  in  perfect 
health.  Your  presents  have  been  received,  and 
delivered  to  Prince  Kaunitz,  and  he  seemed  much 
pleased  both  with  the  presents,  and  the  remem- 
brance of  the  donor.  I  have  only  room  to  assure 
you,  dear  sir,  of  my  warmest  duty  and  affection, 
and  to  off^  love  to  the  Hermits,  and  all  friends. 

"K.  M.  K." 
*  The  celebrated  piano-fbrte  playing  automaton. 
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After  the  separation  above  alluded  to,  and 
which  both  friends  had  expected  to  be  temporary, 
Mr.  Conway  thus  writes :  — 

*' Brogue,  Wth  Septefmher. 

"Dear  Sir  Eobert, 

**  I  return  you  a  thousand  thanks  for  your 
letter  and  intelligence;  though,  as  it  lessens,  I 
doubt  my  prospect  of  seeing  you  so  soon  as  I 
always  wish,  I  find  it  hard  to  be  equally  obliged* 
I  have  taken  no  final  resolution  upon  the  subject, 
because  I  have  not  the  courage  to  say  to  myself, 
*  I  will  not  go  to  see  you  and  my  friends  at  Vienna 
when  it  is  in  my  power.'  Yet,  on  the  other  side, 
I  say,  *  Why  go  to  Vienna  only  to  take  leave,  and 
add  to  the  regret  I  always  feel  in  parting  with 
people  in  whose  company  I  had  so  much  pleasure?' 
Could  I  stay  any  tolerably  comfortable  time,  I 
would  fly  to  you.  ...  I  got  in  time  to  my  Bres- 
law  camp  through  all  impediments,  but  barely  so, 
and  as  it  were,  to  a  moment.  I  was  five  nights 
out  of  the  last  six,  from  Pesth,  without  going  to 
bed ;  having  only  tasted  repose  a  few  hours  in  the 
charming  green  bed ;  but  that  was  little.  I  ex- 
pected the  camp  at  Breslaw,  having  never  heard  of 
any  other  name. 

"  But  behold  1  when  I  came  there,  I  was  told  it 
was  four  Grerman  miles  off,  at  a  place  called 
Schmelwitz*;  that  the  King  had  left  Breslaw, 
was  gone  there,  and  would  probably  begin  his 
manoeuvres  the  next  morning,  at  four  or  five. 

"  It  was  now  evening ;  I  found  out  your  friend. 
Count  Zinzendorff,  who  confirmed  it  all ;  it  was  at 
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that  very  place^  a  small  village^  the  quarters  in  it 
all  probably  taken  up,  and  not  the  idea  of  a  public 
house!  Here  was  I,  then,  without  quarters, 
without  horses,  not  knowing  whom  I  was  to  find, 
or  how  I  should  be  introduced.  However,  there 
was  but  one  way,  which  was  to  go  on ;  so  I  got 
hacks  to  ride,  ordered  my  chaise,  and  at  twelve  at 
night  (a  very  bad  and  dark  one)  issued  forth  in 
quest  of  a  camp,  twenty  miles  oflF,  I  hardly  knew 
where- 

^^At  Schmelwitz,  however,  we  arrived  most 
punctually,  before  five.  But  instead  of  a  camp, 
or  head-quarter,  and  the  King  directing  his 
manoeuvres,  found  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  a 
little  dirty  village,  empty,  dead,  no  soul  stirring, 
no  guard,  no  sentinel,  no  appearance  of  a  head- 
quarter, not  the  idea  of  a  camp;  all  seemed 
vanished  like  a  vision.  As  soon  ss  a  living  thing 
was  found,  we  asked  if  that  was  Schmelwitz, 
the  King's  head-quarter?  *Yes.'  ^ Where  he 
lodged  ? '  They  pointed  to  a  farm-yard.  *  Where 
was  General  Lentulus  ? '  They  showed  a  little 
mud-walled  cottage  close  by  us.  In  short,  we 
found  General  Lentulus,  and  in  a  moment  th6 
enchantment,  and  with  it  all  our  distresses, 
vanished.  He  received  me  exactly  as  I  could 
have  wished ;  I  was  in  such  a  sumptuous  quarter 
as  his  own  in  five  minutes.  The  King  expected 
me,  and  had  mentioned  me  several  times.  He 
was  to  see  the  troops  march  into  camp  that 
morning,  but  not  till  eight  o'clock.  At  eight  he 
came  out,  saw  all  his  troops  march  in  for  three 
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hours  in  a  constant  heavy  ram,  without  a  great- 
coat, his  attendants  all  the  same,  and  we  dripped 
too  in  complaisance;  and  what  was  worse,  after 
being  wet  as  drowned  rats,  we  went  to  attend 
his  general  orders,  and  lev^e,  for  an  hour  and  a 
half,  as  we  were,  yet  nobody  a  bit  the  worse; 
which  shows  that  these  silly,  crazy  corps  of  ours, 
when  put  to  it,  can  bear  a  great  deal  when  they 
please ;  though  at  other  times  a  breath  of  wind 
will  give  one  the  rheumatism.  We  are,  however, 
lucky  creatures^  and  in  my  particular,  during  this 
long  course,  extraordinarily  so,  for  I  have  hardly 
met  with  another  bad  day  when  I  wished  for  fair 
weather ;  and  this  one  day  passed,  the  rest,  during 
the  camp,  were  as  fine  as  possible,  which,  besides 
the  sensible  agrSmenty  added  a  spirit  and  lustre 
to  all  our  shows  and  operations,  which  were  in- 
deed amazingly  fine,  and  more  than  answered  my 
expectations. 

**  Of  the  three  succeeding  days,  the  first  was  a 
day  of  review,  and  general  exercise  of  the  whole 
army ;  the  cavalry  performing  several  evolutions 
and  charges,  and  the  infantry  the  same  in  line^ 
marching,  firing,  &c.  Next  day  the  army  divided, 
and  the  King,  with  the  main  part^  attacked  a 
supposed  van-guard  of  a  superior  army,  in  a 
village ;  first  carried  the  village,  but  the  enemy 
bringing  succours,  he  retired,  and  was  attacked  in 
the  rear.  The  last  day  was  the  attack  of  an  army 
advantageously  posted,  on  oneficmk;  an  action 
much  resembling  that  of  Lissa.  On  both  occa- 
sions, G-eneral  Anhalt  commanded  the  enemy's 
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forces,  and  really  managed  them,  as  appeared  to 
me,  with  great  spirit  and  intelligence.  The  troops 
kept  an  excellent  order,  and  on  the  whole,  the 
.  show  to  strangers  was  very  striking.  The  moment 
it  was  over,  his  Majesty  departed  for  Breslaw. 

**And  now  you'll  think  my  story  imperfectly 
told,  if  I  don't  let  you  know  how  his  Majesty 
received  me ;  on  which,  knowing  the  kind  part 
you  take  in  all  that  concerns  me,  I  have  a  double 
pleasure  in  saying  that  it  was  exceedingly  gracious 
indeed.  He  spoke  to  me  every  day  a  great  deal ; 
and,  whatmade  it  more  flattering  anddistinguished, 
I  think  I  may  literally  say  his  three  levies  running, 
to  Tne  aloney  and  a  great  while,  though  several 
strangers  of  distinction  were  present. 

**  The  Prince  Eoyal  was  also  particularly  civil  to 
me ;  and,  what  was  doubly  flattering,  told  me  his 
Majesty  had  a  high  opinion  of  me ;  which  he  said 
arose  chiefly  from  the  advantageous  manner  in 
which  the  Hereditary  Prince  and  Duke  Ferdinand 
had  spoken  of  me.  His  Boyal  Highness  made  me 
come  two  evenings,  and  pass  an  hour  or  two  at 
his  quarters  Ute-Or-Ute,  The  first,  was  to  drink 
tea;  the  last,  he  gave  me  a  little  cold  supper. 
His  manner  was  extremely  natural,  and,  I  thought, 
showed  both  good  sense  and  good  nature,  and  a 
knowledge  of  many  things  and  people  in  our 
country  which  surprised  me.  Now  there's  the 
history  of  all  my  vanities ;  a  considerable  branch 
of  every  man's,  history  who  speaks  out  as  I  do, 
because  I  know  you  have  goodness  not  only  not  to 
condenm,  but  even  to  share  them. 
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"  I  am  ashamed  of  the  immerciful  volume  I 
have  written ;  yet  a  few  last  words  and  I  release 
you.  From  camp  I  came  to  Breslaw,  to  see  the 
town,  field  of  battle,  &c.,  and  from  thence,  next, 
day  took  my  departure  for  the  tour  you  know  I 
meditated  in  Silesia,  which  was  by  Lignitz,  Land- 
shut,  and  Schweidnitz,  Eeichenbach,  Silverberg, 
and  Griatz,  all  sacred  ground  for  a  military  foot ; 
and  in  the  course  of  it  saw  many  scenes  very  in- 
teresting and  extraordinary.  The  King  has  made 
great  additions  to  Schweidnitz,  and  fortified  Sil- 
verberg and  Griatz  at  vast  expense.  These,  added 
to  the  enormous  cost  of  his  new  palace,  and  the 
building  and  rebuilding  towns  after  so  long  and 
consumptive  a  war,  are  among  the  wonders  of  his 
xeign. 

"  Soon  after  I  left  Landshut  I  had  an  accident, 
which  to  some  travellers  would  have  appeared 
serious,  viz.,  the  sudden  loss  of  my  chaise  and 
baggage ;  for  in  a  moment  one  of  those  wheels  I 
had  certainly  thought  eternal,  broke  to  pieces,  and 
planted  us  in  the  middle  of  the  road.  However, 
not  much  dismayed,  we  got  it  down  to  the  first 
village,  and  leaving  it  there  under  the  care  of 
Philippe,  took  a  carriole  at  the  village,  packed  up 
a  couple  of  shirts,  a  book,  and  a  map  or  two,  and 
pursued  our  journey  comme  si  de  rien  n^Hait! 
One  day  passed  and  no  Philippe,  no  chaise;  another, 
and  still  the  same.  I  now  despaired  of  seeing 
them  before  I  returned  to  Prague,  but  resolved  to 
proceed ;  my  linen  was  exhausted ;  my  breeches 
in  holes,  and  (saving  your  presence)  almost  fall- 
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ing  off.  I  tried  to  buy  another  pair,  but  in  vain  ; 
and  all  my  hopes  lay  in  a,  thorough  repair  at 
Prague,  when  at  last,  just  as  we  were  departing 
from  Grlatz,  in  came  Philippe  and  the  chaise ;  in 
appearance  vigorous  and  fresh  as  ever,  and  has 
carried  us  over  the  mountains  most  successftilly, 
in  trying  roads  I  assure  you ! 

*^H.  S.  C." 

*' Prague,  Sept  l^th,  before  6  a,m. 

**  I  HOPE  by  this  time  you  have  got  my  packet 
from  hence.  The  Emperor  came  yesterday  to 
dinner,  and  he  tells  me  you  are  coming  to  the 
camp  at  Briinn,  while  you  say  you  can't  stir  from 
Vienna.  The  thought  of  not  seeing  you  again 
pains  me  infinitely;  yet  my  reasoning  was  too 
good.  Your  exceeding  friendship  and  kindness 
add  to  the  distress  of  the  moment,  which  I  feel 
heavily.  I  thought,  when  I  meditated  and  ex- 
ecuted my  visit  to  you,  it  would  be  all  pleasure, 
and  so  it  was  while  it  lasted ;  but  so,  alas  I  it  is, 
in  this  best  of  all  worlds,  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  pleasure  that  has  not  a  ati/ng^  in  its 
tail, 

**  The  destination  of  my  baggage  must  now  be  as 
we  had  settled — ^my  trunks  to  Nuremberg,  the 
rest  to  England  —  music,  china,  pictures — our 
charming  Emperor's  picture,  I  must  beg,  may  not 
be  forgot ;  and  pray  make  up  my  accompt  faith- 
ftdly,  and  let  me  pay  you  all  I  owe  you.  I  mean 
all  that  debt  which  I  can  acquit.  The  debt  of  all 
your  goodness,  civility,  friendship,  and  kind  atten- 
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tion,  for  that  I  must  own  myself  insolvent.  I 
know  what  you  are  ready  to  say  upon  that,  but  I 
stick  to  my  text ! 

^*  Pray  tell  our  good  and  adorable  Countesses*, 
all  that  I  have  said  on  this  subject  is  also  for 
them.  I  am  grieved  to  hear  Miadame  de  Thuu 
has  been  indisposed — she  is  too  good  to  be  a  mo- 
ment so.  Actually  there  are  a  certain  species  upon 
this  earth  (but  they  are  rare)  who  seem  made  to 
be  inhabitants  of  some  much  better  sphere  than 
this  miserable  scene  of  diseases,  weakness,  and 
calamity.  It  makes  cynics  of  us  to  see  such 
people  suffer. 

*^  I  could  fill  pages  with  my  regrets  at  not  re- 
turning among  you;  but  not  only  grave  and 
sound  reasons  (generally  the  most  odious  coimsel- 
lors  in  the  world),  but  even  my  friendship  for  you 
itself,  and  my  partiality  for  Vienna,  warned  me 
against  so  unsatisfactory  a  visit.  Do  not  hesitate 
to  believe  this  the  very  inside  of  my  heart  upon 
this  occasion,  and  convey  it  to  all  who  are  the 
objects  of  that  regret ;  that  is,  to  all  who  were 
my  friends  because  they  were  yours. 

*^  Adieu,  and  believe  me  ever  dear  Sir  Eobert's 
^*Most  affectionate  and  faithful  servant, 

*^H.  S.C." 

^*  I  believe  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  the  King  of 
Prussia  honoured  you  with  his  compliments — 
what  an  omission  I 

*  Mesdames  de  Thun  and  Pergen,  the  intimate  friends  of  Sir 
B.  M.  Keith :  the  most  amiable,  as  well  as  distinguished  women 
in  Austria. 
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The  reader  who  has  thus  far  accompanied,  in 
his  tour  over  the  battle-fields  and  camps  of  Europe, 
the  future  Commander-in-Chief  of  England,  as 
well  as  prominent  sharer  in  her  various  adminis- 
trations, will  not  be  sorry  to  conclude  it  with  his 
opinions  on  the  state  both  of  military  and  civil 
afiGedrs  in  France,  at  a  period  when  the  events,  to 
which  subsequent  experience  has  traced  the  springs 
of  its  revolution,  were  beginning  to  excite  obser- 
vation; though  none  save  a  prophet,  perhaps, 
could  have  discerned  in  "  the  cloud  as  yet  no  bigger 
than  a  man's  hand " — the  fury  of  the  coming 
storm. 

'*  Paris,  Nov,  19th,  1174:. 

**  I  have  just  read  over  your  letter,  my  dear  Sir, 
with  that  mixed  kind  of  feeling  which  accom- 
panies so  many  of  our  affairs  id  has — ^pleasure 
and  pain ;  pleasure  to  behold  you  in  that  picture 
of  your  mind,  full  of  friendship  and  goodness; 
and  pain  for  my  own  shocking  negligence  in 
letting  so  much  kindness  be  so  long  unacknow- 
ledged. I  had  a  little  glimmering  of  hope  that 
I  had  written  to  you  since  my  arrival  here,  but 
fear  it  is  a  flattering  illusion,  arising  from  self-love 
and  vanity,  and  wishes  to  be  what  I  ought ;  and 
I  doubt  I  must  not  take  credit  for  any  such  letter, 
but  only  content  myself  with  wishing  that  it  had 
been  so. 

**  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you,  I  am  infinitely 
so  to  my  friends,  and  yours  who  think  of  me  at 
Vienna.  There  is  no  place  where  I  had  rather  be 
thought  of;  your  friends  are  such  as  you  have 
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reason  to  be  as  proud  of  as  they  are  of  you,  and  I 
am  of  both ;  wherefore  I  desire  to  keep  up  the 
remembrance  by  which  I  still  exist  at  Vienna,  as 
long  as  I  can  ;  but,  alas  1  it  is  the  work  of  short 
time,  and  I  must  expect  the  fate,  I  doubt,  of  those 
travellers,  at  best,  who  are  esteemed,  well  treated, 
and  at  last  forgotten  in  the  crowd,  by  their  kind 
hosts. 

**  From  Nuremburg,  my  history  is  rather  simple 
and  unadventurous.  I  executed  the  plan  I  had  al- 
ways had  in  my  mind  for  visiting  the  fields  of  action 
at  Donawert  and  Blenheim.  We  had  no  military 
guides,  but  yet  saw  them  satisfactorily.  There  are 
few  meTnories  living  for  those  scenes,  much  less 
persons.  But  the  ground  and  the  descriptions 
suflBce.  I  wanted  to  know  a  little  more  distinctly 
Prince  Eug^e's  march  to  the  ground,  and  how 
far  his  attack  extended.  And  it  seems  very  clear 
Marshal  Tallard's  position  had  a  weakness  by  the 
centre,  where  the  villages  of  Oberklaw  and  Nieder- 
klaw  (the  latter  particularly  much  advanced)  were 
ill  protected;  and  he  had  unnaturally  and  un- 
necessarily crowded  Blenheim  with  a  multitude  of 
men. 

**I  was  too  late  for  the  French  reviews,  as  I 
expected;  but  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
Strasbourg,  Metz,  and  Luxembourg  the  more  at 
my  ease ;  and  had  all  sorts  of  civilities  and  facili- 
ties from  the  respective  generals  and  command- 
ants, particularly  General  Wurmser  at  Strasbourg, 
and  an  old  acquaintance,  Conflans,  at  Metz.  They 
^e  all  fine,  and  very  extraordinary  places,  but  I 
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don't  mean  to  trouble  you  with  details  upon  them. 
I  passed  six  days  at  Strasbourg  very  well.  Mon- 
sieur de  Contades  came  there,  but  my  chief  con- 
nection was  with  Baron  Wurmser,  a  most  polite 
and  amiable  man.  They  showed  me  the  garrison, 
what  remained;  only  eight  battalions,  and  they 
reduced  to  exercise  as  four  by  semestrea  et  donges. 
They  are  middling  corps,  and  performed  in  a 
middling  way  (not  bad,  however)  the  newly  in- 
troduced Prussian  discipline  Major  Borche  of 
Anhalfs  regiment,  who  was  the  introducer,  was 
there,  with  his  regiment,  for  one,  so  I  conclude  I 
saw  the  flower  of  it. 

**I  arrived  at  Paris  on  the  19th  of  last  month, 
and  found  my  ladies  settled  there ;  but  not  having 
succeeded  in  finding  any  letters  at  Metz  or  Stras- 
bourg, I  rather  prolonged  my  stay  in  that  quarter, 
and,  among  other  good  eflfects  of  this  delay,  I  had 
time  to  see  at  my  ease  the  ground  of  the  battle  of 
Einsheim,  and  the  curious  spot  where  Monsieur 
de  Turenne  was  killed;  and  good  part  of  that 
country  which  had  been  the  scene  of  that  memor- 
able and  able  campaign  between  him  and  his  rival 
Montecuculi. 

^*  I  also  stayed  two  or  three  days  at  Nanci,  the 
prettiest  town  in  all  the  world.  I  saw  there  the 
Eegiment  du  Eoi,  which,  for  its  manoeuvres  and 
discipline,  was  not  perhaps  very  striking,  but  for 
its  appearance,  its  ceremony,  its  parade,  beats 
most  I  have  seen.  I  saw  them  out,  two  battalions,, 
and  they  treated  me  with  a  parade  in  their  fine 
clothes.    I  think  I  never  saw  a  prettier  sight  of 
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the  kind.  I  fell  in  with  the  officers  a  good  deal^ 
which  gave  me  great  pleasure,  as  I  found  them 
exceedingly  polite.  I  dined  with  the  Kegiment 
du  Boi,  that  is^  a  large  mess  of  them^  joined  to  the 
Begiment  de  FlanchreSy  whom  they  entertained ; 
and  afterwards  with  the  Regiment  de  Champagne 
in  the  same  manner.  At  Thionville  with  a  regi- 
ment of  cavalry.  I  can't  say  how  much,  polite- 
ness they  showed,  and  you  know  in  the  mere 
military  style  how  agreeable  these  societies  are, 
when  on  a  good  footing ;  theirs  I  admired  much, 
as  there  was  great  cheerfulness,  with  as  much 
order  and  decency  as  possible  in  a  numerous  com- 
pany. 

*^  Here,  I  think,  may  properly  end  my  military 
history,  as  it  is  now  time  to  be  in  winter  quarters. 
Yet  I  am  not  sure  if  it  is  quite  finished  yet,  as 
Marshal  Biron  has  had  the  goodness  to  show  me 
the  Depot,  or  school  for  the  guards,  in  all  its 
detail,  and  actually  ordered  the  regiment  out  one 
day  for  me  to  see  them,  which  was  prevented  by 
very  bad  weather.  The  major  has  since  told  me 
it  was  only  put  oflF,  but  the  season  is  so  far  ad- 
vanced, and  the  ground  so  spoilt,  I  feel  ashamed 
of  giving  so  much  trouble,  and  cannot  think  it 
reasonable  to  wish  for  it.  We  find  Paris  very 
amusing.  I  have  made  a  good  many  civil,  a  great 
many  military  acquaintances,  and  among  the  most 
respectable.  Monsieur  de  Castries,  Stainville, 
d'H^ronville,  de  Caraman,  d'Ennery,  (with  whom 
I  have  just  passed  two  or  three  days  in  the  coim- 
try,)  besides  Marshals  Biron  and  Soubise.    We 
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are  in  a  very  agreeable  society,  the  spectacles  are 
amusing ;  so  that  we  have  not  only  passed  a  month 
with  pleasure,  but  have  not  as  yet  fixed  the  time 
for  our  departure.  You  will  be  surprised,  perhaps, 
that  I  am  not  hurrpng  to  Parliament,  but  you 
must  know  that  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it* 
The  sudden  dissolution  dislocated  and  discomposed 
many  election  plans.  I  had  imagined  the  Duke 
of  Grafton,  as  he  said  nothing  to  the  contrary, 
purposed  bringing  me  in  as  before.  However,  he 
was  beat  at  Bury,  and  also  my  brother  at  Coven- 
try; there  was  no  time  for  new  arrangements, 
so  here  I  am  thrown  out  of  that  great  scene  of 
turbulence.  I  feel  very  much  consoled  and  com- 
posed, and  in  my  heart  not  displeased  to  have  a 
little  breathing  time,  and  since  I  am  here,  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  taking  more  than  a  cur- 
sory view  of  this  great,  interesting,  and  curious 
metropolis. 

"  We  have  taken  a  tour  to  Fontainebleau,  and 
seen  the  Court.  One  must  see  everything;  but 
I  assure  you  one  sees  what  is  called  the  Court 
(I  mean  the  Eoyal  Family)  here,  as  one  sees  the 
lions,  chez  Tuma.  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
presented  to  them  all,  and,  except  one  word 
from  the  queen  (who  could  not  be  related  to 
yowr  charming  Emperor,  and  not  be  polite),  I 
was  not  honoured  with  one  single  word  from 
one  of  the  Eoyal  Family.  The  king  receives 
the  presentations  with  less  attention  than  one 
should  naturally  show  to  a  cat  or  a  dog,  because 
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he  does  not  even  seem  to  look  at  you.*  I  doubt 
if  there  is  a  King  of  N^gres  or  a  Khan  of  Tartars 
so  ridiculously  uncivil.  For  us,  who  know  the 
Emperor  and  King  of  Prussia,  and  who  know 
our  own  king,  who  would  speak  civilly  to  even 
a  French  captavn,  how  strange  must  this  appear! 
I  saw,  but  the  night  before  last,  three  ladies  of 
fashion  presented  to  a  prince  of  the  blood,  who 
did  not  say  one  word  to  them,  though  a  lady  of 
the  first  distinction  carried  them.  Yet  are  the 
people  of  the.  Court  exceedingly  polite ;  we  have 
received  the  greatest  civilities  from  them. 

**  What  say  you  to  the  lit  de  justice?  and  the 
actual  recall  of  the  old  Parliament?  They  are 
recalled  without  new  provisions  or  commissions 
—  then  the  dissolution  of  the  late  king  was 
invalid  —  then  they  are  indissoluble  —  the  king 
seems  to  tell  them  so  by  this  recall.  Yet  the 
same  king  tells  them,  if  they  refv^e  to  eccerdse 
their  functioTia  they  shall  be  ipso  facto  de- 
prived and  dissolved!  And  he  now  appoints 
another  body  of  men  to  act  in  their  place,  whose 
arrets  and  judgments  shall  be  conclusive.  He 
tells  them  his  edicts  shall  be  laws,  though  they 
disapprove  them ;  they  may  remonstrate,  but  rmist 
obey.    What  a  constitution  1 

*  It  would  be  difficult  to  pronotmce  what  share  this  singular 
discourtesy  (arising  in  Louis  Seize  from  extreme  constitutional 
shyness)  must  have  had  in  alienating  from  the  Crown  that  large 
portion  of  the  more  recent  aristocracy,  as  well  as  some  of  an 
older  stamp,  which,  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  Eevolution, 
made  common  cause  with  the  people,  and  by  so  doing,  increased 
go  materially  the  difficulties  of  the  Court. 
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"  Adieu,  my  dear  clievaKer.  Accept  a  budget 
of  compliments  from  Lady  Aylesbury — the  Prince 
of  Salms  sends  his.  **  Yours, 

*^H.  S.  C." 

"P.S.  I  was  at  this  extraordinary  lit  de  justice, 
which  was  an  obligation,  owing  to  great  polite- 
ness in  the  Prince  de  Tingres  and  the  friendly 
intervention  of  the  Prince  de  Beauveau;  and 
a  great  one,  as  there  were  but  sixty  tickets,  I  be- 
lieve, for  this  great  himgry  town  and  all  strangers. 
Even  our  Ambassador  had  not  one ;  he  applied 
late.  The  scene  was  really  fine,  august,  orderly, 
and  solemn  beyond  expression ;  and  all  heightened, 
as  you'll  imagine,  by  the  importance  of  the  occa- 
sion. The  king  spoke  well,  clearly,  distinctly, 
and  with  dignity.  The  proceedings  are  not  yet 
printed,  and  I  hear  will  not  till  Monday,  though 
we  have  expected  them  since  last  Wednesday. 
Adieu.  **  Ever  cordially  yours, 

**  Henry  S.  Conway." 

sie  b.  m.  keith  to  mb.  chamieb.* 

"  Vienna,  Dec.  nth,  1774. 
*^  There  is  no  balm  in  this  world  equal  to  that 
of  kindness  poured  upon  the  woimds  of  an  afflicted 
mind ;  and  I  solemnly  assure  you,  my  dear  Cha- 
mier,  that  in  the  receipt  of  your  friendly  letter  of 
the  24th  Nov.  I  made  a  very  happy  trial  of  its 
efficacy.     My  worthy  Brad  was  to  me  a  treasure 

*  Anthony  Chamier,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chie^  and  brother-in-law  to  the  late  Mr.  Bradshaw. 
D  4 
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of  cordiality,  a  trusty  pillar  of  my  life,  upon 
which  I  leant  my  little  cares,  without  scruple, 
and  in  full  security.  I  thought  myself  able  to 
render  him  reciprocal  service  in  the  same  manner. 
I  was  proud  to  believe  that  I  carried  in  my  own 
breast  the  antidote  to  a  very  considerable  part  of 
those  grievances  which  had  beset  him;  I  had 
fifty  plans  for  the  future  improvement  of  that 
ascendancy  which  I  had  acquired  over  his  heart, 
and  all  were  turned  to  establish,  in  the  evening 
of  his  life,  and  to  share  with  him  that  content- 
ment and  tranquillity,  which  his  own  principles 
and  his  own  feelings  gave  him  so  good  a  right  to 
enjoy.  I  forgot  that  at  the  distance  of  a  thou- 
sand miles,  the  consolations  of  friendship  are  not 
applied  to  the  incident  and  the  moment,  and 
consequently  lose  one  half  of  their  force  and 
value.  He  has  ceased  to  suflfer,  but  I  shall  never 
cease  to  remember  that,  in  a  long  and  intimate 
acquaintance,  I  never  found  him  short  of  my 
highest  demands,  in  warmth  of  heart,  in  truth, 
or  in  the  most  active  friendship.  My  hearty 
blessing  is  written  upon  the  stone  which  covers 
his  ashes,  and  if  ever  a  child  of  his  can  receive 
a  pleasure  or  service  from  my  best  eflForts,  I  need 
not  say  to  what  extent  they  may  command 
them. 

**  After  two  such  losses*  as  those  I  have  lately 
sustained,  you  will  not  be  surprised,  my  dear 
Chamier,  when  I  tell  you  that  I  felt  myself  in 

*  Sir  B.  M.  Keith's  father  had  died  three  months  preriouslj. 
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some  measure  forlorn,  and  that  I  rather  hugged 
my  grief  than  endeavoured  to  alleviated  it.  But, 
I  thank  G-od,  I  have  friends  who  lead  my  heart, 
and  lead  it  to  its  good.  My  family,  my  generous 
friend  Lord  Suffolk,  and  my  indefatigable  Drum- 
monds,  have  lifted  me  up  from  the  depression 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  my  worthy  father. 
You,  my  dear  Ghamier,  have  rendered  me  the 
same  service  after  the  loss  of  my  poor  friend. 

**Are  you  able,  are  you  heartily  disposed  to 
undertake  with  me  an  intimate,  unreserved,  un- 
studied correspondence  for  fifty  years  to  come  ? 
You  will  do  me  a  service  beyond  all  price ;  and 
you,  too,  in  a  length  of  time,  will  think  yourself 
no  loser  by  it.  You  shall  tell  me  all  your  rubs, 
and  all  your  pleasant  feelings;  you  shall  have 
the  best  return  I  can  make  in  sterling  nonsense, 
which  is  my  staple  commodity.  In  short,  will 
you  take  me  for  better  for  worse,  and  let  me  scold 
you  when  you  are  idle  ?  If  so,  here  goes,  and 
this  sheet  of  paper  is  the  first  of  endless  volumes. 
Well!  what  say  you,  is  it  a  bargain?  If  you 
answer  this  letter,  you  must  scribble  on  to  all 
eternity ;  and  about  what  ?  asks  your  letter  now 
before  me.  Why,  Master  Ghamier,  I  love  to 
know  everything.  You  have  the  wide  world 
before  you.  You  are  already  persecuted  by  pen 
and  ink:  you  have  forty  thousand  discontented 
men  with  red  coats  upon  their  backs,  who  wear 
out  your  very  heart-strings ;  and,  to  be  sure,  your 
embracing  an  epistolary  obligation  with  me,  is 
entailing  upon  yourself  an  additional  torment. 
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But  there  is  a  pleasure  in  the  variety  of  pain ; 
and  one  thing  I  can  assure  you,  which  is,  that  the 
letters  you  receive  from  me  shall  not  resemble 
anything  you  receive  in  black  and  white  from 
any  other  comer  of  the  globe ;  that  they  shall 
never  turn  upon  any  point  of  your  own  tedious 
business;  shall  never  contain  on  my  part  the 
shadow  of  a  grievance,  and  your  answers  to  them 
may  be  without  common  sense  or  connexion,  pro- 
vided they  are  kind  and  aflfectionate.  This,  I 
think,  makes  all  easy ;  so,  as  I  told  you  before, 
here  goes  No.  1  of  our  joint  lucubrations.  I 
shall  have  no  cares  very  soon,  for  I  shall  be 
without  a  shilling  of  worldly  substance,  and, 
consequently,  I  shall  become  a  choice  corre- 
spondent. 

*^  I  am  hurt  to  death  about  America ;  and  yet 
I  think  there  is  such  a  store  of  honest  principle 
and  sound  common  sense  on  both  sides  the  At- 
lantic, that  there  is  no*  room  to  dread  a  deep  and 
rancorous  quarrel.  One  favourable  turn,  one 
circumstance  of  sterling  value,  and  happily  im- 
proved, may  give  a  favourable  bias  to  the  whole 
of  these  transactions.  I  look  greedily  for  the 
man  and  the  moment,  but  I  am  too  little  in- 
formed to  know  whereabouts  I  ought  to  look  for 
them.  You  shall  be  my  Cicerone  in  America; 
and  in  return,  if  you  ever  should  be  singular 
enough  to  wish  to  see  daylight  into  the  obscure 
arcana  of  the  Holy  Eoman  Empire,  I  will  care- 
fully anatomise  the  whole  of  that  rotten  carcase 
for  your  inspection.     One  of  the  principal  mem- 
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bers  of  that  body  has  engaged  my  ministerial 
officers  to  decide  —  a  question  at  Whist !  You 
have  it  here,  enclosed  upon  a  scrap  of  paper. 
Tell  Dick  Cox  to  get  it  mstantly  decided  by  the 
White's  Club  rules,  and  to  put  that  decision  in 
five  words  upon  the  back  of  the  paper  which  you 
will  send  back  to  me.  You  see,  my  dear  Chamier, 
in  how  many  shapes  the  deep  and  active  talents 
of  a  politician  by  profession  are  employed !  How 
thrive  your  Austrian  garden  seeds?  Will  you 
have  any  more  of  them  ?  I  am  the  bosom  friend 
of  the  professor  of  botany,  and  we  will  rob  the 
state  to  serve  you.  Adieu,  my  Chamier;  my 
love  to  the  Oang.  I  would  give  a  thousand  acres 
of  my  land,  in  Tweeddale,  to  pass  one  year  among 
you. 

*^  Yours  ever, 

*^E.  M.  K." 

SIB   B.   M.   KEITH  TO  MB.   CHAMIEB. 

"  Vienna,  Jan.  2Ut,  1776, 
**  I  would  at  this  very  moment  give  fifty  pis- 
toles for  two  sheets  of  common  sense  in  regard 
to  the  history  of  John  Bull  and  his  refractory 
offspring  in  America.  I  am  bewildered  in  Mr. 
Woodfall's  lame  narration,  and  obscure  conjec- 
tures. I  see  rocks  on  all  sides,  and  have  not  a 
glimpse  of  a  pilot  to  guide  me  into  port.  You, 
my  Chamier,  shall  have  that  office,  for  I  am 
fully  persuaded  that  the  voyage  must  end  to  the 
advantage  of  all  parties,  though  I  cannot  see 
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a  finger  before  me  till  the  present  mist  is  cleared 
up. 

'^  There  is  not  a  man  of  sense  in  £mx>pe  who 
does  not  think  that  the  question  now  in  agitation 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  is  one 
of  the  most  important,  as  well  as  most  sin- 
gular, that  have  been  canvassed  for  many  cen- 
turies; but  you  would  laugh  to  see  how  few 
people  have  any  tolerable  notion  of  that  civil 
liberty,  the  bounds  of  which  are  now  to  be  de- 
fined between  mother  and  daughter,  for  the  good 
of  the  whole  family.  The  constitution  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  sacred  energy  of  her  laws,  is|, 
indeed,  the  only  subject  which  not  one  foreigner 
amongst  ten  millions  can  comprehend  with  any 
tolerable  degree  of  precision.  I  do  not  give 
lectures  upon  the  subject,  as  you  may  well 
believe,  my  dear  Chamier;  but  I  can't  help 
firetting  now  and  then,  when  I  hear  a  hundred 
decisive  voices  run  away  with  a  question,  the 
very  first  principle  of  which  is  to  them  Greek 
and  Hebrew.  I  hope  that  in  a  few  months  the 
firm  and  manly  conduct  of  our  government  'will 
produce  such  extensive  and  salutary  efifects,  as  may 
convince  all  mankind  that  the  authority  of  whole- 
some laws  is  the  very  essence  of  public  liberty. 

*^  January  2%th, 

"  In  the  last  sentence  of  the  last  letter  I  ever 
had  £rom  honest  Brad,  he  desired  me  to  share  his 
satisfection  at  your  recent  inheritance.  I  applaud 
lication  of  it,  and  am  clearly  of  opinion 
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that  the  best  way  to  show  our  gratitude  for  the 
favours  of  Providence,  or  the  bequests  of  friend- 
ship, is  to  draw  from  them  every  harmless  species 
of  cheerful  enjoyment.  Gro  on,  therefore,  my  dear 
Cham,  cut  all  your  rooms  and  your  domains  into' 
the  precise  shape  that  best  suits  your  fancy ;  and 
fit  me  up  a  little  snug  room,  with  blue  and  white 
paper,  and  a  hard  bed,  in  one  comer  of  your 
mansion.  Let  me  alone  for  taking  possession  of 
it,  sooner  than  you  thmk  o£  Hang  Lord  John 
Murray  1  He  may  live  fifty  years  for  me,  pro- 
vided I  am  not  obliged  to  pass  two  hours  of  them 
in  his  company.  I  have  not  a  promise,  or  the 
wish  for  a  promise  of  his  military  succession.  I 
would  not  thank  any  man  for  giving  me  a  regi- 
ment, whilst  any  honest  fellow,  my  senior  in  ser- 
vice, is  \mprovided ;  and  if  my  friends  will  engage 
to  live  as  long  as  I  do,  they  shaU  never  hear  me 
repine.  Peter  Taylor  said  my  father  wanted  parts, 
and  he  certainly  did  so,  if  forgetting  to  make  his 
sons  greedy  or  ambitious  be  an  unpardonable 
weakness.  I  am  going  to  sell  my  thousand  acres 
in  Tweeddale,  and  when  I  am  once  out  of  debt 
you  shall  see  what  a  pleasant  light-hearted  fellow 
your  Sir  Eobert  shall  be.  But  there's  no  being 
either  on  this  side  the  Channel.  I  must  get  a 
holiday,  and  come  amongst  you  for  a  few  months 
to  be  entirely  myself.  The  little  anecdote  about 
Lord  Suffolk  is  to  me  highly  flattering,  and  I  am 
happy  to  tell  you  (once  for  all),  that  his  Lord- 
ship, from  the  first  moment  of  our  starting  in  the 
same  career,  has  acted  towards  me  a  part  in  which 
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candour^  benevolence^  truth,  and  disinterested 
fiiendship,  have  so  equally  furnished  their  quota, 
that  I  find  it  hard  to  say  whether  I  am  more 
beholden  to  him  as  a  man  or  a  minister.  I  do  not 
exaggerate  in  praising  Lord  Suffolk,  for  I  speak  of 
a  heart  in  which  I  hold  a  place,  and  which  never 
gave  pain  when  it  could  with  justice  create  a 
pleasure.  Whenever  my  ragged  fortunes  star^ 
me  in  the  face,  I  think  of  my  proud  list  of  friends, 
and  smile  at  poverty.  "  Yours, 

SIB  B.   M.   KEITH  TO  MB.   CHAHIEB. 

"  Vienna,  Feb.  5th,  1775. 

*^  I  have  already  that  sort  of  impatient  hankering 
for  your  handwriting  which  I  used  to  have  after 
that  of  my  poor  friend,  and  that,  let  me  tell  you, 
my  dear  Cham,  is  no  indifferent  proof  of  the  cor- 
diality I  have  promised  you.  I  think  next  post 
will  bring  me  a  handsome  sheet  of  daylight  into 
American  matters,  which  to  me  are  hitherto  all 
mirk  and  mystery.  I  am  out  of  all  patience  with 
the  six  himdred  congresses  of  as  many  ragged 
American  villages,  and  I  long  to  hear  old  mother 
England  hold  to  them  the  language  of  affectionate 
authority  and  dignified  firmness.  I  would  not 
hurt  a  hair  of  their  crazy  heads,  if  I  could  help  it ; 
but  I  would  enforce  the  laws  with  temper  and 
moderation,  in  order  to  impress  upon  their 
memories  this  first  salutary  lesson  of  filial  obe- 
dience.   I  tell  you.  Master  Chamier,  that  I  neve^; 
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despair,  and  I  persist  in  affirming^  that  if  ten 
good  heads  or  warm  hearts  on  your  side  the  water, 
set  about  this  business  with  steadiness  and  per- 
severance, they  may  succeed  in  spite  of  clamour, 
faction,  and  peevishness,  wherever  they  may  have 
taken  root.  What !  would  you  have  me  to  believe 
that  John  Bull  is  blind  enough  not  to  see  the 
strait  and  fair  line  of  his  best  interests,  or  weak 
enough  to  be  wheedled  or  bullied  out  of  those 
rights  which  God  and  common  sense  have  bestowed 
upon  him  ?  I  will  not,  and  I  cannot  harbour  such 
an  idea  I  You  laugh  at  what  you  call  my  fond 
expectations  of  the  result  of  soimd  common  sense 
on  both  sides  the  Atlantic.  Why,  my  dear  Cha- 
mier,  the  very  occurrences  of  the  House  depose 
in  my  favour !  You  in  England  have  taken  the 
step  I  ventured  to  recommend  in  the  first  page  of 
this  epistle;  and  from  all  I  hear  of  American 
matters,  methinks  you  are  in  the  right  road. 
There  is  an  old  French  author,  the  Due  de  Bohan, 
who  writes  about  the  principles  of  government, 
and  says  of  that  of  England,  ^^  La  constitution  de 
UAngleterre  est  une  gravde  BSte,  qui  ne  saurait 
Tnouri/r  si  elle  ne  se  tuepas  eUe-mSme.^^  Now  that 
is  precisely  what  I  could  have  said  in  six  sheets 
of  paper,  and  not  more  clearly.  England  will  not 
hefelo  de  se  this  bout.  I  trust  in  Providence, 
and  in  the  manly  principles  of  Lord  North,  Lord 
Suffolk,  and  half  a  dozen  more  of  those  somid 
politicians  who  have  a  fair  and  just  preponderance 
in  the  management  of  that  constitution.  If  I 
hear  of  a  half  measure  in  the  next  six  months. 
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I  shall  be  sorry  for  it;  if  I  could  hear  of  a  cruel  one 
I  should  be  still  more  so.  But  there  is  at  bottom 
in  John  Bull^  and  all  his  children,  an  innate  prin- 
ciple of  humanity,  which  no  other  nation  under  the 
sun  can  boast  of.  John  Bull  can  quarrel  and  box 
with  his  own  brother,  and  give  or  take  a  black  eye 
with  every  exertion  of  his  hot-headedness ;  but  to 
shake  hands  'and  be  friends  again,  without  the 
smallest  remnant  of  rancour,  is  a  species  of  bene- 
volence which,  as  £ax  as  I  know,  belongs  to  John 
exclusively,  and  I  love  him  for  it  most  cordially. 

"Yours, 
"E.M.K'' 


SIR   B.  M.   KEITH  TO  MB.   CHAMIEB. 

"  ViennOf  March  ith. 


"  Do  you  know,  my  friend,  that  I  am  laying  the 
comer-stone  of  such  a  castle  in  the  air,  as  will 
lodge  you  and  all  my  intimates  most  comfortably : 
aye,  and  speedily  too,  if  no  untoward  accident 
overthrows  my  scaflfolding. 

"  I  hope  in  about  two  months  hence,  to  —  to 
employ  in  person  the  labours  of  your  corkscrew, 
instead  of  those  of  your  pen ;  and  to  take  posses- 
sion of  that  same  blue  and  white  room  at  Epsom, 
which  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last  But  mum 
is  the  word,  till  I  have  heard  once  more  from 
Cleveland  Bow,  and  satisfied  my  own  internal 
monitor  that  the  self-indulgence  of  such  a  trip 
can  in  no  shape  turn  to  the  detriment  of  the 
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kin^s  service.  I  both  respect  my  pnblic  daties, 
and  love  them ;  and  though  no  man  can  have  a 
better  plea  than  mine  for  obtaining  a  short  vaca- 
tion, I  shall  never  think  of  self  till  my  betters  are 
served.  If  my  castle  stands,  as  I  hope  it  will, 
remember  that  aftar  divesting  myself  most  cheer- 
fully of  all  my  terrestrial  property,  after  doing 
justice  to  my  family,  and  to  my  excellent  Drum- 
monds,  I  will  think  of  nothing  but  pleasure ;  and 
tiie  man  who  shall  dare  to  treat  me  as  a  poli- 
tician is  my  worst  of  foes,  and  shall  be  dealt  with 
as  such.  If  I  have  any  parts,  (a  point  about 
which  r  am  as  dubuca  as  Peter  Taylor,)  I  am 
determined,  to  leave  them  all  at  Vienna ;  and 
to  carry  notMng  to  Epeom  but  the  "  light  heart, 
and  the  ^  no  ^  pair  of  breeches,**  which  descend 
to  me  from  my  Highland  ancestors!  Whisper  to 
the  Oomff  my  intentions,  and  if  any  friend  asks 
you  what  the  deuce  I  can  have  to  do  in  England, 
tell  him  that  I  have  been  for  three  years  distressed, 
in  the  capital  of  the  Holy  Eoman  Empire,  with  a 
fisMnine  of  nonsense ;  which  I  fly  to  make  up  for 
in  the  company  of  a  dozen  of  the  most  harmless 
fellows  in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

The  purpose  is  an  honest  one,  and  I  wish  I 
maybe  hanged  if  I  have  any  other  in  the  journey. 
We  will  go  to  Hampton  *,  my  Chamier,  and  to 
Mistleyf,  and  to  Euston  J,  and  to  Coombank§,  and 
we  will  perform  wonders  of  merriment  everywhere. 

♦  Lord  Suffolk's.  t  Mr.  Eigby's. 

X  Duke  of  Grafton's.  §  Lord  Frederick  Campbell's. 

TOL.  n.  E 
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And  therefore  I  must  insist  upon  your  laying  down 
your  employment,  mdess  Lord  Barrington  will 
promise  that  you  shall  nerer  be  required  to  think 
or  write  one  quarter  of  an  honr  abont  bosinessy 
during  my  six  months'  intended  stay  in  England. 
Lord  Barrington  *  will  see  the  necessity  of  this 
indulg^ice ;  for  he  is  too  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  I  can  spare  you  from  my  pleasures,  to  sign 
the  mandates  for  his  bloody  massacres.  We  will 
call  upon  his  lordship  too  at  Beckett*,  if  he 
behaves  handsomely ;  and  I  will  tell  him,  over  a 
bottle  of  claret,  how  we  Germans  have  brought 
the  art  of  manslaughter  to  a  wonderful  degree 
of  perfection,  by  the  simple  virtues  of  a  crab- 
stick.  Tet  still  I  tell  you  that  mum  is  the 
word,  till  I  fire  the  signal  gun  in  my  next  epistle. 
This  one  is  long  enough  in  all  conscience,  for  I 
have  five  hundred  things  to  do,  and  each  of  them 
duller  than  another.  Conquer  America  before  I 
get  among  you,  that  I  may  have  no  plague  about 
the  matter ;  but  never  forget  that  I  order  you  to 
be  not  only  stouty  but  merdfuL  Adieu,  dear 
Cham ;  what  a  blessed  prospect  I  have  before  me^ 
if  all  bowls  run  fair !  Crod  bless  you,  my  honest 
friend. 

«  E.  M.  K" 


*  The  War  Secretaiy,  Mr.  Ghamier^s  prindpaL 
t  His  lordship's  seat. 


/^ 
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SIB  B.   M.   KEITH  TO  MB.   GHAMIEB. 

"  Vienna^  March  20th,  1775. 

"  I  will  make  haste  home  to  England,  my  dear 
Chamier,  if  it  were  for  no  other  reason  but  to  make 
you  a  present  of  a  better  microscope  for  examining 
narrowly  the  beauties  and  blemishes  of  human 
nature.  The  one  you  peeped  through,  when  you 
wrote  your  letter.  No.  7,  was  a  black,  and  yellow, 
and  green,  and  one  half  of  the  objects  were  turned 
topsy-turvy !  and  all  their  protuberances  appeared 
wens  and  ulcers.  I  will  not  allow  you,  my  dear 
friend,  to  copy  such  scarecrows ;  and  the  most  I 
can  possibly  allow  you  is,  when  I  have  painted  the 
outlines  of  Jack  Bull  or  Yankee  in  all  the  glaring 
tints  of  sky-blue  and  rose  colour,  that  you  shall 
dip  a  good  strong  pencil  in  dark  brown,  and  give 
both  force  and  truth  to  the  picture  by  a  masterly 
dark  hue  here  and  there.  How  the  deuce  is  it 
possible  that  a  man  of  so  warm  and  beneficent 
mind  as  yours,  blessed  with  excellent  friends,  and 
conscious  of  their  value,  should  think  so  hardly  as 
you  do  of  his  countrymen  ?  who,  with  stronger 
vices  and  virtues  than  any  other  nation  under 
the  sun,  have  never  suffered  one  day  to  pass  over 
my  head  amongst  them,  without  affording  me  some 
proof  of  feelings  and  generous  humanity. 

**  Their  necessitous  traders  in  foreign  ports,  the 
ferocious  miscreants  who  inhabit  the  outskirts  of 
our  colonies  in  America,  may  be  guilty  of  all  the 
crimes  you  ascribe  to  them,  without  their  ever 
affecting  my  opinions  concerning  the  bulk  of  the 
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community,  and  Fll  tell  you  why ;  because  when 
I  buy  a  large  piece  of  broad-cloth,  and  have  con- 
vinced myself  by  a  thorough  examination  that  it 
IB  well  spun,  well  woven,  and  warm  and  durable 
through  nine-tenths  of  the  web,  I  don't  value  it 
a  pin  the  less  because  it  has  been  fretted  and 
moth-eaten  within  two  inches  of  the  selvedge.  I 
love  mankind,  and  our  own  homeq)un  part  of  it, 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart ;  and  it  would  be  a 
pretty  thing  indeed,  if  a  fellow  like  me,  who  has 
his  SuffolkSy  his  Chamiers,  his  Drummonds^  his 
Campbells,  and  his  Conways  to  boast  o^  should 
lay  thorns  upon  his  own  pillow,  because  there  are 
thieves  and  pickpockets  in  the  purlieus  of  St. 
Giles's.  It  may  very  possibly  be,  my  dear 
Anthony,  that  I  overrate  the  qualities  of  every 
piece  of  stuff  that  I  handle ;  but  let  me  tell  you 
that  delusion  (if  it  be  one)  is  the  very  jewel  of 
my  cr9wn,  which  I  will  never  part  with.  So  much 
for  a  dissertation  upon  ourselves  —  now  to  bud- 
ness.  I  am  preparing  to  set  out  in  a  fortnight,  or 
little  more,  and  jogging  on  comfortably  through 
Bavaria,  Suabia,  and  France  (with  a  fandango  of 
eight  days  at  Paris),  I  shall  get  to  Calais  in  the 
first  week  of  May.  I  have  just  heard  that  Lord 
Stormont  is  going  to  England,  but  that  makes  no 
alteration  in  my  plan,  as  I  neither  wish  to  seethe 
grandees  in  familiar  intercourse,  nor  to  talk 
politics  at  Paris.  You  imagine  I  joked  when  I 
desired  you  to  fit  up  for  me  the  blue-white  room 
in  your  castle ;  I  hope  you  now  conceive  that  it 
is  downright  earnest. 
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**  You  know,  my  dear  Ghamier,  how  earnestly 
I  wish  to  be  of  some  service  to  the  widow  and 
children  of  our  deceased  friend.  Perhaps  a 
thorough  examination  of  character,  dispositions, 
talents,  and  circimistances,  nxay  put  it  in  my 
power  to  give  some  salutary  counsel ;  and  I  give 
you  my  word  that  I  shall  think  my  time  and 
efforts  very  well  employed  in  forwarding  an  object 
of  such  essential  importance.  I  may  have  too 
high  an  idea  of  my  own  weight  in  those  matters ; 
but  with  your  assistance,  and  all  the  motives  \3i 
gratitude  and  affection,  I  will  not  despair  of  being 
useful  to  that  distressed  family. 

**  Tell  Mrs.  Bradshaw  what  I  say,  and  prepare 
me  for  an  interference  which  I  flatter  myself  will 
appear  to  her  neither  presumptuous  nor  blame- 
able. 

"I  feel  the  hurry  of  approaching  departure 
already  coming  upon  me,  and  have  many  bottoms 
to  wind  up  before  I  draw  on  my  boots.  Adieu 
then,  my  dear  Chamier.  My  love  to  all  the  Oang. 
Give  me  a  sheet  of  your  best  at  Paris,  load  me 
with  your  commissions  there,  and  let  me  once 
have  it  in  my  power  to  boast  that  I  have  given 
you  some  proof  of  my  cordial  attachment. 

«  Yours, 

"E.M.K" 

The  enjoyment  of  this  long-desired  permission 

to  return  to  England,  must  have  been  enhanced 

by  the  kind  and  flattering  manner  in  which  it  was 

conveyed  by  Sir  R.  M.  Keith's  official  superior, 
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and  the  sympathy  expressed   with   his  recently 
wounded  private  feelings. 

[PrivaU,] 

LOBD  SUFFOLK   TO   SIR   B.   M.   KEITH. 

"  8t,  James's,  January  I7th,  1775. 

"Dear  Keith, 

"  You  shall  never  have  reason  to  deem 
your  confidence  ill  placed,  or  thrown  away  upon 
a  cold  insensible  friend.  I  enter  zealously  into 
every  part  of  your  condition  * ;  and  as  you  have 
made  me  heir  to  the  aflfections  you  have  placed 
on  those  who  are  gone,  I  will  not  be  an  ungrate- 
ful, and  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  an  useless  legatee. 
I  write  by  the  common  post,  and,  therefore,  am 
forced  to  suppress  half  I  feel,  and  half  I  wish  to 
say.  We'll  take  the  subject  up  again  when  we 
meet.  Let  it  suffice  at  present  that  I  read  your 
letter  with  all  the  warmth  with  which  you  wrote 
it. 

"  The  most  gracious  of  masters  allows  me  to  send 
you  a  leave  of  absence  (which  I  hereby  convey) 
without  waiting  for  further  application.  You  are 
at  liberty  to  profit  by  it,  as  soon  as  you  please,  as 
I  am  confident  that,  if  anything  happens  to  ren- 
der your  departure  from  Vienna  inconsistent  with 
the  king's  service,  it  will  sleep  very  quietly  in 
your  pocket.     At  present,  I  foresee  no  such  event. 

*  The  family  affairs  of  Sir  R  M.  Keith,  and  the  death  some 
months  before  (to  which,  and  to  Mr.  BradshaVs,  Lord  S. 
feelingly  alludes)  of  his  venerable  father,  rendered  extremely 
desirable  this  visit  to  his  native  country. 
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I  hope  I  need  not  assure  you  of  the  cordial  satis- 
faction with  which  I  look  forward  to  our  meeting. 
God  bless  you,  my  dear  Keith.  Believe  me,  not 
in  expression  only,  but  in  fact,  your  aflFectionate 
and  faithful  friend, 

*^  Suffolk." 

So  very  small  a  portion  of  the  life  of  one  at- 
tached by  feelings  of  no  common  warmth  and  pa 
triotism  to  his  native  country,  were  passed  within 
the  precincts  of  the  Britain  —  still  less  of  the  Scot- 
land —  he  loved  so  dearly,  that  the  little  episode 
of  Sir  Eobert  Keith's  election  to  represent  the 
county  in  which  his  family  estate  was  situated,  will 
not  be  deemed  intrusive ;  especially  as  while  the 
readiness  with  which  the  popular  candidate  was 
hailed  by  the  gentlemen  electors,  is  proved  by  the 
flattering  letters  yet  extant  in  their  respective 
handwritings  —  a  something  apparently  equivo- 
cal in  the  support  of  an  influential  nobleman,  drew 
forth  one'  of  those  manly,  straightforward  exhi- 
bitions of  character,  which,  standing  out,  as  they 
occasionally  did,  from  the  usually  unruffled  tenour 
of  a  life,  of  which  urbanity  and  good  temper  formed 
the  prevailing  characteristics  —  serve  to  prove  the 
perfect  compatibility  with  these  endearing  quali- 
ties of  the  nicest  sense  of  honour,  and  most  un- 
compromising vindication  of  individual  rights. 

Sir  E.  M.  Keith  having  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence in  the  year  1775,  to  regulate  his  private 
affairs,  and  enjoy  a  few  months'  relaxation  from 
the  duties  of  his  mission,  had  arrived  in  England 
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towards  the  exA  of  ApriL  To  prove  with  what 
feelings  the  eveirt  had  been  anticipated  by  his 
friends^  and  in  corroboration  of  the  features  of 
character  assigned  to  him  (it  may  be  thou^t  too 
partially)  above,  it  is  impossible  to  resist  quoting 
the  effusions  of  a  friendship,  so  honourable  to 
both,  as  that  of  Lord  Frederick  Campbell  on  the 
occasion :  — 

"  Coombanky  Ajml  2(WA,  1776- 

**  It  is  a  great  comfort,  my  dear  Keith,  to  fcuow 
that  I  am  so  soon  to  see  May — the  chimney- 
sweeper's garlands  —  and  yourself!  I  doubt,  as 
you  say,  whether  you  are  a  whit  richer  or  more 
grave  than  these  black  gentl^neu,  but  I  am  sure 
you  are  wiser,  therefore  I  need  only  say  a  word  to 
your  Excellency ;  the  house  in  Parliament  Street 
is  yours,  saving  and  reserving  to  me  a  bed-cham- 
ber. The  family  are  all  settled  here;  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Parliament,  and  a  great  deal  of 
your  company,  may  force  me  at  times  to  London 
nothing  less.  Fine  weather,  good  friends,  and 
Frederick,  will,  I  trust,  often  draw  you  to  Coom- 
bank.  You  are  no  farm^.  I  have  nothing  worth 
sending  from  hence.  Adieu,  my  dear  Keith. 
This  only  comes  to  insure  your  depositing  your- 
self at  my  door. 

"  Yours,  most  truly, 

**F.  C." 

A  natural  delicacy  having  created  some  hesi- 
tation in  accepting  the  above  friendly  oflfer,  it  was 
thus  reiterated :  — 
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**  Friday,  Maif  6th. 
"  I  doubt,  my  dear  Keith,  if  there  ever  was  a 
compliment  between  you  and  me ;  but  I  am  sure 
there  must  not  be  any  for  the  future.  I  said. 
Parliament  ^eet  was  yours,  and  I  meant  exactly 
what  was  said*  Mrs.  Frederick  will  not  be  in 
town;  she  expects  a  little  love  at  Coombank. 
How  I  rejoice  to  know  you  are  goming,  like  the 
spring  itself — wa/rm^  mild,  and  cheerful! 
**  Yours,  most  truly, 

«F.  C." 

The  anticipated  visit,  and  others  alluded  to  in 
the  correspondence,  having  briefly  taken  place, 
Sir  Eobert  flew  of  com-se,  as  soon  as  business  per- 
mitted, to  visit  his  native  country,  and  cheer  with 
his  presence  the  house  which  the  previous  year 
had  been  deprived  of  its  venerable  head.  Of  this 
meeting  with  his  sisters  no  record  has  unfortu- 
nately been  preserved. 

Business,  however,  and  the  approach  of  winter, 
not  to  mention  the  attraction  of  such  friends,  had 
recalled  Sir  Eobert  to  London,  when  the  following 
note  from  Mr.  Fraser  of  the  War  OflBce,  Under 
Secretary  to  his  friend  and  principal.  Lord  Suffolk, 
conveyed  to  him  the  news  of  the  vacancy  in  the 
representation  of  the  county  of  Peebles :  — 

«Deab  Sib, 

**I  called  upon  you  to  mention  a  cir- 
cumstance which  I  thought  it  might  be  of  moment 
to  you  to  have  the  earliest  notice  of.  I  have  just 
heard,  at  the  House  of  Commons,  that  Adam  Hay 
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died  of  an  inflammation  this  morning.  If  I  mis- 
take not,  you  are  a  freeholder  in  the  county  he 
represented ;  and  I  fancy,  if  taken  in  time,  may 
succeed  him.  The  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland 
can  be  of  great  use  there.  Excuse  this  liberty. 
**  Yours  very  much, 

«J.  Fraser." 

A  seat  in  Parliament  (not  then  deemed  incom- 
patible with  a  temporary  absence  from  England, 
which  any  change  of  ministry  might  terminate  — 
though,  on  his  prolonged  residence  abroad,  the 
upright  feelings  of  Sir  Eobert  Keith  led  him 
afterwards  to  relinquish  it)  having  been  to  him 
an  object  of  legitimate  ambition,  he  manifested 
his  usual  energy  and  decision  in  pursuing  it.  One 
day  only  elapsed  from  the  intimation,  ere  having 
written  a  letter,  expressive  of  his  views,  to  the 
friend  of  his  family,  and  at  that  time  most  influ- 
ential individual  in  Scotland,  one  moreover  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  county  of  Peebles  — 
Lord  Chief  Baron  Montgomery;  he  followed  it 
up  by  a  journey  so  rapid  for  the  season  and  times, 
as  almost  to  imitate  the  transits  (which  would  then 
have  seemed  fabulous)  of  our  day. 

Circumstances  did  not  permit  him  to  leave 
London  until  pretty  late  on  November  17th,  and 
on  the  19th  he  had  reached  within  a  few  hours  of 
Edinburgh — a  feat  implying  "  seventy  years  ago  " 
considerable  energy  of  purpose. 

The  address  by  which  this  was  followed  up 
iJCiay,  by  its  simple  brevity,  be  contrasted  with 
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elaborate  modern  manifestos.     It  bore  the  then 
respectful  form  of  an  individual  appeal. 

"  The  death  of  our  late  worthy  member, 
Mr.  Hay,  having  made  a  vacancy  in  Parliament, 
I  take  the  liberty  to  solicit  the  honour  of  your 
support  and  interest  in  my  favour  at  the  ap- 
proaching election  for  the  county  of  Peebles. 

"It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  personally  assuring  you,  that  if  a 
body  of  electors  so  truly  respectable  shall  esteem 
me  worthy  to  be  their  representative,  I  shall 
have  no  greater  ambition  than  to  strengthen  their 
esteem  by  my  conduct  in  Parliament ;  as  well  as 
by  dedicating  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  the 
most  zealous,  uninfluenced,  and  grateful  services 
of  my  future  life." 

The  appeal  thus  fearlessly  and  honestly  made 
was  most  gratifyingly  responded  to.  Sir  Eobert 
thus  writes  to  his  friend.  Lord  Suffolk :  — 

**  I  dined  at  the  Chief  Baron's,  with  a  great 
number  of  the  principal  freeholders.  His  lord- 
ship proposed  me  as  a  candidate,  drank  to  unani- 
mity in  the  county,  and  every  person  present 
assured  me  of  their  interest,  and  of  their  hopes 
that  the  election  will  be  unanimous.  The  sheriff 
of  the  county  was  present.  I  delivered  to  him 
the  writ  of  election.  The  day  is  appointed  for 
the  15th  of  December,  and  no  appearance  of 
opposition  to  be  heard  of." 
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Thus  far  all  had  proceeded  smoothly  towards 
undisputed  success;  but  an  unexpected  obstacle 
haying  arisen,  in  some  previously-entertained 
views  of  Lord  March,  which  it  was  proposed  to 
Sir  Eobert,  and  pressed  on  him  too,  to  purchase  the 
immediate  relinquishment  of,  by  the  compromise 
of  engaging  to  support  his  lordship  on  a  future 
occasion  —  the  spirit  and  decision  of  character 
already  alluded  to  gave  birth  to  the  following 
indignant  repudiation  of  an  expedient,  by  which 
he  was  assured  his  return  on  the  present  vacancy 
would  be  rendered  certain.  If  the  remark  were 
not  too  fanciful,  it  might  be  imagined  that  in 
the  copy,  yet  extant,  the  usually  firm  characters  of 
Sir  Eobert's  clear  handwriting  had  derived  addi- 
tional boldness  from  the  subject-matter  of  the 
paper.     It  runs  thus :  — 

"  The  warm  and  unconditional  support  of  Lord 
March  to  Sir  Sobert  Murray  Keith,  when  he  first 
mentioned  his  intention  to  offer  himself  as  a 
candidate  for  the  county  of  Peebles,  would  have 
been  looked  upon  by  Sir  Eobert  as  an  essential 
favour,  and  acknowledged  accordingly. 

**If  Lord  March  withdraws  at  this  moment 
his  opposition  to  Sir  Eobert's  election,  it  must  be 
in  consequence  of  the  request  of  his  lordship's 
friends,  and  by  no  means  of  any  such  request 
made  by,  or  for  Sir  Eobert.  The  motive  of  with- 
drawing it  is  to  accommodate  the  wishes  of  Lord 
March's  friends,  and  theirs  only.  Sir  Eobert 
therefore  receives  by  this  measure  no  personal 
favour  from  Lord  March. 
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'^He  now  stands  (as  he  has  done  from  the 
beginning)  an  independent^  uninfluenced,  and  un- 
restricted candidate,  for  the  honour  of  represent- 
ing tiiie  county  of  Peebles  in  Parliament  He 
wishes  that  Lord  March's  friends,  and  every  gen- 
tleman of  the  county  may  know  that  he  oflFers 
his  services  to  them  for  this,  and  every  succeed- 
ing Parliament,  whilst  those  services  can  be 
acceptable ;  and  that  in  the  event  of  his  ceasing, 
at  any  future  period,  to  request  the  honour  of 
their  votes  for  himself,  he  will  be  at  full  liberty 
to  oppose  the  interest  of  Lord  March,  or  that 
of  any  other  individual  in  the  county,  whose 
election  may  at  that  time  appear  to  Sir  Eobert 
detrimental  to  the  true  interests  of  the  county  at 
large. 

"  This  declaration  he  has  read,  and  delivered 
in  writing  to  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  allowing 
him  to  make  what  use  of  it  he  thinks  proper,  as 
Sir  Eobert  intends  to  hold  the  same  language  to 
every  freeholder  of  the  county." 

The  result  of  this  spirited  conduct  was  (as  we 
shall  find  on  a  subsequent  and  more  important 
occasion)  complete.  A  minute,  subjoined,  in  the 
same  handwriting,  runs  thus :  — 

"The  Lord  Chief  Baron  has  this  day  assured 
Sir  Eobert  Murray  Keith,  in  presence  of  Lord 
Elliot  and  Mr.  Solicitor  Murray,  that  he  is  au- 
thorised by  Lord  March,  and  does  offer  in  his 
lordship's  name  to  Sir  Eobert,  Lord  March's 
unconditional  support  at  the  ensuing  election  for 
the  county  of  Peebles ;  and  it  is  clearly  imder- 
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stood  by  all  these  gentlemen  tliat  no  stipulation 
whatever  is  claimed  or  expected  of  Sir  Eobert, 
by  which  he  can  be  in  any  shape  restricted,  in 
regard  to  the  part  he  may  think  proper  to  take 
at  any  subsequent  election  for  the  said  county," 

Of  the  kind  interest  taken  by  his  English 
friends  in  the  successful  result  of  his  expedition 
many  proofs  remain.  Previous  to  the  decision. 
Lord  SuflFolk  thus  writes :  — 

"Mt  dear  Sib  Eobert, 

*^  I  heartily  wish  you  a  good  journey  into 
Scotland,  and  all  success  in  the  business  you  are 
going  upon.  Wherever  my  wishes  are  likely  to 
be  attended  to,  I  beg  you  will  let  it  be  known 
how  entirely  you  have  them,  and  how  happy  I 
shall  be  to  see  you  returned  Knight  of  the  Shire 
for  the  county  of  Peebles.  Pray  present  my  best 
compliments  to  my  Lord  Chief  Baron,  and  believe 
me  upon  all  occasions, 

"  Your  most  affectionate  and  faithful  servant, 

"  Suffolk." 

Mr.  Fraser  thus  warmly  expresses  himself:  — 
"  8t.  JanuiiSy  Nov,  22nd,  1776. 

**  Sir  Eobert  for  ever !  Huzza !  Success  attend 
you,  is  my  very  sincere  wish ;  and  I  find  I  shall 
not  be  disappointed.  —  You  have  all  the  support 
you  deserve." 

When  the  event  had  become  known,  it  drew 
forth  from  his  staunch  friend.  Lord  Frederick 
Campbell,  the  follo\ring :  — 
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''Dec,  26th,  1775. 
"I  did  not  leave  town,  dear  Keith,  till  Friday 
morning.  Often  did  I  dine  with  the  Dnimmonds 
in  expectation  of  seeing  you  come  in,  all  dirt,  and 
worthy  of  us  Parliament  diriy  dogs.  I  knew  all 
was  safe,  but  I  wished  to  know  so  from  youradf. 
I  have  now  only  to  rejoice,  and  thank  you  for  your 
kind  thought  of  a  little  quiet  and  comfort  at  Coom- 
bank.  You  will  make  Lady  Frederick  and  me 
truly  happy.    When  shall  we  see  you  ? 

"F.  C." 

The  sojourn  in  England  which  so  many  cir- 
cumstances, public  and  private,  combined  to 
render  agreeable,  was  abruptly  concluded,  in  the 
following  April,  by  a  hint  from  a  then  8u6- 
ordvnate  friend  in  office,  which  Sir  Eobert  was 
not  the  man  to  disregard. 

Mr.  Eden,  afterwards  Lord  Auckland,  then 
Secretary  under  Lord  Suffolk,  whose  friendship 
for  Sir  E.  M.  Keith  he  seems  thus  early  to  have 
shared,  and  subsequently  to  have  inherited,  thus 
writes:  — 

"  8i.  Jame^  Street,  Friday,  half -past  12. 

"  My  deak  Sik, 

"As  it  appears,  from  Mr.  Ernst's*  letter 
of  the  6th  instant,  that  the  Empress  Queen  is  in 
a  very  dangerous  state  of  health,  and  in  a  way 
that  may  end  in  her  immediate  decease,  I  think 
it  right  to  submit  to  you,  en  am%  for  your  private 

*  Sip  R.  M.  Keith's  priyate  secretary. 
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consideratioii,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient 
to  desire  to  retom  to  your  post  within  the  next 
forty-eight  hours. 

^The  alarm  may  prove  premature,  (n*  if  it  should 
not  be  so,  Mr«  Ernst  appears,  at  all  eirents,  to  be 
fully  capable.  Yet  your  rank,  experience,  infor- 
mation, &C.  &a,  will  all  be  of  ccmsequence  in  ihe 
opening  of  a  new  reign. 

'^  Yours  £uthfnlly  and  affectionately, 

«Wii.  Enra.'' 

How  promptly  this  unofficial  hint  was  acted 
upon,  by  one  whose  motto  (as  the  son  of  Maria 
Theresa  afterwards  said  of  him)  was  ^decision 
and  punctuaUty,"  we  have  incidental  means  of 
verifying.  Though  the  above  note  is  without 
any  specific  date,  yet  a  letter  from  Vienna  of 
the  6th,  could  not,  even  by  estafettey  have  reached 
London  sooner  than  the  12th  or  13th  (the  course 
of  post  between  the  capitals  seems  then  to  have 
been  a  fortnigkt);  and  by  the  19th  (or  a  day 
earlier  indeed)  the  following  letter  shows  the 
indefatigable  traveller,  who  must  have  posted 
day  and  night,  to  have  reached  Ulm ;  his  twenty- 
four  hours'  repose  at  which  was  probably  jus- 
tified by  accounts  of  the  Empress's  am^ided 
health. 

HB.  HUGH  ELLIOT  TO  SIB  B.  IC  KEITH. 

"  Ulrn,  I9tk  April,  1776. 

"Mt  dbab  Sib  Bobebt, 

"  Although  it  is  barely  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  since  you  left  me^  I  cannot  resist  the  desire 
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I  feel  of  putting  pen  to  paper,  to  thank  you 
again  and  again  for  the  many  unlooked-for  marks 
of  friendship  and  thorough  confidence  which  you 
have  heaped  upon  me  within  the  last  twenty-four 
hours. 

**  I  am  really  writing  from  the  very  bottom  of 
my  heart,  when  I  assure  you,  that  it  is  neither 
the  being  flattered  with  your  attentions  to  me, 
nor  interested  reflections  on  the  personal  advan- 
tages I  may  reap  fi-om  your  connection  or  support, 
that  dictate  the  warmest  expressions  of  real  gra- 
titude and  regard.  No !  Sir  Eobert,  I  hope  it 
is  a  real  sympathy  of  soul,  in  those  humane, 
manly,  and  judicious  sentiments,  which,  even 
during  the  short  period  we  have  passed  together, 
have  displayed  themselves  to  me  in  their  full 
vigour.  Excuse  this  incoherent  style;  I  am 
excited,  and  write  as  I  feel :  whatever  may  have 
passed  between  us  on  self-interested  objects,  is 
merely  secondary  in  my  mind  to  what  regards- 
the  exertion  of  principles  such  as  you  avow,  and, 
I  know,  would  approve  of.  But  even  your  advice 
on  that  head  is  not  what  makes  the  greatest 
impression  upon  me.  It  is  that  frank  and  un- 
reserved proffer  of  your  friendship  that  I  wish  to 
prove  myself  worthy  of.  I  feel  sensibly  the  want 
of  necessary  knowledge  and  experience ;  but  no 
diligence  or  application  shall  be  wanting  on  my 
side  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  Excuse  this 
scrawl.  But  I  am  desirous  that,  among  the  old 
friends  you  are  going  to  meet,  this  may  be  per- 
mitted to  remind  you  of  one,  who  indeed  has 

VOL.  II.  F 


66  THE  BOXAKCX  OV  DIFLOXACT. 

no  other  claim  upon  yon  than  the  sincerity  of  his 
attachment,  and  desire  of  tiring  every  oppor- 
tonity  to  int>Ye  how  sincerely  he  is  your  devoted, 

**HuGH  Elliott." 

This  letter  cannot  be  passed  over  without  com- 
ment; both  as  affording,  from  the  intensity  of 
the  feelings  it  expresses  (the  result  of  one  inter- 
view), some  idea  of  the  fEiscination  for  goody 
exercised  over  the  ingenuous  mind  of  youth,'by  the 
warmest  friend  it  perhaps  ever  possessed;  and 
still  more  from  the  noble  exemplification,  in  the 
afterwards  distinguished  diplomatic  career  of  the 
writer,  of  the  very  principles  and  sentiments  with 
which  it  had  been  the  benevolent  purpose  of  the 
veteran  in  its  field  to  imbue  his  docile  junior. 
Twelve  years  later,  Mr.  Elliott  (then  Sir  E.  Keith's 
worthy  successor  at  Copenhagen)  enjoyed  and 
improved  to  the  utmost  a  similar  opportunity  of 
•interfering,  with  a  spirit  and  dignity  allied  to 
that  of  his  tutor  in  politics,  in  the  affairs  of  the 
same  northern  kingdoms;  ^^ passing  over  from 
Denmark  on  his  own  responsibility  (there  being, 
strange  to  say!  then  no  minister  from  Great 
Britain,  Prussia,  or  France,  at  the  Court  of 
Stockholm,")  to  avert,  by  his  successful  inter- 
position, the  horrors  of  war  from  both  nations, 
and  of  absolute  ruin  from  the  latter,  menaced  by 
the  invasion  of  12,000  Danish  auxiliaries  to 
Bussia,  with  the  loss  of  Grottenburg,  and  with  it 
of  the  kingdom.  In  the  self-assumed  character 
(afterwards  ftdly  recognised)  of  delegate  from 
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those  firiendly,  but  distant^  mediating  powers, 
Mr.  Elliott,  "  with  a  zeal,  address,  dexterity,  and 
ability,  in  a  delicate  and  difficult  negotiation, 
which  have  been  seldom  equalled,  and  never 
exceeded,"  enforced  and  obtained  an  armistice, 
by  which  the  king  and  realm  of  Sweden  were 
ultimately  saved.  And  then  (not  less  in  the 
spirit  of  the  advice  alluded  to  in  the  letter)  when 
the  versatility  and  tergiversation  of  the  rescued 
prince  made  him  depart  from  the  plain  and 
straightforward  path  which  became  his  rank  and 
dignity  —  it  was  the  British  envoy's  noble  part 
to  vindicate  his  "  country's  veracity,  stable  as  the 
foundation  of  her  island ; "  and  having  been  com- 
plimented by  the  king  on  his  glorious  situation 
of  "  an  individual,  sole  depositary  of  the  solemn 
word  of  a  great  king,"  to  remind  him,  "in  the 
sacred  name  of  truth,"  of  the  necessity  of  ad- 
hering to  engagements  contracted  under  its  sanc- 
tion. 

DR.   ROBERTSON*   TO   SIR  R.   M.   KEITH. 

"  Edinburgh,  August  I2th,  1776. 

"Dear  Sir, 

"  Though  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  attending 
to  my  literary  commission  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury as  carefully  as  you  would  do  to  a  Secretary  of 
State's  despatch  of  the  present  one,  yet  a  resolu- 
tion I  have  come  to  obliges  me  to  take  the  liberty 
of  inquiring  what  success  you  have  met  with  in 

*  The  eminent  historian  of  America  and  of  Charles  the 
Fifth,  and  Principal  of  the  Edinburgh  University. 
r  2 
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your  inquiries  about  the  Mexican  paintings  in  the 
Imperial  Library. 

**  I  had  determined  to  defer  publishing  any  part 
of  my  History  of  America  until  the  whole  was 
completed.  But  the  unfortunate  situation  into 
which  we  have  got  with  our  colonies  obliges  me 
to  alter  that  resolution.  It  is  impossible  to  give 
any  description  of  their  political  or  commercial 
situation,  or  to  venture  upon  any  speculation 
concerning  them,  while  the  contest  between  us 
remains  undecided.  Instead  of  a  History,  one 
could  write  only  the  conjecture  or  factious  pam- 
phlet of  the  day.  In  whatever  way  the  dispute 
terminates,  a  new  face  of  things  must  be  intro- 
duced into  British  America;  the  colonies  must 
either  become  independent  states,  or  be  reduced 
to  a  more  perfect  dependence  than  formerly.  It 
becomes  necessary,  then,  to  wait  for  some  time, 
before  one  can  publish  anything  concerning  them. 
When  that  period  may  arrive  is  uncertain :  and 
in  the  meantime  a  juncture,  when  the  attention, 
not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  of  all  Europe,  is 
turned  to  America,  and  which  renders  every 
publication  concerning  it  interesting,  will  be 
lost. 

"This  has  induced  me  to  seize  the  occasion 
that  presents  itself,  and  to  publish  this  winter  the 
two  first  volumes  of  my  work.  These  will  contain 
the  history  of  the  discovery  of  America ;  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Spanish  arms  there;  the  conquest  of 
Mexico  and  Peru ;  as  much  of  the  natural  history 
of  the  New  World  as  is  fit  for  a  book  of  general 
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reading ;  a  long  inquiry  into  the  manners  of  its 
rudest  inhabitants;  a  view  of  the  Mexican  and 
Peruvian  monarchies ;  and  a  large  detail  of  the 
state  of  Spanish  settlements,  and  their  colonisation, 
which  have  served  as  our  model,  and  that  of  all 
other  nations,  in  their  establishments  in  the  New 
World.  I  flatter  myself,  that  from  the  uncom- 
mon opportunities  I  have  had  of  getting  informa- 
tion from  Spain,  this  book  may  prove  interesting 
and  curious.  I  have  sold  it  to  my  former  pro- 
prietors, and  at  the  same  rate  with  Charles  the 
Fifth;  so  that  the  decision  concerning  literary^ 
property  has  not  affected  the  sale  of  books. 

**  From  this  long  detail,  with  which  I  should  not 
have  troubled  you,  had  I  not  known  that  nous 
autres  savanSy  and  oiu:  affairs,  are  of  greater  esti- 
mation among  you  continental  gentlemen  of  rank 
and  fashion  than  they  are  in  this  island,  you  will 
perceive  of  how  much  consequence  it  will  be  to 
me  to  be  informed  soon  whether  you  can  procure 
me  an  accurate  copy  of  tne  Mexican  paintings, 
that  I  may  judge  whether  they  are  of  such  merit 
as  to  be  published.  I  hope  you  will  believe  that 
I  feel  very  sensibly  the  kindness  with  which  you 
undertook  this  commission,  which  I  am  aware 
will  give  you  a  great  deal  of  trouble ;  I  will  not 
add  to  it  by  labouring  any  apology.  I  have  the 
honoiu:  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  dear 
Sir,  &c 

"  W.  EOBBRTSON.* 

"P.S.  —On  Friday,  I  saw  for  the  last  time  our 

T   3 
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worthy  friend,  Mr.  Hume.*  He  died  yesterday, 
as  much  beloved  by  those  who  enjoyed  his  so- 
ciety, for  his  amiable  qualities,  as  he  was  admired 
by  others  for  his  genius  and  talents." 


THE   DUCHESS  OF  KINGSTON  f  TO   SIR   R.   M.   KEITH. 

*' London,  May,  1776. 
^^SlR, 

"The last  time  I  had  the  honour  to  see 
you  at  my  house,  it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  it 
would  be  necessary  for  me  to  trouble  you  upon 
the  subject  that  this  letter  will  contain.  But  as 
you  are  sensible  how  greatly  you  was  esteemed 

*  This  announcement  of  the  death  of  one  great  historian  by 
another  is  very  interesting. 

t  The  notoriety  of  this  personage,  with  whose  trial  and  con- 
viction for  bigamy  all  England,  and  indeed  Europe,  at  one 
time  rang,  renders  curious  her  attempted  version  of  transactions 
so  little  creditable  to  her  sex  and  coimtiy.  When  this  was 
written,  the  fact,  afterwards  «tibstantiated  in  open  court,  of  the 
fraudulent  destruction  of  the  record  of  her  prior  marriage  with 
Lord  Bristol,  was  rather  surmised  than  proved.  Yet  so  equi- 
vocal was  her  position,  that  on  the  death  of  her  second  lord, 
Walpole  thus  writes,  "  All  tongues  are  busy  with  her  Grace  of 
Kingston.  The  Duke  is  dead,  and  has  given  her  his  whole 
estate  for  life,  and  his  personals  for  ever.  To  make  her  swre  of  it 
she  is  entitled  in  the  will,  *  My  dearest  wife  Elizabeth  Duchess 
of  Kingston,  alias  Elizabeth  Chadleigh,  alias  Elizabeth  Harvey.' 
Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  Duchess  described  in  a  will  as  a  street- 
walker is  indicted  at  the  Old  Bailey  ?  "  Of  the  trial  he  says,  "  Is 
it  not  a  burlesque?  when  there  could  not  be  one  person  in  the  hall 
who  Vas  not  as  much  convinced  of  her  bigamy  as  of  his  own  exist- 
ence ?  "  She  settled,  at  a  later  period,  in  Italy.  He  writes  to 
Sir  Horace  Mann,  "  Your  Duchess  of  Kingston  is  a  shameless 
mountebank;  as  great  a  comedian  as  Sixtus  Quintus  himself." 
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by  my  dear  Duke  of  Kingston,  and  my  friend 
Lord  Granby,  and  respected  greatly  by  myself — 
I  take  the  liberty  to  acquaint  you  with  some 
circumstances  with  regard  to  my  aflfairs.  The 
inveteracy  of  my  enemies  does  not  only  persecute 
me  at  law,  but  also  in  the  public  papers,  against 
which  there  is  no  guard ;  nor  can  I  wage  war  with 
all  the  hungry  garrets  in  the  English  metropolis. 
My  lawyers  assure  me  there  is  not  the  least 
danger  of  my  suflfering  by  this  persecution,  if  my 
mind  can  remain  easy.  For  the  Ecclesiastical 
Court  gave  a  full  sentence  in  my  favour,  and 
permission  (as  you  and  all  England  know)  to 
marry  with  whom  I  should  choose;  and  Mr. 
Harvey  made  a  public  renunciation,  even  in  the 
Duke's  house,  by  his  proctor,  in  form  of  law ;  and 
I  married  the  for-ever-dear  Duke  of  Kingston, 
with  the  Archbishop's  licence,  before  forty  persons, 
with  the  approbation  of  my  Eoyal  Mistress,  the 
Princess  Dowager  of  Wales,  and  all  the  Eoyal 
Family,  who,  with  all  the  Court,  wore  my  favours 
for  a  week. 

**  Every  token  of  aflfection  and  approbation, 
during  my  Lord's  life,  and  at  his  death,  he  gave 
me ;  leaving  his  personal  estate  to  me  for  ever, 
and  confirmed  my  marriage  settlement  by  will ; 
leaving  me  for  my  widowhood  all  of  which  he 
was  possessed.  And  it  was  to  my  own  generosity 
the  family  owed  the  benefit  of  succeeding  to  me ; 
for  his  love  and  friendship  was  such,  that  had  I  * 
not  resisted  by  prayers  alid  tears  to  his  request, 
he  would  have  given  it  to   me  for  ever.     The 
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eldest  nephew,  for  many  reasons,  was  disinherited. 
The  principal  cause  was,  that  when  he  had  (as 
you  know)  thie  advantage  of  being  aide-de-camp 
to  Duke  Ferdinand  in  the  late  war,  he  quitted 
that  p6st  of  honour  and  immediate  service,  to 
retire  into  a  marching  regiment,  unemployed, 
and  afterwards  quitted  the  army,  and  lived  extra- 
vagantly on  the  hope  of  a  succession,  which  it 
was  happily  in  the  Duke's  power  to  give  to  his 
more  worthy  brothers. 

"But  not  to  trouble  you  too  far,  my  heart 
bleeds  for  the  ill  impressions  my  friends  in  Ger- 
many may  take  from  the  evil  reports  of  the  public 
papers;  and  I  depend  upon  your  friendship  to 
speak  of  the  affair  as  it  is.*  For  if,  from  any 
quibble  in  the  law  (which  Grod  forbid,  and  we  do 
not  expect)  it  should  be  differently  judged,  it  will 
be  a  consolation  that  good  men  should  know  that 
it  was  with  the  sanction  of  the  Church,  Law,  and 
Court,  I  imited  myself  to  the  most  honourable, 

*  The  good  will  expressed  in  this  epistle,  by  the  too  celebrated 
Duchess,  was  certainly  not  reciprocal.  Sir  K.  M.  Keith  haying 
been  jestingly  recommended  by  some  one  to  turn  it  to  advan* 
tage,  and  appropriate  the  enormous  jointure,  thus  jocularly 
alludes  to  it :  —  "  What  say  you  to  my  marrying  (as  has  been 
proposed  to  me)  the  cUmble  Dowager  of  Kingston !  If  her  Grace 
(as  she  is  fond  of  pairs)  would  agree  to  take  along  with  me  a 
strapping  Horse  Guards*  officer,  there  might  be  no  objection." 
In  another,  and  more  indignant  mood,  he  exclaims,  "  Faugh  I 
the  very  idea  is  revolting !  Let  her  carry  her  Duchess-ship  and 
'  hep  dowry  to  some  other  market."  Nay,  so  uncourteously  did 
the  usually  urbane  plenipo  return  her  civilities,  that  he  is  con- 
gratulated by  a  correspondent  for  having,  by  his  interposition, 
effected  her  exclusion  from  the  correct  court  of  Vienna  I 
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just,  and  good  being  our  country  ever  produced ; 
and  I  can  submit  to  anything  that  may  befal  me 
in  this  world,  knowing  that  Grod  will  not  afi3ict 
me  more  than  I  am  able  to  bear.  I  wish  you 
health  and  happiness ;  and  depending  upon  your 
goodness  of  heart  to  excuse  me, 

"  I  remain  for  ever, 
"  Your  sincere  humble  servant, 

"E.  Kingston." 

Few  circumstances  in  the  ministerial  career  of 
Sir  E.  M.  Keith  were  a  greater  source  of  bene- 
volent satisfaction  to  himself,  or  left  a  more 
favourable  impression  of  his  character  on  others, 
than  the  opportunities  he  so  largely  enjoyed,  and 
so  cordially  improved,  of  being  at  once  the  faith- 
ful Mentor  and  chosen  companion  of  the  many 
youths*,  whom  anxious  parents,  of  the  first 
families  in  England,  continued  during  his  whole 
sojourn  abroad,  not  merely  to  recommend  to  his 
protection,  but  actually  to  commit  to  his  uncon- 
trolled authority  and  aflfectionate  surveillance. 

For  the  more  serious  part  of  this  labour  of  love, 
the  soundness  of  his  own  early  education  and 
principles  admirably  qualified  him ;  while  for  the 
latter  he  was  so   thoroughly  fitted,  by  his  own 

*  "Amounting  (according  to  his  calculations,  long  ere  the  con- 
clusion of  his  embassy)  to  nearly  600,  of  what  he  affectionately 
calls  his  "John  Bulls,"  his  "Vienna  lads,"  and  his  "colony;  " 
none  of  whom,  he  says,  spite  of  some  occasional  frolics,  or  rare 
cases  of  extravagance,  ever  gave  him  reason  to  be  seriously 
aahamed  of  them. 
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buoyant  cheerfulness,  and  singular  amenity  of 
disposition,  that  lads  of  all  ages  and  characters 
not  only  looked  back  on  the  years  passed  at 
Vienna  as  the  happiest  and  sunniest  of  their  lives, 
but  seem  to  have  poured  out  their  hearts  and 
feelings  to  him,  throughcgit  successive  periods  of 
after  life,  as  to  some  congenial  comrade  or 
cherished  schoolfellow:  while  the  acknowledg- 
ments which  his  eflforts  in  their  behalf  earned 
from  distinguished  parents,  and  the  figure  his 
prot^Ss  themselves  frequently  made  in  public  or 
private  life,  must  have  assisted  in  crowning  the 
evening  of  his  days  with  that  enviable  serenity 
and  cheerfulness  which  accompanied  him  to  the 
close  of  an  honourable  existence. 

However  gratifying  to  partiality  it  has  been  to 
peruse,  and  difficult  for  aflfection  to  select  from, 
the  bales  of  letters  in  which  the  gratitude  of 
young  and  old,  towards  one  long  cold  in  death,  is 
embodied  and  embalmed — a  few  specimens  alone, 
of  a  correspondence  at  once  so  instructive  and 
honourable  to  humanity  can  be  given  here.  And 
as  everything  in  biography,  bearing  however  im- 
perfectly the  character  of  a  whole,  must  ever  be 
more  interesting  than  detached  fragments,  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Editor  (to  hold  up  to  joint  regard  and 
approbation  men-  whose  friendship,  notwithstand- 
ing the  disparity  of  years,  continued  unimpaired 
during  the  life  of  the  Mentor  by  whose  coimsels 
the  character  of  the  Telemachus  of  his  fond  predi- 
lection was  avowedly  formed)  may  best  be  pro- 
moted by  inserting  considerable  portions  of  the 
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correspondence  of  Sir  Eobert  Keith  with  the  two 
among  his  "jottpife"*  whom  he  felt  most  proud 
thus  to  designate ;  as  a  memorial  of  how  age  can 
love,  and  youth  respond,  where  in  the  one  case 
the  fire  of  youth  is  tempered  by  early  maturity, 
and  on  the  other  the  wisdom  of  age  not  only 
divested  of  all  asperity,  but  endeared  and  rendered 
attractive  by  the  vivacity  of  youth. 

The  friendship  of  Sir  E.  M.  Keith  for  every 
branch  of  the  highly  connected,  highly  endowed, 
and  above  all,  highly  respected  family  of  Drum- 
mond,  had  descended  to  him  from  his  own  father ; 
and  he  felt  thus  doubly  disposed,  even  indepen- 
dently of  strong  personal  obligations,  to  act  the 
part  of  a  parent,  in  its  most  literal  sense,  towards 
one  of  their  offspring.  That  he  did  so  in  its 
fullest  extent  the  correspondence  of  a  lifetime 
will  show.  That  he  was  not  inattentive  to  its 
lighter  duties,  the  following  letter,  written  shortly 
after  his  return  to  Vienna,  and  being  joined  there 
by  his  friend's  son,  will  amusingly  evince. 

*  The  late  excellent  Earl  of  Hardwicke ;  for  the  completion 
of  the  correspondence  with  whom  (so  honourable  to  both)  the 
Editor  is  indebted  to  his  surviving  Countess,  the  venerable  lady 
already  quoted  in  the  memoir  of  the  Queen  of  Denmark ;  and 
Andrew  Berkeley  Drummond,  Esq.,  son  of  Mr.  E.  Drummond,  of 
Charing  Cross;  to  the  hereditary  kindness  of  whose  repre- 
sentative, A.  B.  Drummond,  Esq.,  is  due  the  communication 
of  letters  handed  down  and  preserved  by  him  as  cherished  heir- 
looms. 
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SIB  B.  M.   KEITH  TO  MB.   GHAMIEB. 

"  Vienna,  July  28<A,  1766. 
*^I  have  for  this  fortnight  past  been  running 
about  the  country  houses  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  capital,  without  the  most  distanf  chance  of 
enjoying  one  hour  of  that  convivial  gaiety  which 
reigns  at  Mistley,  Fawley,  Wimbledon,  Coombank, 
&c.  Yet  our  noble  personages  are  as  civil  and 
attentive  as  possible  at  their  coimtry  seats ;  but 
still  it  is  otium  cum  dignitate  with  a  vengeance  I 
and  that  same  dignitaa  is  to  me  a  terrible 
damper  of  all  social  enjoyments,  I  have  had  my 
Andrew*  for  five  days  along  with  me  at  a  princely 
castle,  where  he  was  powdered  and  perfumed  by 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  then  fetched  a  broil- 
ing walk  in  a  gilded  garden,  dined  in  state,  and 
after  playing  three  grave  rubbers  at  whist,  we 
sallied  forth  for  the  evening's  excursion  in  half  a 
dozen  coaches  and  six  I  Yet  I  think  I  showed 
Master  Andrew  some  sights  there,  which  repaid 
him  in  some  degree  for  all  the  stately  tediousness 
of  his  mornings ;  such  lakes,  meadows,  and  forests 
as  eye  never  saw.  In  the  midst  of  one  forest, 
about  sixty  wild  boars,  with  all  their  wives  and 
children,  did  us  the  honour  to  accept  of  a  cold 
collation  of  acorns  and  Turkey  com  which  we 
presented  to  them,  and  which  they  ate  very  com- 
fortably within  twenty  yards  of  us,  with  only  a 

*  Andrew  Berkeley  Drommond,  Esq.,  then  on  his  grand  tonr, 
and  as  the  son  of  his  dearest  Mend,  under  the  special  charge  of 
Sir  B.  M.  Keith. 
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slight  screen  of  reeds  between  us  and  their  hog- 
ships. 

**In  another  forest,  laid  out  with  taste,  and 
ornamented  with  clean  gravel  walks,  we  met  (by 
appointment)  about  two-and-twenty  large  stags 
of  the  red  deer  kind,  to  whom  notice  was  given  of 
our  approach  by  the  beating  of  a  drum,  and  this 
for  the  best  possible  reason  (as  our  master  himts- 
man  informed  us),  viz.,  because  they  are  the  most 
shy  and  timorous  creatures  imaginable !  Certain 
it  is,  however,  that  they  obeyed  the  summons, 
and  a  chasseur  (a  particular  acquaintance  of  theirs, 
and  who  will  have  the  kindness  to  shoot  every 
one  of  them  in  their  turn)  dealt  out  their  evening's 
repast  in  half-pecks  of  very  clean-looking  barley. 
We  had  our  screen  as  before,  and  enjoyed  their 
company  mightily. 

"We  saw  all  the  matSriel  for  hunting,  fishing, 
and  shooting  of  every  kind ;  but  to  Andrew's  great 
disappointment,  there  was  not  the  smallest  offer 
of  ahorse  or  gun,  though  the  Prince,  our  landlord, 
keeps  some  two  hundred  steeds  for  the  saddle, 
and  has  an  armoury  of  guns  equal  to  one  of  the 
rooms  in  the  Tower.  The  hunting  season,  how- 
ever, was  not  begun,  that's  the  truth  of  the 
matter ;  and  our  very  good-humoured  host  does 
everything  by  rule  and  measure,  and  is  moreover 
broken  down  with  the  gout,  as  all  great  land 
holders  ought  to  be. 

**  I  bade  Andrew  ask  the  Prince*  (who  is  really 

*^  As  Sir  Bobert  subsequently  mentions  his  intention  of  yisit- 
ing  Esterhazy,  the  Prince  here  mentioned  must  be  Prince  lichten- 
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a  man  of  trath)  how  many  huntsmen  and  their 
assistants  he  has  in  pay,  for  the  care  of  all  his 
forests  and  chases  ?  I  knew  I  should  enjoy  the  effect 
of  his  answer  upon  my  friend  Andrew.  The  Prince 
said  he  really  could  not  tell  with  any  tolerable 
precision  the  number  of  his  men  in  green,  but  he 
could  affirm  with  safety  that  they  are  more  than 
three  hundred.  Now,  you  b^in  to  think  that  I 
have  dreamt  all  this,  but  Andrew  shall  vouch  for 
every  word  of  it ;  and  in  autumn  I  shall  carry 
him  to  Prince  Esterhazy's,  in  Hungary,  where  the 
marvels  are  still  infinitely  greater  than  those  I 
have  related.  Yet  often  do  I  return  in  imagina- 
tion to  Mistley,  Fawley,  &c,  where  nobody 
wonders  at  anything  but  the  total  absence  of  care, 
constraint,  and  formality!  I  can  be  dull  with 
continental  great  men,  because  it  is  a  duty  of  my 
profession ;  but  I  am  never  the  true  Keith  but 
when  I  am  amidst  the  Gang  and  their  adherents. 
"  I  thank  you  for  the  comfort  of  your  letters  of 
25th  June  and  11th  inst.  Your  chamaerhodo- 
dendros,  and  its  cousin  rhododendros  chamaedstus 
(they  must  be  charming  plants  by  their  flowery 
names)  shall  be  found,  if  possible,  and  forwarded 
to  you  with  care.  If  I  can  find  anybody  near  the 
Hetscher  (the  high  mountain  mentioned  in  your 
note)  who  will  imdertake  to  gather  me  some  of 
the  seed,  he  shall  be  well  paid  for  his  trouble.  I 
love  to  be  employed  in  little  commissions  for  you, 
it  is  the  only  chance  I  have,  at  this  distance,  of 

stein ;  whose  family  had  always  cultivated  the  closest  intimacy 
with  Sir  E.  M.  Keith's  father  and  himself. 
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being  'any  way  useful  to  you,  I  hope  soon  to 
receive  from  you  a  whole  bushel  of  New  York 
laurels,  which  my  friend  Howe  and  his  companions 
are  as  willing  and  able  to  gather,  as  any  set  of 
gentlemen  we  have  sent  abroad  of  a  long  while. 
"When  that  expedition  has  achieved  its  enterprise, 
I  shall  think  the  fate  of  America  once  more  in 
our  hands.  Solace  me  from  time  to  time  with 
steriing  intelligence :  it  is  a  most  essential  obli- 
gation. 

"  Yours  ever, 

SIB  B.  M.   KEITH  TO  MB.   CHAMIEB. 

"  Vienna,  Feb,  11th,  1777. 
"  There  are  sad  doings,  my  dear  Chamier,  et 
mea  braves  correspondans  de  Londres  m'ont 
planles  tous  a  la  fois !  Heureusement  j'ai  la  foi 
du  Charbonnier,  et  je  crois  que  tout  ce  que  je 
n'entends  pas,  doit  aller  au  mieux  possible  !  I 
suppose  that  you  and  the  Oang  have  been  holiday 
making,  and  that  between  this  and  the  Queen's 
birthday,  a  page  of  your  handwriting  is  not  to  be 
had  for  a  king's  ransom.  Don't  imagine  I  blame 
you,  my  dear  Cham.  I  would  in  your  place  do 
precisely  the  same ;  and  if  I  know  anything  in 
this  world  which  is  truly  delightful,  it  is  the  gay 
and  vacant  hour  in  such  parties  as  those  you  are 
now  engaged  in.  Heaven  bless  you  and  your 
messmates !  There  are  poor  plenipos  in  the  world 
who  look  towards  Mistley  with  a  longing  eye; 
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and  to  whom  a  cup  of  the  claret  you  revel   in 
would  be  nectar  and  ambrosia ! 

"  nth, 
"  Our  Qamival  is  over,  and  I  cannot  say  I  am 
sorry  for  it.  I  am  too  old  for  all  the  bustle  of 
that  giddy  season.  I  saw  my  pupUa  conclude 
their  festivities  last  night  by  a  ball  at  the  Spanish 
Ambassador's,  ^here  they  danced  as  merrily,  and 
with  a  set  of  as  pretty  girls  as  ever  I  saw  in  my 
life.  I  left  them  at  six  d clock  this  morning! 
The  lads  have  done  themselves  honour,  and  de- 
serve a  sound  sleep.  Apropos  to  dancing.  As  I 
think  myself  obliged  to  make  some  report  to  the 
parents  of  the  young  gentlemen  intrusted  to  my 
care,  of  the  figure  they  may  be  expected  to  make 
in  the  world,  and  their  progress  in  the  ways  of  it, 
I  have  (for  the  satisfaction  of  Andrew  Drum- 
mond's  relations)  had  the  enclosed  sketch  of  his 
amiable  person  and  enchanting  graces  drawn  in 
a  hurry,  only  to  give  them  a  slight  idea  of  the 
manly  dignity  and  simplicity  of  manners  in 
which  he  shone  upon  the  late  trying  occasion  of  a 
Court  country  dance.  I  beg  you  will  present  this 
rude  drawing  of  the  young  gentleman  to  his 
mother,  assuring  her,  in  my  name,  that  it  gives 
but  a  faint  notion  of  her  first-bom,  who  is  indeed 
the  darling  of  the  fair  sex  here.  Tell  Mr.  Eigby 
that,  though  in  another  style,  his  nephew's  figure 
is  not  less  interesting.  Tell  my  good  friend.  Sir 
John  Sebright,  that  young  Englefield  is  a  very 
deserving  lad,  and  much  liked.    I  have  been  kind 
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to  him  for  everybody's  sake,  and  for  his  own,* 
Young  Harvey,  and  Ashton  Curzon's  son,  arrived 
just  in  time  for  our  last  gay  doings.  You  see,  my 
dear  Cham,  that  my  school  is  in  good  repute ;  and 
that  I  must  infallibly  end  my  days  in  the  Marshal- 
sea,  if  I  feed  all  these  boys  only  on  mutton  and 
turnips.  No  matter,  my  mind  is  made  up  to  it. 
Is  not  this  like  a  country  schoolmaster's  report,  at 
the  holidays  ? 

''  Yours, 

^^E.M.  K." 

*  Of  the  conduct  of  Sir  E.  M.  Keith  towards  his  "boys,"  an 
accomplished  English  traveller,  whose  MS.  letters  have  been 
kindly  placed  at  the  editor's  disposal,  thus  expresses  himself:  — 
"The  attention  and  kindness  Sir  Bobert  shows  them  all  is 
hardly  to  be  imagined.    He  accompanies  them  everywhere, 
introduces  them  to  the  best  company,  and  indeed  in  every  respect 
takes  a  most  fatherly  charge  of  them."    And  had  any  motive 
beyond  their  own  merit  been  required,  to  account  for  the  popu- 
larity of  his  protSffis  with  the  fair  sex  of  Vienna  it  would  be 
found  in  the  same  writer's  description  of  the  "  Young  Austria  " 
of  that,  and  a  long  subsequent  period.    Some  years  later,  he 
thus  expresses  himself:  —  "  The  young  men  here,  almost  with- 
out exception,  are  so  stupid,  and  so  ignorant,  that  there  is  no 
fear  of  any  person  of  taste,  or  indeed  of  common  sense,  wishing  to 
form  the  slightest  connection  with  them.    Unless  one  is  at  some 
pains,  it  is  impossible  even  to  meet  with  them,  for  in  good 
company  they  are  never  to  be  seen ;  but  to  what  place  they  go, 
or  how  they  employ  themselves,  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover, 
as  in  this  country  taverns  are  unknown.    It  is  not  surprising 
that  the  young  ladies  of  Vienna,  who  are  uncommonly  agreeable 
and  well  educated,  complain  much  of  this ;  and  say  that  were  it 
not  for  the  English,  they  would  have  no  one  to  speak  to ;  and  in 
the  Carnival,  when  there  are  balls  every  night,  would  be  reduced 
to  dance  with  each  other,  for  want  of  partners.    I  cannot  ac- 
count for  this,  but  the  fact  is  certain  and  obvious  to  the  most 

VOL.  II.  G 
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SIB  B.  M .   KEITH  TO  MB.   CHAMIEB. 

"  Vienna,  AprU  llth,  1777. 
*^  Since  your  letter  of  the  I7th  of  March,  I 
have  been  looking  out  impatiently  for  something 
of  a  fresher  and  more  satisfactory  purport  than 
our  friend  Fraser's  dab  of  a  Grazette.  I  am 
parched  and  dried  up  with  an  ardent  thirst  for 
news,  good  and  substantial  news  from  America ; 
yet  am  I  forced  to  feed  upon  the  above-mentioned 
scraps  which  were  as  crude  and  indigested  as 
possible.  Tell  me,  my  Cham,  when  may  the 
campaign  open  again  ?  I  must  have  Philadelphia 
in  my  possession  by  the  middle  of  May.  Pray 
tell  me  all  about  the  new  Dictator  and  his  powers  ? 
I  pity  his  Dictatorship  with  such  a  council  at  his 
elbow.  Will  Washington  like  this  absurd  pagean- 
try ?  Has  he  sense  enough  to  be  a  peacemaker  ? 
The  moment  of  projection  in  America  is  fast 
approaching,  and  I  need  not  tell  you  that  all  my 
warmest  hopes  are  at  stake  upon  the  success  of 
the  chemistry.  If  it  should  turn  those  stubborn 
and  ungrateful  enthusiasts  into  loyal  subjects,  it 
will  have  done  the  best  service  to  Old  England 
that  has  been  rendered  in  the  course  of  the  last 
hundred  years.  If,  on  the  contrary,  experience 
shall  convince  us  of  the  inefficiency  of  all  our 
efforts  to  subdue  that  vast  continent,  I  am  clear 

superficial  observer."  The  remark  is  corroborated  by  Sir  Eoberf  s 
frequent  and  pathetic  complaints  of  the  lack  of  suitable  partners 
for  life  for  hia  charming  "  Vienna  girU," 
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for  shaking  off  the  Americans ;  leaving  them  to 
their  own  tottering  independence,  and  making 
the  most  of  them  in  the  way  of  unrestrained 
commerce.  It  grieves  me  to  see  a  set  of  English- 
men (and  some  of  them  good  men  too),  recom- 
mending such  a  conduct  to  the  three  States  of 
Great  Britain  as  would  disgrace  their  history,  and 
defeat  every  end  and  purpose  of  her  soundest 
policy,  and  most  essential  interests. 

**  I  hope  you  are  a  bad  prophet  about  the  non- 
payment of  the  King's  debts  this  session.  Do  it, 
if  you  love  me;  do  it  handsomely,  and  good- 
humouredly,  if  you  mean  that  I  should  thank 
you.  I  cannot  afford  that  you  should  be  in  the 
right  on  that  head.  I  am  poorer  than  the  poorest 
cousin  of  Job's  kindred ;  yet  (like  all  beggars)  I 
have  the  spirit  of  an  Emperor.  Apropos  of 
Emperors.  My  Emperor  is  now  galloping  to 
Paris,  where  he  will  both  surprise  and  be  Sur- 
prised to  a  great  degree.  I'll  lay  you  a  wager 
that  not  three  people  in  France  form  any  just 
ideas  of  his  character ;  he  is  so  totally  unlike  a 
Frenchman,  above  all,  a  French  monarch.  Eq- 
member,  I  tell  you,  that  this  journey  will  not 
lessen  his  good  opinion  of  John  Bull  and  his 
children.  My  little  colony  have  behaved  like 
angels  here,  during  the  whole  winter,  and  every- 
body does  them  justice. 

"  Andrew,  my  excellent  Andrew,  left  me  (you 
know)  ten  days  ago,  and  carried  with  him  my 
warmest  esteem  and  firiendship.  Thank  Bob  in 
my  name,  for  his  kindness  in  leaving  his  son  so 

o  2 
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long  with  me.  I  am  morally  certain  that  he  will 
have  no  reason  to  repent  it,  by  any  part  of  his 
son's  conduct  hereafter,  either  as  a  man  of  the 
world,  or  a  man  of  business.  Oh!  how  happy 
should  I  be  to  spend  a  fortnight  this  summer  with 
them  both,  at  sbme  of  those  hospitable  castles, 
the  difference  of  which  I  know,  and  you  don't, 
from  the  Gothic  chateaux,  which  I  have  the  option 
of  visiting  in  state  and  ceremony! — You  English- 
men know  nothing  of  this  universe  but  its  jollity ! 
You  have  no  notion  of  the  trammels  of  dulness 
and  dignity!  — But  I  am  a  happy  man  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  where  I  find  true  friends ;  and 
here,  as  elsewhere,  I  enjoy  that  treasure!  God 
bless  yoUy  my  dear  Chamier. 

**P.S.  —  A  Frenchman  has  just  told  me  the 
Emperor  would  have  a  grand  succis  at  Paris. 
Lefat!'' 

SIB  B.  M.   KEITH  TO  A.  B.  BBUMMOND. 

«  Vienna,  June  2nd,  1777. 
**  There  cannot  be  a  better,  a  kinder,  nor  a 
more  welcome  letter  than  yours  of  the  13th  May, 
and  I  thank  you  for  it,  my  dear  Andrew,  with  all 
that  cordiality  which  is  so  firmly  established  be- 
tween us.  You  have  given  infinite  satisfaction 
to  your  friends,  by  returning  to  them  the  same 
ingenuous,  cheerful,  and  unaffected  being  they 
had  always  known  you;  and  in  that  point  you 
have  gratified  my  wishes  to  the  full,  as  much  as 
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theirs.  I  reflect  with  pleasure  upon  the  twelve- 
month you  passed  abroad,  and  that  pleasure  is 
doubled  by  the  assurance  you  give  me  of  its 
having  made  the  same  impression  upon  your 
mind.  In  that  short  space  you  have  seen  a  con- 
siderable quarter  of  Europe  to  advantage,  and 
many  of  the  first  people  who  act  the  principal 
parts  in  it.  You  have  laid  up  a  treasure  of  ideas, 
together  with  the  pleasing  remembrance  of  many 
worthy  people,  and  of  many  personal  kindnesses, 
which  must  (in  so  good  a  heart  as  yours)  add  to 
your  general  love  of  mankind ;  and  now  you 
return  without  the  smallest  dash  of  foreign  vices 
or  follies,  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  your  own 
country  and  government,  which  (without  des- 
pising others,  or  supposing  that  an  honest  man 
may  not  live  comfortably  in  many  other  countries) 
you  know  to  be  the  happiest  and  most  eligibfe  in 
all  its  circumstances  of  any  under  the  sun. 

**  Thus  far  I  may  flatter  myself  that  you  have 
been  a  gainer  by  our  joint  peregrinations ;  and 
now  let  me  tell  you,  my  dear  Andrew,  in  the 
openness  of  my  heart,  what  I  am  certain  of  having 
gained  by  your  stay  at  Vienna :  the  consciousness 
of  having  done  my  utmost  to  acquit  a  debt  of 
aflfectionate  gratitude  towards  a  family  of  ex- 
cellent feelings ;  the  conviction  of  having  added 
to  their  esteem  by  these  proofs  of  zealous  friend- 
ship ;  and  above  all,  I  have  acquired  the  steady 
and  invaluable  attachment  of  a  young  man  upon 
whose  truth  and  generosity  of  sentiment  I  would 
most  gladly  rely  in  all  the  most  trying  situations 
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of  fortune ;  and  in  whose  cheerful  society  I  hope 
to  pass  some  of  the  most  agreeable  years  of  the 
evening  of  my  life, 

"There's  the  state  of  our  acoompt,  my  dear 
Andrew ;  strike  the  balance^  and  own  to  me  that 
my  speculation  in  bringing  you  out  of  England 
has  turned  out  both  a  wise  and  advantageous  one. 
Your  future  success  in  life  will  greatly  add  to  my 
gains ;  for  I  shall  have  an  hundred  opportunities 
of  sayings  with  a  degree  of  honest  pride^  '  that 
same  Andrew  Drummond^  of  whom  all  the  world 
speaks  so  well,  was  my  messmate  and  my 
pupUr 

*^  This  letter  is  still  a  good  deal  in  the  style  of 
a  Mentor ;  but  here  I  lay  down  that  office,  and 
reserve  to  myself  the  privilege  of  giving  you  the 
frankest  and  fairest  advice  my  mind  is  capable  of, 
upoti  every  occasion  when  your  friendship  shall 
demand  it  of  me.  God  bless  you,  my  dear 
Andrew;  you  have  an  hereditary  right  to  be  a 
happy  man,  from  all  your  principles,  your  opinions, 
and  your  connections.  I  have  delivered  your 
messages  to  all  your  most  intimate  friends  here — 
they  were  received  as  you  could  wish.  I  trust 
you  will  still  keep  a  warm  corner  of  your  heart  for 
Vienna. 

**  Yours  aflfectionately, 

«E.  M.  K.'' 
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SIB  JOSEPH  TOBEE  TO  SIB  B.   M.   KEITH. 

**  Hague,  June,  6th,  1777. 

'^Deab  Sib, 

*^  You  have  long  been  threatened  with 
what  now  happens  to  you,  that  of  being  impor- 
tuned with  a  recommendation  of  my  nephew, 
Mr.  Yorke,  who,  I  hope,  will  spend  some  months 
at  Vienna ;  at  least,  as  far  as  my  voice  goes,  he 
shall,  though  as  he  has  many  uncles,  they  may 
think  otherwise.  I  flatter  myself  you  will  not 
find  him  quite  unformed,  or  iminformed ;  and  beg 
you  will  take  him  under  yoiu:  protection.  Tell 
him  frankly  what  he  should  or  should  not  avoid, 
and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  find  him  docile. 
He  has  lived  near  a  year  and  a  half  under  my 
roof,  and  I  never  saw  him  pout  once,  but  always 
gay  and  active,  as  well  as  prudent,  though  I  laid 
the  bridle  on  his  neck.  Everybody  loves  him 
here  where  he  has  behaved  himself  well,  and  I 
shall  wonder  if  he  changes  for  the  worse,  in  still 
higher  and  better  company.  He  has  gone  though 
his  studies  with  credit,  and  has  taste,  and  there- 
fore may  apply  to  his  exercises.  I  have  recom- 
mended riding  and  fencing  especially ;  the  latter 
he  likes,  and  is  an  adept  at.  In  short,  you  may, 
I  think,  produce  him  in  good  company  without 
that  awkward  feeling  which  we  often  have  in  our 
career.  Though  we  have  no  design  to  give  him  a 
governor,  as  he  will  he  soon  of  age,  we  have  found 
for  him  a  companion  on  his  travels  in  a  sensible, 
worthy  man,   a  Lieut-Colonel  Wetstein,  whom 
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you  may  remember  in  the  Swias  gnards  here.  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  them  bath  to  yonr  kind 
attention;  but  don't  let  them  bcn-e  you,  as  I 
know  yon  are  ovedcfoded  with  recommendations. 
**  Your  friendship  to  3Ir.  Yorke,  will  be  a  link 
more  in  tiiat  chain  which  binds  me  inviolably  and 
affectionately  to  yon. 

**Ever,  dear  Sir,  your  futhfid 

**  Joseph  Yokke.'* 

SIR  B.  K.  KEITH  TO  FHHIP  TOBKE,  ESQ. 

'^  Vitnna,  August  260,  1778. 

^  I  have  been  so  much  occiq)ied  for  this  fort- 
night past,  in  the  way  of  my  profession,  that  I 
have  not  been  able  to  thank  you  sooner  for  your 
welcome  letter  of  the  4th  instant.  I  will  own  to 
you,  my  dear  Yorke,  that  your  long  silence  had 
begun  to  make  me  uneasy,  though  I  was  too  just 
towards  you  to  imagine  that  you  could  so  soon  be 
guilty  of  neglecting  a  correspondence  which  you 
had  undertaken  with  pleasure ;  which  could  alone 
keep  up  your  connection  with  a  man  who  loves 
you  very  sincerely,  and  who  has  promised  himself 
the  satisfaction  of  following  you  step  by  step^ 
through  the  most  dangerous  years  of  your  life. 

**  May  you,  my  dear  Yorke,  be  laying  in  a  stock 
of  useful  and  entertaining  ideas,  for  the  advan- 
tage of  your  future  life ;  while  Sir  Joseph  and  I 
are  much  less  agreeably  employed  in  watching 
the  effects  of  those  passiops  to  which  sovereigns 
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are  not  less  subject  than  the  middling  classes  of 
the  people  in  the  nations  they  rule  over. 

**  You  and  your  companion  are  often  mentioned 
here,  and  with  kind  remembrance.  I  wish  it 
were  compatible  with  your  projects  to  pass  part 
of  next  winter  at  Vienna,  but  of  this  I  dare  not 
flatter  myself.  Wherever  you  go,  my  dear  Yorke, 
remember  that  it  is  your  duty  to  prepare  yourself 
for  an  active  life,  and  that  much  is  expected  from 
you  by  a  family  which  has  distinguished  itself  by 
producing  men  of  sound  judgment,  extensive 
learning,  honourable  principles,  and  possessed  of 
the  laudable  ambition  of  rendering  themselves 
useful  to  their  country.  You  will  disappoint  that 
family  and  me  most  egregiously  if  you  fall  short 
of  those  recent  examples  which  your  grandfather, 
your  fekther,  and  all  his  brothers,  have  set  before 
you. 

**  Adieu,  my  dear  Yorke;  you  are  accustomed 
to  hear  me  preach  upon  the  application  of  the 
years  of  life  upon  which  you  are  now  entering. 
You  know  that  upon  the  proper  employment  of 
them,  must,  in  a  great  measure,  depend  the  suc- 
cess of  all  your  future  years,  and  you  will  forgive 
my  resuming  so  often  the  style  of  a  pedagogue, 
when  you  recollect  that  it  is  dictated  by  the 
warmest,  and  most  inviolable  friendship.  I  beg 
you  will  assure  Colonel  Wetstein  of  my  sincere 
esteem  and  regard.  Write  to  me  soon,  and  be- 
lieve me  ever  yours  most  faithfully, 

"KOBERT  MURBAT  KeITH." 
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SIR  B.   M.   KEITH  TO  ANDREW  DRUMMOND,  ESQ. 

FiennOf  Jtme  Zrd^  1778. 
"  A  thousand  thanks  to  you,  my  dear  Andrew, 
for  your  long  epistle  by  my  servant.  It  did  not 
contain  much  satisfactory  news  from  home,  but 
that  was  no  fault  of  yours.  The  times  were 
ahominablef  and  I  do  not  wonder  at  every  honest 
man  who  feels  and  thinks  as  you  do,  being  almost 
sorry  to  sit  down  to  describe  them.  May  I  not 
hope  that  they  are  now  much  altered  for  the 
better,  and  that  all  will  turn  out  in  the  end,  to 
the  honour  and  advantage  of  poor  Old  England, 
who  has  indeed  been  hardly  dealt  with  by  many 
of  her  children,  both  abroad  and  at  home !  There 
exists  not  a  John  Bull  who  has  that'  wish  more 
earnestly  at  heart  than  I  have,  nor  one  who  would 
do  more  to  forward  its  accomplishment.  I  beseech 
you,  therefore,  my  dear  Andrew,  to  double  your 
diligence  till  affairs  are  more  in  the  way  of 
national  exertion,  and  steady  perseverance.  I  am 
not  unhappy  enough  to  harbour  a  doubt  of  honour 
and  success,  from  the  moment  our  resources  are 
employed  as  they  ought  to  be.  We,  in  Grermany, 
are  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  and  with  such  mag- 
nificent armies  as  the  sun  never  shone  upon.  But 
all  sides  are  averse  to  war,  and  I  see  good  reason 
to  hope  that  with  mutual  good  temper,  and  fair 
explanation,  matters  may  yet  be  made  up  in  an 
amicable  manner.  May  the  same  blessing  befal 
us  with  our  American  children,  and  then,  my  dear 
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Andrew,  buzzah !  I  think  we  shall  give  our  petty 
intriguing  neighbours  such  a  ratification  of  their 
American  Treaty  as  they  will  remember  for  half 
a  century  to  come !  Don't  imagine  that  I  mean 
to  let  them  off,  whether  our  American  peace- 
makers succeed  or  not.  No!  Master  Andrew; 
their  late  proofs  of  friendship  must  have  a  suit- 
able return.  I  must  tell  you  for  my  own  satis- 
faction, and  that  of  my  intimate  friends^  a  pretty 
trick  they  wanted  to  play  me  here.  Within  these 
ten  days,  the  Court  of  France  have  been  trying 
with  all  their  might  to  get  an  American  agent 
introduced  to  the  Empress  Queen ;  though  under 
the  denomination  of  a  gentleman  traveller  only 
Nothing  ever  was  more  indecent  than  such  an 
attempt,  nor  more  disrespectful  to  their  Imperial 
Majesties,  whose  sentiments  in  regaM  to  the  rebels, 
and  whose  friendship  towards  the  King  are  equally 
well  known.  However,  JFrance  sticks  at  nothing 
to  support  the  iniquitous  cause  she  has  espoused, 
and  if  Mr.  Lee  (the  person  now  here)  had  been 
admitted  to  the  Empress's  presence,  under  any 
shape,  they  would  have  built  a  thousand  false 
stories  upon  that  single  circimistance,  and  have 
made  the  Americans  themselves,  and  all  distant 
nations,  believe  whatever  might  suit  their  own 
purposes. 

"  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  assure  you,  that  the 
Empress  Queen  has  made  knoiifh  in  the  most 
dignified,  as  well  as  peremptory  manner,  her 
determined  resolution  to  give  no  countenance 
whatever  to  such  an  emissary,  nor  to  admit  him 
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by  any  means  into  her  presence.  This  decisive 
rebuflF  is  a  great  mortificatibn  to  France,  which 
her  ministers  had  deservedly  drawn  upon  them- 
selves, by  ventuiing  to  make  an  attempt  as  in- 
judicious as  unbecoming.  This  first  proof  of  the 
Empress's  justice,  as  well  as  regard  for  the  King, 
will  be  highly  agreeable  to  his  Majesty ;  you  will 
easily  judge  how  much  satisfaction  arises  from  it 
to  me.  The  merit  of  the  whole  transaction  is 
with  their  Imperial  Majesties,  and  their  upright 
Ministers ;  my  share  in  it  is  only  to  have  foreseen 
the  event  a  twelvemonth  ago,  and  to  have  taken 
proper  measures  to  defeat  it  Perhaps  you  may 
have  heard  all  this  before  from  Cham ;  but  at  all 
events  I  meant  well  by  this  detail  of  it.  Give  me 
in  return  some  good  news ;  I  stand  more  in  need 
of  these  than  tongue  can  tell  I  I  can  hardly  guide 
the  pen,  my  fingers  are  so  tired  with  scribbling  I 
**  Yours  ever, 

^^E.M.  K." 

SIB  NATHANIEL  WBAXALL  TO  SIB  B.   H.   KEITH. 

«  Florence,  April  17^,  1779. 

**Mt  deab  Sib, 

"I  feel  myself  so  happy  and  so  honoured, 
in  the  permission  of  correspondence  with  you, 
that  nothing  except  the  hurry  incident  to  travel- 
ling could  prevent  me  from  addressing  you  much 
oftener.  In  revenge.  Manners  and  I  talk  of  you 
at  least  ten  times  a  day.  'Tis  not  possible  to 
think  of  Vienna,  without  seeing  you  in  every 
company  or  situation.     Two  winters  which  I  had 
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the  happiness  to  pass  under  your  protection,  and 
almost  in  your  constant  society,  form  too  strong  a 
liaison  to  be.  easily  broken,  particularly  when 
gratitude  adds  its  force  to  respect  and  attachment. 

**  We  have  now  been  three  months  in  Italy, 
and  have  had  too  much  reason  to  ascertain  the 
justice  of  your  prediction,  that  *  we  should  find 
much  for  the  eye,  but  little  for  the  heart.'  We 
have  been,  as  you  know,  at  Naples ;  I  was  much 
more  pleased  with  Naples  than  with  Kome.  Its 
position,  its  environs,  its  volcanoes ;  the  islands 
of  Gapua,  Ischia,  and  Procida,  scattered  on  the 
sea ;  its  picturesque  landscapes,  and  the  celebrity 
of  the  surrounding  country  in  Soman  history  and 
fable — all  these  circumstances  conspire  to  charm 
the  mind  and  warm  the  imagination.  We  went 
to  Baiae,  to  the  Cape  of  Misenum,  to  Pompeii  and 
Stabiae,  to  Herculaneum,  to  Portici,  and  to  CumsB. 
We  visited  Lake  Avernus,  the  Acheron,  the  Lu- 
crine  Lake,  the  Cave  of  the  Sibyl,  by  which  ^Eneas 
descended  to  Hell,  and  the  Elysian  Fields.  All  is 
still  (after  eighteen  centuries,  and  earthquakes, 
and  repeated  volcanic  eruptions)  very  much  resem- 
bling Pliny's  and  Strabo's  and  Virgil's  descriptions. 

**  The  Queen  of  Naples  very  much  exceeded  in 
person,  in  elegance  of  manners,  in  accomplish- 
ments, in  understanding,  my  ideas  of  her.  She 
is  inconsistent,  inconsSquente,  and  capricious  in 
her  conduct  as  a  woman  and  a  queen ;  but  she 
is  much  superior  to  the  people  who  surround  her, 
and  were  she  well  advised,  is  unquestionably 
capable  of  being  useful  to  her  subjects. 
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**I  told  you,  I  think,  of  our  charming  journey 
through  Styria,  Carinthia,  and  the  Tyrol.  We 
only  stopped  a  day  at  Verona,  at  Vicenza,  and 
Padua.  At  the  last  place  we  went  to  look  at 
Wortley  Montagu's  tomb.  By  order  of  Lady 
Bute,  Mr.  Strange  has  erected  a  little  monu- 
mental stone  to  him  in  the  cloisters  of  the 
Augustine  Convent,  and  under  the  inscription 
is  a  small  fish,  alluding  to  his  end.  We  were 
both  much  pleased  with  Venice.  It  rises  as  by 
enchantment  from  the  waters,  and  were  never 
tired  of  admiring  its  beauty.  We  merely  saw 
the  Doge ;  a  fine  looking  man  for  his  years.  He 
is  said  to  possess  good  qualities,  but  has  many 
enemies.  Madame  Foscarini  is  very  handsome. 
She  said,  when  I  saw  her  in  her  gondola  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  delivered  the  ambassador's 
letters,  that  she  should  set  out  soon  for  Vienna. 
Apropos  of  that  word,  we  talk  of  you  perpetu- 
ally, and  of  your  dinners,  and  your  claret,  and  of 
everything  which  Vienna  suggests. 

**We  are  infinitely  indebted  to  you  for  your 
recommendation  to  Sir  Horace  Mann,  who  has 
treated  us  with  the  utmost  civility  and  attention. 
We  made  only  a  very  short  stay  at  Bologna  and 
Ferrara,  and  shall  very  shortly  go  on  to  Home ; 
though  here  we  are  already  burnt  alive,  and  the  Amo 
has  not  a  foot  of  water  in  it ;  and  they  say  it  ,is 
worse  at  Home  and  Naples.  We  have  passed  two 
or  three  mornings  with  the  Venus  deMedicis.  She 
is  one  of  the  very  few  things  I  have  ever  seen 
which  rose  above  my  expectations.     I  am  asto- 
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nished  how  marble  can  be  so  beautifully  perfect, 
and  am  sure  you  would  think  as  I  do.  All  the 
upper  portion  of  the  figure  seems  alive,  and  more 
resembles  flesh  than  marble.  I  am  unable  to 
find  anything  like  an  imperfection  in  her;  the 
head  and  face  are  of  a  heavenly  beauty ;  but  all 
this  you  have  heard  before  at  least  an  hundred 
times ;  and  so  you  have  how  much  I  love  you, 
and  feel  indebted  to  you  for  all  your  goodness. 
Continue  to  me  your  protection  and  your  Mend- 
ship  ;  and  believe  me,  your  ever  affectionate  and 
obliged, 

"If.  Wraxall." 

SIB  B.  M.   KEITH  TO  FHIUP  TOBSE,   ESQ. 

Vienna^  June  Ith^  1779. 

"  Deab  Yobkb, 

"  Your  letter  from  Turin  gave  me  in- 
finite pleasure,  as  it  leaves  me  no  doubt  in  regard 
to  your  perfect  recovery.  The  air  of  Switzerland, 
and  the  affectionate  care  of  Colonel  Wetstein 
and  his  family,  will  complete  your  cure.  Your 
gratitude  towards  Colonel  W.  is  extremely  well 
placed,  and  it  has  been  matter  of  real  satisfaction 
to  me  to  find  that  Doctor  Congalton  (for  whom  I 
have  long  entertained  a  sincere  esteem)  has  de- 
served so  well  of  you  by  his  skill  and  attention. 
Tl^  experience  you  have  acquired  in  this  long  and 
dangerous  illness,  will  have  proved  to  you,  my  dear 
Yorke,  that  a  zealous  friend  is  an  inestimable 
treasure ;  and  that  the  best  claim  we  can  have  to 
the  kind  offices  of  others  during  distress  or  sick- 
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ness^  must  arise  from  our  generous  and  candid 
behaviour  towards  them  in  times  of  health  and 
prosperity.  I  myself  gathered  this  useful  lesson, 
and  nearly  at  your  time  of  life,  from  the  unre- 
served attentions  of  my  brother  oiBBcers  towards 
me,  during  a  very  tedious  illness ;  and  I  have 
loved  mankind  the  better  for  it,  and  felt  myself 
more  desirous  to  fulfil  all  the  offices  of  friendship 
ever  since.  It  will  make  me  very  happy  to  hear 
that  your  native  air,  and  the  kindness  of  your 
numerous  friends,  have  removed  every  vestige 
of  your  long  and  dangerous  illness. 

"  I  have  often  told  you,  my  dear  Yorke,  that  I 
know  no  young  man  who  enters  into  the  world 
with  so  many  advantages  as  you  do.  I  am  per- 
suaded that  on  your  return  to  England  you  will 
be  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  value  of  those 
blessings  which  you  are  bom  to  enjoy.  May 
every  step  of  your  life  add  to  their  efficacy,  for 
the  public  good,  and  your  own  private  happiness ! 
You  have  rank,  affluence,  and  the  partiality  of 
the  whole  nation  secured  to  you  by  inheritance. 
You  have  truth,  honour,  and  patriotism  strongly 
impressed  upon  your  mind  by  education,  and  by 
the  example  of  all  your  relations.  Every  road 
to  consideration  and  contentment  is  open  to  you ; 
you  are  master  of  the  choice.  But  remember, 
that,  with  all  these  uncommon  advantages,  yju 
may  fall  very  far  short  of  that  happiness  which  I 
most  sincerely  wish  you,  unless  you  keep  up  with 
unwearied  perseverance  that  activity,  both  of 
mind  and  body,  which  can  alone  secure  to  you 


THE  ROMANCE  OF  DIFLOMAGT.  97 

health,  and  the  means  of  filling  up  your  time 
both  usefully  and  agreeably,  I  would  not  pur- 
chase the  wealth  of  India  by  the  sacrifice  of  my 
love  of  occupation ;  and  I  would  rather  never  see 
a  coach,  than  be  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  walk- 
ing out.  Don't  imagine,  my  dear  Yorke,  that  I 
mean  to  set  myself  up  as  a  model;  but  I  give 
you  my  example,  among  five  hundred  others,  to 
prove  that  the  art  of  being  happy  depends  more 
particularly  upon  the  talent  of  banishing  sloth  and 
ennuiy  than  upon  any  other  circumstance  in  life. 
**  And  here  ends  my  sermon ;  you  are  accus- 
tomed to  my  style  of  preaching,  and  you  forgive 
it,  because  you  do  justice  to  the  motive  which  dic- 
tates it.  Be  a  useful  and  active  member  of  society; 
cheerfulness  and  comfort  will  be  found  at  every 
hour  within  the  circle  of  your  own  family ;  and 
no  man  living  will  rejoice  more  sincerely  in  your 
success  than  I  shall  do.  I  hear  your  name  men- 
tioned with  great  kindness  in  my  favourite  society, 
and  am  charged  by  them  with  every  good  wish. 
Believe  me,  with  inviolable  attachment,  your  faith- 
ful friend, 

«ILM.  Keith." 

PHILIP  YORKE*,  ESQ.  TO  SIR  R.  M.  KEITH. 

*' London,  December  8M,  1779. 

fc**DEAR  Sir, 

"  You  will  do  me  the  justice,  I  dare  say, 
to  believe  the  repeated  reproaches  I  have  made 

*  Afterwards  Earl  of  Hardwicke.    The  patriotic  and  truly 
British  sentiments  expressed  in  this  letter  (and  in  every  page  of 
VOL.  n.  H 
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myself  for  not  having  written  to  you  since  my  ar- 
rival in  England.  Four  months  have  now  elapsed 
since  my  return  to  my  Penates^  which,  though 
I  was  very  far  from  being  weary  of  travelling,  or 
remaining  abroad,  produced  in  my  mind  the  most 
agreeable  sensations.  The  first  idea  that  struck 
me  in  my  journey  from  Harwich  to  London,  and 
which  I  shall  always  remember  with  pleasure,  was 
the  air  of  happiness  and  content  that  appeared  on 
the  face  of  everybody  I  met ;  very  diflferent  from 
what  a  foreigner  would  expect  to  meet  with,  from 
the  gloomy  exaggerated  accounts  he  reads  in  our 
own  newspapers,  or  from  what  an  Englishman 
observes  in  those  countries  which  are  now  so 
obliging  as  to  pity  U8.  It  is  true  that  taxes  are 
high,  and  are  likely  to  increase ;  but  I  hope  they 
will  be  borne  with  cheerfulness ;  for  the  only  way 
of  lightening  them  hereafter,  is  to  strain  every 
nerve  in  order  to  get  the  better  of  our  powerful 
enemies.  I  have  learned,  or  at  least  I  wished  to 
persuade  myself  that  I  have  learned,  from  you 
and  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  to  view  things  in  the  most 
favourable  light.  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  essential 
part  of  character,  to  our  own  and  others'  happi- 
ness, so  rare  in  this  country.     Everybody  seems 

a  lengthened  correspondence)  continued  to  actuate  this  excellent 
nobleman  throughout  a  life  divided  between  the  most  active 
exercise  of  social  and  domestic  virtues,  and  strenuous  exertions 
in  the  service  of  the  country  he  loved ;  first,  in  both  houses  of 
the  British  Legislature,  and  afterwards  as  Lord-lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  during  a  period  of  extremely  critical  agitation  in  that 
distracted  country;  his  popularity  with  both  parties  in  which 
bore  testimony  to  his  rare  prudence  and  moderation. 
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to  despair  of  our  getting  through  our  diflBculties ; 
and  I  look  upon  this  despondency  as  the  worst 
symptom  of  the  times.  I  have  attended  the 
debates  in  both  houses  since  the  opening  of  the 
session^  three  or  four  times  ;  and  as  far  as  hearing 
several  good  speeches  could  give  me  pleasure,  I 
received  the  highest  entertainment.  Lord  Lyt- 
telton's  speech  the  first  day  was  certainly  an  able 
one  for  his  party ;  but  it  tended  to  increase  the 
flame  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  others  that  have  since 
been  spoken.  Lord  Stormont  is  one  of  the  best 
speakers  in  the  House  of  Lords,  which,  considering 
the  little  practice  he  has  had  in  public  speaking, 
and  the  time  he  has  spent  abroad,  is  rather  ex- 
traordinary.* But  I  have  no  idea  of  Demosthenes, 
Cicero,  Lysias,  or  Hyperides  surpassing  the  elo- 
quence of  the  Chancellor.f  His  speeches  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session,  and  on  Lord  Shelbume's 
motion  respecting  Ireland,  were  the  most  power- 
ful I  have  any  conception  of,  and  both  times 
called  up  Lord  Camden  to  answer  him.  Lord 
Shelbume  made  the  Chancellor  a  compliment 
at  the  expense  of  Lord  Bathurst,  in  saying  he 
had  restored  the  dignity  of  the  place  he  oc- 
cupied. 

"In  the  debates  of  the  House  of  Commons  a 
vulgarity  prevails  that  is  highly  unedifying.  To 
give  you  an  instance  of  it,  I  need  only  quote  an 

*  His  lordship  had  been  chiefly  absent  on  foreign  missions ; 
having  preceded  Sir  E.  M.  Keith  at  Vienna,  and  afterwards  been 
ambassador  at  Paris. 

t  Lord  Mansfield,  tmde  to  Lord  Stormont. 
H  2 
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expression  of  Temple  Luttrell's,  the  first  day  of 
the  session.  Abusing  the  ministry  for  the  cam- 
paign of  last  summer,  ^  You  have  trusted,'  said 
he,  *  altogether  to  Providence;  Providence  has 
been  your  Mwngo  herCy  Mungo  there,  &c.  In 
former  days,  a  member  would  have  been  repri- 
manded for  so  low  an  expression,  which  falls  little 
short  of  blasphemy.  In  the  course  of  his  speech, 
he  made  quick  transitions  from  this  low  and 
familiar  style  to  the  sublime ;  in  one  of  these  he 
was  going  on,  *  Have  ye  not  enough,  have  ye  not 
enough?'  &c.,  when  somebody  sitting  behind 
him,  answered,  *  Yes,  quite  enough,'  and  stopped 
him  in  his  career  for  a  couple  of  minutes.  I  will 
not  trouble  you  with  any  more  remarks  on  the 
debates,  which  you  will  have  seen  too  fully,  and 
too  partially  stated  in  the  papers ;  which  so  ob- 
ligingly communicate  to  all  Europe  whatever 
reflections  a  member  of  parliament  may  throw 
out,  and  add  to  the  inveteracy  of  our  enemies,  or 
to  the  indifference  of  our  lukewarm  allies,  by  some 
unjust  or  ill-timed  sarcasm.  But  the  mischief 
done  by  those  daily  libels  is  not  merely  confined 
to  our  general  foreign  interest ;  they  even  foment 
disputes  between  individuals  at  home;  witness 
the  duel  between  Adams  and  Charles  Fox,  which 
was  entirely  owing  to  an  expression  of  the  latter, 
exaggerated  in  Almon's  paper.  If  the  ministry 
were  less  timid,  they  would,  I  think,  have  taken 
some  notice  of  Almon  for  publishing  the  King's 
speech  the  morning  before  it  was  spoken ;  and 
put  in,  as  given  to  him  by  a  friend,  who  had 
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heard  it  read  at  the  Cockpit  the  evening  before. 
It  is  believed  by  many  that  Lord  North  will  go 
out  this  vrinter ;  indeed,  from  the  ill-humour  that 
reigns  against  him,  and  the  uncommon  violence 
of  opposition,  which  sticks  at  nothing ^  I  should 
think  that  his  situation  must  be  singularly  un- 
pleasant. 

*^Lord  Lyttelton's  death  afforded  matter  of 
conversation  for  a  few  days  last  week.  Various 
reports  have  been  spread  as  to  its  immediate  cause, 
but  I  hear  it  is  well  attested  that  he  had  a  dream 
three  days  before  his  death,  in  which  a  woman  in 
white  appeared  to  him,  and  predicted  the  event 
within  that  time.  This  he  told  the  next  morning 
to  Mrs.  Flood,  his  relation,  who  was  then,  with 
other  company,  at  his  house.  Some  people  are 
absurd  enough  to  believe  that  the  ministry  poi- 
soned Lord  Lyttelton,  and  hired  Mr.  Adams  to 
cut  Fox's  throat  1  I  suppose,  if  any  of  the  mini- 
sters were  brought  to  the  block,  the  same  gentle- 
men would  be  obliging  enough  to  undergo  the 
ceremony  in  their  stead,  car  U  rCy  a  qu^unpas  de 
pluaafaire. 

**  Having  talked  to  you  so  much  of  this,  I  must 
just  say  a  word  of  myself.  You  can  have  no  idea 
how  much  I  should  like  to  be  with  you  this  winter 
at  Vienna,  and  you  will  say,  ^  then,  why  don't  you 
come?'  But  this  scheme  is  now  rendered  im- 
practicable, as  I  shall  come  into  Parliament  much 
sooner  than  I  wished.  Sir  John  Cotton  is  so  ill 
as  to  be  obliged  to  resign  his  seat,  and  Lord 
Hardwicke  is  extremely  desirous  that  I  should 
b3 
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come  ill  for  the  county  of  Cambridge.  Indeed,  if 
I  lose  this  opportunity  somebody  else  must  be 
chosen ;  and  when  I  stand  at  the  general  election, 
I  shall  incur  the  odium  of  disturbing  the  peace  of 
the  county ;  whereas  if  I  am  chosen  now  myself, 
that  odium  will  fall  on  my  opponent,  and  I  shall 
be  the  person  attacked.  On  the  whole,  it  is  better 
for  me  to  come  in  rather  earlier  than  might  have 
been  desirable,  rather  than  to  have  no  object  or 
occupation  for  three  or  four  years  of  my  life.  On 
the  score  of  my  Italian  fever,  I  mean  to  avoid  the 
bad  hours  of  our  London  life.  As  to  clubs,  I  have 
a  great  aversion  to  them,  and  always  remember 
with  pleasure  your  excellent  advice  about  that 
sort  of  life.  They  have  no  temptations  for  me, 
and  I  trust  never  will.  In  all  times,  and  all 
places,  I  shall  ever  remain, 

"Dear  Sir, 
"  Your  faithful  friend,  and  obliged,  humble  servant, 

"Philip  Yokke." 

sir  r.  m.  keith  to  philip  torke,  esq. 

"  Vienm,  March  drd,  1780. 

*^Dear  Yorke, 

"  I  am  ashamed  to  have  delayed  so  long 
to  answer  your  letter  of  December  8th,  which  (I 
say  it  without  flattery)  was  a  very  striking  picture 
of  the  times,  though  not  a  pleasant  one.  You, 
my  dear  Yorke,  are  one  of  the  very  few  young 
men,  who,  with  a  sagacity  very  uncommon  at 
your  age,  can  look  upon  the  pursuits  of  one  half 
of  mankind,  and  the  childish  amusements  of  the 
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other,  with  a  good-humoured  indulgence;  yet 
with  a  firm  resolution  to  keep  clear  of  both.  The 
House  of  Commons,  as  it  is  now  constituted,  and 
with  that  spirit  of  licence  and  disorder  which 
many  of  its  principal  orators  breathe,  both  within 
and  without  doors,  is  become  a  second  edition  of 
Broughton's  amphitheatre ;  where,  in  my  early 
youth,  I  have  seen  many  bold  muscular  fellows, 
who  might  have  done  honour  to  their  country, 
or  bled  nobly  in  her  cause,  demean  themselves  so 
far  as  to  cut  and  slash  one  another,  without  any 
real  cause  of  quarrel,  or  any  other  ambition  than 
that  of  carrying  oflf  the  largest  share  of  the  pence 
collected  at  the  door,  or  thrown  upon  the  stage 
by  the  giddy  multitude.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  think  it  imfair  to  bait  a  minister;  on  the 
contrary,  I  think  a  premier  the  best  and  most 
proper  of  all  wild  beasts  for  that  sport.  But  I 
own  that  it  appears  to  me  the  height  of  cruelty,  as 
well  as  madness,  to  tie  Old  Mother  England  down 
to  the  stake  along  with  him ;  and  to  turn  loose 
upon  both  all  the  Bourbon  and  American  bull- 
dogs, in  hopes  of  creating  glorious  mischief  and 
universal  confusion.  Make  haste,  my  dear  Yorke, 
you  and  a  score  more  of  my  Vienna  lads,  to  get 
into  St.  Stephen's  chapel ;  and  bestir  yourselves 
in  rescuing  the  worthy  old  lady  from  being  pulled 
to  pieces,  at  the  instigation  of  her  frantic  children. 
Set  her  once  fairly  on  her  legs  again ;  keep  foreign 
curs  at  a  distance  from  her  dwelling  —  and  then 
(in  God's  name)  take  any  minister,  or  any  half- 
dozen  of  placemen  you  please,  and  hunt  them 

B  4 
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down  in  whatever  manner  may  best  amuse  you. 
I  shall  rejoice  in  hearing  of  your  sport,  though, 
in  all  probability,  it  will  not  be  in  my  power 
to  be  an  eye-witness  of  it,  as  the  indispensable 
duties  of  a  foreign  mission  can  hardly  be  made 
compatible  with  those  of  a  member  of  Par- 
liament. 

"  I  have,  in  justice  to  my  constituents,  let  them 
know  that  I  shall  not  expose  them  at  the  general 
election  to  the  continuation  of  the  inconvenience 
they  have  felt,  for  several  years  past,  by  the 
absence  of  their  representative.  A  better  (because 
a  more  useful)  servant  of  the  public  will  take  my 
place ;  and  my  only  disappointment  will  be  that 
of  not  being  able,  in  person,  to  applaud  the  manly 
and  disinterested  principles  which  several  of  my 
Vienna  pupils  are  prepared  to  play  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  But  I  am  filling  my  paper,  while  I 
have  a  thousand  thanks  to  give  you  for  the  very 
welcome  token  of  your  remembrance  which  was 
delivered  to  me  some  weeks  ago.  The  antique  is 
very  pretty,  and  I  need  not  tell  you  that  it  will 
go  with  me  to  my  grave.  Let  me  hear  often  from 
you,  my  dear  Yorke,  and  believe  me,  ever  most 
cordially,  your  friend  and  servant, 

^^E.  M.  Keith." 
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PATKICK  BRTDONE*,  ESQ.  TO  SIR  R.  M.   KEITH. 

"  London,  June  9th,  1 780. 

"Dear  Sir, 

"  I  well  know  how  much  you  must  be 
alarmed  at  our  present  tumults,  and  although  you 
will  probably  have  more  particular  accounts  of 
them  than  any  I  can  give  you,  I  will  not  lose  the 
opportunity  of  telling  you  at  least,  that  we  hope 
they  are  now  happily  subsiding,  and  all  will  be 
soon  quiet  again. 

"As  I  have  only  half  an  hour  till  the  post  goes 
oflF,  I  shall  not  go  back  to  their  origin ;  that  you 
already  know,  as  well  as  the  violent  proceedings 
of  Tuesday  last,  at  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
where  many  of  the  members  were  very  roughly 
used.t  A  great  mathematician,  who  has  been 
calculating  all  his  life,  assured  me  he  had  com- 

*  The  celebrated  traveller  in  Sicily,  to  whom  English  readers 
are  indebted  for  the  first  acquaintance  with  the  grand  and  pic- 
turesque features  of  Mount  Etna.  His  version,  at  the  moment 
of  a  different  conflagration,  it  was  thought  might  be  accept- 
able. 

t  "  It  is  hardly  possible  (writes  one  who  was  present)  to  con- 
ceive a  more  grotesque  appearance  than  the  house  exhibited. 
Some  of  their  lordships  with  their  hair  about  their  shoulders, 
more  of  them  as  pale  as  the  ghost  in  Hamlet,  and  all  of  them 
standing  up  in  their  several  places  and  speaking  all  together. 
Lord  Mansfield  came  in  with  his  wig  dishevelled ;  the  Archbishop 
of  York  had  his  lawn  sleeves  torn  ofl^  and  flung  in  his  face.  The 
Bishop  of  Lincoln's  carriage  was  destroyed,  and  himself  taken, 
in  a  fainting  fit,  into  a  house ;  the  Duke  of  Northimiberland  was 
robbed  of  his  watch  and  purse,  and  Lord  Sandwich  narrowly 
escaped  destruction." 


106  THE  BOICANCE  OF  DIFLOMACT. 

puted  the  numbers  which  marched  from  St. 
George's  Fields,  and  that  they  were  at  least 
30,000.  The  streets  were  everywhere  filled  with 
them,  and  many  were  already  armed  with  clubs. 
On  that  night  they  burnt  down  Newgate,  and 
several  private  houses ;  Sir  George  Saville's  and 
Lord  Mansfield's  of  the  number.  Most  of  his 
valuable  MSS.  were  consumed.  The  justices  who 
presumed  to  act,  were  immediately  doomed  to 
destruction,  and  their  houses  burnt  or  pulled  to 
pieces.  Lord  North's  house  was  attacked  about 
two  in  the  morning,  with  flambeaux  and  faggots, 
but  a  very  few  of  the  light  horse,  who  were  placed 
in  the  square,  charged  full  gallop  down  the  street, 
and  they  were  dispersed  in  a  moment.  On 
Wednesday  they  were  exceedingly  tumultuous,  and 
a  proclamation,  approaching  nearly  to  martial  law, 
was  issued  in  the  evening.  They  had  set  fire  to 
the  King's  Bench,  New  Bridewell,  the  Fleet,  and 
many  private  houses  :  the  appearance  of  all  these 
fires  in  different  quarters  was  very  tremendous. 
Many  parties  of  the  Guards  were  sent,  but  when 
it  was  too  late ;  for  all  these  buildings  were  en- 
tirely consumed. 

"As  Lord  North's  house  was  threatened  with  a 
second  attack,  I  went  to  assist  in  defending  it. 
We  had  several  £Edse  alarms  during  the  night,  but 
to  our  disappointment,  no  attack  was  made,  for 
we  were  well  prepared  to  receive  them.  About 
three  o'clock  the  two  great  parties  of  the  Guards 
returned.  Sir  J.  Wrottesley  said  he  had  marched 
across  St  George's  Fields,  passed  the  King's  Bench 
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in  flames,  and  attacked  near  the  river  a  large 
body  of  the  rioters.  They  were  not  in  the  least 
afraid;  having  persuaded  themselves  that  the 
soldiers  would  not  fire  on  them.  On  the  first 
discharge,  they  dispersed,  and  he  chased  them 
with  bayonets,  which  completed  the  rout.  Many 
of  them  had  loaded  a  boat  with  powder,  and  were 
going  off;  he  fired  on  them,  and  killed  the 
greatest  part ;  the  rest  leaped  into  the  water  and 
mud,  and  were  stifled.  Col.  Leake,  who  com- 
manded the  other  party,  marched  to  the  Fleet, 
where  they  were  very  riotous.  Possessed  with 
the  same  infatuation,  they  would  not  stir,  till  the 
bayonets  touched  them.  He  charged  them,  and 
they  were  immediately  dispersed;  leaving,  he 
thought,  upwards  of  a  hundred  killed. 

"Next  morning  I  went  over  all  the  ground, 
and  found  the  numbers  had  been  much  exagge- 
rated. Two  attempts  were  made  on  the  Bank, 
and  many  of  the  wretches  were  killed.  Not  one 
of  the  soldiers  of  these  parties  was  hurt.  I  went 
through  the  whole  city  yesterday,  and  saw  very 
little  disturbance ;  they  have  retired  to  lurking- 
places,  and  I  do  not  believe  they  will  ever  dare  to 
come  forth  again.  The  consternation,  however, 
was  universal,  and  all  the  shops  were  shut  at  five 
o'clock.  Blue  flags  were  flying  from  every  house. 
Parties  of  the  guards  were  sent  to  pull  them 
down ;  and  to  tear  the  blue  cockades  from  every 
hat.  Many  made  resistance,  but  at  last  all  com- 
plied. I  observed  the  people  in  all  quarters  were 
arming  themselves  for  their  own  defence;  and. 
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perhaps^  it  may  not  be  so  easy  to  make  them 
disarm  again.  Ghiards  are  placed  at  the  houses 
of  all  the  Cabinet  Ministers,  and  some  others. 
We  have  now  about  10,000  troops  in  London; 
and  as  they  are  dispersed  in  every  quarter,  can- 
not, I  think,  be  in  any  kind  of  danger.  If  the 
officers  could  have  acted  at  first,  without  the 
civil  magistrate,  all  would  have  been  prevented ; 
but  the  justices  knew  they  would  be  sacrificed. 

**  This  day  all  has  been  quiet.  A  few  wretches 
have  been  taken,  and  some  put  to  death ;  and  I 
suppose  they  will  be  hung  up  or  shot  immediately, 
there  being  no  prisons  left  to  confine  them  in. 
Indeed,  they  have  not  had  severity  enough,  which, 
at  the  beginning  of  such  tumults,  would  have 
been  the  truest  mercy.  I  am  told  they  are  now 
determined  on  vigorous  measures.  A  privy 
council  has  sat  for  many  hours  this  evening ;  and 
I  believe  they  are  sending  Lord  George  Gordon 
to  the  Tower  at  this  very  instant.  I  think  they 
should  have  sent  him  to  Bedlam  long  ago.  You 
would  not  know  London,  were  you  to  see  it 
at  present.  Patrols  and  reliefs  are  constantly 
passing  through  every  street;  and  encampments 
in  both  the  parks.  The  Parliament  does  not 
meet  till  Monday  the  19th,  as  it  cannot  exercise 
its  functions  under  martial  law.  What  an  oppor- 
tunity for  an  enterprising  P — !  It  is  believed 
that  the  poor  enthusiast,  Lord  George,  has  been 
only  a  cat's-paw,  though  unknown  to  himself,  in 
this  affair.  There  are  reports  of  commotions  in 
the  country,  but  I  hear  totally  without  founda- 
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tion ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  even  the  present 
rioters  will  assemble  in  any  numbers.  There  will 
be  a  violent  push  to  repeal  the  act,  but  I  hope 
they  will  not  be  weak  enough  to  comply.  Lord 
George  told  his  people  on  Tuesday,  that  it  would 
be  repealed ;  on  which  they  committed  all  these 
outrages.  If  anything  remarkable  should  happen 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  writing ;  but  here  is 
the  bellman  at  the  door.  Our  compliments  to 
the  ladies  at  Vienna,  for  whose  health  and  welfare 
we  make  vows  and  libations -after  dinner.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  with  the  sincerest  respect  and 
attachment,  your  most  obliged  servant, 

"Patrick  Brtdone." 

sib  r.  m.  keith  to  andrew  drummond,  esq. 

"  Vienna^  June  28M,  1780. 
*^  I  need  not  tell  you,  my  dear  Andrew,  how 
much  I  was  afElicted  and  depressed  by  all  the 
shocking  accounts  which  were  received  from 
England  within  the  last  ten  days.  Neither  shall 
I  attempt  to  paint  you  the  shame,  as  well  as 
sorrow,  with  which  I  heard  of  those  atrocious 
outrages  committed  by  a  fanatical  mob  against 
tiiose  ministers  of  peace  whom  foreign  powers 
have  sent  among  them,  and  whose  persons  and 
habitations  ought  to  be  peculiarly  sacred,  both  in 
the  eye  of  public  law  and  common  sense.  Such 
barbarous  excesses  would  dishonour  a.  nation  of 
savages.  May  they  be  the  last  of  the  kind  to  dis- 
grace our  annals !  and  may  the  wisdom  and  firmness 
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of  Government  provide  hereafter  in  the  most 
effective  manner  for  the  support  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  of  legal  order  throughout  every  part 
of  the  British  Empire !  Even  these  melancholy 
convulsions  may  be  turned  in  some  shape  to  the 
advantage  of  the  public,  if  a  proper  use  is  made 
by  the  Legislature  of  those  salutary  lessons  which 
they  afford.  God  grant  it  may  be  so !  we  have 
need  of  such  a  reformation,  and  of  a  steady  hand 
to  effect  it. 

^^A  thousand  thanks  to  you,  my  dear  friend, 
for  your  several  letters,  during  these  abominable 
disturbances ;  and  particularly  for  that  postscript 
to  the  last  of  them,  which  gave  me  the  first  news 
of  Lord  George  Gordon's  being  sent  to  the  Tower. 
That  welcome  piece  of  news  was  still  very  doubt- 
ful here,  by  all  the  letters  of  the  9th,  which  had 
reached  Vienna ;  but  I  stuck  to  your  information, 
and  you  will  judge  how  much  I  was  obliged  to 
you  for  it.  Let  the  law  have  its  full  course  with 
that  mad  enthusiast ;  and  be  you  the  first  to  tell 
me  that  his  punishment,  and  that  of  every  traitor 
who  was  deeply  engaged  in  that  horrid  plot,  have 
avenged  the  laws  of  England,  and  the  honour  of 
our  government.  Pray,  my  dear  boy,  give  me 
every  ray  of  light  you  can  as  to  this  mysterious 
business,  and  send  me  every  clever  print  or  pub- 
lication it  may  produce.  I  don't  mind  a  few 
guineas  of  expense  on  such  an  interesting  occasion. 
Will  not  some  of  the  leaders  of  opposition  see  the 
errors  of  their  late  conduct,  and  make  up  for 
them  hereafter  by  supporting  government?     If 
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Eodney  and  Clinton  would  afl^ord  us  a  couple  of 
handsome  gazettes,  we  should  still  hold  up  our 
heads,  and  laugh  at  the  Bourbons. 

**The  interview  between  the  Emperor  and 
Czarina  succeeded  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  parties,  that  these  two  sovereigns  set  out 
together  in  the  same  carriage  for  Smolensko. 
There  they  parted  on  iihe  11th  instant.  The 
Emperor  went  to  Moscow  to  pass  a  few  days,  and 
from  thence  he  proceeds  to  Petersburgh,  to  make 
a  second  visit  to  the  northern  Semiramis.  May 
much  good  result  to  humanity  from  these  repeated 
meetings !  This  monarchy,  and  that  of  Bussia, 
ought  to  live  in  good  harmony  and  connection 
with  each  other. 

"Your  friend,  Madame  de  Thun,  and  her 
eldest  daughter  dine  with  me  to-day,  along  with 
Prince  Kaunitz.  The  Pergens  are  in  the  country ; 
Madame  de  P.  desired  me  to  thank  you  for  your 
postscript,  which  sent  Gordon  to  the  Tower.  You 
would  like  the  Vienna  people  still  better  than  you 
do,  if  you  knew  how  much  they  take  to  heart  all 
our  late  distresses.  How  does  Chamier?  I  am 
most  anxious  till  I  hear  that  all  the  fatigue  of  the 
last  painftQ  fortnight  has  not  prevented  his 
recovery.  Adieu,  my  dear  Andrew;  be  assured 
that  every  line  you  write  in  these  perilous  times 
is  a  real  obligation  to 

"  Yours,  ever  most  cordially, 

"RM.K." 
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[Private.] 
LOBD  STOBMONT*  TO   SIB  B.  M.   KEITH. 

"  8t.  Jame^s,  July  11,  1780. 

"Dbab  Sib, 

"Though  I  happen  to  be  a  good  deal 
hurried  to-day,  yet  I  cannot  refuse  myself  the 
pleasure  of  thanking  you  most  sincerely  for  your 
very  affectionate  private  letter  of  the  24th  past. 

*^The  attack  intended,  or  at  least  threatened, 
against  my  house  did  not  take  place,  but  I  was 
wounded  much  more  sensibly  than  I  could  have 
been  by  any  personal  outrage,  by  that  offence  to 
Lord  Mansfield,  the  consequences  of  which  might 
have  been  dreadful  indeed.t  But  I  thank  God 
his  health  is  not  in  the  least  affected,  and  though 
he   feels   severely  the  loss   of  all  his  valuable 

*  Secretary  of  State,  and  nephew  to  the  venerable  judge. 

t  When  the  prisons  of  Newgate  and  Clerkenwell,  the  Fleet, 
the  Marshalsea,  and  the  gaols  of  Southwark  were  emptied  of 
their  felons,  the  houses  of  Sir  John  Fielding,  Mr.  Hyde,  and 
Mr.  Cox,  magistrates  for  Middlesex,  were  plundered  and  burnt 
The  dwelling  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  saved  by  posting  in  it 
a  few  soldiers ;  but  the  abode  of  Lord  Mansfield  met  a  different 
fate.  Furniture,  books,  and  pictures,  and  what  was  a  still  more 
irreparable  loss,  his  manuscripts,  formed  during  a  long  and 
active,  a  judicial  and  political  life,  all  were  sacrificed  to  the  brute 
rage  of  the  rabble.  The  amiable  Chief  Justice  escaped  by  a 
back  way,  and  wrapped  in  a  cloak  arrived  at  the  door  of  a 
friend,  requesting  admittance. 

A  private  letter  to  Sir  R  M.  Keith,  written  during  the 
events,  estimates  the  loss  in  books,  MSS.,  bonds,  and  valuable 
papers,  belonging  to  himself  and  others,  in  Lord  Mansfield's 
house  at  40,000/. ;  the  general  damage  to  the  city  of  London 
from  600,000/.  to  800,000/. 
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manuscripts^  yet>  upon  the  whole^  he  shows  a 
wonderful  calmness  and  serenity. 

^^  Cruel  as  this  loss  has  been,  yet  perhaps  the 
appearance  he  made  in  Parliament  the  first  time 
we  met^  after  the  dreadful  outrage,  is  so  far  an 
alleyiation,  that  it  has  added  to  his  fame,  by 
placing  him  in  a  point  of  view  in  which  he  never 
could  appear  before.  To  rise  up  at  such  a 
moment,  quite  unprepared  (for  he  had  not  the 
least  intention  of  speaking  that  day),  and  with  a 
calmness  and  precision  equal  to  any  he  had  ever 
shown  at  any  time,  to  place  the  law  of  his  country 
upon  several  great  and  important  points,  and  that, 
too,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  force  assent  from  those 
who  are  not  willing  to  give  it,  is  perhaps  un  trait 
unique  in  the  history  of  the  human  mmd.* 

**  The  public  tranquillity  seems  now  perfectly 
re-established,  yet  I  still  suspect  there  is  a  strong 
latent  wish  to  disturb  it  again.  Whether  we 
•  shall  ever  be  able  to  trace  this  conspiracy  to  its 
source,  I  know  not.  That  the  evil  was  not  acci- 
dental, but  has  a  root,  and  a  deep  and  foul  one 
too,  I  firmly  believe.    Adieu,  dear  Sir.     I  repeat 

^  The  sentiments  of  Lord  Mansfield  (whose  opinion  has  ever 
since  been  regarded  as  constitutional  law)  claim  the  utmost 
attention,  and  the  consideration  of  his  years  and  sufferings  in 
the  late  tumults  added  to  the  interest  with  which  he  was 
regarded.  In  proffering  his  opinion  (which  accurately  illustrated 
the  question,  and  disembarrassed  it  from  all  previous  doubts)  he 
avowed  that  he  had  formed  it  without  haying  recourse  to  books ; 
adding  the  pathetic  exclamation,  "  Indeed  I  have  no  books  to 
eoTistUt  /  "  All  his  auditors  seemed  to  deplore  the  loss  he  had 
sustained  as  a  national  misfortune  and  disgrace. 

VOL.  n.  I 
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my  sincerest  thanks  for  all  your  partiality  and 
friendship,  and  ever  am 

**  Your  most  faithftd,  humble  servant, 

"  Stokmont." 

hbs.  montagu*  to  sib  b.  m.  keith. 

**  August  26th,  1780. 

"Sib, 

"I  am  afraid  that  since  the  time  of 
Ulysses  to  this  very  day,  though  a  long  interval, 
there  have  not  been  many  travellers  v^hose  object 
it  has  been  to  see  cities  and  men,  with  that  at- 
tentive observation  which  could  render  them 
worthy  to  be  introduced  to  the  acquaintance  of 
the  most  distinguished  men,  and  to  an  advan- 
tageous recommendation  to  the  most  august  cities. 
However,  if  I  had  not  been  convinced  that  Mr. 
Meeke  had  the  best  views  in  his  travels,  I  should 
not  have  encouraged  his  going  to  Vienna,  and  less 
still  should  have  made  it  my  request  to  Sir  Robert 
Keith  to  have  afforded  him  the  great  honour  and 
advantage  of  his  protection  and  countenance. 
What  does  Mr.  Meeke  more  honour  than  my  good 
opinion,  is  that  of  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
where  he  was  educated ;  who,  hearing  his  intention 

*  Mrs.  Montagu,  whose  defence  of  Shakespeare  against  the 
aspersions  of  Voltaire,  and  other  productions,  gave  her  for  many 
years  a  high  literary  reputation.  Being  present  at  the  French 
Academy  at  the  reading  of  the  invective,  "  bearing  (says  Wal- 
pole)  all  the  marks  of  passionate  dotage,"  and  being  asked  by  an- 
other French  academician  (Suard)  whether  what  she  had  listened 
to  had  not  given  her  some  pain,  she  wittily  replied,  "  By  no 
means,  as  Monsieur  de  Voltaire  is  no  friend  of  mine." 
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to  go  abroad^  without  his  solicitation,  conferred 
on  him  what  is  called  a  travelling  fellowship ;  by 
which  it  is  plain  they  think  him  not  only  capable 
of  improving  himself  by  travel,  but  of  bringing 
home  some  addition  to  the  public  stock  of  learning 
and  knowledge.  I  hope,  therefore,  to  be  excused 
the  liberty  I  have  taken,  in  giving  him  this 
address  to  your  Excellency. 

**  I  must  confess  that  I  envy  one  who  is  going 
to  visit  Vienna.  Where  can  one  see  a  man  who 
is  as  great  when  he  lays  aside  his  title  of  emperor, 
as  when  he  appears  under  that  august  title  ?  and 
a  woman,  as  good  while  she  exercises  imperial 
power,  as  those  you  read  of  in  the  histories  of 
pious  saints  and  spotless  matrons?  Their  Im- 
perial Majesties  are  determined  to  show  that  their 
personal  merit  renders  them  superior  to  the  highest 
(elevation  the  institutions  of  this  world  can  bestow. 

"  If  there  should  be  any  commands  in  London 
that  I  can  execute,  I  beg  you  will  intrust  me  with 
them.  If  you  think  any  of  our  new  publications 
worth  your  attention,  I  shall  be  happy  to  show  on 
that,  or  any  occasion,  with  what  regard 
"  I  am  your  Excellency's 

"Most  obedient  jand  most  humble  servant, 

"Elizabeth  Montaou." 

As  a  pendanty  or,  rather,  contrast,  to  this  some- 
what j^^dan^io  epistle,  from  the  original  leader  of 
the  Blue  Stochmg  coterie,  may  be  given  another 
celebrated  correspondent's  more  feminine  commu- 
nication :  — 

I  2 
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MKS.   PIOZZI  TO  SIR  K.  M.   KEITH. 

"London,  1780. 

"Sir, 

"  It  shocks  me  to  be  troublesome  to  you 
about  such  trifles ;  but  the  people  of  the  custom- 
house at  Franckenmark  seized  some  furs  of  mine, 
which,  though  old  and  much  worn,  were  of  par- 
ticular value  to  me,  because  they  were  my 
mother's.  They  tool?:,  at  the  same  time,  a  satin 
gown,  half  made  up,  some  crape  to  make  me  a 
cap  on  the  road,  and  three  hanks  of  thread,  that 
my  maid  worked  with.  For  this  ofiFence,  Mr. 
Piozzi  paid  fifteen  zechins.  Mr.  Piozzi  hoped  to 
have  at  least  his  money  restored,  but  I  believe 
that  too  is  contrdbandy  for  the  Abbe  Trenti  writes 
us  word,  that  without  the  goods,  we  cannot  see 
the  guineas.  The  former,  we  hear,  are  detained 
at  the  frontiers,  for  want  of  an  ambassador's  pro- 
tection. I  therefore  take  the  liberty  to  beg  for 
the  honour  of  your  instructions ;  what  we  ought 
to  do,  what  we  ought  to  hope,  and  what  we  ought 
to  pay,  for  having  carried  to  Vienna  an  old  fur 
petticoat,  purchased  in  this  town  just  thirty  years 
ago,  and  half  worn  out  before  it  came  into  the 
possession  of.  Sir, 

"Your  very  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

"Hester  Piozzi." 
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MABSHAL  CONWAY  TO  SIR  B.  M.   KEITH. 

''Tark  Place,  ZOth  Aug.  1780. 

"Deab  Sir  Eobebt, 

*'  You  say  a  thousand  true  and  excellent 
things  upon  the  state  of  political  afifairs  in  our  un- 
happy country.  I  feel,  as  you  do,  the  utility  and 
necessity  of  all  kinds  of  peace,  rrvaia  le  moyen  ? 
To  be  ^  angry  and  sin  not,'  is  of  all,  I  believe,  the 
hardest  lesson  among  men.  You  say,  *  Parlia- 
ment should  correct  faults  and  punish  crimes:' 
but  that  *  peace  at  home  is  necessary,  to  make 
vigorous  war,  or  procure  peace  abroad.'  True  — 
but  how  to  correct'  faults,  or  punish  crimes,  and 
yet  keep  peace  at  home  ?  Opposers  say,  *  The 
country  is  undoing  daily  by  bad  measures ; '  sup- 
porters say,  *  Do  not  obstruct  the  operations  of 
government'  If  a  doctor  ordered  poison  to  his 
patient,  or  a  surgeon  proposed  a  fatal  amputation, 
and  they  were  to  say,  ^  Hush  !  let  us  alone !  don't 
disturb  us  in  our  measures,  and  all  will  go  well ' 
—  must  the  poor  patient  die  for  peace'  sake  ?  I 
myself  am  but  a  miserable  tame  politician,  con- 
temned by  the  warm  and  vigorous  ones  for  that 
sneaking  vice  called  candour.  Yet  I  really  have, 
I  think,  seen  an  unjust  and  unnatural  war,  unne- 
cessarily begun,  obstinately  persevered  in,  and 
very  miserably  conducted.  I  could  not  quite  have 
the  optimism  of  the  good  Candide^  and  say  all 
was  for  the  best  1  Yet  opposition  {^faction  in  all 
its  shapes!  to  find  fault  is  to  discompose,  and 
z  3 
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indeed  it  does  so ;  for  those  you  find  fault  with 
are  angry,  if  you  are  not.  There  is,  it  would  seem, 
no  dififering  without  squabbling,  nor  finding  fault 
without  giving  ofiFence ;  and  the  dilemma  of  peace- 
ably disposed  and  unambitious  men  is  sometimes 
great,  in  certain  situations. 

"  I  certainly,  in  my  little  sphere,  have  blamed 
sometimes ;  because  I  have  thought  that  to  make 
Parliament  a  mere  register  of  ministerial  decrees, 
or  simply  the  banker  of  the  nation,  and  make  no 
distinction  between  right  and  wrong,  was  of  two 
evils  the  greatest.  But  I  have  neither  promoted 
county  meetings,  nor  mad  associations,  nor  signed 
petitions,  nor  remonstrances;  nor  been  for  botching 
the  constitution  by  short  parliaments,  and  equal 
representation.  I  see  defects  in  our  constitution, 
which  is  an  excellent  piece  of  patchwork,  but  I 
don't  know  how  to  mend  them.  The  Parliament, 
I  am  afraid,  would  not  if  they  could,  unless  they 
are  mended  themselves ;  and  /  dread  the  heavy 
Iwmd  of  the  people  in  such  operations.  What  I 
have  been  most  hurt  at  was  to  hear  constantly 
those  who  were  supporting  those  parliamentary 
measures  by  which  the  war  was  begun  and  con- 
tinued, as  freely  condemning  them  out  of  the 
house,  in  all  conversations,  as  they  who  opposed 
them;  and  that  could  not  but  be  mortifying 
and  provoking  to  one,  who  thought  his  vote  and 
conduct  in  Parliament  a  serious  duty,  not  a  mere 
farce,  and  who  thought  he  saw  from  the  first  day 
all  the  horrors  and  dangers  of  this  unfortimate 
war,  and  believed  they  might  have  been  avoided. 
My  prophecies  are  upon  record :  facte  have  too 
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fatally  verified  them;  and  I  can  only  say  that 
having  little  ambition,  and  a  very  simple  zeal  for 
the  prosperity  of  my  country,  I  most  cordially 
wish  I  had  been  as  much  in  the  wrong,  as  I  cer- 
tainly was  in  the  right.* 

**We  have  lost  three  islands,  and,  I  doubt, 
thirteen  provinces.  I  wish  Ireland  may  be  as 
secure  to  the  dominion  of  this  country  as  those 
provinces  might  have  been;  and  after  spending 
sixty  or  seventy  millions,  I  doubt  we  are  now 
evidently  struggling  against  a  superior  force,  after 
contriving  to  shake  off  everything  we  could  ever 
call  our  ally.  I  will  dwell  no  longer  on  this  odious 
subject.  Providence  or  our  better  genius  may 
perhaps  avert  these  evils.  There  is  such  a  tide 
in  the  aflfairs  of  men,  its  refluxes  are  sometimes 
sudden  and  extraordinary,  and  of  all  things  the 
most  uncomfortable  and  unmanly  is  to  despair ! 

"  I  am,  therefore,  not  for  yielding  dishonourably, 
but  for  more  exertion,  and  so  I  have  long  been ; 
and  I  must  say  for  myself,  and  those  I  have 
oftenest  agreed  with,  that  though  condemning  the 
war,  I  have  never  opposed  any  of  the  means  for 
carrying  it  on.  I  hear  nothing  of  late  of  that 
mischievous  madman,  Lord  George  Gordon. 
Amidst  some  harm  he  has  done,  he  may,  perhaps, 
have   the   accidental  merit  of  checking,  by  the 

*  "  Marshal  Conway  (says  Walpole)  carried  his  motion  for  a 
pacification  with  America,  by  a  majority  of  nineteen.  His 
speech  was  full  of  wit,  spirit,  and  severity ;  and  Mr.  Fox  com- 
plimented him  publicly  on  this  second  triumph,  he  haying  been 
the  mover  of  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act." 
I  4 


120  THE  BOHANCE  OF  DIPLOMACT. 

absurdity  of  his  insurrection,  a  mobbish  spirit  of 
reformation^  which  I  think  might  have  made  our 
bad  business  worse. 

**Lady  Ailesbury  sends  kindest  regards. 

**  Ever  your  faithful  and  afiFectionate, 

«H.  S.  C.^ 

SIR  R.  M.  KEITH  TO  A.  B.  DRUMMOND,  ESQ. 
"  Vienna,  October  Uth,  1780. 
"  What  the  devil  is  the  matter  with  Old 
England,  my  dear  Andrew,  that  she  has  lost  every 
grain  of  her  ancient  spirit  and  perseverance? 
The  absurdities  with  which  every  paper  has  been 
filled  since  the  arrival  of  General  Dalrymple  from 
New  York,  and  the  mean-spirited  despondency 
which  one  half  of  our  fellow-citizens  display  upon 
the  least  untoward  accident,  are  to  me  constant 
sources  of  shame,  as  well  as  sorrow.  I  find  it  a 
hard  matter  to  hold  my  head  as  high  as  I  shall 
ever  wish  to  hold  it,  amidst  a  score  of  foreign 
ministers  who,  (upon  the  faith  of  our  own  repre- 
sentation of  the  situation  of  our  afifairs)  look  upon 
the  faithless  Bourbons  as  the  very  lords  of  the 
ascendant.  What  have  these  Bourbons  done? 
what  are  they  about  to  do,  which  ought  to  give 
them  a  just  claim  to  that  ascendancy  ?  We  our- 
selves must  continue  for  a  length  of  time  to  betray 
our  own  cause,  to  dishearten  our  own  fleets  and 
armies,  to  crouch  under  a  burden  which  our  fore- 
fathers would  have  supported  most  manfully,  ere 
it  can  be  possible  for  such  a  nation  as  ours  to  lose 
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its  weight  and  consideration  in  Europe.  Bitter 
foes  and  false  friends  have  brought  us,  indeed, 
into  imminent  danger ;  but  we  have  still  a  fair 
field  before  us,  and  a  cause  so  manifestly  just,  that, 
if  we  are  true  to  ourselves.  Heaven  will  certainly 
assist  us. 

*^You  see,  my  dear  Andrew,  by  this  solemn 
preamble,  that  I  am  stung  to  the  quick  by  the 
last  letters  from  England.  I  pray  of  you,  there- 
fore, to  ransack  all  London  for  such  good  news, 
or  at  least  well-founded  expectations,  as  may 
enable  me  to  stem  with  honour  the  torrent  of 
falsehood  and  presimiption  with  which  the  Bour- 
bons are  preparing  to  overflow  all  Europe.  I  had 
almost  said  that  in  so  doing  you  will  render  a 
service  to  the  public ;  for  my  situation  here  makes 
the  game  I  have  to  play  of  some  importance. 
But  at  least  you  will  render  an  essential  service 
to  an  old  and  trusty  friend,  who  serves  his  country 
with  a  warm  and  assiduous  zeal,  which  in  these 
pusillanimous  times  is  not  without  some  share  of 
merit. 

**I  have  read  with  great  pleasure  the  list  of 
new  members  of  Parliament.  No  less  than  six  or 
seven-and-twenty  of  my  Vienna  lads  will  sit  in 
St.  Stephen*s  chapel ;  and  thejy  I  trusty  will  strive 
strenuously  and  successfully  to  set  old  dame  Eng- 
land upon  her  legs  again.  They  will  at  least  give 
her  ladyship  fjiir  play,  and  not  permit  a  parcel 
of  ungrateful  children  to  smother  her  with  the 
cushions  of  her  own  feather  bed. 

"  Give  me  news  of  the  brave  Eodney ;  he  has 
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kept  up  the  honour  of  our  navy  amidst  a  thousand 
dangers.  Will  not  Darby  give  us  a  tight  bout 
soon  with  that  blustering  and  mongrel  commander 
D'Estaing?  So  Darby  is  going  to  victual  Gibral- 
tar! If  so,  they  must  meet.  Adieu,  my  dear 
Andrew — a  word,  a  cheerful  word;  it  will  be 
worth  a  king's  ransom  to  yours  ever, 

«E.  M.  K." 

SIR   E.    M.    KEITH  TO   HIS   SISTER. 

"  Vienna^  1st  Dec.  1780. 
"It  is  with  sincere  grief  that  I  sit  down  to 
acquaint  you,  my  dear  Anne,  with  the  very  great 
loss  this  country  has  sustained  by  the  death  of 
the  Empress  Queen,  which  happened  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  29th  November,  and  has  thrown  this 
whole  monarchy  into  the  deepest  affliction.  The 
Empress  began  to  complain  of  a  violent  cold, 
attended  with  a  cough  and  oppression  in  breathing 
about  the  18th.  No  danger  was  apprehended  for 
several  days ;  but  from  the  morning  of  Saturday 
last,  all  the  symptoms  became  more  alarming, 
and  the  disease  was  supposed  to  be  a  dropsy  of 
the  chest.  The  tender  affection  and  care  with 
which  the  Emperor  and  all  the  children  of  the 
imperial  family  attended  their  mother  through 
her  whole  illness,  were  highly  exemplary,  and 
endeared  them  more  and  more  to  all  the  subjects 
of  Austria.  Her  Imperial  Majesty  took  the  most 
afifecting  leave  of  them  all,  and  continued  to 
exert  her  benevolence  and  charity  in  a  great  many 
instances  ;  and  showed,  to  her  last  moments,  that 
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piety,  fortitude,  and  resignation,  which  had  so 
eminently  distinguished  her  whole  life.  No  so- 
vereign was  more  justly  nor  more  universally  re- 
gretted, though  every  person  in  these  kingdoms 
is  persuaded  that  all  that  is  great  and  good  is  to 
be  expected  from  her  successor. 

"  I  need  not  tell  my  sisters  how  much  I  share 
in  the  general  sorrow,  nor  that  my  hands  are  full 
of  business  at  the  commencement  of  a  new  reign, 
which  must  be  an  object  of  great  attention  to 
every  Court  in  Europe. 

"The  Empress's  danger  increased  so  rapidly, 
that  I  could  not  write  to  my  private  correspon- 
dents by  my  servant,  whom  I  despatched  to  Eng- 
land a  few  hours  after  her  death.  I  am  certain 
that  the  news  will  create  many  painful  feelings 
wherever  it  is  carried.  The  body  will  be  opened 
this  morning,  and  we  shall  know  the  real  name 
of  the  fatal  disease ;  and  the  burial  will  be  <5n 
Sunday  evening.  All  public  diversions  will  be 
suspended  for  the  whole  winter,  and  those  young 
folks  who  thirsted  after  the  pleasures  of  a  long 
and  gay  carnival,  will  be  greatly  disappointed. 
For  my  part  I  lose  nothing  by  the  suppression  of 
public  shows,  and  my  only  wish  is  to  see  my 
chosen  friends  in  tolerable  health.  December 
2nd. — The  Empress's  body  has  been  opened,  and 
the  fatal  disease  appears  to  have  been  induratixyii 
of  the  lungs,  and  suflFocation,  the  consequences  of 
excessive  corpulence.  The  burial  will  take  place 
to-morrow  evening,  and  with  less  pomp  than 
usual,  according  to  her  last  wUL    Her  humility 
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has  gone  so  far  as  to  forbid  every  sort  of  funeral 
oration.  She  has  thought  of  every  thing  and 
every  body  in  her  testament ;  has  made  provision 
for  her  younger  children,  left  pensions  and  tokens 
of  remuneration  to  all  her  faithful  servants,  and 
ordered  a  month's  pay  extraordinary  to  be  distri- 
buted to  the  whole  army. 

**  In  short,  my  dear  Anne,  the  late  reign  has 
left  a  most  striking  and  edifying  example.  May 
the  new  one  be  equally  glorious  and  less  chequered 
by  the  viscissitudes  of  fortune !  I  have  written 
so  much  during  the  last  four  days,  that  my  fingers 
almost  refuse  to  hold  the  pen.  I  have  only  to 
add  my  hearty  service  to  all  the  sisterhood  and 
Aimt  Bab.  I  expect  great  things  from  America,  if 
dissension  does  indeed  display  itself  among  the 
rebels.     Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

**  Ever  yours  most  cordially, 

«  E.  M.  K." 

SIR  R.   M.   KEITH  TO   HIS  SISTER. 

"  Vientuif  January  1«^,  1781. 
"  I  begin  my  new  year  by  the  most  afifectionate 
wishes  for  the  happiness  of  the  sisterhood,  and 
Aimt  Bab.*  Health  and  contentment  be  your 
constant  companions,  together  with  that  relish 
of  life  which  doubles  all  its  enjoyments.  I  am 
well  and  hearty,  notwithstanding  such  a  load  of 
business  as  few  men  could  go  through  without 
assistance.  My  young  secretary  is  full  of  docility 
and  attention ;  but  since  the  hour  he  came  into  my 

*  The  nonagenarian  sister  of  his  father,  before  mentioned. 
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house,  I  have  had  such  constant  and  indispensable 
occupation,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  teach  him 
the  mechanical  part  of  the  profession ;  so  that  all 
his  good  will  is  of  no  avail  to  me.  However,  I 
never  grudge  trouble,  when  it  can  forward  the 
public  service ;  and  my  sisters  will  be  glad  to  learn 
that  I  have,  in  the  full  and  most  flattering  appro- 
bation of  all  mj  superiors,  repeated  upon  fifty 
occasions,  and  without  reserve,  the  best  reward  of 
my  labours  which  I  can  possibly  desire.  This  I 
say  with  real  gratitude  tpwards  my  sovereign,  and 
his  confidential  servants,  who  treat  me  with  so 
much  kindness  and  indulgence.  The  present 
situation  of  Europe,  and  particularly  of  Great 
Britain,  calls  for  the  zealous  exertions  of  every  ho- 
nest man  who  holds  a  public  employment ;  mine 
are  both  hearty  and  assiduous.  May  Heaven 
render  them  useful !  So  much  by  way  of  preface 
to  a  busy  year ;  and,  I  hope,  a  prosperous  one. 

^^  This  capital  is  what  it  ought  to  be,  after  such 
a  loss  as  the  nation  has  sustained.  We  are  em- 
ployed in  recapitulating  the  exemplary  life  of  the 
deceased  sovereign,  in  blessing  her  memory,  and 
in  following,  with  just  encomiums,  every  wise 
and  paternal  step  of  her  illustrious  successor.  He 
is  a  man  of  very  superior  abilities,  joined  to  that 
unwearied  application  to  the  duties  of  his  high 
station  which  are,  to  his  subjects,  sure  pledges  of 
the  justice  and  beneficence  of  his  reign. 

"  I  wish  I  could  find  time  to  tell  you  a  few  of  the 
well-authenticated  anecdotes  which  relate  to  the 
Empress's  death ;  as  I  am  sure  you  would  agree 
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'  with  me  in  thinking,  that  no  Roman  matron,  or 

/  Romish  saint,  ever  met  her  dissolution  with  as 

much  calm  fortitude  as  Maria-Theresa.     One  I 
%  must  mention,  ss  it  will  do  good  to  the  hearts 

*  of  the  sisterhood.     From  the  moment  that  the 

Empress  found  herself  in  imminent  danger,  she 
seemed  to  forget  the  sufferings  of  a  painful  and 
deadly  disease,  and  employed  every  minute  in 
arranging  the  affairs  of  her  kingdoms,  in  explain- 
ing her  intentions  relative  to  her  family,  her 
friends,  her  servants,  and  even  her  own  interment. 
This  she  did  with  a  presence  of  mind  truly  as- 
tonishing. After  several  days,  in  which  her 
beneficence  had  had  its  full  scope,  she  found  such 
diflSculty  in  breathing,  that  she  could  no  longer 
enjoy  a  moment  of  rest  or  ease  in  bed.  As  she 
sat  in  her  chair,  she  inclined  her  head  back,  and 
seemed  inclined  to  slumber.  One  of  her  women 
arranged  the  cushions  round  her  dying  sovereign, 
and  asked  in  a  whisper,  if  her  Majesty  would 
compose  herself  to  sleep?  *  No,' said  the  Empress, 
(raising  herself,)  *I  could  sleep;  but  Death  is  too 
near ;  and  I  must  not  let  him  steal  upon  me  in 
that  way.  I  have  been  preparing  for  his  approach 
these  fifteen  years,  and  I  am  resolved  to  look  him 
in  the  face  without  fear  or  horror.'  And  she  did 
so;  for  she  ordered  her  physician  to  give  her 
notice  aloud  when  death  was  at  hand,  and  she 
employed  her  parting  breath  in  thanking  Heaven, 
and  blessing  her  people,  and  her  children.  Peace 
be  with  her  manes  1  She  was  a  good-hearted,  a 
generous  and  magnanimous  princess,  as  any  one 
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who  ever  did  honour  to  her  sex,  and  to  humanity  I 
I  am  sure  you  thank  me  for  this  anecdote,  which 
I  give  you  for  your  private  satisfaction,  and  that 
of  my  cronies,  and  intimate  friends.  God  bless 
you  all. 

"E.M.  K." 

SIR   R.   M.   KEITH  TO  PHILIP  TORKE,  ESQ. 

**  Vienna,  January  20th,  1781. 

**Dear  Yorke, 

"  The  knowledge  I  have  of  the  essential 
good  qualities  both  of  your  head  and  heart,  pre- 
vented me  from  attributing  your  unusual  silence 
to  any  other  cause  but  that  of  your  troublesome 
and  tedious  election  business.  I  saw  with  real 
satisfaction  the  happy  issue  of  it ;  and  though  I 
regret  that  the  contest  led  you  into  such  an  enor- 
mous expense,  yet  I  shall  think  the  money  well 
employed,  if  it  has  fixed  your  family  interest  in 
the  county  upon  so  solid  a  foundation,  that  no 
Jew  or  Christian  Croesus  shall  dare  hereafter  to 
attempt  to  overthrow  it. 

**  Your  own  character,  my  dear  Yorke,  and  that 
kind  attention  which  you  will  always  be  disposed 
to  show  to  your  constituents  in  their  private 
concerns,  will  soon  make  you  the  friend  of  the 
county;  and  I  know  no  situation  in  life  more 
truly  respectable,  than  that  of  an  independent 
member  of  parliament,  to  whom  a  whole  county 
looks  up,  not  for  dirty  jobs,  but  for  the  candid 
and  efficacious  support  of  their  just  claims  upon 
Government.       May  you   long  enjoy  the  pre- 
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eminence  of  that  situation,  with  every  delightful 
feeling  which  belongs  to  a  humane  disposition, 
and  a  clear  conscience ! 

**  In  politics,  I  have  long,  in  my  own  imagina- 
tion, marked  out  your  line,  my  dear  Yorke. 
Truth,  independence,  and  application  will  guide 
you  through  every  step,  till  you  arrive  at  that 
well-earned  esteem  and  national  consideration 
which  enlarge  the  means  of  doing  good*,  and  are 
imdoubtedly  the  most  valuable  prizes  which  a 
man  of  good  sense  and  moderate  ambition  can 
ever  wish  to  obtain.  I  would  not  see  you  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  if  I  could ;  I  love  you  too 
well  to  wish  you  ever  to  barter  the  heartfelt  con- 
tentment and  domestic  happiness  for  which  nature 
has  formed  you,  for  all  the  fame,  and  all  the 
power  of  the  most  envied  minister  of  state  ! 

**  Our  Emperor  has  behaved  like  an  angel  ever 
since  his  accession,  and  shows  such  assiduity  and 
superior  talents  in  all  the  duties  of  his  high 
station,  that  his  subjects,  and  all  Europe,  may 
promise  themselves  much  good  from  his  reign. 
The  first  seven  weeks  of  our  mourning  (which  lasts 
six  months)  being  over,  we  hope  in  a  few  days  to 
be  allowed  to  pay  our  court  to  him,  for  the  first 
time  since  the  lamented  death  of  the  Empress 
Queen  ;  and  I  shall  carry  into  his  presence,  along 
with  the  sincere  good  wishes  of  all  the  English 

*  A  prognostic  fully  realised,  in  the  ChanceUorship  of  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  and  Lord  Lieutenancy  of  Ireland : 
offices  discharged  by  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke  with  the  most  nni- 
yersal  approbation. 
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nation^  as  much  personal  veneration  and  attach- 
ment *  as  any  one  of  his  subjects.  Adieu^  dear 
Yorke ;  honour  and  happiness  attend  you  I 

[Cof^denHal.] 

SIB  B.  H.  KEITH  TO  ANDBEW  DBUKMOND^  ESQ. 

"  Vienna,  Jan,  IZth,  1781. 

**  Joy  and  comfort  be  with  my  excellent  Drum- 
monds,  male  and  female,  and  with  all  the  Oang , 
in  this  lively  and  decisive  year,  and  in  many 
following  ones.  I  have  no  wishes  more  ardent 
than  those  I  oflFer  you  all,  and  it  grieved  me  to 
be  obliged  to  send  WiflSn  to  England  two  days  ago 
without  charging  him  with  them.  But,  my  dear 
Andrew,  I  am,  and  have  been  for  several  months 
past,  the  veriest  slave  that  ever  tugged  at  the 
political  oar,  and  without  a  soul  to  assist  me. 
How,  and  to  what  purpose  I  have  rowed,  let  my 
superiors  tell,  and  if  I  help  to  bring  the  vessel 
safely  into  port,  no  creature  within  the  bounds  of 
your  blessed  island  will  be  happier,  or  more  con- 
tented than  myself.  My  superiors  load  me  with 
kjndness  and  commendation ;  they  treat  me  with 
that  confidence  which  marks  sincere  esteem ;  they 
reward  me  in  the  way  of  all  others  which  is  the 
best  suited  to  my  feelings  and  disposition  ;  but  as 
to  fortune^  my  dear  Andrew,  I  never  care  much 
about  it,  and  nobody  else  seems  to  bestow  a  thought 
upon  what  Keith's  circumstances  or  his  claims  are. 

*  The  feeling  was  mutual  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  Joseph, 
thzoughoat  his  life. 

VOL.  n.  K 
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When  I  say  nobody^  I  mean  of  those  who  hold 
the  loaves  and  fishes ;  for  I  know  that  my  private 
friends,  my  chosen  and  trusty  few,  are  more 
solicitous  about  my  fortune  than  I  am.  But  I 
will  not  tire  you  with  grievances  which  I  defy  to 
disturb  my  peace  of  mind.  I  have  my  recompence 
in  my  own  breast,  and  in  those  of  my  friends ; 
and  if  the  distributors  of  good  things  remain  un- 
mindful of  an  old  and  faithful  servant,  because  he 
has  too  much  honest  pride  to  become  a  teazing 
duUy  tantpis  pour  eux!  they  have  worse  hearts 
than  mine,  whatever  their  heads  may  be. 

**I  am  the  busiest  man  in  Christendom,  and 
shall  be  the  most  contented,  if  the  government 
put  in  execution  their  talked-of  idea  of  sending 
my  fast  friend  of  upwards  of  thirty  years.  Sir 
Joseph  Yorke,  to  help  me  in  my  negbciation. 
But  when  the  time  may  come  (if  ever)  for  such 
an  appointment,  depends  on  the  events  of  war, 
and  the  capricious,  as  well  ss  insidious  politics  of 
our  Bourbon  enemies.  Sir  Joseph  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  intimate  friends  I  have  in  the 
world,  and  his  nomination  would  be  to  me  the 
most  welcome  event;  because  I  am  certain  that 
neither  he,  nor  those  who  send  him,  will  seek  to 
suppress  what  little  share  of  merit  I  can  already 
justly  claim  on  my  own  bottom.  Thank  God! 
there  is  not  a  more  disinterested  man  in  Great 
Britain  than  myself;  but  justice  must  be  done  to 
me,  for  the  honour  of  the  Clan  Keith. 
"  Adieu,  yours  ever, 

*^E.  M.  K" 
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ME.    RIGBT  TO   SIR  R.   M  KEITH. 

''Pay  Office,  Jan.  21«<,  1781. 

'^Dear  Keith, 

*^My  porter  tells  me  that  your  mes- 
senger arrived  from  Vienna  on  Thursday  last,  and 
returns  to  you  in  a  few  days.  It  would  be  un- 
pardonable in  me  not  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
a  safe  conveyance,  though  I  have  little  perhaps 
to  tell  you.  I  hope  this  courier  from  you  brings 
good  tidings  from  the  Emperor,  of  a  friendly  dis- 
position to  this  country,  which  at  this  hour  is  in 
a  state  it  never  foimd  itself  before.  I  must  begin 
by  assuring  you  that  since  my  friends  Gower  and 
Weymouth  withdrew  themselves,  and  particularly 
since  the  death  of  poor  Chamier,  (which  I  can 
never  enough  lament,)  I  have  not  been  in  habits 
enough  with  any  of  the  King^s  servants  to  know 
more  of  their  secrets  than  I  do  of  those  of  the 
ministers  at  the  Court  of  Vienna.  I  don't  covet 
the  contrary ;  preferring  the  situation  of  an  UTi- 
responsible  paymaster  to  any  other  I  could  have 
under  existing  circumstances. 

**  Our  new  Parliament,  from  the  little  specimen 
we  have  yet  had  of  it,  seems  at  least  as  well  dis- 
posed to  support  government  as  the  last.  Not 
that  I  think  them  over  fond  of  the- ministers ;  but 
that  numbers  of  them  detest  the  opposition.  This 
party,  perhaps  the  most  respectable  one  in  this 
kingdom  at  present,  and  which  is  a  very  numerous 
one,  I  call  the  opposition  to  the  opposition ;  who 
despise  the  ministers,  but  hate  and  detest  their 
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antagonists;  and  by  their  strength  and  support 
this  ministry  stands^  and  bids  fiedr  to  remain; 
more  especially  as,  added  to  this  circimistance,  the 
opposition  are  split  and  divided  amongst  one  an- 
other to  such  a  degree,  that  Shelburne  and 
Burke  keep  no  bounds  in  their  abuse  of  each  other. 
Nor  even  do  the  Eockingham  party  hold  the 
same  doctrine  upon  the  material  article  to  be 
brought  into  Parliament  from  the  Yorkshire  com- 
mittee, of  shortening  the  duration  of  Parliaments, 
and  introducing  one  hundred  new  knights,  for 
counties.  Sir  George  Saville  is  to  go  those 
lengths :  Lord  Bockingham  and  Burke  hold  back. 
These  circumstances  will    explain    to   you  the 

present  state  of  those  parties We 

have  not  seen  the  Advocate*  this  session;  and 
I  hear  he  has  been  too  ill  to  come  from  Scotland 
yet  In  a  full  House,  and  a  warm  debate,  we 
shall  have  occasion  for  his  eloquence  and  spirit  I 
I  live  much,  and  in  great  cordiality  with  the 
Drummonds,  who  are  the  best  people  in  the  world. 
I  tell  Bob  he  is  of  the  party  I  describe,  as  opposi- 
tion to  the  opposition,  which  is  his  case.  Harry 
is  a  better  courtier,  for  he  has  one  of  the  best 
contracts  that  ever  man  had,  and  I  rejoice  that  it 
is  so.f 

*^  I  imagine  we  are  not  likely  to  see  you  soon 
at  home.  I  own,  without  flattery  to  you,  that 
I  am  very  glad  you  happen  to  be  at  this  time  at 

*  H.  Dundas,  afterwards  Lord  Melville, 
t  ThiB  lucrative  contract  the  Messrs.  Dnmimond  resigned, 
tluit  their  parliamentary  conduct  might  be  unfettered. 
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the  Emperor's*  Court.  I  am  not  politician  enough 
to  know  if  it  is  in  his  power,  should  it  be  his  in- 
clination, to  step  forth  a  friend  to  Grreat  Britain ; 
I  only  know  that  we  want  him.  Whether  news  is 
come  from  Petersburgh,  or  whether  it  be  fisivour- 
able  or  hostile,  you  are  much  more  likely  to  know 
than  I  am ;  as  well  as  whether  we  have  friends 
enough  left  in  Holland  to  persuade  the  Dutch 
to  cry  peccavi,  as  some  people  report  is  the  case. 

"Jan.  29th. 

*'  Our  fleet  is  to  sail  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar 
immediately.  I  wish  for  a  sea-fight,  even  at  a 
disadvantage  of  numbers;  for  nothing  puts  the 
people  of  this  country  so  much  (nor  in  my  opinion 
so  justly)  out  of  himiour,  as  these  inactive  naval 
campaigns.  I  can't  help  telling  you  that  your 
friend  Wraxall  spoke  incomparably  well  in  the 
debate  on  the  Dutch  war.  He  had  matter  enough 
for  a  dozen  speeches^  good  elocution,  with  a  toler- 
able voice.  But  he  gave  the  House  too  Tnuch ;  for 
he  has  not  sat  there  long  enough  yet  to  know  that 
knowledge  and  good  sense  don't  make  their  way 
so  well  in  that  place  as  confidence  and  abuse,  f 

*  Joseph  the  Second,  whose  recent  accession  rendered  his 
sentiments  extremely  important. 

t  Wrajtall,  whose  dlbdt  is  thus  leniently,  if  not  fovonrably 
mentioned  here,  is  said  by  later  correspondents  to  have  utterly 
disgusted  the  House  by  the  lengthiness  and  wide  range  of  topics 
embraced  in  his  speeches.  Their  reception,  and  discursive 
nature,  are  thus  characterised  in  one  of  the  wittiest  of  ihejeux 
'  d^etprit  called  "  Probationary  Odes,"  in  which  the  matter  and 
manner  of  the  speakers  of  the  day  are  held  up  to  ridicule  :  — 
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"  And  now,  my  dear  Keith,  after  thanking  you 
a  thousand  times  again  for  all  your  goodness  to  my 
nephew,  you  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  I  am  very 
well  satisfied  with  him.  He  is  a  well-bred  good- 
humoured,  pleasant  gentleman,  as  free  from  vice 
as  I  could  wish  to  see  him.  He  never  games,  the 
rock  upon  which  all  the  yoimg  men  of  fashion  split 
and  are  cast  away.  I  allow  him  lOOOZ.  a-year ;  he 
comes  and  goes  to  Mistley  as  he  pleases ;  in  short 
we  are  on  the  best  terms.  Excuse,  if  I  bore  you 
about  him.  "  Yours,  ever, 

"ElCHAKD  ElGBY." 

SIB   R.   M.   KEITH  TO    ANDREW  DRTJMMOND,   ESQ.,   ON 
HIS   MARRIAGE. 

"  Vienna,  May  I2th,  1781. 

*^  She  is  the  very  woman !  the  handsome,  un- 
tainted, warm-hearted  woman  I  had  so  long 
marked  out  in  my  own  mind  for  you ;  and  you 
are  the  happiest  man  in  Christendom,  my  dear 

"  Hurrain  seize  the  House  of  Commons! 
Hoarse  catarrh  their  windpipes  shake, 
Who,  deaf  to  troubled  learning's  summons, 
Budely  cough'd  whene'er  I  spake, 

I  bum,  I  bum,  I  glow,  I  glow, 
With  antique  and  with  modem  lore ; 
I  rush  from  Bosphorus  to  Po, 
From  Nilus  to  the  Nore ! " 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  though  a  lively  narrator  in  point 
and  in  conversation,  his  letters  are  too  common-place  to  have 
afforded  room  (with  one  exception)  even  for  extract  here. 
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Andrew ;  and  you  will  be  long  so,  because  both  you 
and  sweet  Lady  Mary*  have  right  heads,  as  well 
as  warm  hearts.  You  are  both  made  for  domestic 
happiness  —  you  know  its  value  —  you  have  a 
competency  and  fair  prospects,  and  your  blood 
has  not  an  icy  particle  in  it !  Ergo,  tclj  young 
friends  Andrew  and  Mary  shall  be  as  happy  as  the 
day  is  long;  and.  Heaven  knows,  I  not  only 
applaud  but  share  their  happiness. 

"I  congratulate  Bob  and  Tatty,  and  Bess  and 
Harry,  and  Lady  Egmont,  and  your  bride,  and 
Tnyself !  Why  did  you  not  tell  me  the  precise 
day  of  your  nuptials,  my  sweet  boy  Andrew,  that 
I  might  have  made  it  a  holiday  in  my  household? 
Every  living  creature  would  have  celebrated  it 
with  joy,  for  everybody  loves  Drtt,  c?rii,*and  sends 
a  million  of  wishes.  The  Thun  is  delighted  with 
your  marriage  —  so  are  all ;  the  Pergen  says  you 
are  such  a  husband  as  she  wishes  for  her  daughters ; 
the  Hoyos  whispers,  ^que  Lady  Mary  est  une 
femmefort  heureuse! ' 

"  Here  comes  a  d — d  fellow  with  a  long  paper, 
which  I  must  read.  Lord  I  Andrew !  let  no 
child  of  yours  ever  be  bred  a  politician ;  it  is  all 
buckram  and  stay-tape,  and  not  one  man  in  a 
hundred  knows  the  true  secret  of  the  trade.  I 
will  tell  it  you  in  two  words — be  honest,  discreet, 
and  active;  prove  to  mankind  they  may  trust 
you,  and  they  will  1  My  politician  grows  impa- 
tient :  I  must  throw  down  the  pen ;  but  first  let 

*  Daughter  to  the  Earl  of  E^ont; 
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me  embrace  the  clan  Drummond,  mchiding'LeAj 
Mary,  with  whom  I  have  been  in  love  these  six 
years  1  Write  to  me,  you  dog,  or  I  shall — pay  my 
devoirs  to  her  ladyship  in  person.  And  now  to 
the  business  of  Europe  1         "  Yours  ever, 

"E.M.  K." 

The  patriotic  disinterestedness  with  which,  "while 
sympathising  with  the  "  hopes  deferred  "  of  his 
"  six-and-eightpenny "  brother  veterans.  Sir  B. 
M.  Keith  was  content  to  wait  nearly  twenty  years 
for  another  regiment  (his  own  having  been  dis- 
banded in  1763),  was  amply  rewarded  by  the 
terms  in  which  official  and  private  friends  hailed 
the  tardy  appointment.  His  principal  thus  noti- 
fies it :  — 

LORD   STORMONT*   TO   SIR   R.  M.   KEITH. 

"  8t  Jarneis,  Oct.  I2th,  1781. 

"Dear  Sir, 

"  I  have  no  matter  for  an  official  letter 
to-day ;  but  I  cannot  omit  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  congratulating  you  upon  the  distinguished 
mark  of  his  Majesty's  favour  just  conferred  upon 
you,  by  appointing  you  to  the  command  of  the 
10th  regiment,  vacant  by  the  death  of  General 
Sandford,  the  news  of  whose  death  arrived  only 
the  day  before  yesterday.  This  event  must  give 
the  warmest  pleasure  to  all  your  friends,  but  to 
none  more  than  to  your  most  faithful  humble 
servant, 

"  Stormont." 

*  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
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Lord  Frederick  Campbell  thus  writes  on  the 
occasion: 

"  This  post  has  given  me  the  greatest  pleasure 
imaginable.  How  I  rejoice,  my  dear  Sir  Eobert 
Keith,  that  you  are  at  last  at  the  head  of  an  old 
regiment,  and  in  Great  Britain  1  Though  the 
dogs  will  insist  on  having  breeches,  (which  was 
not  always  the  case,)  yet  Snip  may  cover  your 
myrmidons  well,  and  not  suflFer  the  colonel  to  be 
a  loser.  I  hope  now  to  live  long  enough  to  see 
you  rich,  your  estate  improving,  and  yourself  one 
of  the  happiest  of  creatures,  at  home.  Lady  Fre- 
derick joins  me  in  many  a  good  wish,  and  heart- 
felt congratulation  on  the  present  occasion. 

"  Yours,  my  dear  Sir  Eobert,  most  faithfully, 

«F.  C." 

SIR  R.   M.  £EITH  TO  ANDREW  DRUMMOND,   ESQ. 

"  Vienna,  Nov,  Zrd,  1781. 

**  My  best  thanks  to  you,  my  dear  Andrew,  for 
your  hearty  congratulations  upon  an  event  which 
was  equally  necessary  in  point  of  finance  and  of 
comfort.  The  value  of  this  favour  has  been 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  very  gracious  expressions 
which  accompanied  my  nomination,  and  the  very 
friendly  part  which  Lord  Stormont  and  Jiord  Am- 
herst took  in  what  concerned  me.  I  know  how 
all  my  Drummonds  feel  on  the  occasions,  and  my 
gratitude  is  quite  at  home  among  them.  I  cannot 
add  a  grain  to  my  zeal  for  the  public  service :  it 
has  long  been  carried  to  the  utmost  pitch  of  my 
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abilities;  but  I  shall  seize  with  double  pleasure 
every  opportunity  that  may  present  itself  of  ac- 
quitting a  part  of  the  debt  I  owe  to  my  country. 
She  had  need  of  more  successful  servants  than  I 
am ;  but  I  defy  her  to  have  any  one  more  assidu- 
ously or  more  cheerfully  active  than  I  am  in  every 
possible  exertion.  So  much  for  self — now  for  pub- 
lic news.  I  hate  all  those  indecisive  actions,  like 
this  last,  off  the  Chesapeak ;  and  I  pray  Heaven 
that  Digby,  with  his  reinforcement,  may  have  de- 
termined our  fleet  to  make  another  and  speedy  at- 
tack upon  de  Grasse ;  else  I  shall  be  greatly  in 
pain  for  brave  Lord  Comwallis.  I  am  glad  of 
Johnston's  capture,  for  his  sake,  and  for  the  effect 
it  will  produce  at  Amsterdam ;  and  the  arrival  of 
so  large  and  rich  a  fleet  of  East  Indiamen  will  no 
doubt  be  a  well-timed  support  to  the  Company 
and  the  national  credit.  But  it  is  not  nwney  we 
want  (you  see  I  speak  like  the  colonel  of  an  old 
regiment),  but  hlood  for  our  money  (as  John  Bull 
used  to  say) ;  for  how  the  devil  do  you  think  we 
can  make  a  peace  for  you  till  you  have  shown  that 
you  can  make  war  in  the  old  British  style  ? 

"  Yours, 

«E.  M.  K." 

SIB  B.   H.   KEITH  TO  ANDBEW  DBUMMOND,   ESQ. 

«  Vienna,  Feb.  27th,  1782. 

**  The  winds  and  weather  are  against  us,  and 
to  the  most  vexatious  degree  of  obstinacy,  and 
Heaven  knows  what  is  going  on  in  Old  England 
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since  the  5th  of  February !  The  loss  of  the  En- 
glish mails  of  the  1st  has  put  me  in  a  blessed 
humour,  but  you  would  like  me  worse  if  I  bore  it 
with  more  philosophy.  The  only  piece  of  good 
news  I  have  heard  is,  that  Guichen  had  not  sailed 
from  Brest  on  the  10th  instant.  This  will  give 
our  brave  Eodney  a  month's  start  of  the  Bourbons, 
and  I  trust  he  will  make  a  dedaive  use  of  it. 
If  this  year  deceives  my  expectations,  I  fly  to  the 
convent  upon  the  top  of  the  Calenberg,  from 
which  the  useless  monks  are  to  be  sent  away,  and 
it  will  make  a  noble  retirement  for  a  disappointed 
politician,  who  will  have  had  a  surfeit  of  his 
troublesome  and  fruitless  trade. 

"Before  I  withdraw  to  my  hill,  I  am,  however, 
resolved  to  gaze  with  all  my  eyes  at  the  strangest 
of  all  sights,  the  Pope  of  Some  in  the  streets  of 
Vienna!  His  Holiness  seems  to  add  to  the 
fervent  zeal  of  an  oflBcious  missionary,  a  certain 
share  of  holy  obstirmcy  %  which  induces  him  to 
carry  this  strange  project  into  execution  against 
much  good  advice,  and  the  frank  declaration  that 
his  eloquence  Tnust  prove  ineffectual.  He  will  be 
with  us  soon  after  Easter ;  but  if  he  will  appear  in 
his  own,  or  in  a  questionable  shape,  is  not  yet 
known.  I  shall  behave  to  him  as  the  most  civil 
and  well-bred  of  all  heretics ;  and  if  any  relation 
of  yours  has  any  private  request  to  put  to  his 
Holiness,  I  think  I  can  promise  you  its  success. 

*  The  appositeness  of  this  remark,  as  well  as  of  the  incidents 
which  followed  between  an  Emperor  and  a  Pope,  will  lend  them 
a  more  piquant  interest  at  the  present  day. 
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If  you  and  Lady  Mary  stand  in  need  of  the  Pope's 
blessing,  say  the  word,  and  you  shall  be  blessed 
accordingly.  Joking  apart,  there  never  was  so 
singular  an  event  as  this  pilgrimage,  and  you  may 
be  assured  that  it  will  take  place.  May  it  breed 
no  ill-will  or  mischief! 

"  Why  will  not  you  and  Lady  Mary  take  a  trip 
to  the  continent,  and  come  and  see  your  trusty 
friends  at  Vienna?  You  are  well  assured  that 
you  would  be  made  as  heartily  welcome  here  as 
in  any  city  in  Christendom.  I  have  some  English 
dames  here  already,  who  go  very  pleasantly  on. 
Lady  Derby,  and  Mrs.  Campbell ;  Mrs.  Hamilton, 

and  Miss ;  these  last  belong  to  the  heir  of 

Abercom,  who  is  a  sensible  and  agreeable  lad.  I 
have  my  sweet  Lord  St.  Asaph,  and  Lords  Morton 
and  Breadalbane,  all  of  whom  will  do  honour  to 
the  peerage.  But  never  more  shall  I  have  such 
a  colony  as  that  you  saw  here.  My  love  to  every 
one  of  them  that  come  in  your  way. 

**  What  are  they  going  to  do  with  my  regiment  ? 
where  are  they  going  to  send  it  ?  I  give  my 
ready  consent  to  any  place  except  the  cursed  Sugar 
Islands,  the  climate  of  which  makes  me  shudder. 
But  I  know  nothing  about  regiments  or  anything 
else.  I  am  a  famished  plenipo,  and  know  no  more 
about  English  matters  than  the  Pope's  coachman, 
who  is  now  greasing  his  boots  for  the  German 
journey.  Tell  me  every  scrap  of  news,  and 
quickly.  "  Yours, 

*^R.M.  K." 
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SIB  il.   M.   KEITH   TO   ANDKEW  DKUMMOND,  ESQ. 

**  Vienna,  April  Zrd,  1782. 

"I  am  in  a  blessed  situation  at  this  very 
moment,  not  knowing  who  is,  or  may  be  a  week 
hence,  minister  of  England.  Every  body  ques- 
tions me  about  English  news,  and  I  am  ashamed 
to  own  that  I  am  as  much  in  the  dark  as  they  can 
be.  Let  us  but  have  an  efficient  and  a  vigoroua 
ministry,  my  dear  Andrew ;  whether  my  friends, 
or  the  men  I  have  seen  in  opposition  to  all  their 
measures,  provided  Old  England  is  a  clear  and 
permanent  gainer  by  the  change.  Let  us  but  save 
the  honour  and  interests,  the  dearest  interests  of 
the  country  that  bred  us ;  and  let  me  be  placed  in 
the  most  obscure  comer  of  it,  I  care  not  a  button. 

**Next  post  w/uist  bring  me  at  least  a  ray  of 
certain  daylight.  The  total  ignorance  in  which  I 
live  is  painful  beyond  measure ;  and  at  the  same 
time  the  little  remnant  of  consideration  amongst 
foreign  nations  we  still  had,  is  lost  by  this  shilly- 
shally business.  May  Eodney  and  Hood  be  doing 
something  manly  in  the  West  Indies,  whilst  the 
sons  of  Britain  are  worrying  one  another  at  home. 
We  are  our  own  most  dangerous  enemies,  that  is 
certain.  I  sent  home  to-day  by  estafette  some 
very  good  news  which  came  overland  from  India. 
We  receive  more  political  and  soi-disant  patriotic 
nonsense  in  one  week  from  England,  than  would 
serve  us  sober  Germans  for  a  twelvemonth. 

**  We  are  preparing  for  the  second  visit  of  the 
Bussian  Princes,  and  shall  show  them  such  an 
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army  as  eyes  never  saw,  aad  clever  Italian  operas 
into  the  bargain.  Will  this  not  tempt  you  out  of 
your  turbulent  island  ?  And  yet,  I  am  sure,  the 
madness  of  the  times  must  make  it  almost  unvn^ 
habitable. 

**You  know  the  Pope  has  been  here  these 
twelve  days.  He  is  a  comely,  venerable,  and 
affable  old  man  as  ever  I  saw.  I  paid  him  a 
visit  in  his  cloaety  without  committing  my  public 
character,  and  he  received  me  as  if  I  had  been 
the  ambassador  of  a  Catholic  crowned  head.  I 
never  saw  any  man  have  a  more  becoming  public 
deportment,  and  his  public  functions  at  the  high 
pontifical  mass  at  the  cathedral,  on  Easter  Simday, 
and  afterwards,  when  he  gave  his  benediction  to 
the  public,  in  the  great  square  opposite  the 
Jesuits'  churqji  were  truly  edifying.  Yet  I  trust, 
my  dear  Andrew  (this  to  yourself  alone),  that  he 
will  carry  away,  when  he  leaves  lis,  a  fortnight 
hence,  the  highest  opinion  of  the  Emperor's 
hospitality,  together  with  the  conviction  that  no 
prince  in  Eiu-ope  possesses  better  or  more  steady 
principles. 

"I  send  you  enclosed,  a  small  print  of  him, 
pretty  like ;  though  he  is  handsomer,  and  of  a  tall, 
fine,  manly  figure.  Present  it  to  your  mother, 
with  my  best  compliments. 

*^  Yours,  ever  affectionately, 

"E.  M.  Keith." 

It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  an  event  so 
unprecedented  as  the  journey  of  Pope  Pius  VI. 
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to  Vienna  should  not  find  a  place  in  the  corre- 
spondence, from  that  usually  monotonous  city,  of 
Sir  E.  Murray  Keith.  His  notices  of  it,  however, 
and  of  his  personal  interview  with  the  pontiff, 
being,  though  graphic,  as  usual,  rather  brief — it 
may  not  be  irrelevant  (at  a  time  especially  when 
the  papacy,  from  the  accession  to  it  of  another 
Pius,  equally  energetic,  though  far  wiser  than  his 
brilliant,  egotistical  predecessor,  occupies  more 
than  its  usual  share  in  the  attention  of  Europe) 
to  compress,  from  the  amusing  pages  of  a  French 
memoir  writer,  some  of  the  leading  motions  and 
incidents  of  what  Sir  Eobert  so  justly  designates 
— a  "singular  pilgrimage':" 

"  John  Angelo  Braschi,  though  his  talents  and 
activity  were  admitted  during  the  life  of  his 
patrons,  Ganganelli  and  Clement  XIII.,  owed  his 
elevation  to  the  pontificate  (like  his  modem 
namesake,  and  several  of  their  most  distinguished 
predecessors)  chiefly  to  the  idea  of  his  absence  of 
all  pretension  to  it,  and  to  the  factions  in  the 
conclave,  which  forbade  unanimity  in  favour  of 
any  one  of  the  declared  candidates. 

"He  was  not,  at  first,  popular,  though  endowed 
(according  to  the  character  drawn  of  him  by  no 
partial  hand)  with  the  precise  qualities  which 
usually  constitute  a  popular  sovereign;  showy 
talents,  a  fine  commanding  person,  dignified 
manners,  easy  and  flowing  elocution,  as  enlarged 
a  mind  as  could  consist  with  the  rigid  principles 
of  his  vocation,  and  a  tolerably  enlightened  taste 
for  the  fine  arts. 
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''Impatient^  irascible^  obstinate,  and  open  to 
prejudices,  he  yet  never  showed  himself  persever- 
ingly  vindictive  or  intentionally  unjust.  In  less 
difficult  circumstances,  and  with  means  propor- 
tioned to  his  views,  he  might  perhaps  have  passed 
for  a  wise  ruler.  But  he  had  an  excessive  passion 
for  fame,  which  proved  the  principal  source  of 
his  errors  and  misfortunes;  such  a  craving  for 
renown  as,  when  not  united  to  strength  of  mind, 
is  apt  to  degenerate  into  puerile  vanity.  It  was 
his  paramount  desire  to  immortalise  his  pontifi- 
cate, and  associate  his  own  name  with  brilliant 
undertakings ;  and  his  self-love,  thus  prominently 
brought  forward,  drew  on  him  frequent  morti- 
fications. 

**  Sprung  from  a  femily  scarcely  noble,  he  laid 
himself  open  from  the  time  of  his  accession,  by 
attempts  to  illustrate  his  race,  to  the  pasquinades 
of  those  most  pitiless  of  mockers,  the  Italian 
populace.  To  the  two  wi/ndsy  which  constituted 
his  sole  (and  surely  singular)  family  arms,  he  had 
added  an  eagle,  fleur-de-lys,  and  stars.  This 
pompous  escutcheon  was  thus  mercilessly  analysed 
by  his  wit-loving  subjects : — 

Bedde  aquilam  imperio,  Franooram  lilia  regi, 
Sidera  redde  polo ;  caetera,  Braschi,  tua.* 

*  Bestore  the  eagle  to  the  empire,  to  France  her  lilies,  the 
Btars  to  the  heavens ;  the  residue,  Braschi,  is  thine  own. 

If  the  peipetuation  of  those  arms,  and  of  his  own  name,  a 
thousand  times  repeated,  on  eveiy  monument  in  whose  erection  or 
repair  he  had  the  slightest  share  (at  the  cost,  it  is  said,  of 
200,000  Boman  crowns)  was  an  object  worthy  of  prosecution,  it 
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**The  erection  of  the  tasteless  though  costly 
sacristy  of  St.  Peter's  drew  down  upon  him  more 
of  those  popular  philippics.  Not  only  was  the  re- 
mark applied  to  it  made  by  Apelles  on  a  contem- 
porary painter's  Venus,  that,  not  being  able  to 
make  her  beautiful,  he  had  at  least  made  her 
fine ;  but  on  the  principal  front  which  bore  the 
inscription — *  What  the  public  voice  called  for  ba 
an  ornament  to  the  Vatican,  the  sovereign  pontiff, 
Pius  VI.,  has  undertaken  and  accomplished,' — was 
found  subjoined  this  indignant  contradiction: — 

Publica  I  mentiris.    Non  publica  rota  fuSre 
Sed  tamid»  ingenii  yota  fu^re  tuL 

Thou  liest!  the  public  wish  was  never  consulted, 
Thy  only  counsellor  was  thine  own  vanity."  * 

If  to  this  overweening  desire  of  admiration  and 
distinction,  we  add  the  rare  personal  advantages 
which  contributed  to  foster  it,  we  shall  not  be  at 

is  attained ;  and  while  Borne  itself  stands,  the  name  of  Pius 
Sixttts  will  exist  with  it 

♦  Whatever  of  truth,  however,  may  residue  in  the  epigram,  and 
however  dearly  the  Popolo  Bomano,  so  often  pompously  invoked 
and  mercilessly  fleeced,  may  have  paid  for  his  munificence,  the 
traveller  at  least  will  bless  the  memory  of  him  who  collected 
and  displayed  for  his  benefit  the  treasures  of  the  Vatican. 

Two  other  of  the  squibs  called  forth  by  his  restorations  and 
their  consequences,  may  amuse  the  modem  visitor  to  Bome. 
Wlien  he  had  raised,  at  an  excessive  expense,  the  obelisk  on 
Monte  Cavallo,  in  a  season  of  scarcity,  public  opinion  manifested 
itself  in  the  text  isom  Scripture,  *'  Command  that  these  stones 
be  made  bread." 

At  another  period  of  famine,  when  the  vain-glorious  inscrip- 
tions, meeting  the  eye  at  every  comer  of  Bome,  were  viewed  in 
irritating  contrast  with  the  enormous  price  of  bread — there  was 
placed  in  the  hand  of  Pasquin,  the  most  diminutive  of  rolls, 
labelled  *' Mmifioentid  Pit  Bxti," 
VOL.    II.  L 
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a  loss  for  human  motives  (apart  from  his  really 
sincere,  though  mistaken  hope  of  arresting  by  his 
eloquence  and  influence  the  ecclesiastical  reforms 
of  the  Emperor  Joseph)  for  Pius  VI.'s  ill-advised 
journey  to  Vienna.  "He  was,"  says  the  writer 
already  quoted,  (a  liberal^  be  it  noted,  of  the  true 
French  school,)  *^  one  of  the  handsomest  men  of 
his  time.  He  united  a  tall,  striking  figure,  fea- 
tures equally  noble  and  pleasing,  and  a  brilliant 
complexion,  which  age  had  hardly  been  able  to 
impair.  His  forehead  was  entirely  bald,  but 
round  the  back  and  at  the  sides  of  his  fine  head 
clustered  an  ample  circlet  of  snow-white  locks, 
which,  skilfully  arranged,  gave  him  an  aspect  at 
once  grand  and  venerable.  He  had  the  art  of  so 
disposing  his  pontifical  garments  as  to  lose  none 
of  his  personal  advantages.  Having  as  fine  a  leg 
as  any  man  in  Italy,  of  which  he  was  very  vain, 
and  which  was  always  (to  borrow  an  untranslate- 
able  French  phrase)  parfaitement  Hen  chauas^ 
—  it  was  his  custom  to  hold  up  his  long  robes,  so 
as  perfectly  to  display  at  least  one  of  his  hand- 
some limbs.  And  though  these  puerile  affections, 
so  little  worthy  of  a  grave  pontiff,  together  with 
his  care  of  his  flowing  curls,  laid  him  open  to 
another  very  indifferent,  yet  significant  lainpoon 
— ^yet  nothing  could,  in  fact,  be  more  imposing 
than  to  see  him  on  high  festivals,  his  head  encir- 
cled with  the  triple  crown,  robed  in  vestments  of 
spotless  white,  set  off  by  contrast  with  the  Eoman 
purple,  soaring  as  it  were  above  the  crowd  of 
ecclesiastics  of  all  ranks,  and  seeming  thus  to 
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proclaim  and  assert  his  domination  over  the 
Universal  Church.  However  humiliating  and 
unworthy  of  rational  beings"  (adds  the  writer, 
in  a  spirit  which  even  those  more  friendly  to  reli- 
gion than  himself  can  echo),  "  this  homage  to  a 
fellow-mortal  must  appear  —  yet  persons  least 
susceptible  of  similar  impressions  could  not  resist 
the  effect  of  the  splendour  and  solemnity  sur- 
rounding the  throne  of  St.  Peter,  while  occupied 
by  the  magnificent-looking  Pius  VI." 

Furnished  by  nature  with  these  requisites, 
(admirably  calculated,  it  must  be  confessed,  to 
dazzle  and  subdue),  it  was  in  vain  that  his  ablest 
counsellors,  and  few  but  candid  and  attached 
friends,  endeavoured  to  dissuade  him  from  prosti- 
tuting them,  in  the  vain  hope  of  diverting  from 
his  headlong  course  of  innovation  the  no  less 
obstinate  and  self-willed  Joseph  11.  They  felt 
the  dignity  of  the  Church,  as  well  as  its  waning 
influence,  compromised  by  a  degrading  complais- 
ance, -which  formed  so  humiUating  a  contrast  with 
the  submission  exacted  in  former  times  from 
Emperors  by  the  Pope.  And  while  honest  re- 
gard for  that  Church's  interests  called  forth  the 
regret^  of  even  the  most  obedient  and  least  pene- 
trating members  of  the  Sacred  College,  (though 
seven  of  them,  separately  consulted,  were  found 
to  sanction  the  measure,)  the  astute  and  worldly- 
minded  Cardinal  Bemis  was  in  despair*  at  the 

♦  He  concluded  his  last  note  of  pathetic  friendly  dissuasion 
in  the  words  of  the  Psalmist,  "  Tristis  est  anima  mea  nsqae  ad 
mortem.*' 

l2 
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thoughts  of  seeing  a  man  whom  he  really  liked 
and  cared  for,  rushing  on  the  Seylla  of  the  rocky 
inflexibility  of  Joseph  on  the  one  hand,  or  the 
Charybdis  of  undisguised  ridicule  and  contumely 
from  his  sceptical  and  sneering  prime  minister  on 
the  other. 

Had  even  the  disposition  of  either  been  more 
pliable,  or  their  unalterable  determination  less 
openly  avowed,  an  ill-judged  previous  step  on  the 
part  of  the  pontiff  (however  insignificant  perhaps 
in  itself,  in  the  eyes  of  a  man  like  Joseph)  had 
nevertheless  minged  somewhat  of  personal  pique 
in  the  elements  of  his  resistance.  With  a  d^ree 
of  infatuation  difficult  to  conceive,  at  a  period 
when  in  Maria-Theresa  Eome  had  lost  almost  her 
last  steady  friend  —  the  Pope  denied  to  that  most 
Catholic  of  sovereigns  the  funeral  service  accorded 
in  his  chapel  to  all  reigning  monarchs;  as  if  a 
princess,  who  had  for  twenty  years  ruled  alone, 
and  for  more  than  that  period  swayed  the  desti- 
nies of  Europe,  was  to  be  reduced,  by  a  papal 
slight,  to  the  level  of  the  nameless  queens  of 
tributary  kings!  The  correspondence  which 
passed  on  the  subject  was  not  calculated  to  soften 
the  affront  The  papal  legate  at  Vienna  ];iaving 
remonstrated,  Pius,  in  a  moment  of  ill-humour, 
replied:  "It  matters  little  to  me  whether  the 
Emperor  takes  amiss  this  act  of  mine,  or  despises 
it."  Joseph,  for  once,  preferred  the  former  alter- 
native, and  added  with  hig  own  hand  to  the  next 
despatch  for  Bome  laid  before  him  for  signature, 
"  It  matters  not  at  all  to  me  whether  the  Bishop 
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of  Kome  be  well  or  ill-bred ;  "  thus  flattering 
himself  he  had  avenged  his  mother's  ashes. 
Henceforward,  although  more  suitable  obsequies 
would  no  doubt  have  failed  to  arrest  his  reforms, 
they  were  pursued  with  less  of  outward  deference ; 
and  a  lurking  spite  mingled  in  all  the  attacks 
with  which  he  plied  the  Holy  See. 

Here  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  avoid  quoting 
(for  a  very  different  and  more  sacred  purpose 
than  that  of  lauding  or  depreciating  a  fallible 
mortal)  the  singular  coincidence  of  the  undesigned 
testimony  of  a  French  sceptical  historian  to  a 
state  of  things  scriptiurally  descriptive  of  the  later 
condition  of  the  modem  Babylon : 

*^  The  Pope  appeared,"  he  says,  **  at  this  epoch 
(1781)  an  object  of  compassion.  Almost  all  the 
sovereigns  of  Europe  seemed  to  have  come  to  an 
agreem&rit  to  torment  and  molest  himy  And 
while  this  was  the  case  with  all  the  monarchies 
hitherto  devoted  to  the  papacy,  France,  strange 
to  say — the  one  destined  ere  long  to  renounce 
not  only  that  of  Eomie,  but  all  spiritual  authority, 
and  to  drag  into  captivity  the  very  pontiff  him- 
self — was  at  this  period,  through  the  lingering 
influence  of  Cardinal  de  Bemis,  his  apparently 
sole  ally.  But  we  must  hasten  from  this  irresis- 
tible digression,  to  the  memorable  journey  to 
Vienna. 

A  decree,  only  equalled  in  sweeping  compre- 
hensiveness by  that  of  the  Inquisition,  which 
condemned  by  anticipation  all  the  works  Voltaire 
might  hereafter  write^  was  issued  by  the  Emperor, 
l3 
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obliging  the  bishops  in  his  dominions  to  take  an 
oath  to  acquiesce  in  all  edicts  already  issued,  or 
hereafteiiHo  he  issued  by  him.  This,  (fruitlessly 
remonstrated  against  by  letter)  and  the  decree 
immediately  following,  throwing  open  the  gates 
of  all  convents  not  dedicated  to  educational  pur- 
poses, stimulated  the  Pope  to  take  a  step  equally 
unexpected  and  undesired  at  Vienna  as  at  Eome. 
Having  conceived  the  hope  of  converting  and 
enlightening  the  Emperor,  it  was  in  vain  (as  has 
been  said)  that  he  was  dissuaded  from  the 
measure,  by  all  who  dared  to  lay  before  him  its 
flagrant  impropriety  and  impolicy. 

Joseph,  who  had  been  advised  against  the 
reception  of  the  visit,  lest  it  should  revive  the 
fanaticism  against  which  he  was  waging  war,  des- 
pised the  danger,  as  he  had  done  many  others,  and 
writing  an  affectionate  (though  perfectly  intelli- 
gible) reply  to  this  unheard-of  proposal,  seems  to 
have  felt  a  sort  of  bear-like  satisfaction  in  stifling 
with  honours  and  caresses  the  man  whose  humilia- 
tion he  enjoyed,  and  whose  every  view  in  making 
the  journey  he  was  resolved  to  disappoint.  What 
share  the  prostrations  of  former  Caesars  at  the  feet 
of  former  Popes  may  have  had  in  the  pleasure 
derived  by  their  descendants  from  the  reverse  of 
the  medal,  may  be  left  to  the  reader's  imagina- 
tion.* 

*  Pius  the  Sixth  (says  the  author  so  often  quoted)  who  was 
far  from  the  inheritor  of  their  tyranny,  now  expiated  the  inso- 
lence of  his  predecessors ;  while  Joseph  the  Second,  under  the 
exterior  of  urbanity,  avenged  the  insult  once  offered  to  his 
own," 
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We  pass  over,  for  want  of  space  and  time,  the 
pompous  reception  (overshadowed  here  and  there 
by  symptoms  of  contagious  contumacy)  and 
almost  divine  honours,  from  the  Catholic  popula- 
tions on  his  route,  which  attended  Pius  on  his 
progress  through  Italy  to  Grermany.  But  as 
Mordecai  at  the  king's  gate,  amid  the  triumphs 
of  Haman  (we  mean  only,  of  course,  as  to  its 
ominous  import  to  one  bound  on  a  far  different 
and  really  beneficent  errand),  must  have  been  the 
first  circumstance  which  greeted  the  pontiff  on 
the  Imperial  territory;  viz.,  the  summons  tx) 
Vienna,  the  angry  rebuke,  and  heavy  fine  in- 
flicted there  on  a  prelate,  who  had  presumed  to 
prefer  the  Pope's  commands  to  those  of  the 
Emperor;  and  the  selection  by  the  latter  of 
three  Himgarian  nobles  to  receive  the  head  of  the 
National  Churchy  from  among  the  three  tolerated, 
and  thus  equalised  denominations,  of  Catholic, 
Lutheran,  and  Calvinist  I 

The  reader  will  probably  prefer  the  account 
given  from  ocular  demonstration  by  the  British 
Ambassador  (in  a  letter  to  his  sister)  of  the  joint 
entry  of  the  Pope  and  Emperor,  to  the  more  florid 
and  French  version  of  it  of  the  memoir  writer. 

Sir  Bobert  thus  writes :  — 

«  Vienna,  March  2ith,  1782. 

**  On  Friday  afternoon,  I  witnessed  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  sights  which  this  age  has 
afforded,  and  which  could  not  fail  to  make  a  strong 
impression  on  the  mind  of  every  man  who  has 

L4 
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the  history  of  former  times  fresh  in  his  memory.* 
I  saw  the  Pope  and  the  Emperor  seated  in  the 
same  chariot,  and  driving  slowly  to  the  Imperial 
palace  through  an  immense  crowd  of  quiet  and 
respectable  citizens,  happy  in  expressing  theii* 
veneration  for  the  head  of  their  Church,  without 
any  mixture  of  blind  superstition,  and  their  warm 
attachment  to  their  beneficent  sovereign  untainted 
with  a  grain  of  servile  fear.  Such  a  meeting 
would,  a  few  centuries  ago,  have  been  the  signal 
for  a  crusade,  or  some  religious  majssacre.  Even 
an  hundred  years  ago  it  would  have  foreboded 
some  dangerous  contestation ;  whereas  I  really 
hope  that  at  present  it  will  be  productive  of  two 
great  benefits ;  the  extension  of  universal  benevo- 
lence and  toleration,  and  the  confirmation  of  the 
dearest  rights  of  the  subjects  of  this  monarchy. 
The  Emperor  had  gone  four  posts  to  meet  the 
Pope  upon  the  high  road.  When  the  two  car- 
riages came  abreast,  each  of  the  sovereigns  stepped 
out,  and  after  the  most  cordial  welcome,  the 
Emperor  handed  the  Holy  Father  into  his  own 
chariot,  and  returned  to  Vienna.t 

^^  The  Pope  is  a  comely,  venerable,  and  healthy- 
looking  man  of  sixty  years.     His  manners  are 

*  This  was  so  especially  the  case  with  the  writer,  and  so  uni- 
versal was  his  acquaintance  with  history,  than  in  an  intellectual 
game  (which  he  either  invented  or  brought  into  feshion)  it  was 
found  impossible  to  baffle  him,  by  selecting  the  least  known  or 
most  recondite  historical  events. 

t  So  studious  was  Joseph  of  external  courtesy  and  the  defer- 
ence due  to  the  character  of  the  pontiff,  that  (says  the  memoir 
writer)  he  seated  him  on  his  right  hand. 


THE  BOICANCB  OF  DIPLOMACT;  153 

affable  and  becoming.  He  receives  the  gentlemen 
with  little  ceremony,  and  speaks  French  to  those 
who  are  not  masters  of  Italian.  The  chapel  of 
the  palace  was  full  of  ladies,  when  Te  Deum  was 
sung  on  his  arrival ;  but  he  sat  in  a  close  pew, 
and  spoke  to  none  of  them.  The  papal  etiquette 
will  not  permit  him  to  see  ladies  in  the  Imperial 
palace,  where  he  is  lodged ;  but  he  will  appoint  a 
day  of  female  presentation  in  the  library,  or  at  the 
palace  in  the  suburbs,  called  the  Belvedere.  I 
shall  pay  my  respects  to  him  somehow,  though 
not  as  the  British  Minister,  We  believe  he  will 
stay  here  about  three  weeks,  and  that  all  his  elo- 
quence will  certainly  not  shake  any  of  the  Em- 
peror's humane  resolutions  for  the  good  of  his 
people ;  but  he  will  have  every  possible  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  respect  paid  to  him,  and  with 
the  cordial  hospitality  of  the  Emperor,  He  has 
no  Cardinals  in  his  suite,  but  four  or  five  mean* 
looking  bishops  and  ecclesiastics.  He  said  mass 
this  morning  very  privately  in  the  Capuchin  con- 
vent, but  will  officiate  pontifically  on  Easter 
Sunday,  and  afterwards  give  his  papal  benedio- 
tion  to  the  people,  from  a  balcony  in  the  largest 
square  in  the  city." 

Those  who  have  witnessed  the  striking  and 
solemn  effect  which  the  latter  ceremony  is  capable 
of  producing  (and  not  altogether,  as  the  memoir 
writer  observes,  on  Catholics  alone)  at  Eome, 
where  long  repetition  has  rendered  it  familiar — 
will  easily  give  credit  to  the  sensation  described  by 
him  which  it  excited  for  the  first  time  in  Vienna. 
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The  devotion,  indeed,  of  the  CathoKc  public  of 
Austria  was  such  as  to  indemnify  its  object  for 
other  secret  disappointments.  **The  eagerness 
of  the  common  people  to  receive  his  benediction 
amounted  (says  our  author)  to  frenzy.  The  course 
of  the  Danube  was  fairly  choked  by  the  crowd  of 
boats  which  bore  the  floods  of  pious  pilgrims,  and 
the  great  market-place  (the  scene  of  the  ceremonial 
above  alluded  to)  was  often  found  filled  with 
shoes  and  hats  lost  in  the  scuffle  by  the  assembled 
multitudes ;  who,  by  twenty  and  thirty  thousand* 
at  a  time,  passed  into  the  streets  leading  to  the 
Imperial  palace,  at  the  balcony  of  which,  re- 
peatedly during  the  day,  its  illustrious  guest  was 
obliged  to  show  himself,  and  distribute  blessings 
to  successive  shoals  of  devotees.  Nor  was  the 
homage  confined  to  his  person  alone.  The  sacred 
slipper  became,  to  the  superstitious  Viennese,  an 
object  of  almost  equal  devotion.  It  was  placed 
on  a  cushion  in  the  audience-chamber,  and  there 
kissed  by  all  the  clergy,  and  hosts  of  other  visitors, 
(some  not  excepted  who  from  any  but  religious 
motives  went  to  bear  their  part  in  a  scene,  which 
to  their  eyes  exhibited  the  lowest  depth  of  human 
degradation) :  and  it  was  afterwards,  as  a  special 
favour,  allowed  to  be  borne  as  a  relic  into  several 
of  the  most  distinguished  maiisions  in  Vienna." 

Sir  Eobert  thus  resumes  his  letter,  with  the 
account  of  his  private  audience : — 

♦  Fifty  thousand  are  said  to  have  been  present  in  the  great 
square  on  the  occasion  of  the  Easter  benediction. 
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''March  26th. 

"  I  have  just  now  paid  my  respects  to  the  Pope, 
in  his  cabinet,  in  company  with  the  Hanoverian  and 
Dutch  ministers.  He  received  us  standing,  having 
no  one  in  the  room  with  him  but  his  Nuncio.  He 
asked  me  if  I  spoke  Italian ;  and  upon  my  saying 
that  I  imderstood  it  perfectly,  but  did  not  dare  to 
speak  it,  he  said  obligingly — '  I  must,  then,  pro- 
duce my  French,  indifferent  as  it  is.'  But  he 
spoke  it  well,  and  said  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  as 
many  polite  and  flattering  things  of  Britain,  and 
the  learned  men  of  that  coimtry,  as  could  be 
expressed  in  the  time.  He  is  comely,  affable,  and 
easy,  as  any  sovereign  can  be.  You  know  I  could 
not  make  this  visit  as  British  Minister,  but  it  was 
very  well  taken  from  the  Chevalier  Keith,  and  I  had 
every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  my  reception,  as 
well  as  my  two  companions.  We  made  our  lowest 
and  most  respectful  bows  on  entering  and  retir- 
ing ;  but  no  kissings  or  genuflexions  of  any  sort. 

*^  The  Pope  was  dressed  entirely  in  white  thin 
cloth,  a  long  dress,  a  white  calotte,  white  cotton 
gloves,  and  red  slippers,  embroidered  with  gold. 
This  is  the  dress  of  his  private  apartments ;  when 
he  appears  out  of  them,  he  has  a  red  velvet 
mantle,  which  covers  his  shoulders  and  breast, 
over  the  white  gown,  and  an  embroidered  stole  of 
red  and  gold,  which  hangs  down  from  each  side, 
almost  to  the  ground.  This  dress  is  becoming. 
If  I  tire  you  with  thia  papal  journal,  blame  your- 
self for  insisting  on  every  particular. 
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It  would  have  been  well  for  the  comfort  as  well 
as  dignity  of  the  poor  Pope-errant,  had  every 
nominal  son  of  the  Catholic  church  testified  to- 
wards him  the  manly  courtesy  of  the  Protestant 
envoy  1  But  (as  the  latter  had  sagely  predicted) 
the  conferences  held  imder  the  Imperial  roof  had 
proved  as  little  satisfactory  as  the  Emperor's  con- 
veniently assumed  ignorance  of  all  theological 
matters,  and  his  reference  of  them  to  his  chancel- 
lor—  the  yet  more  philosophic  and  inflexible 
Kaunitz — could  possible  render  them. 

What  that  result  would  prove,  was  sufficiently 
indicated  by  the  frozen  bearing,  and  yet  more 
freezing  silence  of  the  redoubtable  minister.  But 
the  humiliation  of  Pius  would  not  have  been 
complete,  had  he  not  (in  the  vain  hope  of  thus 
propitiating  him,  or  moved,  perhaps,  by  his  own 
real  love  of  the  fine  arts),  after  vainly  awaiting  a 
visit  from  the  minister*,  proposed  one  to  him  at 
his  palace.  His  reception  there  was  quite  in 
keeping  with  Kaunitz's  haughty,  overbearing  cha- 
racter, and  with  the  whole  of  the  singular  mSlange 
of  honours  and  contumelies  by  which  the  papal 
crusade  had  been  distinguished.  All  the  family 
of  the  owner,  in  their  richest  attire,  and  servants 
innumerable,  in  state  liveries,  were  in  attendance 
on  the  threshold.  But  when  the  master  of  the 
house  made  his  appearance,  which  was  not  for 
some  time,  it  was  in  ordinary  morning  dress ;  and 

♦  Lest  this  shonld  be  incredible,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  Prince  never  waited  on  the  Emperor,  but  that  monarch 
always  came  to  him. 


THE  ROMANCE  Of  DIPLOMACY.  157 

(with  a  familiarity,  certes,  unwonted  towards  the 
head  of  Christendom  I)  instead  of  humbly  kissing 
the  proffered  hand,  it  was,jrith  feigned  cordiality, 
well  shaken  by  the  8ov>M8ant  courteous  host  I 
Never,  too,  was  private  amateur  more  uncere- 
moniously Ciceroned  over  the  valuable  collections 
contained  in  the  mansion,  than  this  papal  patron 
of  the  fine  arts;  who  (says  the  writer  before 
quoted,  and  he  is  hardly  to  be  believed  were  the 
anecdote  less  characteristic  of  Kaunitz)  was  turned 
here,  and  pushed  there,  in  well  simulated  anxiety 
to  afford  him  the  best  lights  for  every  picture,  by 
the  first  profane  hand  which  had  presumed  thus 
to  approach  his  sacred  person.  Here,  to  dis- 
semble astonishment  and  disgust  must  have  been 
a  still  harder  penance  than  to  affect  contentment 
with  the  personal  urbanity  of  the  Emperor ;  nay, 
than  to  be  reduced  to  bear  testimony  (as  Pius  did 
in  a  consistorial  oration,  the  translation  of  which 
has  been  preserved  among  Sir  E.  M.  Keith's 
papers)  to  the  eccemplary  devotion  of  this  refrac- 
tory son  of  the  Church. 

The  crowning  act  of  a  conduct  discreditable  on 
the  part  of  Joseph  and  his  minister,  both  as 
Catholics  and  men,  towards  a  really  pious  and 
venerable  (if  facile  and  too  confident)  guest,  took 
place  on  his  quitting  the  Austrian  capital.  The 
Emperor,  who  had  met  him  on  his  approadi  to 
Vienna  with  filial  deference,  and  an  emotion  not 
unaccompanied  (it  is  said  by  an  eye-witness)  with 
mutual  tears,  took  leave  of  him  with  similar  or 
enhanced  demonstrations ;  and  the  soothing  pro- 
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mise  (no  difficult  one  for  so  ubiquitous  a  monarch) 
of  a  return  of  the  visit  at  Borne. 

The  separation  took  place  at  the  church  of  the 
Monastery  of  Maria  fiinnn,  a  league  from  Vienna ; 
when,  after  joining  in  mutual  devotions,  the  Em- 
peror and  Holy  Father  tenderly  embraced  each 
other,  amid  the  mingled  shouts  and  sobs  of  the 
surrounding  multitude. 

The  monks,  at  the  suggestion  of  both  monarchs, 
resolved  to  immortalise  these  touching  circum- 
stances, by  a  tablet  (actually  placed  in  their 
church  some  months  afterwards)  recording  the 
above  affecting  particulars  in  a  Latin  and  German 
inscription. 

It  does  not  add,  that  on  the  very  evening  after 
the  interview  had  taken  place,  the  Imperial  Com- 
missioners came  to  relieve  the  good  monks  from 
all  future  care  in  the  administration  of  their 
revenues,  by  confiscating  them  at  the  command 
of  the  Crown.  Could  there  be  a  more  character- 
istic conclusion  to  the  *^  singular  pilgrimage,"  (as 
Sir  Eobert  calls  it)  which  it  was  his  privil^e  to 
witness?* 

His  homeward  journey  partook  of  the  mingled 
character  of  all  else, — unlimited  honours  in  wholly 
Catholic  Bavaria, — and  semi-Protestant  courtesies 
frpm  heretical  Augsburg,  for  which  the  Lutheran 
magistrates  were  accused  of  idolatry,  and  rebuked 

*  By  a  singular  coinddence,  the  noble  conyent  of  Molk,  where 
the  Pope  passed  the  first  night  on  leading  Vienna,  was  the 
earliest  asylum  opened  to  him,  by  the  nephew  of  Joseph,  on  the 
French  taking  possession  of  Borne. 
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by  iheir  constituents.  Imperial  leanings  in  the 
Bishop  of  Verona  counterbalanced  entire  devotion 
on  the  part  of  the  faithful  at  Padua  and  Vicenza ; 
while  even  at  Venice,  where  the  whole  magnificence 
of  the  senate  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  people 
seemed  called  forth  to  lend  splendour  to  his  recep- 
tion, some  secret  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the 
nobles,  of  his  too  great  apparent  intimacy  with 
their  ermined  slave,  the  Doge,  gave  rise  to  the 
Pope's  abrupt  departure,  before  the  brilliant 
ceremony  (postponed  in  his  honour)  of  the  marriage 
with  the  Adriatic. 

The  closing  mortification  of  an  idle  journey 
(nobly  redeemed  by  the  true  Christian  magna- 
nimity of  the  same  Pius  when  an  involuntary 
exile,)  is  thus  recorded  by  Sir  Eobert :  — p 

"JuneZOth. 

"We  learn  nothing  more  of  the  Pope,  than 
that  he  has  got  quietly  back  to  Eome,  and  not  yet 
taken  up  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican.  He  was 
very  coldly  received  in* his  own  city  of  Cesina, 
where  he  had  purposed  staying  three  days;  but 
the  people  called  so  loudly  for  bread  instead  of 
benedictions,  that  he  left  them  on  the  second." 

A  curious  and  authentic  corroboration  of  the 
above  secret  history  relating  to  the  papal  visit  to 
Venice,  occurs  in  a  letter  from  one  of  the  most 
amiable  of  Sir  E.  M.  K.'s  Vienna  lads,  (whom  he 
calls  his  sweet  St.  Asaph,)  interesting  in  itself,  as 
well  as  firom  the  good  feeling  displayed  in  it. 
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LOBD  8T.  ASAPH*  TO  SIB  B.  H.  HEITH. 

"  Venice,  June  ith,  1782. 

«Deab  Sib  Eobebt, 

'^I  have  this  moment  received  the 
accoimt  of  Rodney's  victory;  and  as  I  know  no 
one  more  wann  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  I 
cannot  defer  sending  you  my  most  hearty  con- 
gratulations. Having  so  often  seen  you  stemming 
the  torrent  of  bad  news  alone,  opposed  to  the 
whole  corps  diplomatique,  I  regret  extremely 
that  I  was  not  present  when  you  announced  this 
glorious  event  at  Prince  Kaimitz's.f  I  flatter 
myself,  you  know  with  how  much  of  satisfaction  I 
could  pledge  you  in  a  bumper  of  your  excellent 

*  Son  to  the  Earl  of  Ashbumham. 

t  The  reader,  who  has  observed  how  anxiotisly  Sir  E.  M.  Keith 
has  thirsted  for  authentic  good  news,  to  counteract  the  calumnies 
and  opprobrium  of  which  his  once  proud  country  was  then  the 
gubject  throughout  Europe,  can  hardly  fidl  to  echo  the  senti- 
ments of  the  amiable  writer.  How  "high"  the  tidings  of  such 
a  signal  triumph  would  enable  tire  patriotic  envoy  "  to  hold  his 
head  "  on  this  occasion,  may  be  inferred  from  an  anecdote  related 
by  a  maturer  observer  than  the  youthful  lord,  who,  a  year  op 
two  later,  visited  Vienna.  "  Dining,"  says  this  gentleman,  "  at 
Fribce  Kaunitz's,  the  Spanish  Ambassador,  who  had  newly 
arrived  in  the  country,  seemed  inclined  to  doubt  some  fact 
asserted  by  Sir  Eobert  Keith.  Upon  which  the  Prince  (the  last 
man  to  utter  an  undeserved  or  even  merited  compliment)  said, 
"  Monsieur  I'Ambassadeur,  voub  fttes  Stranger  dans  ce  pays,  c'est 
pourquoi  il  feut  que  je  vous  apprenne,  qu'ici  i  Vienne,  loreque 
Keith  affirme  personne  ne  doute"  A  strong  (and  stirely  extorted) 
homage  to  truth  this,  on  the  part  of  a  man,  supposed  to  act  on 
the  opposite  maxim,  that  **  language  was  given  to  men  to  con- 
ceal their  thoughts." 
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champagne  to  the  future  success  of  Old  Eng- 
land! 

**  The  joy  which  I  feel  on  this  occasion,  and 
your  having  expressed  a  desire  to  receive  some 
intelligence  of  the  Pope,  are  my  excuse  for  trou- 
bling you  so  soon  again  with  a  letter. 

**0n  my  arrival  here,  I  was  informed  from 
imquestionable  authority,  that  Mons.  Foscarini*, 
in  his  letter  to  the  senate,  had  said  that  the  Pope 
told  him  that  he  left  Vienna  much  mortified 
(sconsolato),  not  having  gained  one  point. 

**His  Holiness's  visit  has  occasioned  no  little 
animosity  and  disorder  both  before  and  after  it. 
It  was  preceded  by  several  warm  debates  concern- 
ing the  manner  of  receiving  him.  The  Doge 
strongly  urged  that  the  greatest  magnificence 
should  be  displayed,  no  expense  spared;  and 
quoted  from  their  annals  the  entertainments 
given  by  the  Eepublic  to  Henry  III.  and  other 
similar  instances.  This  being  the  Doge's  opinion, 
was  suflScient  reason  for  its  being  opposed.  The 
Doge,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  de- 
ferred the  ceremonies  usually  performed  on  the  day 
of  the  Ascension,  in  hopes  that  the  Pope  would 
assist  at  them ;  in  which  he  was  disappointed,  as 
his  Holiness  left  Venice  the  day  before. 

**Soon  after  his  departure,  an  Inquisitor  of 
State  was  deputed  to  the  Doge,  to  inform  him 
that  he  had  given  great  offence  to  the  senate,  in 
having  frequently  conversed  with  the  Pope  in  a 
low  voice;  that  in  so  doing  he  had  violated  the 
*  The  Doge  of  Venice. 

VOL.  H.  U 
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law,  which  expressly  forbids  the  Doge's  having  any 
private  conversation  with  sovereigns ;  that  in  con- 
sequence of  this  he  was  ordered  to  reprimand  him, 
and  to  admonish  him  not  to  be  guilty,  at  his  perils 
of  the  same  offence  on  any  future  occasion.  A 
secretary  attended  to  take  this  speech  down  in 
writing!  The  senate  is  at  present  debating  re- 
garding the  sending  a  minister  to  Petersburg.  I 
leave  this  place  to-morrow ;  it  would  be  unjust  in 
me  to  omit  saying  that  I  have  nowhere  experienced 
greater  civilities. 

**  I  am,  with  truth,  dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged 
and  sincere  friend, 


^ 


**St.  Asaph.' 
sib  b.  h.  keith  to  a.  b.  dbummond,  esq. 

"Vienna,  May  20M,  1782. 

*^My  deab  Andbew, 

"  If  there  were  but  three  saints  in  the 
island  of  Great  Britain  of  as  exemplary  patience 
as  mine,  they  would  draw  down  the  choicest 
blessings  of  Heaven  upon  the  whole  nation !  But, 
alas  !  I  begin  to  find  that  this  passive  virtue  is 
not  only  a  fruitless,  but  a  most  tiresome  one ;  and 
if  you  do  not,  in  the  course  of  a  week,  show  me 
that  my  sanctity  has  had  its  recompence,  I  shall 
be  tempted  to  desert  to  the  other  side,  and  try 
what  is  to  be  gained  by  playimg  the  devU,  I 
acquit  you,  my  dear  boy,  and  every  living  Drum- 
mond,  of  all  shadow  of  blame  in  this  bitter  busi- 
ness;  but  still,  let  me  remark  to  you  in  all 
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meekness,  that  I  have  not  a  line  from  your  pen 
since  the  middle  of  last  November. 

"  You  know,  my  dear  Andrew,  that  I  have  no 
aversion  to  a/roii<?,  but  really  one  would  think 
that  times  like  the  present  would  throw  a  cast  of 
sedateness  and  moderation  into  the  bulk  of  the 
nation.  But  nothing  is  less  true ;  and  you  are, 
indeed,  a  most  incorrigible  people  !  Does  Vestris 
dance  so  enchantingly  ?  Will  he  honour  us  with 
his  presence  another  year?  In  that  case,  a  fig 
for  Washington  and  Franklin  I  all  will  go  delight- 
fully 1  And  yet  this  crisis  demands  hard  blows 
more  than  any  preceding  one.  Eodney !  Eodney  1 
what  the  devil  are  you  doing  with  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  numerous  fleets  that  ever  a  British 
admiral  commanded  ?  All  you  can.  That  I  dare 
say;  but  will  no  lucky  opportunity  offer  of  having 
a  tight  bout  with  Monsieur  de  Grrasse,  who  has 
done  us  more  mischief  than  many  better  seamen, 
his  predecessors.  Alas  I  I  fatigue  my  lungs  with 
constant  ejaculations  to  Heaven,  for  some  one 
prosperous  event,  and  all  in  vain,  for  many  a  long 
year  I  I  must  have  done  with  this  subject,  it  is 
too  irksome.  Let  me  hear,  at  least,  that  you  are 
well  and  happy ;  and  that  you  continue  to  take  a 
warm  interest  in  the  old  Highlander  of  Austria. 
He   is  for  life  most  cordially  your  ^friend  and 

"^"^*'  "E.M.  Keith." 

Our  later  naval  triumphs  and  recognised  mari- 
time supremacy  enable  us  very  inadequately  to 

X  2 
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appreciate  the  delirious  joy  in  England,  and  eager 
participation  in  many  states  of  the  Continent,  in 
the  then  unique  victory  of  Admiral  Eodney,  or  the 
delight  it  was  calculated  to  aflford  the  representa- 
tive of  hitherto  humbled  Britain,  abroad.  The 
letter,  still  extant  (though  too  exclusively  nautical 
in  its  technical  details,  and  too  voluminous  for 
insertion  here),  considerately  despatched  by  Sir 
Charles  Douglas,  Eodney's  Flag  Captain,  the  very 
momvng  after  the  battle,  to  Sir  Eobert  Murray 
Keith,  bears,  in  its  tattered,  yet  carefully  stitched 
condition,  the  evidence  of  the  many  hands  (many 
of  them  royal  ones)  through  which  it  has  passed. 
It  was  borrowed  for  special  perusal  by  the  Kings 
of  Saxony  and  Poland,  and  two  acknowledgments 
of  its  contents  from  mvnor  German  princes  re- 
main to  attest  their  opinion  of  its  importance. 

The  first  is  from  the  Queen's  brother.  Prince 
George  of  Mecklenburgh :  — 

*^  MONSIEUK, 

*^Permettez  d'oser  vous  offrire  mes 
sinc^res  felicitations  a  Poccaflion  de  la  victoire 
6clatante  emport^e  par  le  Chevalier  Eodney ;  sou- 
haitant,  du  fond  de  mon  ame,  que  cette  epoque 
glorieuse  poiu-  les  armes  Britanniques,  dure  assez 
longtemps  pour  accelerer  ime  paix,  egaJement 
glorieuse  pour  la  nation.  J'ose  en  vous  priant. 
Monsieur,  de  vous  charger  de  I'incluse  poiu*  le  Eoi, 
vous  reit^rer  les  assurances  de  I'estime,  et  de  la 
consid&ation  parfaite  avec  laquelle  j'ai  I'honneur 
d'etre, 

"George  Dug  de  Mecklenburg." 
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The  other  is  such  a  contrast  in  its  light  and 
somewhat  irreverent  tone,  that  it  may  be  given  as 
a  specimen  of  a  hunting  bon-vwant  German 
prince's  epistolary  style.  The  penmanship  (in 
huge  text)  would  disgrace  a  schoolboy: — 

"  J'ai  bien  des  obligations  k  mon  cher  chevalier, 
de  la  peine  que  vous  vous  fetes  donne  pour  me 
participer  les  exploits  de  vous  braves  Tnariniers  I 
Nous  venous  de  profiter  du  beau  temps  pour  la 
chasse  aux  becasses,  et  le  reste  de  la  semaine  nous 
donnerons  la  chasse  au  diable.*  Je  ne  vous  dirai 
pas  que  je  veux  que  ce  monsieur-1^  m'emporte  si 
je  ne  vous  estime  pas ;  parceque  le  capucin  m'a 
defendu  a  langage :  mais  j'ose  bien  jurer,  par  Cal- 
vin et  Luther,  que  je  suis,  et  serai  toute  ma  vie, 
mon  cher  chevalier,  votre  trfes  humble  et  recon- 
naissant, 

**  Joseph  Fredekick  Dug  de  Saxe." 

mr.  boyd.t  to  sir  robert  keith. 

'*  London,  May  2^th,  1782. 
"  I  should  have  much  wished,  dear  Sir  Eobert, 
to  have  given  you  the  accoimt  of  our  late  glorious 
achievements  by  the  first  post,  but  I  was  at 
Danson,  and  only  returned  to  town  yesterday.  It 
would  be  absurd  in  me  to  repeat  what  your  letters 

*  Allnding  to  some  festival  of  the  Eomish  Church,  in  a  spirit  of 
levity  and  irreligion,  then  too  prevalent  within  its  pale. 

t  This  gentleman  (afterwards  Sir  John  Boyd)  affectionately 
and  frequentiy  mentioned  (as  the  Baron)  in  the  correspondence, 
passed  some  years  at  Vienna. 

X  3 


166  THE  ROMANCE  OP  DIPLOMACT. 

must  already  have  informed  you  of;  but  in  ad- 
dition to  the  joy  which  so  gallant  and  glorious  an 
event  must  inspire  every  Englishman  with,  I  feel 
many  private  reasons  for  rejoicing.  Among  the 
first  is  the  satisfaction  you  must  have  in  promul- 
gating such  an  important  and  decisive  victory ; 
next  comes  the  share  I  have  in  everything  that 
can  contribute  to  the  happiness  of  as  worthy  a 
man  as  ever  breathed — our  friend  George  Eodney. 
I  feel,  likewise,  a  considerable  pleasure  in  that 
great  commander's  having  given  such  a  blow  to 
our  arch-enemy,  as  must  silence  every  voice  that 
was  ready  to  cry  out  against  him.  I  have  fought 
many  battles  for  him  at  home ;  and  you  cannot 
doubt  that  it  gives  me  inexpressible  satisfaction 
to  see  every  ofiScer  in  our  fleet  write  in  the  fullest 
panegyric  on  their  brave  commander.  The  debate 
(which  I  inclose,  lest  you  should  not  have  it  in 
your  paper)  most  incontestably  proves  the  uni- 
versal harmony,  and  unanimous  opinion  of  every 
man  upon  the  business  of  that  day.  I  am  sure 
you  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  the  honours  conferred 
on  the  principal  actors.  Eodney  is  created  an 
English  peer.  Hood  and  Drake  Irish  peers,  and 
Douglas  and  Affleck  made  baronets.  All  this  is 
to  be  done  mimediately. 

"  The  French  can  now  gloss  over  nothing. .  We 
have  a  correct  list  of  their  force  as  well  as  our 
own,  and  on  casting  up  the  number  of  guns,  they 
exceeded  us  by  seventy-two.  On  the  other  hand, 
they  are  entitled  to  praise  for  the  gallantry  of 
their  conduct.      The  captain  of  one  of   their 
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seventy-fours  that  was  taken,  when  he  had  not  a 
mast  standing,  and  his  ship  lay  a  mere  ungovern- 
able hulk  in  the  water,  took  the  colours,  tied 
them  himself  to  a  stick,  and  fixed  them  on  his 
quarter-deck ;  nor  did  he  strike  till  he  had  not  a 
gun  to  fire. 

*^  Monsieur  de  Grasse  had  expended  all  his 
ammunition  when  he  struck.  He  had  above  430 
men  killed  in  the  action,  besides  his  woimded; 
near  double  our  loss  of  killed  in  our  whole  fleet. 
Lord  Cranston  relates  that  never  was  there  so 
shocking  a  sight  as  the  Ville  de  Paris  exhibited 
when  he  went  on  board  her ;  every  deck  covered 
with  dead  bodies,  and  a  deluge  of  blood.  It  is 
miraculous  that  our  loss  was  so  small,  considering 
the  length,  the  severity,  and  imiversality  of  the 
engagement;  at  one  time  every  ship  in  both 
fleets  was  engaged.  I  am  so  fiill  of  public  feel- 
ings, that  I  cannot  say  a  word  on  private  affairs, 
but  must  end  as  I  began,  by  expressing  the 
peculiar  pleasure  I  experienced  in  reflecting  on 
the  comfort  you  will  feel  in  receiving  this  good 
news;  and  how  doubly  welcome  it  must  be  to 
you,  not  only  from  its  real  glory  and  importance 
to  your  country,  but  from  having  had  such  a  hard 
task  in  struggling  against  all  the  previous  painful 
tidings  we  had  been  receiving  day  after  day,  for 
so  many  months  before. 

**  Among  other  particulars  which  have  tran- 
spired since  the  action,  I  cannot  help  giving  you 
a  further  accoimt  from  Lord  Cranston.  When  he 
went  on  board  the  ViUe  de  Paris  to  take  posses- 

M  i 
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sion  of  her,  he  delivered  a  polite  message  from  Sir 
G.  Rodney,  to  Monsieur  de  Grasse,  desiring  he 
would  continue  the  command  of  his  own  ship 
while  she  remained  ¥dth  the  fleet ;  which  he  de- 
clined,  from  being  exhausted  with  Migae  and 
unable  to  attend  to  it.  He  begged  to  retire  to 
his  cabin  to  take  some  rest,  but  before  he  did  it, 
or  before  he  could  ever  enjoy  any  peace,  he  wished 
to  know  the  opinions  of  the  British  officers  as  to 
his  conduct.  Lord  Cranston  made  him  easy  by 
assuring  him  they  admired  his  bravery,  and  did 
justice  to  his  efforts;  and  if  they  found  any 
blame,  it  was  for  his  not  having  struck  sooner. 
This  he  accounted  for  by  saying  he  was  deter- 
mined not  to  strike  his  flag  on  any  account  till  the 
day  closed,  for  fear  of  the  effect  it  might  have  on 
the  rest  of  his  fleet ;  but  he  said  his  officers  had 
all  represented  to  him  that  his  ship  was  totally 
incapable  of  making  any  further  resistance  some 
hours  before,  and  every  shot  they  fired  latterly 
was  fetched  out  of  the  hold. 

^^  Monsieur  de  Grasse  retired,  and  Lord  Crans- 
ton set  about  examining  and  clearing  the  ship, 
when  he  found  her  on  fire  in  five  different  places. 
The  men  who  were  not  killed  or  wounded  were 
mostly  drunk,  and  he  could  not  get  the  smallest 
attention  paid  to  his  orders.  He  was,  therefore, 
obliged  to  disturb  Monsieur  de  Grasse,  who  jumped 
up,  put  on  his  gown  and  slippers,  drew  his  sword, 
and  came  upon  deck ;  when  he  found  the  confu- 
sion so  great  that  he  was  compelled  to  make 
pretty  free  and  severe  use  of  his  weapon  before  he 
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could  obtain  any  attention  to  his  commands. 
This  brought  them  to  reason ;  they  soon  got  the 
fires  imder^  De  Grasse  returned  to  his  cabin^  and 
Lord  C.  got  the  ship  into  the  best  order  he 
could.  He  soon  found  a  great  number  of  cooks 
set  to  work  in  preparing  an  el^ant  repast,  which 
was  served  up  to  the  officers. 

'*Lord  Cranston  expected  an  invitation,  but 
not  receiving  it,  or  the  slightest  civility  jfrom  any 
one  French  officer,  he  went  down  to  them,  ex- 
pressed his  resentment,  and  said  that  he  had  had 
as  much  fatigue  and  as  little  refreshment  as  them- 
selves, but  that  he  would  see  every  one  of  his 
officers  and  crew  refreshed  before  a  single  French- 
man ate  a  morsel,  though  he  himself  would  touch 
nothing  before  them.  This  occasioned  some  sur- 
prise, but  was  acquiesced  in ;  and  when  a  second 
supper  was  prepared,  they  thought  proper  to  send 
a  polite  invitation  and  apology  to  Lord  Cranston 
for  an  accidental  omission  before,  which  proceeded 
from  no  design  or  disrespect.  He  accepted  both, 
but  says  that  no  scene  of  noise,  riot,  and  drunken- 
ness ever  equalled  what  followed  that  entertain- 
ment ;  not  a  Frenchman  who  did  not  appear  to 
have  gained  a  complete  victory,  instead  of  having 
suffered  a  defeat.  This  does  not  tell  much  to  the 
credit  of  their  humanity*,  considering  the  number 
of  their  friends  that  were  lying  dead  and  woimded 
in  the  ship.     This  is  a  long  story,  but  as  it  is 

♦  It  is  very  pleasing  to  have  to  contrast  so  many  and  recent 
instances  of  the  interchange  of  the  most  humane  and  brotherly 
offices  between  the  naval  men  of  the  once  hostile  nations. 
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characteristic  and  genuiney  I  could  not  help  giv- 
ing it  to  you.  The  season  is  so  wet,  cold,  and 
unhealthy,  that  scarce  a  family  in  this  part  of  the 
world  is  free  from  sickness.  In  my  life  I  never 
remember  so  general  an  influenza. 

«H.  B." 

SIB  B.  H.   KEITH,   TO  PHILIP  TOBEE,  ESQ. 

"  Vienna,  August  VJth,  1782. 

**Mt  deab  Yobke, 

^^  I  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon 
your  marriage  with  as  amiable  and  honest  a 
young  woman  as  the  King's  dominions  contain.* 
I  have  followed  her  steps  (though  often  at  a 
distance)  from  the  cradle  upwards,  and  with  the 
warmth  of  almost  parental  aflfection^t  My  heart 
was  set  upon  seeing  her  happily  settled  as  the 
wife  of  a  man  of  honour  and  truth.  Heaven  has 
fulfilled  that  wish  in  its  utmost  extent ! 

"  My  felicitations  to  her  are  founded,  not  upon 
your  present  affluent  circumstances  or  future  pros- 
pects, but  upon  the  power  she  now  possesses  of 
following  the  natural  bent  of  her  disposition  and 
principles,  by  making  the  house  of  her  husband 
and  friend  the  seat  of  domestic  happiness  and  con- 
tentment, through  a  long  series  of  years.     She 

^  Lady  Elizabeth  Lindsaj,  daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Balcarres, 
and  coufiin  to  the  ^rriter. 

t  In  a  letter,  written  nearly  ten  years  previously,  to  his  sister, 
he  thus  expresses  himself:  "  Why  do  you  not  mention  my  sweet 
little  ward,  Lady  Elizabeth?  Seriously,  I  think  little  Bessy  a 
jewel  of  too  much  yalue  not  to  be  set  hereafter  in  the  purest 
gold,  and  placed  to  the  best  advantage." 
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will  tell  you,  my  dear  Yorke,  that  she  saw  in 
her  own  father  and  in  mine,  two  men,  drawing 
towards  fourscore,  who,  at  that  age,  blessed  the 
hour  that  united  them  to  women  of  merit  and 
steady  principle.  May  you  follow  their  example, 
my  dear  Philip !  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt 
of  your  doing  so,  though  I  shall  not  be  alive  to 
applaud  you. 

"I  recommend  all  the  Lindsays  to  you;  they 
are  excellent  people,  and  the  boys  will  fight  their 
way  through  life  with  spirit  and  success.*  Lord 
Balcarres  is  a  high-minded^  brave>  and  generous 
lad  as  any  in  Britain,  and  I  feel  proud  when  I 
recollect  that  he  was  my  pupil.  I  respect  your 
present  enjoyments  too  much  to  interrupt  them 
by  touching  upon  disagreeable  politics.  A  thou- 
sand kind  things  to  all  Yorkes  and  Lindsays ;  my 
love  to  Lady  Eliza.  You  are  well  assured  that  no 
man  is  more  deeply  interested  in  your  happiness 
than  your  faithful  friend, 

«E.  M.  K." 

0IB  B.  H.   KEITH  TO  ANDBEW  DBUMMOND,  ESQ. 

«  Vienna,  September  Uth,  1782. 

*^  I  never  was  more  affected  by  any  melancholy 

event  which   did    not    immediately  regard   my 

*  Every  part  of  this  fond  prediction  was  punetoallj  ftilfilled. 
Domestic  felicity  attended  the  pair  addressed,  through  a  life 
protracted,  on  the  Earl's  part,  beyond  its  usual  span ;  and  yet 
more  unusually  prolonged  in  that  of  his  venerable  partner,  who 
witnessed  the  prosperity  and  distinction  of  her  whole  band  of 
brothers. 


172  THE  BOMAKCE  OF  DIPLOHACT. 

nearest  and  dearest  of  friends  than  by  the  sad 
news  of  the  unaccountable  shipwreck  of  Admiral 
Kempenfeldt  and  his  gallant  crew,  ahnost  within 
an  English  harbour.*  Surely  there  is  an  adverse 
fete  which  persecutes  poor  Old  England !  it  grieves 
me  to  the  heart,  my  dear  Andrew,  to  see  so  many 
proofs  of  that  painful  persuasion.  At  a  moment 
when  my  ardent  imagination  was  seeking  for  the 
name  of  Kempenfeldt  either  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Mediterranean  or  the  Baltic,  he  is  a  corpse  upon  the 
British  shore,  and  by  some  awkward  mismanage- 
ment unworthy  of  our  naval  skill  and  experience. 
This  is,  indeed,  afflicting.  Our  Bourbon  enemies, 
within  my  view,  do  honour  to  Kempenfeldt  and 
to  themselves,  by  the  sorrow  they  express  at  this 
accident.  I  am  very  impatient  to  learn  all  its 
melancholy  particulars. 

*^  I  confess  to  you,  my  dear  Andrew,  (but  without 
a  grain  of  peevishness,)  that  I  have  not,  for  years 
past,  comprehended  fully  any  one  operation  of  the 

*  This  appalling  event,  occasioned  by  a  contempt  of  an  nn- 
imagined  danger,  in  suffering  the  yessel  during  a  slight  repair  to 
be  incantionslj  heeled,  has  been  reviTed  in  the  public  mind,  by 
recent  successful  attempts  to  remove  the  hull,  and  recover  a 
portion  of  the  guns,  ^  It  forms  a  pleasing  coincidence,  that 
at  a  distance  of  sixty  years,  these  eSortB  should  have  been  pre- 
sided over,  as  Port  Admiral,  by  the  late  Sir  Philip  Henderson 
Durham,  at  the  time  of  the  catastrophe  seventh  lieutenant,  and 
one  of  the  few  officers  saved ;  to  whom,  as  a  valuable  memorial 
of  his  early  escape,  and  subsequent  gallantly  in  his  country's 
service,  a  recovered  iron  cannon  was  presented  by  the  Board  of 
Ordnance,  and  erected  in  front  of  the  family  mansion,  at  Largo, 
in  Fife.  The  noblest  monument  to  the  unhi^py  sufferers  is  to 
be  found  in  Cowper's  never-to-be-forgotten  ballad. 
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war ;  and  I  am  still  more  in  the  dark  with  respect 
to  your  clandestine  attempts  to  trump  up  a  dirty 
peace.  This  I  say  to  you  in  confidence,  because  I 
am  determined  never  to  hurt  the  servants  of  the 
State,  though  I  have  long  given  up  the  hopes  of 
being  able  to  render  them  such  services  as  become 
my  principles.  All  my  trusty  friends  will  believe 
me  when  I  say,  that  the  bribe  of  a  dukedom  would 
not  lead  my  pen  to  dabble  in  dirty  ink.  Happily 
it  is  permitted  to  vent  my  honest  feelings  without 
restraint ;  and  I  have  never  been  called  upon  to 
take  the  smallest  share  in  the  present  obscure  and 
inauspicious  transactions ! 

•  •  .  . 


SIR  B.  H.   KEITH  TO  A.   B.  DBUMMOND,  ESQ. 

«  Vienna,  Novmher  30M,  1782. 

*^  Your  letter  of  the  7th  was  veiy  welcome  to  me, 
my  dear  Andrew,  and  I  gladly  accept  as  an  apology 
for  your  silence,  your  enjoyment  in  the  country. 
What  a  charming  party  your  father  had,  with 
Eigby,  the  Chancellor,  Lord  Weymouth,  &c.  How 
delighted  I  should  have  been  to  occupy  a  chair  at 
his  hospitable  board,  in  those  days  of  festivity  I  I 
should  have  received  comfort  from  such  a  com- 
pany, in  this  moment  of  anxious  doubt,  lest  the 
honour  and  interests  of  Old  England  should  be 
sacrificed  to  party  rage  and  personal  views.  I 
never  felt  so  uneasy  as  at  present,  my  dear 
Andrew;  for  I  not  only  am  in  the  dark  with 
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respect  to  the  real  state  of  parties  in  your  de- 
praved nation ;  but  can  hardly  see  a  peep  of  day- 
light into  the  intended  measures  of  the  adminis- 
tration under  which  I  serve.  Surely  the  brave 
Elliott*  and  Howe  have  so  fiur  reinstated  the 
national  affiurs  as  to  give  fiill  room  for  the  most 
vigorous  and  successful  exertions  of  our  strength, 
if  there  is  any  degree  of  the  ancient  spirit  still 
existing  among  us !  I  cannot  entertain  so  mean 
an  opinion  of  the  men  in  power,  as  to  suppose 
them  capable  of  letting  down  Old  England  from 
her  present  dignified  situation ;  or  that  they  can 
submit  to  receive  the  law  from  powers  who  are 
ten  times  more  exhausted  than  herself !  May  the 
opening  of  parliament  relieve  me  from  all  my 
anxiety.  May  the  love  of  peace  be  accompanied 
with  due  regard  to  the  rights  and  dearest  interests 
of  our  coimtry ;  and  I  venture  to  foretel  that  all 
will  go  well  in  the  course  of  another  twelvemonth. 
**  Iknow  nothing  about  your  present  negotiation 
at  Paris :  thank  Heaven !  I  have  not  the  least 
ha/nd  in  it  I  and  I  am  confident  that  no  minister 
will  think  of  employing  my  pen  in  any  species  of 
dnHy  work.  May  the  hands  of  government  be 
strengthened  by  the  reunion  of  all  the  best  men 
in  the  kingdom,  to  carry  the  first  great  question ; 
and  all  the  rest  will  follow  of  course.  I  shall  be 
upon  thorns  till  I  see  the  issue  of  the  first  de- 
bates.    Pray,  my  sweet  Andrew,  help  me  to  im- 


*  General  Elliott,  created  Lord  Heathfield  for  his  gallant  con- 
duct at  Gibraltar. 
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derstand  them  !  The  bulk  of  the  nation  in  which 
I  live  received  with  rapture  all  the  glorious  tidings 
from  Gibraltar.  Three  of  our  poets  have  already 
sung  the  exploits  of  Elliott  in  very  good  Latin 
and  German  verses.  The  whole  Austrian  nation 
is  prepared  to  applaud  those  honours  which  the 
King  and  Parliament  will  doubtless  bestow  upon 
the  heroic  commanders.  May  they  mark  the 
gratitude  of  a  great  nation  1 

I  was  made  very  happy  by  a  visit  of  my  old 
comrade,  General  Boyd*,  on  his  way  from  Gibral- 
tar to  England.  He  is  as  pleasant  a  fellow  as  any 
in  the  world,  and  really  cheered  my  spirits,  even 
in  these  abominable  times.  He  has  been  received 
with  great  distinction  here  by  the  sovereign  and 
all  the  best  people,  and,  indeed,  he  well  deserves 
it.  I  am  sorry  to  think  that,  after  visiting  the 
Emperor's  camp  with  me  to-morrow,  he  must  set 
out  the  next  day  for  England,  as  he  is  to  visit  our 
old  master.  Prince  Ferdinand,  in  Brunswick.  By 
the  way,  how  I  envy  him  that  happiness ;  but  I 
am  surely  one  of  the  wicked  1  (though  my  con- 
science does  not  tell  me  how),  since  there  is 
neither  rest  nor  comfort  for  me,  at  a  time  when 
treaties  of  peace  are  signing  in  every  quarter.  I 
am  literally  the  Mungo  of  all  the  politicians  in 
Europe  1  One  wish  only  I  have,  and  a  very 
sincere  one — ^that  the  peace,  about  which  so  many 
cooks  are  employed,  may  turn  out  safe  and  honour- 

*  Second  in  command  at  the  glorious  defence  of  Gibraltar, 
where  the  idea  of  the  red-hot  shot,  which  did  such  execution 
on  the  Spanish  floating  batteries,  is  said  to  have  been  his. 
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able !  The  honoiir  or  blame,  be  they  what  they 
may,  belong  in  no  degree  whatever  to  me.  I  am 
ready,  however,  to  applaud  what  is  right  and  weU 
doney  be  the  peace-maker  John,  or  Thomas,  or 
Peter  1 

*^  Yours,  cordially, 

**E.M.K.'* 

LORD  APSLBY*  TO  SIR  R.  M.   KEITH. 

**  Apslet^  Hotise,  llth  April,  1783. 

**Dear  Sir, 

**  It  was  my  intention  to  have  written  to 
you  from  Paris,  and  not  to  have  remained  so  long 
silent,  had  I  not  thought  that  by  waiting  till  I 
came  hither,  I  might  render  my  letter  more 
interesting,  by  communicating  to  you  something 
of  the  events  in  our  unhappy  distracted  country. 
It  otherwise  would  have  contained  little  more 
.than  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  great  kindness  to 
me  during  my  stay  at  Vienna;  which,  however 
agreeable  it  might  have  been  for  me  to  express, 
would  not  have  had  anything  very  extraordinary 
to  engage  your  attention.  It  is  but  the  tribute 
which  every  Englishman  finds  it  his  duty  to  pay 
for  his  kind  reception. 

**  I  should  have  kept  my  promise  in  writing  to 
you  the  moment  a  ministry  was  formed,  had  I 
not  conceived  that  Mr.  Fox's  letter  would  have 

*  Afterwards  the  well-known  Earl  Bathnrst.  The  letter  is 
curious,  as  showing  how  earlj  in  his  life  the  prudence  and  mode- 
ration so  conspicuous  in  the  yeteran  statesman  manifested  them- 
selyes. 
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arriyed  as  soon  as  mine^  if  not  sooner ;  and  had  I 
not  been  engaged  that  post-day  (last  Friday)  in 
writing  a  refusal  of  an  oflBtce  which  the  new 
Administration  did  me  the  honour  to  offer  me. 

"Lord  Bathurst  seemed  most  desirous  of  my 
accepting  it ;  and  I  even  went  to  Court  *to  kiss 
hands  on  Friday ;  but  some  delay  happening  con- 
cerning the  other  members  of  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, I  had  time  enough  to  prevail  on  my 
father  to  have  his  permission  to  write  a  refusal ; 
not  being  willing  so  early  and  so  blindly  to 
embrace  any  party,  but  more  particularly  one 
made  up  of  such  discordant  principles  as  that 
which  composes  the  present  Administration. 

**  If  you  now  consider  England  as  degraded, 
you  would  not  change  your  opinion  by  coming 
over  (which  many  of  your  friends  wish  and  expect 
that  you  will),  and  examining  the  manners  of  the 
chief  men  among  us.  Such  open  prostitution, 
and  prevention  of  seduction,  by  putting  oneself 
up  to  sale,  was  perhaps  scarcely  ever  known  in 
any  country!  I  have  heard  men  declare,  in 
public  company,  that  if  their  friends  had  not 
places,  they  would  not  accept  any  themselves,  nor 
support  the  Administration.  People  are  the  more 
importunate,  knowing  that  things  will  be  run 
very  hard  on  the  first  division ;  so  that  for  a  per- 
manent Administration,  you  must  expect  none  for 
some  time. 

"I  suppose  Mr.  Fox  must  have  informed  you 
that  the  only  change,  with  respect  to  the  division 
of  business  between  the  two  Secretaries  of  State, 

VOL.   II.  N 
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is  America  being  added  to  his  share,  as  being, 
a  foreign  power!  The  discipline  of  the  navy  is 
much  endangered,  if  not  totally  destroyed,  by 
Lord  Howe's  mild  conduct  on  the  occasion  of  the 
mutiny.  If  you  ask  me  how  that  afifair  has  ended, 
much  and  nearly  as  it  concerns  us,  I  can  only 
answer,  as  every  one  else  in  London  does,  ^I  know 
nothing  about  it;'  all  men  confining  their  in- 
quiries to  what  persons  have  resigned,  or  who 
have  accepted  places.  I  hope  that  you  will  now 
come  over,  to  get  over  your  old-fashioned  ideas  of 
loving  England  for  England's  sake:  for  men  of 
such  principles  can  by  no  means  represent  the 
nation.  Before  I  finish  this  long  and  tedious 
letter,  I  am  charged  by  Lord  Bathurst  with  his 
sincere  thanks  to  you  for  your  kind  letter  to  him; 
and  to  express  how  highly  sensible  he  is  of  the 
attention  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  show  to, 
dear  Sir, 

"Your  faithful  and  much  obliged  humble 
servant, 

"  Apslet." 

In  1783,  when  the  courtesy  and  good  offices  of 
Sir  K.  M.  Keith  to  his  yoimg  countrymen  had 
become  pretty  well  known,  the  Duke  of  Montagu 
thus  writes : — 

"  Windsor  Castle,  Sept,  eth,  1783. 

«Deak  Sib, 

"  I  am  thoroughly  aware  how  you  are 
pestered  with  recommendations  of  young  tra- 
vellers, which  is  very,  natural,  as  their  friends 
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cannot  do  them  more  essential  service  than  to 
recommend  them  to  your  favour  and  protection. 
I  feel  that  so  much,  that  I  cannot  resist  adding 
to  the  number,  by  commending  to  you  my  nephew 
Lord  Stopford,  who  will  have  the  honour  of 
waiting  on  you  with  this.  I  think  him  a  very 
amiable  yoimg  man ;  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction 
of  being  sure  he  is  so,  if  he  has  the  good  fortune 
to  merit  your  approbation;  and  I  have  great 
pleasure  in  persuading  myself  that  he  will  profit 
much  by  having  the  advantage  of  your  conversa- 
tion. 

*^  As  I  have  his  welfare  very  much  at  heart,  it 
was  my  earnest  wish  that  he  might  pass  the  win- 
ter at  least  under  your  eye  at  Vienna.  But  what 
confirmed  this  step  to  be  preferable  to  any  other, 
was  his  Majesty  (who  spontaneously  had  given 
him  an  ensigncy  in  the  Guards)  being  most 
graciously  pleased  to  say  to  his  parents.  Lord  and 
Lady  Courtown,  ^You  cannot  do  better  than 
send  your  son  to  Vienna,  and  get  the  Duke  of 
Montagu  to  recommend  him  to  his  friend  Sir 
Robert  Keith.'  *  I  can  venture  to  say  that  they, 
as  well  as  myself,  will  feel  greatly  obliged  to  you 
for  whatever  good  offices  you  may  be  pleased  to 

*  On  another  occasion  (indeed  on  many)  the  King  similarly 
expressed  himseHl  "  Lord  Morton  (writes  one  of  his  friends) 
informed  you  of  the  audience  he  had  of  the  King.  His  Majesty 
mentioned  you  in  the  most  friendly  and  flattering  manner  ima- 
ginable, and  finished  by  saying,  *  Your  lordship  never  could 
have  been  under  the  direction  of  so  able  or  excellent  a  man  as 
Sir  Rob^  Keith.* " 
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honour  him  with^  and  I  am  with  great  truth  and 
r^ardy  and  with  most  perfect  esteem,  dear  Sir, 
*^  Your  very  faithful,  &c., 

"Montagu." 

sib  james  habbis*  to  sib  b.  h.  keith. 

''Frankfort,  Wednesday,  Nov,  Sth,  1783. 

"Mt  deab  Sib  Eobebt, 

"After  one  of  the  pleasantest  journeys 
possible,  through  the  finest  of  countries,  and  with 
the  finest  weather,  we  arrived  here  yesterday 
between  ten  and  eleven  at  night.  The  first  use  I 
make  of  a  pen  since  I  left  Vienna,  is  to  thank 
you  most  sincerely  and  candidly  for  your  more 
than  kind  reception.  My  visit  there  has  in  every 
point  fully  met  my  expectations,  and  in  none 
more  completely,  my  dear  Sir,  than  by  personify- 
ing, if  I  may  use  the  term,  my  friendship  and 
esteem  for  you.  I  recollect,  with  as  tenacious  a 
memory  as  Hamlet  did  the  ^Eemember  me'  of 
his  father's  spirit,  the  last  words  you  said  to  me 
in  your  closet :  and  be  assured  that  I  place  you  at 
the  top  of  the  list  of  those  on  whose  regard  and 
good  will  I  set  the  highest  value.  My  stay  at 
Vienna  operated  on  my  mind  like  balm  on  a 
green  wound.  My  soul  wanted  that  calm  which 
the  society  of  the  upright  and  candid  can  alone 
give;  and  it  is  now  somewhat  restored  to  that 
energy  it  was  near  losing.  I  rely  on  you  to  find 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  mine  and  my  lady's 

*  AfterwardB  Lord  Malmsbuiy,  the  celebrated  diplomatist. 


THE  BOUANCE  Or  DIFLOUACT. 


i8i 


respectful  gratitude  to  the  Emperor.  To  Prince 
Kaunitz  you  cannot  say  too  much.  He  need  not 
suspect  my  veracity^  as  I  can  have  no  interest  in 
flattering  him.  To  Madame  de  Pergen,  Madame 
de  Thun,  and,  if  you  please,  Gralitzen,  the  kindest 
compliments.  Count  Eomanzow  and  I  have 
already  talked  over  the  first  of  these  ladies*,  and 
I  do  not  like  him  the  less  for  his  high  esteem 
and  admiration  for  her.  I  am  most  sincerely 
anxious  for  the  recovery  of  Madame  de  Thun,  and 
pray  you  to  keep  me  informed  of  the  state  of  her 
health. 

**  You  will  not  forget  me  to  Count  Philip ;  he 
treated  me  too  kindly  not  to  be  entitled  to  a  very 
large  share  of  my  gratitude  for  the  many  marks 
of  attention  I  received  at  Vienna. 

*^  I  shall  bear  in  my  mind  all  you  wish  me  to  do 
and  say  when  I  arrive  in  England,  which  will 
probably  be  about  the  18th. 

^*  I  can  have  no  politics  worthy  of  your  notice. 
The  military  preparations  of  France  are  still  go- 
ing on  with  as  much  activity  as  her  credit  and 
pecuniary  resources  will  admit  o£  But  these 
are  at  their  lowest  ebb,  and  a  general  alarm  of  a 
national  bankruptcy  is  gone  abroad.  The  fate  of 
Dantzick  seems  decided,  unless  some  tutelary 
angel  interposes  in  their  behalf. 

*^  Adieu,  my  ever  dear  Sir  Eobert.  Let  us  Ipe 
good  correspondents  throughout  life,  whether  for 

^  Madame  de  Pergen  and  Madame  de  Thun,  here  mentioned, 
were  the  most  distinguished  ornaments  of  Vienna  society,  and 
the  peculiar  Mends  of  Sir  R  M.  Keith. 
V  3 
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the  sake  of  the  service,  or  for  that  of  maintaming, 
I  trust  I  may  say,  a  ^mutual  regard. 

*^  Ever  yours  most  aflfectionately, 

"  James  Habbis. 

^^  Lady  Harris  and  my  sister  partake  of  every 
feeling  expressed  in  this  letter." 

SIB   B.   M.   KEITH  TO  ANDBEW  DBUMMOND,  ESQ. 

"  Vienna,  August  Uth,  1784. 
^^  Though  I  am  living  in  a  constant  whirlwind 
of  dissipation,  feasting,  dancing,  and  courtly  wag- 
gery, following,  from  morning  till  morning,  my 
amiable  Prince  Frederick,  I  will  not  delay  a  mo- 
ment to  thank  you,  my  dear  Andrew,  for  your 
welcome  and  kind  letter  of  the  27th  July.  Now 
or  never,  my  brave  Drummonds  must  help  to  lift 
me  out  of  the  mire,  where  I  am  floundering  over 
head  and  ears.  My  ruin  has  been  drawing  on 
from  year  to  year,  (though.  Heaven  knows,  by  no 
extravagance  of  my  own,)  but  this  Princely  visit 
of  a  month  has  hastened  it  exceedingly.  Be  not 
afraid,  however,  my  dear  Andrew,  that  matters 
are  worse  than  you  know  of.  My  Drummonds  are 
my  only  consolation;  for  if  I  were  to  break  up 
to-morrow,  my  goods  and  chattels  here  at  Vienna 
would  more  than  amply  suflSce  to  carry  me  clear 
out  of  this  country.  But  to  have  an  independent 
crust  of  bread  in  my  old  days,  is  the  laudable  wish 
of  your  old  friend,  and  if,  imder  the  guidance  oi 
my  Drummonds,  that  great  object  can  be  secured, 
I  shall  be  the  happiest  of  nfortals. 
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"You  know  I  have  not  drawn  any  money 
from  my  agents  in  England  since  I  got  the  10th 
Eegiment ;  but  I  only  mention  it  en  pcbssanty  as 
Harry  knows  what  I  have,  and  how  it  is  to  be 
disposed  of.  I  shall  never  inquire  more  about  the 
matter.  Cut  and  carve  upon  me  as  you  please  — 
and  make  of  me  what  you  can!  Lord,  Lordl 
when  shall  I  see  you  all  at  Cadlands?  These 
wicked  continental  politics  grow  more  and  more 
intricate,  and  they  will,  I  fear,  tie  me  by  the  pen 
for  many  months  to  come.  If  I  can  do  good  at 
lasty  all  my  trouble  will  be  repaid  ten-fold.  In 
the  mean  time  I  can  assure  you  (without  presump- 
tion) that  my  superiors  pay  me  handsomely  in 
praise,  if  not  in  hard  money.  Alas  I  they  have 
little  hard  money  for  themselves !  I  am  rejoiced 
that  matters  go  so  swimmingly  in  parliament. 
The  peace  with  Tippoo  Saib  (which  I  sent  you  to 
England  about  three  weeks  since)  will  strengthen 
the  hands  of  government,  and  credit  of  the  East 
India  Company.  The  general  esteem  of  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  goes  along  with  Mr.  Pitt,  and  he 
truly  deserves  it. 

"  My  young  Prince  is  one  of  the  handsomest  and 
most  excellent  yoimg  men  I  ever  knew.*  This  is 
not  flattery,  but  plain  honest  truth.  I  am  proud 
of  the  honour  of  presenting  him,  and  he  is  equally 

*  Prince  Frederick,  aftejrwards  Duke  of  York.  As  a  specimen 
of  the  expensive  style  in  which  this  visit  was  performed.  General 
Grosvenor,  in  writing  to  Sir  R.  M.  Keith  to  take  a  house  for  his 
royal  pupil,  stipulated  for  stabling  for  fourteen  horses,  and  lodg- 
ing for  six  grooms.  The  biped  appendages  were  in  proportion ; 
and  the  envoy's  expenses  may  be  imagined. 
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beloved  and  admired  here.  In  three  days  hence 
he  will  go  to  a  country-house  of  the  Emperor's, 
and  afterwards  accompany  him  to'  all  the  camps. 
I  dare  not  stir  from  Vienna,  at  the  present  jimc- 
ture,  otherwise  I  should  attend  his  Eoyal  Highness 
everywhere.  I  had,  besides  the  Prince  and  three 
oflScers  of  his  awitey  at  least  a  score  of  John  Bulls, 
who  are  genteel  lads,  and  do  me  credit.  But  how 
they  devour  the  remainder  of  my  substance  you 
will  easily  conceive  I  The  Pergens  and  Thuns  re- 
member you  kindly.  They  have  been  the  orna- 
ments of  my  feasts  and  balls ;  and  Elizabeth  Thun 
danced  most  nimbly,  and  looked  most  lovely  at  my 
ball  the  night  before  last,  though,  alas  !  she  can- 
not yet  swallow  anything  solid.  Tell  this  to  Boyd, 
who  I  am  sorry  should,  on  this  occasion,  merit 
the  epithet  of  the  laziest  fellow  in  Christendom. 
I  must  hasten  to  join  my  Prince.  Adieu,  my 
dear  Andrew ;  Heaven  bless  you  and  yours ! 
**Ever  your  true  and  warm  friend, 

**E.  M.  K" 

This  mention  of  the  Duke  of  York,  whom,  to 
prove  that  his  Majesty's  flattering  expressions  were 
not  words  of  course,  the  King  had  sent  to  Sir 
Eobert's  care,  to  spend  some  time  at  Vienna,  where 
no  pains  or  expense  was  spared  to  make  his  resi- 
dence agreeable  to  him,  may  lead  to  the  insertion 
here  (though,  like  the  rest  of  these  miscellaneous 
epistles,  rather  out  of  the  order  of  dates  of  one  or 
more  of  the  earlier  effusions  of  a  gratitude  which, 
to  the  honour  of  that  warm-hearted  young  Prince, 


THE  BOUANCB  OF  DTFUmkCf.  185 

remained  unimpaired  during  a  lengthened  corre- 
spondence of  several  years.  It  will  be  seen  that 
he,  too,  reverted  to  his  stay  at  Vienna  with  the 
fondest  reminiscences,  and  long  cherished  for  the 
members  of  Sir  E.  Keith's  select  cdterie^  as  well 
as  for  himself,  the  most  grateful  and  affectionate 
regard. 

"Korlitz,  near  Brunn,  August  ZUt,  1784. 

"Dear  Sib, 

"  Permit  me  to  repeat  to  you  my  most 
sincere  thanks  for  the  very  great  civilities  and  at- 
tention which  I  received  from  you  during  my  stay 
at  Vienna.  Indeed  I  shall  ever  remember  with 
pleasure  the  time  which  I  passed  there ;  and  I  am 
sure  that  it  was  wholly  owing  to  your  goodness. 
The  camp  here  finishes  to-morrow.  The  Emperor 
spoke  publicly  to-day  at  table,  of  the  proposed 
alliance  between  the  French  and  Dutch ;  and 
said  that  he  had  sent  the  Dutch  word  that  he 
meant  to  send  some  ships  down  the  Scheldt ;  and  if 
they  were  in  the  least  molested,  he  should  consider 
it  as  a  declaration  of  war.  Yesterday  a  courier 
arrived  from  Paris,  and  I  don't  think  that  the 
Emperor  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  contents. 
As  Inhere  are  many  things  which  I  would  wish  to 
inform  you  of,  or  learn  from  you,  which  (like  this 
I  am  afraid  to  trust  to  the  post,  I  should  be  ex- 
ceedingly obliged  to  you,  to  send  me  some  words 
and  names  for  people,  not  down  in  our  cyphers, 
by  which  we  might  communicate  without  danger. 
Pray  give  our  very  best  complimetits  to  the 
Pergens  and  Thuns;  and  I  am  sure  it  would 
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be  very  ungrateful  if  I  did  not  beg  you  to  make 
my  best  respects  to  Madame  Zichy. 

**  I  am  most  sincerely,  ever,  dear.  Sir, 

"Your  most  afifectionate, 

"  Frederick." 

prince  frederick  to  sir  r.  m.  keith. 

"  Hanover,  August,  ^th  1785. 

"Dear  Sir, 

"Permit  me  to  return  you  my  most 
sincere  thanks  for  your  two  very  obliging  letters, 
as  well  as  for  your  kind  congratulations  upon  the 
new  title  which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
give  me.  I  do  not  believe,  at  least  at  present, 
that  I  shall  return  to  England ;  you  may,  how- 
ever, depend  upon  it,  that  I  shall  take  the  very 
first  opportunity  to  express  to  his  Majesty  how 
much  I  feel  your  goodness  towards  me  during  my 
stay  at  Vienna;  and  I  can  assure  you  that  it 
would  give  me  infinite  pleasure,  if  it  were  in  my 
power,  to  make  you  another  visit.* 

*  General  Grenville,  the  Prince's  companion,  thus  shortly 
after  corroborates  this :  —  "  His  Eoyal  Highness,"  writes  he, 
"  desires  to  be  particularly  remembered  to  you,  and  all  friends 
at  Vienna.  If  he  had  the  power  of  conveying  himself,  as 
quick  as  thought,  wherever  he  wished,  I  should  advise  you  to 
lose  no  time  in  despatching  cards,  with  all  possible  speed,  to 
Mesdames  Thun  and  Pergen,  &c.,  for  supper  this  very  evening  ! 
But  as  we  have  no  good-natured  fairy  to  famish  us  with 
supernatural  powers,  we  must  content  ourselves  with  chewing 
the  cud  of  your  honour's  good  suppers  (which  is  but  poor  amuse> 
ment  at  all  times,  and  more  particularly  as  we  have  almost 
consumed  our  whole  magazine  —  having  been  so  often  reduced 
to  make  use  of  this  unsatisfactory  resource),  and  with  wishing 
you  all  health  and  happiness,  from  yours  ever  affectionately, 

"E.  Gbenville." 
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"  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  Mr.  Cooper,  son  to 
Sir  Grey  Cooper,  left  Brunswick  without  inform- 
ing me ;  as  I  wished  exceedingly  to  have  sent  you, 
by  him,  a  list  of  words  and  names,  which  would 
have  rendered  our  correspondence  much  easier. 
I  shall,  however,  take  the  very  first  safe  means  to 
do  so.  Aflfairs  are  in  a  very  unsettled  state,  and  I 
confess  I  am  very  anxious  to  know  how  they  will 
terminate. 

**  Grrenville  desires  me  to  give  you  his  best  com- 
pliments, and  to  say  he  would  have  written  had  I 
not  been  doing  so.  I  am  extremely  happy  to  hear 
that  the  Pergens,  Thuns,  and  Zichis,  are  all  in 
good  health.  Pray,  remember  me  to  them  in  the 
strongest  manner ;  and  tell  Madame  de  Zichi  how 
glad  1  am  that  she  was  pleased  with  her  reception 
in  England. 

"Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  most  sincerely,  ever  your 
most  aflfectionate 

"  Frederick." 


MARSHAL  GONWAT  TO  SIR   R.   M.   KEITH. 

''Park  Place,  Uh  Sept.,  1786. 

"Dear  Sir, 

*^  I  am  heartily  grieved  at  the  account 
you  give  me  of  your  bad  success  with  our 
ministers,  on  the  interesting  article  of  your  coTig^y 
and  think  it  mortifying  that  you,  whom  they  find 
so  useful  in  their  negotiations,  should  have  such 
diflSculty  in  your  own.  There's  no  end  of  the 
evils,  private  and  public,  attending  all  political 
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squabbles.  It  was  among  the  laws  of  Sparta,  or 
some  wise  Grecian  state,  that  every  citizen  should 
take  a  part  in  all  contests  that  were  going  on ; 
but  coilld  a  contrary  injunction  prevail,  it  would 
be  well  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of  mankind. 
There  is  an  old  book^  little  attended  to,  though 
well  known,  that  teaches  a  very  different  doctrine. 
We  are  the  children  of  peace  by  profession,  and 
of  discord  by  practice,  and  the  whole  system  of 
mankind  is  a  system  of  contention.  One  must 
leave  the  world  actually  to  enjoy  it,  and  if  one 
has  not  great  care,  contention  will  follow  even  to 
our  rural  scenes.  The  pleasure  of  mutually  tor- 
menting seems  the  universal  passion,  and  men 
affect  it  sometimes  as  completely  about  killing  a 
hare,  or  the  bounds  of  a  dirty  field,  as  about  a 
kingdom.  I  have,  I  assure  you,  no  such  conten- 
tions, having,  thank  Heaven !  no  manorial  rights, 
nor  hunting  district,  like  the  wild  Indians;  so 
that,  could  we  but  catch  you  here,  when  your 
good  stars  shall  consent  to  your  retirement,  and 
allow  you  to  be  annihilated  like  myself,  you  may 
pass  a  good  peaceable  sort  of  nonentity ;  so  pray 
don't  lose  sight  of  your  cattle.  You  shall  not 
want  our  assistance  to  build  or  realise  it,  and 
people  live  so  much  in  the  air  now,  it  would  be 
quite  unfashionable  to  relinquish  it. 

"  Yours  ever  affectionately, 

«H.  Conway." 
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SIB  B.  If.   KEITH  TO  ANDBEW  DBUMMOND^  ESQ. 

''Sept,  27th,  17S5, 

**My  deab  Andbew, 

"I  have  not  in  many  years  received  a 
letter  which  gave  me  so  much  heartfelt  pleasure 
as  yours  of  the  13th  instant  has  done.  It  is 
written  with  that  warmth  of  feeling  and  frankness 
of  character  which  I  hold  so  dear,  and  which 
render  your  friendship  of  inestimable  value  to 
me.  I  have  nothing  so  much  at  heart  in  this 
world,  as  to  cherish  such  sentiments  in  the  minds 
of  a  few  men  of  honour  and  truth,  like  yourself; 
and  I  swear  to  you,  my  dear  Andrew,  that  there 
exists  not  upon  earth  a  more  cordial  and  deep- 
rooted  attachment  than  that  I  feel  for  you  in 
every  sense  and  shape. 

*^  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  sketch  of  what 
you  believe  to  be  Mr.  Pitt's  general  plan,  and  I 
heartily  wish  him  success  in  the  pursuit  of  each 
of  his  favourite  objects. 

^*  It  appears  to  me  by  the  last  mail,  that  the 
Irish  are  beginning  to  feel,  and  to  acknowledge, 
the  necessity  of  accepting  (though  witt  some 
variation  of  phraseology)  of  the  principal  articles 
so  generously  proposed  to  them  by  Great  Britain ; 
and  I  trust  that  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament, 
all  will  be  properly  adjusted,  and  to  the  mutual 
satisfaction  and  advantage  of  both  kingdoms. 
Whoever  opposes  that  agreement  is  an  enemy  to 
both. 
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"  Wednesday,  1%th. 

"  I  have  purposely  delayed  the  conclusion  of  this 
epistle,  in  hopes  of  receiving  the  long-wished-for 
intelligence  relative  to  the  Dutch  aflfairs.  I  am 
not,  however,  a  bit  wiser  than  I  was  yesterday, 
and  no  courier  has  yeit  arrived;  let  me,  then, 
chat  with  you,  keeping  clear  of  all  tiresome 
politics. 

"  I  am  to  have  a  prodigious  colony  of  John  Bulls 
this  winter ;  Lords  Wyfcombe,  Ancram,  Guildford, 
Glasgow,  Dungannon,  &c.,  &c.,  and  commoners 
hy  scores.  Alas !  my  poor  Tweedale  acres  I  but 
theiT  fate  has  been  long  pronounced.  I  wish  I 
had  ten  minutes'  conversation  with  your  young 
Minister*;  I  think  I  could  convince  him  (^and 
without  a  grain  of  self-sufl&ciency)  that  it  can 
hardly  be  for  the  honour  of  government  that  a 
man  who  has  sat  twelve  successive  years  at  his 
post,  endeavouring  to  render  service  to  his 
country,  and  presenting  in  that  space  of  time 
four  hundred  young  gentlemen  at  the  Imperial 
Court,  should  be  driven  to  downright  beggary. 
But,  my  dear  Andrew,  my  superiors  seem  to 
know  that  poverty  and  I  are  upon  terms  of  good 
fellowship,  and  can  jog  on  cheerfully  through  the 
rest  of  our  course.     Be  it  so,  if  it  must  be  so ! 

*^  I  did  not  plague  my  friends  with  a  long  dull 
account  of  my  late  narrow  escape  from  drowning, 
because  I  never  thought  it  would  be  hitched  into 

*  The  interview,  when  obtained  (in  1789),  led  immediately 
to  the  desired  condnsion. 
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a  newspaper !  The  bursting  of  a  kind  of  water- 
spout that  day  had  indeed  the  most  extraordinary 
effects,  and  laid  a  whole  tract  of  country  under 
water  in  less  than  an  hour,  I  found  it  extremely 
difficult  to  get  through  the  torrents  on  horseback 
even  next  day,  and  it  was  attended  with  some 
danger.  The  man  who  was  drowned  was  a 
perfect  stranger  tome — a  butcher's  servant  who 
joined  me  on  the  road,  and  (so  far  from  being  my 
guide)  he  followed  me  through  the  first  torrent, 
and  perished  in  the  second,  whilst  I  was  talking 
to  some  peasants  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  had 
no  idea  of  making  even  the  attempt  to  cross  it 
I  helped  to  take  his  body  out  of  the  water,  and 
had  every  chirurgical  assistance  brought  to  recover 
him,  but  all  in  vain.  There  is  the  story,  my  dear 
Andrew.  A  great  many  country  people  perished, 
but  only  this  one  in  my  view. 

**  Adieu,  ever  yours. 


LETTER  FROM  BARON  TRENCK  TO  SIR  R.  M.  KEITH. 
*^Zwerbacky  proche  de  Moelck  le  27  Janvier,  1786. 

"V6tre  Excellence, 

^^Le  continu  de  celle-<3y  vous  paraitra 
singulier.  C'est  un  Allemand,  un  etranger,  un 
avanturier,  honnete  homme,  qui  cherche  la  gran- 
deur d'ame  d'un  Anglais.  Je  vous  connais,  my 
lord;  votre  respectable  P6re  etait  deja  mon 
protecteur,  et  vous  serez  mon  bienfaiteur  dans  iin 
cas  ou  je  mferite  I'appui  des  sages  et  grands  de 
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mes  contemporains.  Au  inoiiiS5Je  ne  m^riterai 
pas  voire  mepris  par  ma  confianc5e  raisonnfe. 
Je  ne  suis  ni  mendiant,  ni  trompeur,  ni  lache. 
Je  suis  le  sacrifice  le  plus  sanglant  de  ma  fran- 
chise, et  de  ma  vertu  inebranlable ;  le  jouet  du 
sort  humain,  et  la  dupe  d'un  souverain  ingrat. 

*^  L'explication  de  ma  situation  actuelle  demande 
un  volume ;  le-yoicy  en  abreg^,  pour  ne  pas  ennuyer 
votre  patience,  J'ai  achet^,  Pannee  1779,  une 
terre  en  Autriche,  des  debris  de  mon  bien  saccag^; 
pour  jouir  d'une  vie  tranquille  jusqu'a  la  mort  du 
Roi  de  Prusse,  apr6s  laquelle  je  suis  assure  de 
jouir  un  role  brillant,  en  cas  que  Tainbition  me 
fouetterait  pour  retoumer  dans  le  tourbillon  du 
monde. 

*^  Depuis  que  je  suis  campagnard,  j'ai  essuy6 
deux  fois  une  destruction  totale  par  la  grfele  et 
trois  inondations.  Les  chicanes  de  mes  ennemis 
a  Vienne  ont  achev^  ma  mine ;  et  me  voici  avec 
huit  enfans,  reduit  quasi  a  la  besace.  L'Empereur 
m'attend  k  sa  porte ;  mais  mon  sort  ne  dependra 
pas  de  sa  digestion.  J'ai  des  raisons  pour  refuser 
ses  graces ;  bien  moins  pour  les  chercher  en  ram- 
pant, parce  qu'il  m'a  refuse  mon  droit,  et  manquS 
de  parole. 

"J'ai  done  entrepris  un  ouvrage  litt^raire,  que 
j'ai  annonc^  en  huit  tomes  par  premuneration, 
pour  gagner  mes  besoins  pour  I'Mucation  de  ma 
famille.  Le  premier  tome  a  paru  au  15  Janvier. 
Mais  mes  ennemis  obtinrent  de  la  censure  une 
defense  rigoureuse,  avec  punition  de  cent  ducats 
contre  I'imprimeur. 
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'^  Me  voild.  done  dans  un  embarras  sans  egale. 
En  honnete  homme  je  dois  payer  pour  le  pauvre 
imprimeur^  je  dois  rembourser  les  soiiscripteurs 
— et  j'ai  deja  employ^  1200  florins  dans  Pouyrage; 
le  troisi^me  tome  etant  dej&  achev^.  H  est  vrai 
que  cette  entreprise  me  donnera  un  beau  revenu 
dans  Tempire^  dans  la  Saxe,  et  les  ^ts  Prussiens^ 
mais  11  s'agit  de  ma  disette  actuelle;  et  nulle 
ressource  a  Vienne  pour  moi 

"  J'ai  touJQurs  ecrit  contre  le  despotisme^  centre 
les  fripons^  et  contre  les  moines.  Dans  dbaque 
collie  de  justice  il  y  a  toujours  quelque  £ana- 
tique^  ou  lache;  et  voila  la  source  des  persecu- 
tions que  j'essayerai  pour  la  vie  en  Autriche. 

*^  J'ai  rumin^  sur  toutes  les  ressources  possibles, 
dans  ce  moment  critique  qui  presse.  J'ai  trouv6 
qudques  remMes;  m^s  il  me  manque  encore 
envers  400  ou  500  florins,  sans  lesquels  mon  mal 
est  absolument  insurmontable,  et  me  force  peut- 
§tre  de  quitter  I'uniforme,  ma  pension,  ma 
famille,  et  I'Etat. 

"  Cest  done  a  vous,  my  lord,  qui  je  m'adresse.* 
8oyez  mon  p6re,  mon  bienfaiteurl  En  cas  de 
m^pris,  de  nonchalance,  ou  de  refiis,  ne  me  donnez 
aucune  reponse,  je  ne  vous  respecterai  pas  moins, 
n'ayant  aucune  droit  pour  exiger  votre  g6n6rosit^. 
Mais,  si  vous  connaissez  une  partie  de  mon  sort 
maratre;  si  vous  p^n^trez  dans  le  fond  de  mon 

*  This  letter,  from  the  celebrity  of  its  writer,  has  been 
pelected  from  hosts  of  similar  appeals ;  seldom,  it  would  appear, 
addressed  in  Tain  to  one  whose  generosity  far  outstripped  his 
means. 

VOL.  n.  0 
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ame  dans  ce  moment  oh,  je  me  trouve  force 
d'implorer  votre  secours^  mettez  ce  que  vous 
voulez  risquer  pour  moi  dans  une  lettre  blanche^ 
en  papier  de  banque,  avec  les  mots  *Pour  le 
Baron  Trenck,'  et  sur  I'adresse  *A  Monsieur 
Vigand,  Caffetier.'  Vous  ne  serez.pas  trompe. 
J'engage  ma  parole  sacree  de  vous  rembourser 
apr^  la  foire  de  Leipzig,  au  premier  d'Avril.  Si 
je  vous  trompe,  vous  ne  serez  pas  pauvre,  et 
Trenck  aura  cesse  d'etre  honn^te  homme.  Lorsque 
vous  me  tirerez  d'embarras,  et  que  je  vous  aurai 
I'obligation  de  m'avoir  soutenu  dans  mes  catas^ 
trophes,  mes  actions  prouveront  combien  j'etais 
digne  d'etre, 

"  De  votare  Excellence, 
**  Le  plus  humble  et  devoue  serviteur, 

"  Fbedebick  Babon  Tbenck,  Major." 

SIB  JOSEPH  TOBKE  TO  SIB  B.  M.   KEITH. 

''Hague,  April  2Ut,  1785. 

"Deab  Sib, 

*^  Give  me  leave  to  recommend  to  your 
obliging  countenance  and  protection  the  bearer 
hereof,  my  old  schoolfellow,  Mr.  John  Howard  of 
Cardington,  Bedfordshire,  one  of  the  most  sin- 
gular and  humane  characters  of  the  age ;  whose 
unwearied  pains  and  travels  to  endeavour  to  put 
our  jails  and  workhouses  on  a  better  footing 
cannot  be  unknown  to  you.  The  parliament, 
and  indeed  the  voice  of  the  nation,  speak  his 
merit,  and  he  has  a  right  to  the  assistance  of 
every  one  of  us. 
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**He  desires  to  get  all  the  information  he  can 
relative  to  the  prisons  and  workhouses  at  Vienna, 
and  elsewhere  in  the  Austrian  dominions;  and 
the  encouragement  and  good  reception  he  has 
met  with  everywhere  make  one  hope  that  he  may 
be  allowed  to  inquire  into  the  regulations  of  the 
Austrian  police  relative  to  these  objects.  He  is 
certairdy  no  spy,  but  a  worthy  man  of  great 
family;  and  his  only  view  is  to  be  of  some 
service  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  Our  friend, 
Mr.  William  Eden,  is  a  great  friend  of  his,  and 
pursues  the  same  object. 

"1  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  any 
civilities  you  show,  or  any  service  you  can  do  to 
Mr.  Howard;  and  I  remain,  with  unalterable 
esteem  and  affection,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most 
faithful  and  devoted  servant, 

"Joseph  Yorke."* 


*  The  visit  took  place  in  the  end  of  the  year.  A  young 
Englishman  thus  mentions  it: — "Sir  Eobert  has  lately  been 
mnch  taken  up  by  a  countryman  of  a  very  different  description 
from  those  who  usually  frequent  this  place.  It  is  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Howard,  who  has  spent  some  days  here  from  Turkey,  and 
other  places  where  the  plague  is  frequent,  in  order  to  endeavour 
to  discover  some  method  to  arrest  the  progress  of  that  dreadful 
malady.  He  is  at  present  in  good  health,  but  much  attenuated. 
He  takes  no  food  but  diy  bread  and  tea,  as  he  finds  ex- 
treme temperance  the  best  preservative  against  infection." 


o2 
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O0C5T  MoeesnnoLa,  difesial  chaxbesladt^  lo  sol 

SOBER  mrSBAT  KEITH9 
(AFronrme  ▲  fbitatb  Armacs  vos  xb.  mowamd.) 

^^MOHSDETB, 

^L'Emp^eor  deriiant  voir  le  eelefare 
Monsienr  Howard^  et  sachant  qn'il  n'aime  pas  les 
c&remomes  des  cours^  me  charge  de  tous  prier  de 
£dre  savcdr  ^  cet  ami  des  hommes^  qn'il  pourra 
se  rendre  k  la  Chancellerie  de  sa  Majeste  sor  le 
Controler-gang,  anjourdlmi,  ou  demain,  k  mie 
heare  apr^midL  11 7  aura  qnelqn'im  a  la  porte^ 
qui  rintroduira  immediatement. 

^'  Je  vous  prie  de  me  faire  savoir  si  Monsiear 
Howard  yiendra  anjourdliui^  on  demain;  et  de 
me  croire  avec  mi  parfait  devouement^ 

"  BOSENBEBG." 

KB.   HOWABD  TO  SIB  B.  IL   KEITH. 

«  March  IM,  1786. 

*^  Permit  me  to  make  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  kind  attention  shown  me  during 
my  stay  at  Vienna ;  a  sense  of  the  honour  there 
done  me  will  ever  be  a  source  of  pleasure  and 
gratitude. 

**  I  sent  about  ten  days  ago  to  Mr.  Wiffin  my 
last  publication^  requesting  your  acceptance  of  it^ 
also  a  copy  for  Count  Pergen,  and  Dr.  Ingenhouz, 
and  this  day  a  book  for  a  comer  in  the  Emperor's 
library.  The  plans  for  the  Lazaretto  are  engrav- 
ing, but  it  will  be  the  end  of  the  year  before  I 
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publisL    I  shall  forward  some  of  the  first  to  your 
Excellency. 

"  With  great  regard  and  much  esteem,  I  am,  Sir> 
"Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  servant^ 
"John  Howabd," 


PBINCE  ADAM  CZABTOBISKI  TO  SIB  B.   M.   KEITH.* 

''Pulawy,  ^d  April,  1786. 
*^The  kind  expressions  of  your  letter  of  the 
nth  March  cannot  but  raise  the  highest  sense  of 
pleasure  and  gratitude  in  a  heart  which,  on  so 
many  good  reasons,  has  contracted  long  ago  (and 
will  preserve  for  ever)  the  habit  of  loving  and 
honouring  you. 

"  Lord  Wycombe's  and  Major  Green's  trip  to 
Pulawy  is  highly  acceptable  both  to  me  and  my 
family,  at  the  time  intended.  In  my  answer  to 
Lord  Wycombe  (which,  according  to  permission, 
I  put  under  your  cover)  I  give  the  most  exact 
directions  what  road  they  are  to  follow  from 
Cracow.  If  cordiality,  and  the  real  pleasure  they 
will  give  us  in  coming  to  take  a  peep  at  our 
country,  can  make  up  for  the  inconveniences  they 
are  likely  to  meet  with,  I  hope  they  won't  be 
altogether  sorry  to  have  undertaken  the  journey. 
Your  mentioning  that  you  would  not  dislike  to 

*  This  letter,  which  does  equal  honour  to  the  kmdness  of 
heart  and  uneommon  profieimoy  in  English  of  the  noble  writer, 
derives  additional  interest  from  the  expression  of  sentiments  of 
friendship  hereditary  on  both  sides ;  previous  effusions  of  which, 
addressed  to  Mr.  Keith,  Sir  Robert's  fSftther,  have  been  in- 
8e^»d. 

OS 
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be  of  the  party^  raises  in  my  mind  a  train  of 
ideas  which  I  am  loth  to  part  with^  as  with  a 
delightful  dream.  In  this  particular^  I  can  only 
be  sorry  that  my  house  is  too  much  out  of  the 
way  to  be  pitched  upon  as  the  place  fit  for  a 
negotiation^  or  the  signing  of  a  treaty.  I  b^ 
you  will  be  thoroughly  convinced  that  no  man 
upon  earth  sets  a  greater  value  than  I  do  on  your 
friendship  and  esteem,  and  that  I  am  inviolably 
for  ever,  my  dearest  Sir, 

*^  Your  Mthful  friend  and  most  obedient  servant, 
^^Adam  Czabtobiski. 

**  Give  me  leave  to  send  my  best  compliments 
to  Mr.  Straton,  and  to  Arbuthnot." 

LOBD  DABLINOTON  TO  SIB  B.  H.  KEITH. 

"  Cleveland  House,  May  7th,  1786. 

"My  deab  Sib, 

*^  It  is  not  easy  to  decide  whether  the 
father  or  the  son  are  most  flattered  by  your 
friendly  attention,  neither  perhaps  is  it  necessary. 
They  both  feel  themselves  highly  indebted,  and 
eqiially  wish  to  prove  their  sense  of  the  fevour 
you  confer.  I  venture  to  say  they^  because  I  can 
answer  for  myself;  and  my  son,  in  a  letter  of  the 
22nd  of  last  month,  says,  *  I  respect,  adore,  and 
love  Sir  Eobert  Keith,  and  wish  I  could  ever 
possibly  in  any  way  be  serviceable  to  him'  — 
consequently  'tis  evident  your  kindness  has  had 
its  due  weight,  and  I  hope  he  will  continue  to 
deserve  your    countenance.      Youth    sometimes 
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will  swerve  from  the  right  path,  but  you,  dear  Sir 
Eobert,  who  have  so  long  been  conversant  with 
the  world,  will,  I  am  sensible,  be  indulgent 
enough  to  make  allowances. 

"The  King  knighted  Lord  Comwallis  the 
evening  before  his  departure,  in  the  most  gracious 
manner  possible,  not  one  person  present ;  at  the 
same  time  acquainting  him  he  had  delayed  it  till 
that  moment,  that  it  might  not  be  insinuated 
that  the  blue  ribbon  was  the  lure  for  the  accept- 
ance of  the  command  he  had  undertaken.*  Our 
Chancellor  is  recovered,  who  was  for  two  days 
thought  in  the  utmost  danger. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  faithful  and  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  Dablington." 


THE   DtJKE   OF  YORK  TO  SIB  B.   M.   KEITH. 

"  Hanover^  Sept.  22nd,  1786. 

"Deab  Sir, 

*^  I  have  many  thanks  to  return  you  for 
your  very  obliging  and  confidential  letter,  which 
came  safely  to  my  hands.  It  was  so  long  since  I 
had  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you,  that  I 
really  was  afraid  you  had  quite  forgotten  me.  I 
did  not  dare  to  answer  it  till  now,  that  I  avail 
myself  of   Monsieur  Walmoden  setting  off  for 

*  This  delicacy  in  the  monarch  must  have  been  dictated  by 

the  same  feeling  which  prompted  him  to  grant  the  inyestiture  to 

Sir  R.   M.   Keith,   when    in  Denmark,   by   anticipation,    "in 

order,"  he  said,  "to  distinguish  merit,  independent  of  success." 

O  4 
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Vienna  to  write  to  you  fullj.  The  death  of  the 
King  of  Prussia  made  many  people  imagine  we 
should  v^  soon  have  a  war.  I  confess  I  never 
was  of  that  opinion,  as  you  were  so  good  as  to 
inform  me  that  it  was  not  the  wish  of  the  Em- 
peror; and  I  knew  that  the  present  King  of 
Prussia  was  by  no  means  desirous  of  drawing  the 
sword.  The  manner  in  which  he  has  begun  his 
reign  does  the  greatest  honour  to  his  head  and  to 
his  heart;  and  I  daresay  you  will  already  be 
aware  of  what  I  told  you  when  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  passing  some  very  agreeable  weeks  with  you 
at  Vienna  —  that  the  world  has  been  totally  mis- 
taken in  this  Prince.  He  has  declared  openly 
his  attachment  for  England,  and  for  an  English 
alliance;  and  has  given  the  strongest  proofs  of 
his  sincerity  in  this  respect  by  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  received  all  the  proposals  of  his 
uncle  Prince  Henry,  who  did,  at  first,  everything 
in  his  power  to  persuade  him  into  trying  to  gain 
over  France.  Indeed  he  is  besides  exceedingly 
angry  with  France,  on  account  of  the  affairs  of 
Holland.  I  have  been  told  that  there  is  almost 
a  certainty  of  a  war  between  the  Eussians  and 
Turks ;  and  that  the  Emperor  does  not  intend  to 
give  any  assistance  to  his  ally  the  Empress. 
This,  if  really  the  case,  will  naturally  break  the 
great  friendship  which  has  for  some  time  sub- 
sisted between  the  imperial  courts;  and  which 
has  alarmed  all  the  rest  of  Europe  so  much.  I 
will  not  add  more  on  these  subjects,  on  which 
you  are  so  much  better  informed,  but  end  by 
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assuring  you  how  sincerely  I  am,  dear  Sir,  most 
faithfully  yours, 

"FbedbhicK." 


SIB  B.  H.  KEITH  TO  A.  fi.  DBUMICOKI),  BSQ. 
"Ftwino,  February  17^  1787. 

'^  You  are  always  the  same  warm-hearted  and 
active  friend,  and  I  assure  you,  my  dear  Andrew, 
that  I  look  upon  your  cordial  attachment  as  one 
of  the  most  valuable  blessings  of  my  life.  Heartily 
sorry  am  I  that  I  am  not  permitted  to  cultivate 
it,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's ;  but  this  is  likely 
to  be  a  year  of  turmoil  and  trouble,  in  more 
quarters  than  one,  and  what  with  vapouring  Turks 
and  Bussians  on  one  hand,  and  frantic  Hollanders 
on  the  other,  I  must  not  think  of  indulging  my 
private  wishes  for  the  present.  Other  gentlemen 
of  my  cloth  would  perhaps  think  that  a  little 
haze  in  the  wind's  eye  is  not  a  sufficient  reason 
for  postponing  personal  enjoyments.  But  I  have 
a  way  of  my  own  in  thinking  of  public  duty ;  and 
my  excellent  friends  of  the  ^Oang^  will  not 
think  the  worse  of  me  for  it.  Kemember,  my 
dear  Andrew,  that  in  mentioning  the  clouds  I  see 
hovering  on  the  horizon,  I  am  far  from  predicting 
a  dangerous  storm.  These  clouds  may  blow  over, 
as  a  hundred  others  have  done  before ;  and  at  all 
events,  I  have  the  happiness  to  be  persuaded  that 
the  British  galley  may  remain  in  port,  and  keep 
clear  of  the  squall,  let  it  blow  from  what  comer 
it  may  I    So  much  for  enigmatical  politics ! 
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*^The  Empress  of  Bussia's  journey  must  neces- 
sarily make  a  great  noise  in  Europe,  and  the 
hundred  thousand  soldiers  who  attend  the  pro- 
gress may  perhaps  make  some  stir  in  Turkey. 
We  suppose  that  she  arrived  at  Kiew  on  the  16th 
instant,  and  we  expect  letters  from  thence  every 
hour.  The  Emperor  will  probably  set  out  before 
the  middle  of  March,  and  (without  a  single  soldier 
to  attend  him)  will  probably  join  her  at  Cherson, 
in  the  end  of  April.  Oh  !  that  he  would  tell  a 
body,  when  he  comes  back,  what  he  has  seen  and 
heard. 

**  Yotirs  truly> 

^^E.  M.  K." 

The  above  exclamation  it  is  impossible  to  avoid 
echoing,  notwithstanding  the  amusing  volumes  in 
which  the  witty  Prince  de  Ligne  has  embodied 
the  memorabilia  of  the  brilliant  Crimean  progress ; 
which,  a  mere  matter-of-fact  letter,  dated  Cherson 
(from  Mr.  Fitzherbert>  who  accompanied  the 
Empress  as  British  minister),  informs  Sir  E.  Keith 
was  by  no  means  productive  of  the  same  enthu- 
siasm on  the  Emperor's  part,  as  the  interview  of 
the  sovereigns  some  years  before. 

Equally  impossible  is  it  to  avoid  regretting  the 
unfortunate  destruction  of  Sir  Eobert  Keith's 
letters  to  his  own  family  during  the  whole  reign 
of  a  man,  with  whom  he  enjoyed  (from  his  simple 
unostentatious  habits,  and  avowed  predilection  for 
the  British  envoy)  the  most  unrestrained  facilities 
of  intercourse.     We  learn  (from  the  MS.  journal 
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of  die  same  traveller,  so  often  before  quoted)  that 
Joseph  was  in  the  habit  of  dropping  in  frequently 
at  Madame  de  Pergen's  (where  Sir  Eobert  Keith 
passed  most  of  his  evenings)  with  so  little  state 
or  ceremony,  as  not  even  to  interrupt  the  game 
at  "Ombre"  Which  his  hostess  and  her  guests 
might  be  engaged  in.  **  And  on  these  occasions  " 
(adds  the  narrator,  rather  tantalisingly,)  **the 
Emperor  would  laugh  heartily  with  the  young 
ladies,  and  tell  a  number  of  excellent  stories." 
Most  of  these  have  been  lost  to  posterity,  as  well 
afi  the  particulars  of  a  facetious  conversation,  oc- 
curring on  an  occasion  when  the  same  gentleman* 
was  present.  One  of  them,  however,  has  since 
been  recovered,  and  is  well  worth  narrating :  — 
"  The  Emperor  related  a  circumstance  which  had 
just  happened,  and  which  amused  us  very  much. 
Ohe  of  the  town  prisons  had  been  pulled  down ; 
a  man  purchased  the  ground  where  it  stood ;  built 
a  house  and  shop  there,  and  put  the  Emperor's 
head  for  a  sign.  The  magistrates  of  the  town, 
thinking  it  disgraceful  that  his  Imperial  Majesty's 
head  should  be  exposed  in  a  place  where  male- 
factors had  been  confined,  ordered  it  to  be  taken 
down.  The  man  went  to  the  Emperor,  and  com- 
plaraed  of  the  expense  he  had  been  at,  in  having 
so  fine  a  sign-post  painted,  and  thought  it  hard  it 
should  be  thrown  away.  The  Emperor  did  not 
choose  to  contradict  the  magistrates ;  but  he  told 

*  The  accomplished  and  lamented  E.  Arbuthnot,  Esq.,  after- 
wards Colonial  Secretary  at  Ceylon,  and  brothel  to  the  late  Sir 
W.  Arbuthnot. 
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the  man  to  put  a  beard  on  the  &ce,  and  a  glory 
round  the  head,  which  would  change  it  to  Savnt 
JoBeph.  This  was  accordingly  done ;  I  have  since 
seen  it»  and  I  declare  that  I  think  none  of  the 
pictures  done  for  the  Emperor  are  so  like  him  as 
the  sign  in  its  present  state."  The  following 
account  of  the  writer's  public  introduction,  and 
other  graphic  particulars  of  the  mode  of  life  at 
Vienna,  may  serve  to  atone  to  the  reader  for  the 
loss  of  similar  anecdotes  from  Sir  Bobert's  own 
pen. 

**  Last  Sunday  Sir  Eobert  Keith  presented  me 
and  the  other  English  gentlemen  here  to  the 
Emperor.  We  were  eleven  in  number,  and  the 
suite  of  carriages  which  followed  Sir  Eobert's, 
made  it  look  like  the  procession  of  an  ambassador 
making  his  first  visit.  We  found  the  antechamber 
pretty  crowded,  it  being  the  first  time  the  Em- 
peror has  seen  company  since  his  return  from 
Italy.  We  found  him  standing  alone,  dressed  as 
he  always  is,  in  unifonA,  The  only  ceremony  at 
entrance,  is  making  a  low  bow.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  judge  of  the  other  qualities  of  the  Emperor, 
but  he  certainly  has  as  much  the  look  and  man- 
ners of  a  gentleman  as  ajtiy  person  I  ever  saw. 
He  is  a  very  well-looking  man,  middle  sized,  with 
fair  hair,  and  very  light  blue  eyes.  He  has 
something  so  good-natured  and  frank  in  his  ap- 
pearance and  behaviour,  that  one  feels  perfectly 
easy  in  his  company,  and  even  has  a  desire  to 
enter  into  conversation  with  him.  He  seemed 
very  glad  to  see  Sir  Eobert  again,  and  inquired 
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very  particulaxly  about  his  heatth.  He  asked  us 
from  whence  we  came^  if  directly  from  England, 
or  after  having  made  the  tour  of  £urope ;  said  he 
hoped  we  would  make  a  long  stay  at  Vienna,  and 
would  amuse  ourselves  well  while  we  remained. 

*^  It  being  St.  Thomas's  day  the  Emperor  dined 
in  public  with  ihe  knights  of  the  order  of  Maria- 
Theresa,  instituted  by  the  late  Empress  as  a  re- 
ward for  military  merit/  It  is  something  like 
that  of  St.  Louis  in  France,  but  more  honourable, 
as  confined  to  a  smaller  number,  and  can  be  given 
to  nobody  in  time  of  peace.  It  is  divided  into 
grandcrosses,  commanders,  and  simple  kni^ts; 
the  grand  crosses  only  dine  in  the  same  room 
witii  the  Emperor.  There  are  at  present  only 
four  of  them,  all  officers  of  great  and  distinguished 
character — Marshals  Haddick,  Laudohn,  Lacy, 
and  Nadasti ;  and  it  is  singular  enough,  that  not 
one  of  them  is  a  German ;  for  Lacy  is  an  Irishman, 
Laudohn  (though  bom  in  Livonia)  of  a  Scotdb 
family,  and  the  other  two  are  Hungarians.  The 
Emperor  seemed  to  be  in  high  spirits,  but  did 
not  eat  a  bit  of  an  exceeding  good  dinner  which 
was  set  before  him.  As  soon  as  he  sat  down,  he 
called  Sir  Bobert  Keith  to  stand  by  his  chair,  and 
kept  talkmg  arid  laughing  with  him  all  the  time 
of  dinner.  He  said,  among  oiher  things,  how 
happy  a  sovereign  might  think  himself  to  have 
four  such  generals  as  those  he  saw  before  him ; 
and  added,  that  he  was  ashamed  to  think  he  wa3 
the  only  person  present  who  had  got  that  ribbon 
without  having  done  anything  to  deserve  iL" 
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As  a  contrast  to  the  stiff  and  magnificent  en- 
tertainmentfi  which,  to  the  young  (though  akeady 
far  travelled  and  superior  minded)  observer, 
seemed  intolerably  tedious,  the  following  par- 
ticulars are  given  of  the  free,  unceremonious  style 
of  living,  even  imder  the  Emperor's  roof,  among 
the  Slite  of  Viennese  society  who  formed  his 
country  circle :  —  "  The  Emperor  is  gone  for  three 
weeks  to  Laxemberg,  aiid  Vienna  is  quite  dull  in 
consequence,  for  he  has  carried  off  with  him  all 
the  most  agreeable  people  in  town.  Twenty 
gentlemen  and  twelve  ladies  have  accompanied 
him ;  and  Madame  de  Thun  and  her  two  daughters 
are  of  the  latter  number.  They  pass  their  time 
in  the  pleasantest  manner  possible ;  and  there  is 
not  the  slightest  constraint.  All  lodge  in  the 
palace,  but  are  as  much  at  home  as  if  they  were 
in  their  own  houses.  All  do  as  they  choose  in  the 
mornings,  but  dine  and  sup  together  at  two  tables ; 
at  either  of  which  the  Emperor,  as  it  happens, 
takes  his  seat." 

"A  circumstance  took  place  last  night  which 
will  surprise  those  who  look  upon  Vienna  as  the 
seat  of  form  and  etiquette.  There  was  a  fire-work 
in  the  Prater,  which  finished  about  ten  o'clock. 
Twelve  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  the  very  highest 
rank  in  this  country,  who  met  there,  went  after- 
ward to  sup  in  one  of  the  little  guinguettes,  where 
the  common  people  amuse  themselves.  They 
remained  there  till  midnight,  when,  as  the  night 
was  remarkably  fine,  one  of  the  company  proposed 
that,  instead  of  going  to  bed,  they  should  imme- 
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diately  set  out  for  Laxemberg,  and  pay  a  visit  to 
Madame  de  Thun.  This  plan  being  agreed  to, 
they  got  a  common  waggon,  into  which  they  all 
packed  themselves.  Prince  Louis  Lichtenstein, 
who  was  one  of  the  party,  took  four  horses  from 
his  carriage  and  put  them  to  it.  Another  gentle- 
man drove ;  and  in  this  equipage  they  got  to  Lax- 
emberg about  two  in  the  morning,  drove  straight 
up  to  the  palace,  made  so  much  noise  as  to 
awaken  every  body,  and  having  raised  Madame 
de  Thun  from  her  bed,  remained  with  her  until 
day-break,  when  they  returned  to  Vienna,  and 
went  through  the  streets  in  their  cart,  to  the 
astonishment  of  all  who  saw  them.  I  believe  you 
will  allow  that  there  is  no  other  Court  in  Europe 
where  people  could  take  such  liberty."* 

The  general  style  of  winter  society  in  Vienna  is 
thus  described : — **  Every  night  in  the  week  there 
is  an  assembly  somewhere.  They  begin  about  nine 
o'clock  after  the  play,  and  people  converse  or 
walk  about  till  eleven.  Then  comes  supper, 
which  is  generally  very  splendid ;  indeed  the  great 

*  The  toleration  here  of  similar  harmless  frolics^  and  preva- 
lence of  another  similar  amnsement  styled  a  Barouchadef  in 
which,  in  the  carriages  newly  invented  under  that  name,  large 
parties  of  the  elite  of  Vienna  drove  out  into  the  villages  round 
the  neighbourhood,  to  walk  about,  drink  mUk^  and  dance  under 
the  trees,  may  serve  to  account  for  that  indulgence  in  rural 
pleasures,  and  what  were  in  France  styled  undignified  recreations, 
so  fatal  to  the  Emperor^s  sister,  poor  Marie-Antoinette.  It  is  a 
curious  coincidence  that  the  writer  who  narrates  their  perfect 
impunity  at  Vienna,  should  have  J^en  an  eye-witness  and 
narrator  also  (in  letters  to  Sir  E.  M.  Keith)  of  the  first  cala- 
mitous events  of  the  French  Bevolution. 
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nobility  live  here  in  a  style  of  magnificence,  of 
which  in  England  we  have  no  idea*  I  have 
already  dined  or  supped  at  Count  Hatzfeldt's, 
Prince  Gralitzin's,  the  Marquis  de  Noiailles',  Prince 
Paar's,  Prince  Colloredo's,  and  Prince  Kaunitz's. 
I  was  very  desirous  to  see  this  last  great  politician, 
who,  for  thirty-five  years,  has  governed  the  Grer- 
man  empire  with  absolute  auth(»:ity.  He  is  a 
man  of  superior  abilities,  and  one  of  the  first 
statesmen  that  ever  existed;  but  he  is  at  least 
as  much  distingui^ed  for  his  singularities  and 
oddities  as  for  his  genius  and  talents.  He  is  re- 
markably cold  and  inattentive  to  strangers,  some- 
times scarcely  deigning  to  speak  to  them ;  but  his 
respect  for  Sir  Eobert  Keith  makes,  him  toler- 
ably civil  to  every  person  who  is  presented  by  him. 
The  common  hour  of  dining  at  Vienna  is  half-past 
two,  and  nobody  dines  after  three ;  but  the  rules 
which  are  made  for  the  common  run  of  mankind 
are  not  in  the  least  observed  by  Prince  Kaunitz. 
He  never  sits  down  to  table  until  past  five,  and 
very  often  not  till  night.  This  circumstance  is  very 
inconvenient,  as  nobody  can  know  at  what  time  to 
go  to  him.  The  day  I  first  dined  there,  the  com- 
pany were  assembled  at  half-past  five,  and  it  was 
past  seven  before  he  made  his  appearance,  and  he 
never  thought  of  making  any  apology.** 

THE  DUKE  OF  TOBK  TO  SIB  B.  M.  KEITH. 

"  Hanover,  Jvly  Ist,  1787. 

^'Dear  Sir,        ' 

**I  am   quite  ashamed   of  not  having 
sooner  answered  your  last  very  obliging  letter. 
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but  for  those  last  two  months  1  have  been  so 
continually  travelling  about,  that  it  really  has  not 
been  in  my  power  to  return  you  all  the  thanks  I 
owe  for  the  very  interesting  intelligence  which 
your  letter  contained.  I  am,  I  confess,  exceed- 
ingly anxious  to  know  how  the  interview  between 
the  Emperor  and  Empress  of  Eussia  has  gone  off. 
The  meeting  between  those  two  great  personages 
will  cause  great  alarm  all  over  Europe.  The  last 
time  they  met,  the  great  projects  which  have 
frightened  Germany  so  much  were  first  brought 
upon  the  carpet,  and  every  body  here  fears  this 
interview  is  intended  to  bring  them  to  maturity. 
His  Imperial  Majesty  has  however,  at  present,  his 
hands  full ;  and  it  appears  as  if  it  would  be  no 
easy  matter  to  bring  the  Flanderkins  to  rights 
again. 

"  I  parsed  my  time  very  agreeably  at  Berlin, 
and  cannot  sufficiently  express  how  much  I  was 
flattered  by  the  very  distinguished  manner  in 
which  the  king  behaved  towards  me.  This  day 
three  weeks  I  shall  set  out  upon  my  return  home. 
It  is  not  necessary,  I  am  sure,  to  express  to  you 
how  impatient  I  am  to  return,  as  it  is  near  seven 
long  years  since  I  left  England. 

**  Give  me  leave  to  assure  you,  that  it  is  always 
with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I  think  of  the 
very  agreeable  time  which  I  passed  at  Vienna, 
which  was  certainly  owing  to  the  very  great 
civilities  and  attentions  which  I  received  from 
you;  and  I  shall  be  most  exceedingly  happy 
if  at  any  time  it  is  in  my  power  to  be  of  use 

VOL.  n.  p 


210  THE  BOIIANCE   OF  DIPL0MAC7. 

to  you,  and  tq  prove  to  you  how  sincerely  I  am 
ever, 

"  Dear  Sir, 
"  Yours  most  affectionately, 

"  Feedebick.' 

*^  P,  S. — Is  there  any  probability  of  our  meeting 
in  Old  England?" 

SIB  BALPH  PATNE  TO  SIB  B.    M.   KEITH. 

"LyonSj  November  Istj  1788. 

**Mt  dbab  Sib  Eobebt, 

"  Your  memory  is  as  excellent,  and  as 
much  to  be  depended  on,  in  offices  of  friendship, 
as  it  is  in  events  of  history* ;  nor  has  it  ever  been 

*  The  extensive  acquaintance  with  historical  events  and 
characters  here  alluded  to,  had  earned  for  Sir  E.  M.  Keith,  it 
would  seem,  from  the  following  extract,  an  European  reputation, 
founded  on  his  skilful  practice  (some  say  invention)  of  a  Jeu  de 
JSocietSj  since  a  favourite  one  with  the  late  Mr.  Canning,  under 
the  name  of  the  "  Twelve  **  or  "  Twenty  Questions ; "  by  the 
skilful  proposing  of  which.  Sir  Eobert  was  enabled  to  guess  the 
minutest  particxdar  connected  with  the  most  recondite  person- 
age mentioned  in  sacred  or  secular  history,  A  Mend  from 
Paris  thus  writes :  —  "A  few  days  ago,  I  happened  to  be  in 
company  with  some  French  savans^  when  one  of  them  (Monsieur 
Suard)  hearing  that  I  had  been  at  Vienna,  asked  me  if  I  knew 
anything  of  your  talent  for  guessing,  of  which  he  had  often 
heard,  and  which  he  he  did  not  at  all  comprehend.  I  told  him 
that  I  had  been  witness  to  it  twenty  times ;  and  hAd  myself 
more  than  once  proposed  things  to  you  which  I  thought  ex- 
tremely difficult,  but  which  you  had  discovered  with  the  greatest 
ease.  As  everybody  seemed  most  desirous  of  knowing  how  you 
proceeded,  and  I  recollected  the  questibns  you  asked  of  Monsieur 
de  Souza,  by  which  you  guessed  Don  Jxmn  de  Castro's  whiskers^ 
I  repeated  them.    This  only  served  to  increase  their  astonish- 
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more  an  object  of  admiration  upon  the  latter 
occasion,  than  it  is  of  J^ady  Payne's*  and  my  very 
affectionate  gratitude  upon  the  former.  K  our 
feelings  on  all  your  friendly  and  uniform  atten- 
tions to  us  while  at,  or  since  we  have  left  Vienna, 
were  a  circimistance  of  the  least  degree  of  value 
to  you,  I  would  take  some  pains  to  express  them ; 
but  as  they  can  be  of  no  further  importance  to 
you  than  that  of  giving  you  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  you  have  not  been  lavishing  your 
friendship  on  objects  who  are  not  duly  sensible  of 
its  worth,  I  leave  the  proofs  of  our  desert  of  it  to 
ihe  test  of  time,  which  we  trust  will  not  for  ever 
leave  us  destitute  of  the  power  of  displaying  them. 
**  If  I  make  no  attempt  to  describe  to  you  our 
sentiments  on  this  occasion,  it  is  because  I  know ' 
myself  unequal  to  the  task;  and  because  we 
entertain  the  most  confident  dependence  on  your 
adding  one  more  act  of  friendship  to  the  number- 
less others  we  have  experienced  from  you,  by 
persuading  yourself  that  we  are  destitute  of  no  one 
sentiment  for  you  which  the  heartiest  gratitude, 
the  sincerest  respect,  and  the  most  affectionate 
attachment  can  inspire.  God  bless  you,  my  dear 
Sir,  in  every  step,  wish,  and  circumstance  of  your 

ment ;  and  every  person  allowed  that  the  whole  forty  members 
of  the  French  Academy  could  not  do  as  much.*' 

♦  The  lady,  in  whose  house  in  Grafton-street,  Lord 
Chancellor  Erskine,  on  her  being  taken  ill,  wrote  the  well- 
known  couplet  — 

"  *Ti8  true  I  am  ill,  but  I  need  not  complain, 

For  he  never  knew  pleasure,  who  never  knew  Payne.** 

Sir  Kalph  Payne  afterwards  became  Lord  Lavington. 
P  2 
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life!  May  fortune  strew  your  path  with  her 
choicest  gifts,  go  where  you  wilL  I  speculate 
that  your  first  gomg  will  be  to  England;  and 
though  I  pretend  to  very  little  intuition  into 
the  womb  of  futurity,  the  interest  which  I  take 
in  your  horoscope  tempts  me  to.  hazard  a  guess 
what  will  happen  when  our  ministers  at  home 
lay  their  hands  upon  you  1 

^'  A'propoa  of  such  subjects.  When  I  was  at 
Zurich,  where  I  stayed  a  couple  of  days,  I  paid 
a  visit  to,  and  spent  two  or  three  hours  each  day 
with  Lavater ;  and  I  will  annex  a  memorandum 
which  I  copied  from  his  note-book,  on  Charles 
Fox's  physiognomy,  which  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  about  a  couple  of  months  ago,  at 
Berne,  where  he  met  him  accidently.  Fox  has 
this  autumn  been  making  a  tour  of  Switzerland ; 
whence  he  went  by  Milan  to  Turin,  and  I  expect 
him  here  every  hour.  Adieu,  dear  Sir;  that 
every  real  good  and  pleasant  accessory  may  at- 
tend you,  is  the  sincere  wish  of 

"  Your  very  faithful  and  affectionate  servant, 

''  Ealph  Payne." 

PHTSIOONOm  OF  MB.  FOX  BT  LAYATEB. 

Front — In^ptiisable :  plus  de  richesse  d'idees,  et  d'images,  qae 
je  n*ai  jamais  tu  peint  stir  aucune  physionomie  au  monde. 

SottrciU — Superbes,  regnants,  dominants. 

Nez — MMocre. 

Les  Yetix^Bempha  de  g^nie,  per9ans,  &scinants,  magiqaes. 

Lea  Jottea — Sensnels. 

Bottche — ^Pleine  d'nne  yolnbilit^  snrprenante  et  agr^ble ;  et 
le  baa  da  yisage  donz,  afibble,  sociable. 

(Layateb,  Pinzit) 
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MB.   ABBUTHNOT  TO  SIB  B.   M.   KEITH.* 

**  Parts,  Jtdi/2Sth,  1789. 

*^Mt  dbab  Sib  Eobert, 

"Your  letter  of  the  21st  only  reached 
me  yesterday;  the  delivery  of  letters  for  some 
time  past  has  been  very  irregular,  which,  indeed, 
is  not  much  to  be  wondered  at. 

"  The  revolution  in  the  French  constitution  and 
government  may  now,  I  think,  be  looked  upon 
as  completed,  beyond  all  fear  of  any  further 
attempt  being  made  by  the  Court  party  to  defeat 
it.  The  entrance  of  the  king  into  Paris  was 
certainly  one  of  the  most  humiliating  steps  that 
could  possibly  be  taken.  He  was  actually  led  in 
triumph,  like  a  tame  bear,  by  the  Deputies  and 
the  city  militia.  The  whole  party  inimical  to  the 
rights  of  the  people  are  dispersed.  The  Count 
d'Artois  and  his  whole  family  (except  the  Countess, 
who  is  much  beloved),  the  Condes,  Contis,  Polig- 
nacs,  Breteuils,  and  Vaudreuils,  &c. — are  all  fled ; 
and  people  are  talking  of  confiscating  their  estates. 
The  news  we  have  from  the  provinces  are  much 

*  A  series  of  letters,  from  the  same  gentleman,  to  Sir  R  M. 
Keith,  detailing  from  day  to  day  the  events  and  progress  of  the 
no  longer  solitary  French  Bevolution,  had  been  laid  aside ;  as 
affording,  inevitably,  from  the  voluminous  chronicles  already 
published,  no  new  matter  on  an  exhausted  subject  The  strik- 
ing coincidences,  however,  occurring  in  these  unstudied  epistles, 
between  its  first  steps  and  those  of  that  third  convulsion,  which 
we  have  recently  witnessed,  has  suggested  the  insertion  of  one 
of  them,  which  (but  for  the  "  shadow  with  a  kingly  crown," 
which  it  still  represents  as  existing  upon  sufferance)  might  be 
read  as  a  newspaper  paragraph  of  1848 ! 
P  3 
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more  favourable  than  could  have  been  expected. 
Everywhere  the  people  and  the  soldiers  seem  to 
have  been  animated  with  the  same  spirit.  In 
Brittany,  where  the  greatest  apprehensions  were 
entertained,  the  soldiers  refused  to  obey  their 
officers,  and  many  of  them  joined  the  people. 
Fifty  thousand  Bretons  were  in  arms,  ready  to 
march  to  the  assistance  of  the  Parisians;  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  king  had  not  come 
round,  they  would  not  have  left  a  nobleman's 
house  standing  in  the  whole  province.  There 
certainly  never  was  an  instance  of  so  astonishing 
a  revolution  operated  almost  without  bloodshed; 
and  without  the  people  being  led  on  by  any  leader 
or  any  party,  but  merely  by  the  general  diffusion 
of  reason  and  philosophy. 


^^P.S.' — A  friend  of  mine  (on  whose  opinion  I 
place  reliance,)  Vice-president  of  one  of  the 
districts,  has  just  come  to  me,  and  advised  me  to 
leave  Paris  without  delay.  A  number  of  ridiculous 
reports  have  been  propagated,  of  the  English  giv- 
ing money  to  the  mob,  with  a  view  of  increasing 
the  disturbances.  Although  inclined  to  think  my 
informant's  apprehensions  groundless,  yet^  in  con- 
sideration of  those  which  may  be  felt  by  the 
friends  of  Sir  John  B.,  I  shall  follow  the  advice ; 
I  have  accordingly  ordered  post-horses,  and  shall 
be  off  in  an  hour. 

"  Yours,  &c., 

^^R.A." 
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MB.   HOWARD  TO  SIR  R,   M.   KEITH. 

*' Petersburg^  September  Sth,  1789. 

«  Sir, 

"  I  hope  your  Excellency  is  well.  Since 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I  have  visited 
Amsterdam,  Osnaburgh,  Hanover,  Berlin,  Eiga> 
&c,  &c.  I  leave  this  city  for  Moscow  next 
week. 

I  stop  there  about  a  fortnight  and  proceed  to 
Warsaw,  Presburg,  and  Trieste.  All  intercourse 
with  Turkey  is  now  finally  stopped  at  the  Black 
Sea. 

*^I  receive,  by  your  letter,  all  possible  attention 
from  Mr.  Whitworth,  who  has  been  so  kind  as  to 
procure  me  a  courier's  pass,  by  which  I  go 
smoothly  on,  without  stopping  for  horses ;  which 
is  often  the  case  when  there  are  ten  or  twelve  in 
the  stable  at  the  post-houses. 

*^  I  would.  Sir,  request  a  pass  for  myself  and 
one  English  servant,  which  will  enable  me  to  pass 
with  more  security  and  comfort  through  the 
Emperor's  country. 

"  With  the  truest  esteem  and  regard, 
^*  Your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 
"John  Howard." 

The   following  and  concluding  letter  derives 
a  melancholy  interest  from  being,  if  not  the  last, 
probably  one  of  the  very  last,  ever  penned  by  the 
philanthropic  writer :  — 
p  4 
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MB.   HOWABD  TO  SIB  B.   M.   KEITH. 

"  Chirson,  November  2Zd,  1789. 
«SlB, 

**  I  have  received  your  kind  letter  with 
the  passport.  Had  I  come  by  Fresburg,  I  should 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  pay  my  respects  to 
your  Excellency ;  but  I  found  the  hospitals  in  sad 
disorder  in  the  north  of  Sussia,  aod  being  assured 
that  70,000  recruits,  sailors  and  soldiers,  died  in 
them  last  year,  determined  me  to  visit  the  army 
and  navy  hospitals  in  the  south.  Here,  I  find 
them  much  worse ;  and  265  died  at  Wilowska  out 
of  about  1500,  last  month. 

*^  I  purpose  next  month  making  the  tour  of  the 
Crimea,  and  staying  at  Sevastopol  some  weeks,  as 
the  marine  hospital  is  there :  and  shall  take  the 
first  opportunity  of  crossing  into  Turkey.  This 
country  wants  the  zeal  and  attention  of  the 
Emperor,  in  whose  success  and  happiness  I  exult. 
With  much  esteem,  and  my  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments for  your  very  kind  and  constant 
attention, 

**  I  have  the  pleasure  to  subscribe  myself,  &c.  &c. 

"John  Howabd." 


In  closing,  with  the  above  remarkable  letter,  the 
series  of  Sir  E.  M.  Keith's  miscellaneous  corre- 
spondence, the  editor  can  only  regret  that  more 
ample  materials  for  selection  than  the  fragmentary 
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portions,  and  detached  specimens  alone  preserved, 
were  not  at  her  command. 

Had  the  unbroken  correspondence  of  the  writer 
with  his  own  family  been  extant  instead  of  a  few 
scattered  epistles,  which  seem  to  have  owed  their 
preservation  chiefly  to  the  buoyancy  of  the  lighter 
matters  of  which  they  treat — many  anecdotes 
regarding  persons,  and  remarks  concerning  events 
occurring  in  Austria,  now  discreetly  suppressed, 
might  have  ministered  amusement  to  the  curiosity 
of  the  reader. 

But  in  drawing  it  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  too 
freely,  on  the  scanty  relics  treasured  by  the  aflfec- 
tion  of  a  few  faithful  friends  of  ^*  sixty  years  ago," 
the  editor  has  at  least  the  satisfaction  of  reflecting, 
that  no  sentiment  has  found  a  place  not  calculated 
either  to  enhance  respect  or  create  regard  for 
its  long  unconscious  writer ;  or  to  throw  light,  in 
some  one  or  other  of  its  various  phases,  on  a  cha- 
racter whose  like  the  widely-altered  features  of 
society  make  improbable  we  shall  ever  look  upon 
again.  This  last  opinion,  it  is  believed,  the 
graver  succeeding  portion  of  the  work  (embracing 
Sir  E.  M.  Keith's  inedited  political  transactions) 
will  rather  verify  than  disprove. 


The  journey  of  Sir  E.  Murray  Keith  to  his 
native  country  in  1788-9,  not,  as  we  have  seen 
him  frequently  anticipate,  on  an  excursion  of 
pleasure,  to  recruit  his  jaded  spirits  among  a 
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chosen  set  of  friends,  but  to  vindicate,  by  viva 
voce  representations,  his  own  honour  and  that  of 
the  service  he  had  so  deeply  at  heart,  from  a 
course  of  official  neglect  which  he  had  long 
vainly  deprecated  in  writing,  forms  an  episode  so 
truly  illustrative  of  his  character,  that  its  personal 
nature  would  scarcely  justify  even  an  iminterested 
biographer  for  withholding  it.  On  one,  with  whom 
the  earnest  and  truthful  delineation  of  the  man, 
yet  more  than  of  the  minister,  is  a  paramount 
consideration,  it  seems  imperative  to  contrast  the 
prevailing  bonhommie  and  good  humour  which 
formed  such  prominent  features  in  the  character 
of  Sir  E.  M.  Keith,  with  the  keen,  yet  dignified 
assertion  of  his  public  and  private  rights,  which 
circumstances,  happily  rare,  could  call  forth;  to 
prove,  what  the  general  strain  of  his  correspon- 
dence might  have  led  some  almost  to  doubt,  that 
he  who,  as  had  been  said  of  him  while  in  Den- 
mark, could  "browbeat  one  queen  in  rescue  of 
another,"  could  beard  a  minister  (one,  too,  with 
whom  he  had  lived  for  years  in  private  as  well  as 
public  good  fellowship)  when  his  own  honour  and 
his  master's  interests  were  at  stake. 

Nor,  firm,  determined,  nay  bold,  perhaps,  be- 
yond ministerial  precedent,  as  was  the  tenor  of 
those  communications,  (whose  anomalous  nature, 
at  once  official  and  personal,  will  serve  as  a  transi- 
tion link  between  the  private  and  public  portions 
of  the  present  correspondence,)  is  it  less  honour- 
able to  either  party — the  official  superior  or  the 
remonstrating  envoy — that  when  all  had  ended 


THE   ROMANCE  OF  DIPLOMACY^  219; 

triumphantly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  latter,  no 
leaven  of  remaining  bitterness  seems — spite  of  an 
encounter  of  words  so  sharp  and  menacing  —  to 
have  lingered  in  the  breast  of  the  party  addressed 
with  such  unministerial  boldness.  That,  with  the 
occasion,  ^11  trace  of  it  vanished  from  the  kind, 
frank  nature  of  the  writer,  none  who  have  read 
his  heart  in  his  letters  can  for  a  moment  doubt. 

The  minister,  under  whom  Sir  E.  M.  Keith  was 
at  this  time  serving  (the  tenth  Secretary  of  State, 
with  whom  his  twenty-seven  years  of  diplomatic 
life  had  brought  him  in  contact)  was  the  Marquis 
of  Caermarthen,  afterwards  Duke  of  Leeds  ;  who, 
like  all  his  predecessors,  had  testified  towards  Sir 
Kobert  not  merely  uniform  approbation  and  a 
high  appreciation  of  his  political  conduct,  but  a 
warmth  of  personal  intimacy,  which  a  few  familiar 
epistles,  of  a  nature  rarely  emanating  from  Down- 
ing Street,  survive  to  attest. 

Whether,  however,  from  constitutional  indo- 
lence, or  that  absorption  in  the  interests  of  party 
at  home,  to  which  Walpole  and  others  remark  the 
foreign  relations  of  England  to  have  been  fre- 
quently sacrificed,  her  representative  at  the  Court, 
of  Vienna  (happily  for  her  and  himself  no  novice) 
was  frequently  left  for  months  together  without  a 
word  in  answer  to  his  voluminous  and  valuable 
despatches,  or  a  ray  of  light  as  to  the  views  and 
intentions  of  government,  to  guide  his  steps 
through  the  crooked  and  perplexing  mazes  of 
Austrian  politics.  His  complaints  on  this  subject, 
however  well  founded,  partook  for  long  of  his 
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wonted  good  humour  and  forbearance ;  nor  did 
these,  be  it  observed,  even  while  offensively  dis- 
regarded, abate  one  jot  of  the  zeal  and  minuteness 
with  which  he  continued  to  forward  information 
of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  then  critical  state 
of  Europe. 

Of  the  quality  and  value  of  these  communica- 
tions, the  specimen,  perhaps,  most  acceptable  to 
the  reader*,  will  be  found  in  the  despatch  contain- 
ing the  graphic  record  of  one  of  the  frequent 
confidential  conversations  which  the  Emperor 
Joseph,  during  his  whole  reign,  was  in  the  habit 
of  holding  with  the  British  Envoy ;  who,  having 
hailed  the  auspicious  dawn  of  a  sway  from  which 
so  much  was,  alas !  in  vain,  anticipated,  had  re- 
tained a  predilection  for  the  man  long  after  he 
had  ceased  to  approve  the  monarch. 

How  soon  the  halcyon  prospects  held  out  by 
the  accession  of  Joseph  were  clouded  by  his  pre- 
cipitate attempts  to  press  on  his  subjects  unwel- 
come reforms,  and  how  totally  they  were  obscured 
by  his  later  efiForts  to  force  those  innovations  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  is  too  well  known. 

But  perhaps  volumes —and  these  have  been 
written  on  the  subject — could  not  better  paint  the 
anomalies  of  the  Prince's  character,  the  results  of 
a  narrow  and  despotic  education,  blending  with 
the  headlong  adoption  of  every  crude  and  imtried 
theory  of  modern  innovation — ^than  they  exhibit 

*  Peculiarly  bo  perhaps  at  a  period,  resembling  in  so  many 
of  its  features  that  which  formed  the  subject  of  the  then 
Austrian  Emperor^s  confidential  talk. 
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themselves  in  a  conversation,  which,  while  it 
evinces  the  spirit  of  tyranny,  which  resistance  to  his 
plans  had  by  this  period  developed  and  matured, 
does  justice  at  the  same  time  to  the  sincerity  of 
purpose  with  which  they  were  viewed  as  beneficial 
by  their  author. 

Joseph,  it  may  be  mentioned,  then  fresh  from 
his  recent  brilliant  progress  through  the  Crimea 
with  his  favourite  ally,  the  Empress  Catherine — 
courted  by  France — flushed  with  the  expected  sub- 
mission of  his  revolted  Flemish  subjects— and 
about  to  set  out  on  a  campaign  of  anticipated  tri- 
umph over  the  Turks  (the  fatigues  and  disasters 
of  which,  on  the  contrary,  combined  with  the  dis- 
appointment of  his  political  projects  to  give  his 
yet  unbroken  health  a  blow  firom  which  it  never 
recovered),  held  perhaps  for  the  last  time,  in  this 
interview,  the  haughty  and  exulting  language, 
which  adverse  events,  and  the  approach  of  the 
great  teacher.  Death,  led  him,  happily  for  himself 
and  his  subjects,  to  retract,  during  the  last  hours 
of  a  lingering  and  painful,  but  firmly  supported, 
illness. 

[Most  Secret] 
SIR  R.  M.  KEITH  TO  THE  MARQUIS  OF  CAERMARTHEN. 

"  FiennOy  August  Zrdy  1787. 

"Mt  Lord, 

**  On  Sunday  last,  I  had  the  honour  to 
present  three  English  .gentlemen  to  the  Emperor. 
At  the  moment  when  he  dismissed  them,  I  took 
occasion  to  mention  to  the  monarch  a  book  which 
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I  had  sent  him  the  day  before  from  the  worthy 
and  beneficent  Mr.  Howard,  relating  to  the  im- 
provement of  public  prisons  and  hospitals. 

"  As  soon  as  my  countrymen  had  left  the  Em- 
peror's closet,  and  I  foimd  myself  aJone  with  him, 
I  asked  his  leave  to  acquit  myself  of  a  commis- 
sion which  I  had  in  express  charge  from  my 
sovereign.  The  Emperor  said  *By  all  means,* 
and  in  the  most  afifable  manner  he  led  me  by  the 
arm  to  the  upper  end  of  the  room.  I  then  ex- 
pressed to  his  Imperial  Majesty  (in  an  almost 
literal  translation  into  French  of  the  phrases 
contained  in  your  lordship's  despatch)  the  very 
friendly  sentiments  of  his  Majesty;  his  real  con- 
cern for  the  actual  troubles  in  the  Low  Countries, 
and  his  wish  that  no  evil  consequences  arising 
out  of  them  may  disturb  the  prosperity  of  the 
Emperor's  reign,  or  weaken  his  power. 

*^  I  saw  very  visibly,  by  the  ISmperor's  counte- 
nance, that  this  message  gave  him  sincere  pleasure. 
He  again  laid  hold  of  my  arm,  and  said,  *  I  am 
greatly  obliged  to  the  king  for  a  declaration  so 
amiable,  and  I  desire  you  to  make  known  to  your 
sovereign  the  just  sense  I  entertain  of  its  value. 
His  Britannic  Majesty  knows,  by  his  own  expe- 
rience, that  it  is  the  unhappy  lot  of  monarchs  to 
see  their  upright  intentions  frequently  misappre- 
hended, their  views  wilfully  misconstrued,  and 
their  principles  calumniated.  He  has  seen  the 
subjects  of  his  distant  dominions  abandon  their 
duty  and  allegiance,  from  false  notions  of  liberty, 
and  through  the  instigations  of  factious,  selfish. 
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and  artful  men.  What  have  they  gained, — even 
by  the  success  of  their  audacious  enterprise? — 
only  anarchy  and  confusion. 

"*  I  have  lately  seen  my  subjects  in  the  Nether- 
lands on  the  very  brink  of  open  rebellion,  from 
the  frantic  adoption  of  views  which  have  been 
artfully  and  incessantly  instilled  into  their  minds 
by  designing  lawyers,  bigotted  priests,  and  a  few 
men  of  higher  birth,  who  are  newfangled  dabblers 
in  what  they  call  patriotism.  The  feebleness  of  my 
government  in  the  Low  Countries  had,  by  timid 
and  unwarrantable  concessions,  in  a  manner  en- 
couraged the  arrogant  demands  of  my  subjects, 
and  by  yielding  a  ready  consent  to  every  en- 
croachment on  my  rights,  the  governors  at  length 
left  to  the  Flemish  leaders  no  other  difficulty 
save  that  of  inventing  new  pretensions.  The 
only  excuse  those  governors  ofiFered  for  their 
conduct  was  the  solemn  asseveration,  repeated  in 
every  despatch,  that  this,  and  this,  and  this  must 
be  conceded ;  otherwise  the  Low  Countries  would 
be  inevitably  and  irrecoverably  lost  to  the  House 
of  Austria.  /  never  felt  that  danger;  I  never 
foresaw,  and  still  less  confirmed  the  concessions 
which,  being  granted  by  persons  invested  with  no 
sort  of  authority  to  relinquish  any  of  the  rights 
of  sovereignty,  are  in  themselves  null  and  void. 
The  steps  I  have  already  taken,  have  in  some 
degree  opened  the  eyes  of  the  Flemish  nation, 
and  I  trust  that  I  shall  be  able  to  bring  them 
back  to  reason  and  justice.  I  am  sensible  that  it 
is  an  arduous  task,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  flatter 
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myself  too  soon;  but  certainly,  with  the  hearty 
desire  of  sparing  fools  and  detecting  knaves,  I 
hope  to  convince  the  Flemish  that  I  meant  them 
no  harm,  and  that  an  equitable  line  ought  to  be 
drawn  between  legal  prerogative  and  constitutional 
principles.' 

*^  All  this  was  said  very  rapidly ;  and  the  Em- 
peror, changing  the  subject,  proceeded  as  follows : 
— *  Your  sovereign  has  a  good  deal  of  work  on  his 
hands  in  a  neighbouring  quarter.  He  is  engaged 
in  a  ticklish  discussion  with  the  Court  of  France, 
in  relation  to  the  aiSFairs  of  Holland.' 

*^  This  I  acknowledged,  and  in  the  precise  lan- 
guage of  your  lordship's  despatch  I  represented, 
ftdly  and  fairly y  the  state  of  that  business, 
assuring  his  Imperial  Majesty  that  I  was  ordered 
to  make  to  him  every  commimication  upon  that 
subject  which  he  should  think  proper  to  require; 
as  my  Court  was  fully  persuaded  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  that  Eepublic  and  the  maintenance 
of  its  ancient  constitution,  were  matters  of  very 
essential  importance  to  the  House  of  Austria. 

*^  The  Emperor  (without  departing  a  single  in- 
stant from  that  good-humoured  affability  which 
had  reigned  in  his  conversation)  replied,  in  a  tone 
bordering  on  jocular  irony ,  *  Independence  I  yes ! 
and  old  constitution,  if  you  please,  too.  But 
whatever  concern  foreign  powers  may  have  in 
keeping  the  Dutch  Eepublic  from  falling  to  pieces, 
it  can  be  of  little,  very  little  importance,  indeed, 
to  any  other  crowned  heads  save  those  who  are 
related  by  blood  or  affinity  to  the  Prince  of 
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Orange,  whether  there  is,  or  is  not,  a  Stadtholder 
in  Holland;  or,  granting  a  magistrate  of  that 
denomination  shall  exist,  whether  his  powers  are 
enlarged  or  curtailed.' 

"I  replied,  that  to  me  it  appeared  perfectly 
clear  that  the  maintenance,  not  only  of  the  forms, 
but  the  principles  of  the  ancient  constitution  of 
Holland  was,  in  a  very  high  degree,  interesting 
to  his  Imperial  Majesty;  as  that  very  faction 
which  now  governs  the  province  of  Holland,  and 
from  the  most  wicked  motives  oppresses  the 
Prince  of  Orange  and  overturns  every  fundamental 
law,  has  eagerly  sought  to  spread  the  same  in- 
fectious spirit  of  licentious  democracy  and  wild 
innovation  among  their  neighbours  the  Flemings, 
whom  they  would  have  assisted  with  all  their 
might,  in  their  resistance  to  his  government,  if 
these  lawless  demagogues  had  remained  masters 
at  home.  I  ended  by  saying,  that  his  Imperial 
Majesty's  ancestors  had  experienced  the  value  of 
that  friendship  which  the  Eepublic,  under  a  well- 
ordered  government,  could  lend ;  and  that  (in  my 
humble  opinion)  the  actual  situation  of  things 
rendered  that  consideration  to  the  full  as  weighty 
now  as  at  any  former  period.  The  Emperor, 
after  attentively  listening,  resimied  to  this  ef- 
fect:— 

*^  *  I  will  readily  grant  you.  Sir,  that  the  patriots^ 
as  they  are  pleased  to  call  themselves,  in  Holland, 
have  been  extremely  desirous  to  make  proselytes 
to  their  doctrines  every  where.  But  it  is  not 
from  them  alone  that  my  subjects  in  the  Nether- 
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lands  have  borrowed  the  spirit  of  turbulent  and 
mistaken  patriotism.  It  is  flaming  forth  in  every 
petty  state  of  that  quarter  of  Europe.  Not  only 
at  Li^ge,  at  Spa,  and  at  Aix4a-Chapelle,  but  even 
in  the  Princess  Cunegunda  of  Saxony's  Abbey  of 
Essen  1  Nay,  let  me  tell  you,'  continued  the 
Emperor,  *but  only  in  the  way  of  confidential 
conversation,  that  the  King  of  France  has  acted 
very  unwisely ^  not  to  use  a  harsher  term,  to  have 
sown  the  seeds  of  that  fructifying  doctrine  in 
his  own  dominions ;  by  his  late  asserribly  of  the 
Notables — he  may  expect  the  inevitable  growth 
of  them  throughout  the  whole  of  his  future 
reign. 

**  *  I  have  different  notions  about  all  that,'  pur- 
sued the  monarch,  *  and  I  am  determined  to  act 
in  consequence  of  them.  Yet  I  can  lay  my  hand 
upon  my  heart  and  affirm,  that  I  have  not  the 
smallest  wish  to  infringe  the  just  liberties  of  any 
set  of  men  in  any  part  of  my  dominions.  As  to 
the  value  of  Dutch  friendship  or  enmity,  I  will 
only  say,  that  the  ideas  you  allude  to  are  foimded 
upon  principles  of  other  times,  and  which  are 
now  wholly  altered.  Who  amongst  our  prede- 
cessors would  have  foretold,  or  even  believed,  if 
another  had  predicted  it,  that  Austria  and  France 
would  at  this  time  be  in  alliance  ?  Yet  you  see 
that  it  is  true,  and  that  Holland  is  the  ally  of 
France,  and  has  lately  proved  it  by  waging  bitter 
war  against  England  ?' 

"  I  replied,  that  our  ancestors  had  lost  nothing 
in  my  estimation  from  not  having  foreseen  events 
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SO  highly  vm/probable  on  every  account.  Before 
I  could  well  make  the  remark,  his  Majesty  gare 
another  turn  to  the  conversation  by  saying 
abruptly y  *  There  is  a  new  piece  of  intelligence 
respecting  the  Dutch  affairs.  We  have  learned 
that  the  King  of  Prussia  is  marching  an  army 
towards  that  country,  and  report  saySy  in  concert 
with  the  King  of  England,  who  is  to  take  Hessians 
into  his  pay,  and  lend  his  Prussian  Majesty  his 
Hanoverian  troop^.' 

**  I  answered,  that  though  the  second  part  of  this 
intelligence  wao,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
without  foundation,  the  former  part  of  it  was 
certainly  true.  That  the  march  of  a  corps  of 
Prussian  troops  seemed  to  me  a  very  natural  and 
justifiable  measure,  in  order  to  obtain  satisfaction 
for  an  egregious  insult  offered  to  that  monarch's 
sister ;  an  affair  which  I  held  to  be  wholly  separate 
from  the  other  disputes  in  the  republic,  which 
France,  England  and  Prussia,  all  appeared  desirous 
to  terminate  by  joint  mediation. 

"  *  Insult  I  insult ! '  resumed  the  monarch,  *  that 
is  an  excellent  word,  and  serves  the  purpose 
admirably  when  a  pretext  is  wanted  for  sending 
troops  into  Holland.  That  the  Dutch  Burgo- 
masters are  uncourtly  towards  ladies,  must  be 
acknowledged ;  but  between  you  and  I,  Sir,  the 
real  state  of  the  case  appears  to  me  to  be  this : 
The  States  of  Holland  are  unquestionably  masters 
in  their  own  country.  They  alone  have  the  right 
to  judge  whether  the  wife  of  the  Prince  of  Orange 
(a  prince  in  their  service,  and  now  at  open  war 
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with  them)  may  make  a  visit  to  the  Hagae  with- 
out any  danger  to  their  government.  If  they 
thought  she  could  not,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
who  can  justly  find  a  crime  in  their  desiring  to 
be  excused  receiving  it.  The  manner  may  have 
been  improper,  the  act  is  itself  justifiable.'  * 

**  I  begged  the  Emperor's  pardon  for  owning  tiiat 
I  saw  that  matter  in  a  very  different  light.  Upon 
which  he  said,  *  It  is  indeed  superfluous  to  dwell 

*  Among  the  inconsistencies  of  Joseph,  few  are  more  striking 
than  this  rindication,  bj  a  monarch  bent  on  quelling  hy  force 
insoirectionaiy  moTements  in  his  own  adjoining  dominions,  of 
ML  act  of  gross  outrage,  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch  leaders  towards 
the  wife  of  a  Prince,  whom  this  democnUic  despot  is  pleased  f  o 
style  their  "  Magistrate/'  The  Prince  of  Orange  haying  been 
obliged  to  return  to  Nimeguen,  the  Princess,  whether  fix>m  a  con- 
fidence in  her  abilities  (which  were  nniTersallj  acknowledged), 
or  in  the  influence  which  mi^t  be  deriyed  from  her  sex  and 
dignity,  adopted  the  resolution  of  proceeding  down  from  Kime- 
gaen  to  the  Hague,  with  the  view  of  entering  into  personal 
negotiation  with  the  adverse  party.  But  the  spectacle  of  a 
princess,  allied  to  one  of  the  greatest  royal  houses,  after  being 
reduced  to  fly  from  her  country,  nobly  rushing  back  and  com- 
mitting herself  to  the  mercy  of  hostile  Actions,  to  plead  the 
cause  of  her  husband  and  children,  was  not  to  be  rashly  risked 
among  a  people,  a  great  portion  of  whom  were  still  attached  to 
the  House  of  Granga  The  Princess,  accompanied  only  by  one 
lady.  Count  Bertrand,  and  an  officer  or  two,  was  rudely  arrested 
by  a  burgher  guard,  who  exhibited  the  exultation  and  disorder 
of  a  banditti  who  had  seized  a  rich  prey ;  and  by  their  noise  so 
startled  the  horses  in  the  Princesses  carriage,  that  she  narrowly 
escaped  being  oyertumed  into  one  of  the  canals.  She  and  her 
suite  were  then  dragged  about  as  prisoners  till  about  seven  in 
the  evening ;  when  on  arriving  at  a  small  inn,  the  captain  of  the 
free  corps  accompanied  the  Princess  into  her  room,  with  his 
sword  drawn  in  his  hand,  and  sitting  cross-legged  by  her  side, 
ordered  wine,  beer,  pipes,  and  tobacco  I 
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upon  this  point,  wWch  is  foreign  to  Tne.*  Let  us 
then,'  proceeded  he,  *  return  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Netherlands,  in  order  that  I  may  give  you  some 
idea  of  what  I  expect  from,  thence,  and  of  the  plan 
of  conduct  I  have  laid  down  to  myself.' 

**  In  pursuance  of  this  very  gracious  intention, 
his  Imperial  Majesty  entered  into  a  very  long 
detail  of  circumstances,  which  I  must  abridge,  in 
order  not  to  swell  this  letter  to  an  enormous 
bulk.  He  said  it  was  a  clear  maxim  with  him 
that  there  could  be  no  a&paratey  still  less  any 
repugnant  interests  between  sovereign  and  sub- 
ject. That  he  had  never  entertained  the  most 
distant  idea  of  enslaving  the  Flemings.  Had 
such  a  purpose  existed,  he  would  have  taken  the 
opportimity  when,  at  the  end  of  the  Dutch  quarrel, 
he  had  sixty  thousand  soldiers  in  that  country. 
That  his  journey  to  the  Crimea  at  the  moment 
when  the  new  arrangements  and  reformation  of 
the  Courts  of  Justice  were  to  be  introduced, 
afforded  a  positive  proof  that  he  had  no  oppressive 
views.  That  he  expected  the  deputies  would  soon 
arrive  at  Vienna,  but  without  full  power  to 
conclude  anything.  ^Perhaps,'  said  he,  Hhey 
will  bring  along  with  them  a  pretty  large  share  of 
grievances,  and  a  still  larger  one  of  obstinacy.^ 
That,  nevertheless,  as  he  had  nothing  to  disguise 

*  Little  did  even  Joseph's  lately  uttered  prognostics  on  French 
af&irs  enable  him  to  foresee,  that  within  three  short  years  a 
sister  of  his  own  would  be  exposed  to  similar  insult  and  deten- 
tion, not  in  an  attempt  to  re-enter,  but  to  escape  from  a  kingdom 
where  her  life  was  in  danger ! 
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and  had  never  yet  found  plain  sense  and  honest 
purpose  unperanasive,  he  thought  he  should  per- 
suade the  deputies  of  two  things :  First,  the  con- 
stitution of  their  different  provinces  had  been 
(notwithstanding  its  boasted  excellence)  extremely 
faulty  in  its  first  principles,  and  palpably  inade- 
quate to  establish  and  enforce  salutary  laws  for 
the  general  good,  strict  order  and  responsibility 
in  matters  of  finance,  and  an  impartial,  as  well  as 
prompt  distribution  of  justice  in  the  different 
courts  of  law.  Secondly,  that  the  States  had  proved 
themselves  neither  prudent  nor  in  fact  upright 
guardiai^  of  Hie  public  purse;  seeing  that  the 
Board  of  Treasury  (chosen  by  Hiemselves)  had 
never,  in  the  course  of  forty-four  years,  balanced 
or  settled  a  single  accompty  or  known  with  cer- 
tainty the  trutii  of  their  own  pecunary  situation. 
That  upwards  of  five  hundred  petitions  or  remon- 
strances (of  which  he  would  produce  a  list)  given 
into  his  own  harids  during  his  journey  through 
the  Low  Countries,  would  demoThstrate  that  their 
system  of  jurisdiction  had  been  tardy,  partial,  and 
inefficacious ;  and  that  in  reforming  the  law  courts 
he  had  rendered  the  Flemings  an  essential  service. 
That  if  he  could  be  capable,  of  wishing  to  make 
her  subjects  in  those  provinces  smart  for  their 
present  errors,  he  could  do  it,  by  leaving  them  in 
the  hands  of  their  blood-sucking  lawyers,  the  real 
pests  of  their  country.  That  he  was  determined, 
when  he  met  the  deputies,  to  debate  every  point 
with  them  coolly,  but  was  equally  resolved  to  be 
bullied  into  none ;  as  he  sincerely  respected  every 


THE   KOMANCE   OF  DIPLOMACY.  231 

real  tod  essential  article  of  their  constitution. 
That  this  point  once  agreed  on,  sovereign  and 
subject  ought  (and  he  hoped  would)  go  hand  in 
hand  in  regenerating  good  orfier  and  respect  for 
law  in  every  department  and  comer  of  the 
country. 

"  ^  With  these  principles  and  views,'  continued 
he,  *  I  am  persuaded  I  Ought  to  succeed ;  and  the 
more  so  as  both  I  and  my  subjects  are  by  this 
time  equally  convinced  that  their  means  of  resist- 
ance are  much  inferior  to  their  former  boastings. 
First  of  all,  they  thought  it  morally  impossible 
that  from  their  local  situation,  and  other  imagi- 
nary advantages,  I  should  ever  attempt  to  reduce 
them  hy  force.  Secondly,  if  I  undertook  to  do  so, 
they  were  to  raise  and  pay  a  jpowerful  army;  to 
send  it  to  the  Ehine,  and  to  defend  the  passage  of 
that  river  against  my  troops.  Thirdly,  as  that  pro- 
ject  grew  stale,  and  appeared  to  themselves  imprac- 
ticable, they  were  at  last  resolved  to  fortify  every 
pass,  every  rivulet>  and  every  cottage,  and  to  fight 
for  their  country  step  hy  step.  I  leave  you  to  judge. 
Sir,  of  the  practicability  of  either  of  these  schemes. 
My  language  in  regard  to  their  possible  resistance 
has  been  this :  "  You  say,  gentlemen,  that  I  am  to 
lose  the  Netherlands  for  ever ;  I  tell  you  in  return, 
that  my  monarchy  is  indivisibley  and  that  I  will 
risk  the  whole  of  it  to  preserve  it  entire.  I  should 
be  truly  sorry  to  order  a  single  musket  to  be  fired 
against  any  subject  of  my  own.  But  before  you 
dispose  of  my  provinces  so  lightly,  pray  recollect 
what  force  you  have  to  cope  with ;  and  be  assured 
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that  that  force  shall  be  fully  and  strenuously  exerted 
to  bring  you  to  your  senses.  You  threaten  me 
with  emigrations ;  I  shall  be  sorry  for  them ;  but 
valuable  subjects  and  industrious  men  do  not 
emigrate*,  and  your  soil  and  your  situation  are  in 
every  respect  too  good  and  comfortable  for  you  to 
abandon  them  lightly.  The  monied  men,"  say  you, 
"  will  quit  the  country  :  no  such  thing ;  monied 
men  know  their  own  interests,  and  I  will  make  it 
clearly  theirV  to  remain  where  they  are.  You  per- 
haps think  you  may  indulge  a  little  spirit  of 
anarchy,  and  even  try  the  weapons  of  rebellion 
without  the  dread  of  any  fatal  consequences ;  and 
that  you  can  throw  them  aside  when  you  are  tired 
of  them.  In  relation  to  this  last  point,  I  make  to 
you,  gentlemen,  this  explicit  declaration.  My  sub- 
jects shall  never  have  just  cause  to  suspect  me  of 
being  ambitious  to  grasp  at  inordinate  power.  They 
shall  never  be  driven  to  extreme  and  violent 
measures  by  any  voluntary  act  of  mine.  But  that 
they  may  know  what  they  have  to  expect  in  all 
possible  cases,  it  is  fit  that  you,  gentlemen,  should 
previously  understand  my  notions  in  regard  to 
every  species  of  conquest. 

"  * "  Should  the  chance  of  war  render  me  master 
of  a  province  wrested  from  an  enemy,  and  relin- 
quished to  me  without  any  conditional  stipulations, 
I  should  think  it  my  duty  to  respect  private  pro- 
perty, and  the  general  laws  and  customs,  when  they 

*  The  well-read  Joseph  had  sxirely  forgotten  the  revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantes,  and  the  ancestors  of  those  very  Flemings 
transporting  themselves  to  England. 
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did  not  manifestly  clash  with  my  system  of  govern- 
ment. But  if  any  province  of  my  monarchy 
should  (which  Heaven  avert)  ever  wield  against 
me  the  sword  of  rebellion,  and  that  I  should 
succeed  in  re-conquering  it  by  the  same  weapon, 
I  publicly  declare  that  I  should  look  upon  the 
entire  property  of  every  individual,  of  every  rank 
and  condition,  who  had  taken  up  arms  against 
my  government,  as  irretrievably  forfeited  to  the 
Crown ;  and  the  whole  laws,  privileges,  and  insti- 
tutions of  that  country,  wholly  and  solely  at  my 
disposition  and  mercy."* 

"  ^  The  last  argument,'  pursued  the  monarch, 
*  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  pertinent 
and  cogent  that  could  be  employed ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  of  its  efficacy.' 

"  Having  said  this,  his  Imperial  Majesty  again 
pressed  my  arm,  and  after  repeating  the  assurance 
that  the  commission  I  had  executed  by  his 
Majesty's  order  had  given  him  real  pleasure — he 
put  an  end  to  the  conversation.  I  withdrew,  after 
thanking  the  Emperor  for  his  condescension,  and 
begging  him  to  remain  persuaded  that  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  his  reign  are  nowhere  more 
ardently  wished  for  than  in  England. 

"  The  above  conversation  requires  no  comment. 
I  have  omitted  much  to  avoid  prolixity;  but  I 
have  certainly  mis-stated  nothing.     The  different 

*  When  principles  and  feelings  thus  despotic  could  be  cherished 
and  avowed  by  one  of  the  most  liberal  of  Austrian  sovereigns, 
their  tardy  relinquishment  of  them  by  his  successors  cannot  be 
matter  for  surprise. 
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expresmons  of  my  concnnence  with,  or  diasent 
from,  the  monarch's  opinionSy  which  I  introduced 
from  time  to  time,  are  the  leas  deserving  of  your 
lordship's  notice,  as  they  produced  no  effecL  The 
Emperor's  language  was  that  of  an  ally  ofFrancey 
partial  towards  Aer,  and  viewing  the  Dutch  afiBurs 
through  a  deceitful  medium,  strongly  tinged  with 
her  fidse  colouring.  I  beg  permission,  however,  to 
make  one  observation  before  I  conclude  this  long 
letter;  that,  however  predominant  his  bias  in 
favour  of  France  may  be,  or  whatever  proofs  his 
future  conduct  may  furnish  of  her  ascendancy  over 
his  councils,  no  one  expression  in  the  above  con- 
versation indicated  (according  to  my  judgment) 
his  being  absolutely  hound  by  any  engagement  to 
act  in  concert  with  that  power,  in  respect  to  the 
affairs  of  Holland.  His  mind  may  be  prepared 
to  adopt  false  principleSy  and  pursue  impolitic 
meaauresy  but  I  am  persuaded  that  his  hands  are 
hitherto  at  liberty. 

**  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

'^B.  M.  Keith." 

SIB  B.  H.  KEITH  TO  THE  MABQUIS  OF  CAEBMABTHEK. 

**  Vienna,  January  30^A,  1788. 

"My  Lobd, 

"  It  is  matter  of  deep  concern  to  me  to 
be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  desiring  your  lord- 
ship to  lay  before  his  Majesty  the  following  humble, 
yet  most  earnest  request,  which  my  actual  situation 
renders  not  only  reasonable,  but  strictly  indispens- 
able. 
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"  On  the  4th  of  August^  I  sent  to  your  lordship 
by  the  messenger  Eoworth,  and  on  the  30th  of 
the  stole  month  by  the  messenger  Basilioo,  several 
letters,  which  were  so  far  important,  as  they  proved 
that  the  sentiments  of  this  Court  were  far  from 
being  consonant  to  the  king's  wishes,  and  that 
the  Porte  had  already  declared  war  against  Bussia, 
in  which  war  Austria  must  soon  be  involved. 

"  In  a  despatch  of  the  4th  September,  your  lord- 
ship (after  mentioning  the  receipt  of  those  letters 
merely  by  the  numbers  marked  on  them),  was 
pleased  to  signify  to  me  hisi  Majesty's  high  appro- 
bation of  the  language  I  voluntarily  held  in  order 
to  refute  the  calumnies  of  France  at  Constanti- 
nople, and  gave  me  orders  to  repeat  the  same 
expressions  in  his  Majesty's  name.  To  these 
your  lordship  added  the  assurance,  that  the 
rupture  with  Turkey  could  make  no  change  in 
the  king's  friendly  sentiments  towards  his  Im- 
perial Majesty. 

"  But  it  appeared,  ^oon  after,  that  the  Em- 
peror had  very  different  views,  and  that  he  him- 
self had  been  the  proposer,  at  Petersburgh,  of  a 
triple  alliance,  including  France,  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain,  and  which 
(if  brought  to  a  conclusion),  must  necessarily  en- 
danger the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

"  Yet,  from  the  date  of  the  14th  September, 
to  this  hour,  I  have  not  been  honoured  with 
a  single  line  of  information  or  instruction  rela- 
tive to  that  very  important  matter,  or  to  any 
object    particularly  relating  to    the    affairs    of 
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Austria.  Your  subsequent  despatches,  Nos.  10 
and  11,  relate  solely  to  the  Dutch  aflFairs,  and 
to  the  accommodation  of  our  diflferences  with 
France;  No.  12  inclosed  me  the  king's  speech, 
and  No.  13  only  demanded  information  from  me 
respecting  the  coinage  of  Austria. 

"  This  is  the  fifty-third  letter  I  have  written  to 
the  office,  since  I  have  received  one  word  in 
direct  answer  to  any  of  them. 

"  A  silence  so  long,  and  unprecedented,  can  only 
prove  that  the  variable,  and  even  the  inimical 
politics  of  this  Court,  have  justly  become  matter 
of  so  much  indiflference  to  Great  Britain,  that 
they  neither  call  for  animadversion,  nor  for 
solicitous  investigation. 

"  I  lil^ewise  draw  from  the  duration  of  your 

lordship's  silence  this  equitable  conclusion,  that 

the  king  has  at  present  no  business  to  transact 

at  Vienna,  and  that,  consequently,  my  presence 

•  there  is  in  no  shape  necessary  for  his  service. 

'^  On  the  other  hand,  my  lord,  it  will  not  sur- 
prise you  to  learn,  that  after  residing  constantly, 
and  with  the  most  intense  application  to  my  duty, 
for  twelve  long  years  within  the  walls  of  Vienna, 
during  which  time  I  have  presented  to  the  sove- 
reign, and  exerted  my  best  offices  and  hospitality, 
towards  above  five  hundred  of  our  coimtrymen, 
my  pecuniary  circumstances,  and  my  private 
affairs,  stand  greatly  in  need  of  my  presence  in 
Great  Britain. 

*^  This  exigency  is  considerably  augmented  by 
your  lordship's  not  having  favoured  me  with  any 
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sort  of  answer  to  a  very  candid,  as  well  as  respect- 
ful exposition  of  my  circumstances  and  claims 
which  came  to  your  hands  upwards  of  three 
months  ago. 

"  It^  therefore,  only  remains  for  me  to  beg  of 
your  lordship,  in  your  official  capacity,  to  submit 
this  letter  without  delay  to  his  Majesty's  benevo- 
lent consideration.  I  entertain  the  most  sanguine 
hope  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  grant 
me  a  leave  of  absence  for  six  months,  and  the 
permission  to  return  to  England  in  the  month  of 
March  or  April.  Mr.  Stratton,  who  has  served 
with  zeal  and  capacity  here  as  secretary  for  seven 
years,  may  (if  your  lordship  thinks  proper)  be 
charged  with  the  king's  aflFairs,  till  my  return  to 
Vienna,  and  it  will  be  of  advantage  to  them  that 
he  shoiidd  be  honoured  with  the  commission  of 
his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  Legation. 

"  I  appeal  to  your  lordship's  justice  for  the  fair- 
ness of  what  I  have  above  stated,  and  I  trust  that 
the  innate  goodness,  and  long  experienced  favour 
of  my  sovereign  will  once  more  be  manifested  to- 
wards his  old  faithful  servant,  by  the  speedy  and 
complete  gratification  of  those  wishes,  which  my 
public  and  private  duties  have  impelled  me  thus 
ardently  to  express. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

«E.  M.  Keith." 

The  above  public  letter  to  the  Marquis  of  Caer- 
marthen  was  enclosed  in  a  private  letter  to  him  of 
the  following  tenor :  — 
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"My  Lord, 

"  At  the  same  time  that  I  give  way  to  the 
irresistible  motives  which  oblige  me  to  request 
your  lordship  to  lay  before  the  king  the  enclosed 
letter  m  eoctensOy  I  am  by  no  means  unmindful  of 
the  deference  which  is  due  to  my  principal ;  and 
therefore  have  put  my  letter  under  a  separate 
cover,  that  your  lordship  may  order  it  to  be  de- 
cyphered  by  a  confidential  person. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

"E.  M.  K.'^ 

SIB    K.   M.    KEITH    TO    THE    MARQUIS    OP    CAERMAR- 
THEN. 

"  Vienna,  Feb.  27th,  1788. 

"My  Lord, 

**  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  on  Monday 
last  your  despatch  No.  1.  I  thank  your  lordship 
for  having  taken  the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying 
before  his  Majesty  my  letter  No.  13.  That  letter 
would  never  have  had  a  place  in  the  official  corre- 
spondence, nor  even  have  had  an  existence  in 
thought,  if,  during  five  long  months  (and  five 
months  of  a  new  war,  in  which  three  empires  are 
actually  engaged)  I  could  have  obtained  from  my 
Secretary  of  State  one  line  of  instructions  re- 
garding public  aflFairs,  or  in  answer  to  my  respect- 
ful application  touching  my  own  most  interesting 
private  concerns. 

*^  I  wait  with  the  reverence  of  grateful  and  affec- 
tionate duty,  and  with  a  confidence,  founded  on 
conscious  rectitude,  the  decision  of  my  gracious 
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sovereign,  and  of  his  confidential  servants,  with 
respect  to  every  part  of  my  conduct. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
«  E.  M.  Keith." 

The  tone  of  the  above  letter  —  so  indicative  of 
the  frank  and  confiding  character  of  its  writer, 
will  prove  how  little  his  previous  remonstrances 
were  dictated  by  pique  or  personal  resentment ;  a 
fiict  further  corroborated  by  the  enhanced  minute- 
ness of  his  official  communications  during  the 
anxious  period  which  immediately  followed.  That 
they  failed  in  producing  their  legitimate  effect^ 
will  appear  from  the  following  extract :  — 

[Secret  and  C(ynfidential,'\ 

"  Vienna,  March  15th,  1788. 

"  By  a  courier  who  arrived  here  last  night,  from 
the  Emperor,  he  sent  back  to  Prince  Kaunitz  the 
last  despatches  from  Count  Mercy.  But  it  is  be- 
lieved that  his  Imperial  Majesty  despatched,  at 
the  same  time,  a  messenger  to  Petersburgh  with 
his  private  letters  to  the  Empress  of  Eussia.  My 
best  endeavours  to  discover  the  purport  of  these 
important  despatches  from  Paris  have  hitherto 
proved  unsuccessful.  But  I  hope  in  a  day  or 
two,  to  come  at  the  knowledge  of  their  general 
scope,  and  to  learn  whether  France  will  openly 
thwart,  privately  counteract,  or  openly  acquiesce 
in  the  establishment  of  that  joint  mediation 
which  Prussia  has  held  out  at  Petersburgh. 

"  Your  lordship  will  long  ere  now  have  seen  the 
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unquestionable  expediency  of  acquainting  me  wiih 
the  real  state  of  that  important  n^otiation  in 
which  the  king^  our  master,  bears  so  large  a  share, 
and  which,  if  it  should  ever  meet  with  the  accept- 
ance of  Bussia,  must  be  equally  extended  to  the 
Court  where  I  reside. 

"  It  IB  morally  impossible  (I  do  your  lordship  the 
justice  to  believe  it)  that  his  Majesty's  minister  at 
Vienna  should  ever  find  himself  in  the  shameful 
situation  of  learning,  from  the  steps  which  may 
hereafter  be  taken  by  the  ministers  of  Prussia,  the 
determination  of  the  English  Cabinet^  in  relation 
to  points  of  the  highest  importance  to  Austria,  and 
which  must  necessarily  have  the  greatest  influence 
on  our  general  system  of  politics. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  B.  M.  Keith." 

The  conciliatory  and  unselfish  spirit  in  which 
some  flattering  assurances  from  head  quarters 
(where  we  learn  from  private  letters  that  his 
merits  were,  spite  of  unpardonable  negligence, 
adequately  appreciated)  were  met  and  acknow- 
ledged, is  characteristic  of  the  writer  of  the  des- 
patch which  follows :  — 

SIB  B.  H.  KEITH  TO  THE  MABQUIS  OF  OAEBMABTHEN. 

"  Vienna,  March  29th,  1788. 

"My  Lobd, 

**  I  am  truly  grateful  for  the  kind  ex- 
pressions which  your  lordship  has  employed  in 
your  despatch  No.  3 ;  and  I  place  the  firmest 
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relianoe  on  the  promise  it  coDiains,  that  his 
Majesty's  confidential  servants  will  ever  have  .the 
goodness  to  attend  to  my  private  concerns  in  the 
most  Mendly  manner. 

''  From  the  moment  that  Austria  drew  the  sword 
against  the  Porte,  I  felt  the  palpable  inexpediency 
of  my  obtaining  (or  even  desiring  to  obtain)  a 
leave  of  absence  from  my  post.  My  private 
interests  or  wishes  never  have,  nor  ever  shall  come 
in  the  smallest  degree  of  competition  with  my 
pubUc  duty ;  and  my  sole  object  henceforth  shall 
be  to  render  the  keen  and  constant  exertion  of 
every  faculty  I  possess  as  advantageous  as  possible 
to  the  King's  service.  It  was  with  this  view  only 
that  I  have  so  frequently  requested  of  your  lord- 
ship that  sort  of  authentic  information  which  can 
alone  give  a  pubUc  and  useful  direction  to  my  re- 
searches into  the  mysterious  schemes  of  this  Court. 
The  sketch  your  lordship  has  drawn  in  your  last 
dispatch  of  the  Emperor's  poUcy  in  regard  to 
France  is  perfectly  just,  and  that  exposition,  to- 
gether with  the  light  you  have  had*the  goodness 
to  afford  me  into  the  King's  invariable  desire  and 
purpose  to  re-establish,  if  possible,  the  ancient  and 
soUd  system  of  Europe,  will  serve  to  regulate 
every  step  of  my  conduct  here.  But,  my  lord,  it 
cannot  escape  your  penetration,  that  one-half  of  the 
secrets  of  the  Austrian  cabinet  must  necessarily 
have  their  existence  at  Petersburg,  and  that  very 
frequently  the  main  spring  of  the  Emperor's  most 
important  actions  has  its  origin  there.  Conse- 
quently, the  political  conduct  of  Bussia  toward. 

VOL.  n.  E 
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France,  Prussia,  and  Great  Britain,  and  more  par- 
ticularly the  effects  that  conduct  produces  at  St. 
James's,  should,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  ex- 
plained from  time  to  time  his  Majesty's  minister 
at  Vienna,  in  order  to  furnish  him  the  best  and 
surest  way  to  those  Austrian  secrets  which  are 
otherwise  impenetrable. 

**I  shall  only  add,  that  my  feeble  talents,  to 
their  utmost  extent,  are  constantly  at  the  disposal 
of  my  superiors ;  but  that  to  render  them  essential 
value  or  advantage,  they  must  bear  from  your 
lordship's  office  the  solid  stamp  and  sanction  of 
ministerial  guidance,  assistance,  and  support. 

"R.M.K'' 

[No.  46.] 

**  Vienna,  April  Zdth,  1788. 

*^Mt  Lord, 

"  M.  Jacobi  (for  many  years  resident  from 
Prussia  at  this  Court)  returned  from  Berlin  on 
Monday,  with  very  honourable  marks  of  his  sove- 
reign's favour.  He  is  raised  to  the  rank  of  Baron, 
and  will  very  soon  present  his  credentials  here 
as  Electoral  Envoy  from  Brandenbourg  to  the 
Imperial  Court 

•*  He  brought  me  a  confidential  letter  from  Mr. 
Ewart,  who  informs  me  that  he  is  already  far 
advanced  in  framing  new  and  very  intimate  en- 
gagements between  our  Court  and  that  of  Berlin. 
M.  Jacobi  has  himself  spoken  still  more  affirma- 
tively, by  assuring  me  that  a  treaty  of  defensive 
alliance   is    on  the   point   of  being   concluded 
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between  Great  Britain  and  Prussia ;  the  King^  his 
master,  having  very  recently  removed  the  only 
obstacle  which  stood  in  the  way,  by  agreeing  that 
a  war  in  the  East.  Indies,  in  which  any  Europeaa 
power  shall  take  part  against  England,  is  to  be 
looked  upon  as  a  casvs  fcederia. 

"  I  own,  my  lord,  that  it  is  matter  of  infinite 
mortification  to  me  to  hear  from  a  foreign  mini- 
ster what  is  the  real  system  of  politics  which  the 
Court  I  serve  is  preparing  to  embrace ;  and  my 
surprise  is  the  greater  as  your  lordship's  dispatch. 
No.  3,  (which  came  to  my  hands  only  four  weeks 
ago)  gave  me  every  reason  tp  believe  that  the 
King's  views  and  wishes  were  directed  to  a  very 
different  object. 

"  Whilst  I  give  vent  to  these  painfcd  feelings,  I  at 
the  same  time  dedare  it  to  be  my  sincere  opinion 
that  after  Great  Britain  has  had  so  many  proofs  of 
the  unfriendly  disposition  of  Austria,  and  of  the 
blind  ingratitude  of  Eussia  towards  her,  an  alli- 
ance with  Prussia  has  every  motive  of  sound 
policy,  and  every  principle  of  wisdom,  foresight, 
and  self-defence  to  recommend  it. 

"  A  complete  change  of  system,  in  regard  to 
German  politics,  has  therefore  become  not  only 
expedient,  but  indispensably  necessary.  But  that 
it  should  have  taken  place  in  the  King's  councils 
without  my  Secretary  of  State's  having  ever  given 
me  the  most  distant  intimation  of  such  a  decision, 
is  what  I  cannot  comprehend.  I  am  bold  to  say 
(and  I  should  not  deserve  the  honour  of  serving 
the  King  as  his  minister  at  the  first  Court  of  Ger- 

B  2 
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many,  if  I  refrained  from  saying  it  loudly),  that 
such  concealment  is  disgxaoeAil  to  me  in  the 
position  in  ^diich  the  King  has  placed  me,  and 
likewise  hi^y  prejudicial  to  his  seryice.  I  mnst 
add,  my  lord,  that  I  feel  it  to  be  so  little  con- 
sonant to  the  r^ard  which  I  have  an  nnqnestion- 
able  right  to  expect  from  my  official  soperior, 
that  unless  it  be  immediately  repaired  by  confi- 
dential information  and  instructions,  I  shall  (if 
they  are  denied  to  me)  think  I  owe  it  to  my 
personal  character  to  make  it  my  humble  request 
to  his  Majesty  to  retire  from  a  profession  for 
which  (under  suc}i  treatment  as  I  have  lately 
experienced)  I  have  the  honest  jMride  to  declare 
myself  totally  imfit. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

^'E.  M.  Kbuh." 


[No.  65.] 
SIB  B.  H.  KEITH  TO  THE  MABQUIS  OF  CAEBKABTHEN. 

«  Vienna,  May  30^A,  1788. 

*^Mt  Lobd, 

**I  received  by  the  messenger.  Major, 
on  Monday  last,  your  lordship's  dispatch,  inclosing 
the  origmal  of  my  No.  46  to  the  office,  and 
putting  into  my  power  to  withdraw  that  letter,  or 
to  resign  my  commission  as  his  Majesty's  minister 
at  the  Court  of  Vienna. 

"  I  trust  that  every  circumstance  of  my  past  life, 
and  every  step  of  my  public  conduct  wiU  have 
fixed  in  the  mind  of  my  gracious  sovereign  the 


THE  BOMAKCB  OF  BIFLOliAGY.  245 

certain  conviction  that  I  am  incapable  of  retract- 
ing a  siDgle  word  of  what  was  written  in  the 
fulness  of  a  heart  whose  feelings,  and  the  exertions 
which  they  produced,  have  more  than  once  been 
honoured  with  his  Majesty's  applause  and  appro- 
bation. My  whole  mind,  with  all  its  faculties, 
gave  then,  and  gives  at  this  moment,  a  cool  and 
deliberate  sanction  to  the  expressions  I  employed 
in  that  letter;  and  it  therefore  only  remains  for 
me  to  thank  your  lordship  for  having  (un- 
doubtedly from  candid  and  friendly  motives)  put 
it  in  my  power  to  reconsider  that  letter,  to  con- 
firm its  contents,  and  by  sending  it  back  to  the 
office,  to  renew  my  request  that  it  may  rcTnam 
i/n  the  offidaL  corre&pond&nce ;  but  in  my  ovm 
precise  words,  and  not  in  those  which  a  careless 
decypherer  in  the  office  has  thought  proper  to 
eubatitute  in  their  room.  I  have  underlined  with 
red  ink  all  the  cjrphers  in  question,  and  the 
interpolations  of  which  I  so  justly  complain.  I 
most  cheerfully  refer  to  your  lordship's  candour 
in  judging,  whether  or  not,  in  a  moment  when 
expressions  were  to  be  weighed,  I  might  not 
have  expected  that  the  official  subalterns  would 
give  to  mine  their  true  sense  and  value. 

''That  no  misconstruction  may  remain  on  record, 
I  send  enclosed  a  copy  taken  verbaivm  by  my 
secretary,  Mr.  Stratton,  from  my  letter-book, 
written  in  my  own  hand.  That  gentleman 
likewise  certifies  the  minute  correctness  of  his 
copy. 

''  That  the  avowal  of  the  sentiments  and  prin- 
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eiples  contained  in  that  letter  should,  in  anj 
shape,  expose  me  to  incur  the  displeasure  of 
government,  is  so  &r  from  entering  into  my 
comprehension,  that  I  am  in  the  sincere  persua- 
sion that  the  perusal  of  the  following  detail  of 
the  motives  of  my  conduct  will  strengthen  all  my 
claims  to  the  esteem  of  my  sovereign,  and  to  that 
of  his  confidential  servants. 

**  After  serving  his  Majesty  in  Saxony,  Den- 
mark, and  Vienna,  for  almost  twenty  years,  and 
being  honoured  with  the  uninterrupted  confidence 
and  approbation  of  ten  Secretaries  of  State,  It 
was  matter  of  equal  surprise  and  concern  to  me, 
from  the  date  of  your  lordship's  of  the  14th 
September,  1787,  (which  signified  to  me  the 
King's  high  approbation  of  my  ministerial  con- 
duct here)  that  my  mission,  and  my  personal 
concerns  had  all  at  once  been  judged,  by  your 
lordship,  to  be  wholly  undeserving  of  attention  or 
regard.  This  became  evident  as  not  a  line  of 
answer  was  given  to  fifty  successive  public  dis- 
patches, nor  to  my  earnest  yet  respectftd  repre- 
sentation of  the  situation  of  my  private  affairs, 
and  of  the  well-founded  claims  of  my  secretary, 
Mr.  Stratton,  to  a  share  in  those  favours,  which 
his  juniors  in  employment  had,  very  deservedly, 
obtained  from  government. 

•  ••••• 

"  In  this  precise  situation,  and  wholly  in  the  dark 
with  respect  to  the  new  politics  of  Great  Britain, 
did  I  find  myself,  when  I  learned  from  undoubted 
authority  that  the  Prussian  ministry  boasted  of 
their  being  on  the  point  of  forming  an  alliance  with 
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England.  Of  this  I  acquainted  your  lordship^ 
adding  that  I  gave  no  sort  of  credit  to  an  article 
of  intelligence  which  ra/a  counter  to  the  very  late 
instructions  I  had  received  from  your  lordship. 

**I  have  already  said  to  what  a  pitch  my 
astonishment  and  concern  were  raised  in  learnings 
on  the  29th  of  April,  not  only  from  Mr.  Ewart, 
that  he  was  far  advanced  in  framing  new  and 
very  intimate  engagements  with  Prussia;  but 
from  the  mouth  of  M.  Jacobi,  the  confidential 
minister  of  Brandenbourg,  that  a  treaty  of  de- 
fensive alliance  between  England  and  his  Court, 
was  on  the  point  of  being  concluded. 

'^Amidst  these  feelings  I  did  not  hesitate  a 
moment  to  write  that  letter  which,  in  my  opinion, 
stands  in  need  of  no  other  defence  than  this 
single  consideration. 

*^  Every  lawful  wish  respecting  public  business 
that  a  Secretary  of  State  clearly  expresses  to  his 
inferior,  points  out  a  precise  object  which  that 
inferior  is  boimd  to  pursue  and  forward  with  his 
best  ability.  Every  such  wish  is  in  fact  an  order, 
and  to  obey  it  an  indispensable  duty.  I  am,  to 
this  hour,  under  explicit  and  reiterated  orders  to 
strive,  as  far  as  prudence,  and  a  just  respect  for 
the  dignity  of  my  sovereign  can  allow,  to  re- 
kindle in  the  mind  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  and 
of  his  ministers,  the  hearty  wish  of  renewing  a 
friendly  cpnnection  and  good  understanding  with 
Great  Britain,  and  I  am  empowered,  by  your 
latest  instructions,  to  assure  them  in  return,  that 
the  King  has  that  connection  sincerely  at  heart. 

B  4 
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''But  Ib^  it  may  be  obeerred,  that  if  throng 
a  sodden  change  of  dispositiQns  here,  (which  the 
national  calamities  of  France,  the  growing  diffi- 
cnlties  of  the  Tnrkish  war,  and  the  sospicioiis 
tergiyersations  of  Russia  might  very  possibly  have 
created)  I  had  been  able  to  succeed,  and  to  have 
brought  Austria  to  that  very  point  at  which  pro- 
fessions of  the  King's  firiendsbip,  and  readiness  to 
renew  engagements  with  his  Conrt,  would  have 
been  well  placed  and  warmly  received,  my  sove- 
reign and  his  ministry  must,  in  that  case,  have 
been  under  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  disowning 
me  and  my  language,  though  held  by  auOwrity ; 
as  it  is  clear  that  England,  whilst  treating  with 
Prussia,  cannot  connect  herself  with  Austria. 

"  Of  all  situations,  my  lord,  that  of  a  foreign 
minister  wholly  deprived  of  the  confidence  of  his 
Court,  and  who  is  allowed,  nay,  even  encouraged 
to  proceed  in  a  political  pursuit  which,  in  its 
complete  success,  could  only  lead  him  to  disgrace 
and  disavowal  on  the  part  of  his  master,  is  the 
meanest  and  most  shameful.  He  alone,  who 
silently  submits  to  such  treatment  deserves  the 
continuance  of  it;  and  I  am  certain  that  yoiu* 
lordship  did  not  suspect  me  of  tamely  stooping  to 
act  so  pitiful  a  part. 

"  Here  I  rest  my  justification.  My  conscience 
tells  me  that  I  have  fulfilled  my  duty  to  my  king, 
to  my  country,  to  your  lordship,  and  to  myself. 
If,  after  these  reasons  have  been  weighed  in  the 
Cabinet,  it  shall  still  be  expected  that  I  should 
resign,  I  humbly  lay  at  his  Majesty's  feet  my 
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resignation  of  that  mission  which  he  was  graciously 
pleased  to  confer  on  me  sixteen  years  ago,  un- 
asked, and  under  the  very  honourable  denomina- 
tion of  the  reward  of  past  services. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

"E.M.  Keith." 

Four  months — of  considerable  suspense  no 
doubt  to  the  writer  of  the  above — elapsed  before 
he  a^n  heard  from  the  principal  thus  addressed. 
The  following  letter  will  show  that,  in  the  prospect 
of  a  journey  to  England,  which  many  circum- 
stances rendered  so  desirable  to  himself,  he  could 
express  with  equal  firmness  his  sense  of  the  claims 
of  another. 

[By  Mr,  Stratton,'\ 

8IB  B.  H.  KEITH  TO  THE  MARQUIS  OF  GAEEMARTHEN. 

"  Vienna,  July  21th,  1788. 

"My  Lord, 

"I  received  yesterday  your  lordship's 
dispatch  containing  his  Majesty's  commands  for 
my  return  to  England  as  soon  as  I  conveniently^ 
can,  and  authorising  me  to  present  Mr.  Stratton 
to  Prince  Kaunitz  in  the  capacity  of  his  Majesty's 
ChargS  cP Affaires^  at  this  Court.  But  your  lord- 
ship will  permit  me  to  explain,  by  Mr.  Stratton 
(who  goes  to  England  on  purpose),  two  circum- 
stances which  require  a  clear  elucidation  before  it 
can  be  in  his  power  or  mine,  to  pay  that  full 
obedience  to  the  King's  commands,  which  we 
have  each  of  us  most  sincerely  at  hearty  to  evince 
on  every  occasion. 
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**I  should  do  an  injury  to  your  lordship  if  I 
admitted  a  supposition  that  this  order  for  my 
return  home  could  be  looked  upon  as  a  preliminary 
step  to  my  final  recal  from  a  Court  where  I  have 
resided  sixteen  years  with  a  very  large  establish- 
ment^ without  a  suitable  opportunity  of  disposing 
of  my  valuable  effects  before  I  quitted  Vienna,  I 
presume  that  if  such  had  been  the  intention  of 
government,  your  lordship  would  have  embraced 
the  open  and  manly  way  of  announcing  my  recal, 
and  of  sending  me  those  official  letters  for  the 
Emperor  which  would  have  enabled  me  to  put  a 
becoming  end  to  a  mission  which,  I  venture  to 
affirm,  has  done  credit  to  the  Court  I  serve,  and 
to  the  nation.  Neither  of  these  steps  having  been 
taken,  I  am  forced  to  look  for  a  another  motive 
for  my  being  called  home  at  present.  Yet  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  ascribe  it  to  the  existence  of 
an  idea  that  I  can  be  induced  to  reconsider,  or  to 
recede  from,  those  points  of  opinion  and  principle, 
upon  which  I  have  lately  explained  myself  fully 
and  irrevocably. 

"  But,  my  lord,  there  stands  in  the  way  of  a 
more  prompt  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  commands, 
another,  and  an  insuperable  obstacle,  arising  from 
Mr.  Stratton's  situation,  and  from  his  becoming 
principles.  That  gentleman  has  served  me  almost 
eight  years,  with  great  assiduity,  and  distinguished 
zeal  and  talents.  He  had  acquired  a  claim  to  the 
attention  of  government,  and  a  share  of  the 
public  rewards  attached  to  his  profession,  some 
years  before  either  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  his 
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Majesty's  Secretaries  of  Legation  had  clipped  their 
pens  in  diplomatic  ink.  He  thinks  he  has  been 
hardly  dealt  with  in  seeing  these  gentlemen  (how- 
ever well  entitled  both  he  and  I  consider  them  to 
the  King^s  favour)  put  over  his  head.  He  there- 
fore judges  it  to  be  derogatory  to  his  honour,  and 
prejudicial  to  his  reputation,  to  accept  the  office 
of  Charge  d^AffaireSy  unless,  as  has  been  practised 
in  the  two  last  instances,  at  Berlin  and  Peters- 
burgh,  he  be  likewise  honoured  with  the  title  of 
his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  Legation.  He  will 
explain  his  sentiments  to  your  lordship,  and  will 
set  out  on  his  return  to  Vienna,  the  moment  you 
are  pleased  to  expedite  him. 

^^I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

^'  E.  M.  K." 

Eepresentations  so  honourable  to  the  good 
feeling  of  the  writer,  and  so  irrefragable  in  them- 
selves as  to  be  attended  ultimately  with  the  success 
they  deserved,  having  proved  ineffectual ;  the 
lapse  of  two  months  called  forth  the  following 
characteristic  letter :  — 

"  Vimna,  September  27th,  1788. 

"My  Lord, 

**I  am  sorry  that  the  arrival  of  two 
mails  from  England,  without  a  line  from  the  office, 
lays  me  under  the  necessity  of  reminding  your 
lordship  that  you  have  signified  to  me  the  King's 
commands  for  my  immediate  return  to  England ; 
and  yet  leave  me  in  the  impossibility  of  obeying 
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them^  without  betraying  my  public  duty  toward 
my  sovereign  and  my  country. 

**To  leave  the  Court  of  Vienna  without  any 
person  to  transact  the  King's  business  (especially 
in  a  conjuncture  so  truly  critical  as  the  present) 
would  infidlibly  be  interpreted  here  as  a  suspension 
of  all  correspondence  between  the  two  Courts; 
and  the  consequences  are  self-evident. 

^^  Your  lordship  has  called  me  home,  and  at  the 
same  time  effectually  shut  the  door  against  Mr. 
Stratton's  entrance  into  his  Majesty's  service.  I 
gave  yoiur  lordship  notice  in  my  letter  of  28tli 
July  that  he  would  not  submit  to  dishonour ;  and 
he  himself  left  the  same  declaration  in  your  lord- 
ship's hands,  in  writing, 

"  If  I  had  a  grain  of  malice  in  my  disposition, 
I  would  set  out  for  England  to-morrow,  and  leave 
it  to  my  official  superior  to  get  out  of  the  dilemma 
the  best  way  he  could.  But,  my  lord,  I  have  it 
sincerely  at  heart  to  prove  that  I  am  a  faithful 
servant  of  the  Crown*,  as  well  as  a  good-humoured 
man. 

"  I  therefore  only  put  your  lordship  in  mind  of 
the  situation  in  which  you  have  placed  me ;  and 
beg  that  by  laying  this  letter  vmmediatdy  before 
his  Majesty^  you  may  excidpate  me  from  all 
blame,  if  his  personal  commands  are  not  obeyed 

*  That  this  was  no  mere  assertion,  the  best  proof  is  to  be 
fottnd  in  the  detailed  and  luminous  official  commnnications 
which  Sip  Bobert  (spite  of  every  discouragement)  continued  to 
forward,  during  the  course  of  this  unpleasant  altercation,  to  his 
principaL 


TEE  BOMANCE  OF  DIPLOMAOT.  253 

with  that  promptitude  which  I  have  ev^  shown 
in  fulfilling  them. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

«E.  M.  K." 

Though  it  was  not  perhaps  in  human  nature 
that  after  so  sharp  a  correspondence,  some  irrita- 
tion (heightened,  perhaps,  in  a  naturally  amiable 
mind,  by  a  lurking  sense  of  being  in  the  wrong) 
should  not  prevail  at  head  quarters;  yet  a  less 
offensive  mode  of  testifying  it  might  perhaps  have 
b^en  selected  than  that  complained  of  in  the 
ensuing  letter.  It  was  worth  while,  however,  to 
have  experienced  the  afiront,  to  be  enabled  thus 
first  to  feely  and  then  thus  to  requite  it. 

"  Vienna,  October  18M. 

•^Mt  Lord, 

"Although  your  lordship  has  not 
thought  proper  to  give  me  any  official  notice 
relative  to  the  person  who  is  to  take  charge  of  his 
Majesty's  affairs  during  my  absence  from  this 
Court,  it  has,  however,  come  to  my  knowledge 
(through  Prince  Kaunitz  and  Baron  Jacobi),  that 
your  choice  has  fallen  on  a  Mr.  Hammond,  who 
is  coming  hither  for  the  purpose. 

*^This  mode  of  commimication  between  a 
British  Secretary  of  State  and  the  King's  servants 
at  foreign  Courts  is  quite  new,  and  I  wish  your 
lordship  joy  on  the  invention. 

"As  it  is  of  consequence  to  me  to  discover 
when   his  Majesty's  Charg6  cPAfai/res  may  be 
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expected  here,  I  shall  go  to  the  Austrian  minist^ 
this  evening,  to  seek  from  him  that  informar 
tion  which  yoa  have  nnacconntably  denied  me ; 
though,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  two  mails  have 
been  dispatched  from  Whitehall,  since  you  com- 
municated to  the  Austrian  minister  in  London  the 
appointment  of  Idr.  Hanmiond. 

'^  As  I  take  it  for  granted  that  this  gentleman 
is  already  on  the  road,  I  shall  defer  my  departure 
till  I  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  give  Idr.  Ham- 
mond a  kind  reception;  and  by  affording  him 
every  information  and  assistance,  to  convince  him 
that  I  have  nothing  more  sincerely  at  heart  than 
to  enable  him  to  transact  the  King's  business  (till 
my  return  hither)  with  advantage  to  his  Majesty's 
service,  and  honour  to  himself. 

**I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c., 

*^R  M.  K" 

The  extent  of  this  noble  return  of  the  most 
frank  and  generous  courtesy,  to  a  persevering 
course  of  petty  concealment  and  unprovoked 
rudeness,  wiU  be  gathered  from  the  concluding 
letter  of  a  correspondence,  as  foreign  to  the 
character,  as  it  was  repugnant  to  the  habits  of 
Sir  B.  Murray  Keith. 

"  Vienna,  Oct,  22nd,  1783. 

*^Mt  Lobd, 

^*Mr.  Hammond  delivered  to  me,  on 
Sunday  last,  your  lordship's  dispatch,  and  ex- 
pressed to  me  his  regret  that  a  slight  indisposition 
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on  the  road,  has  prevented  his  travelling  more 
expeditiously. 

"It  is  with  pleasure,  I  assure  your  lordship, 
that  all  I  have  seen  of  that  gentleman,  during  the 
few  days  we  have  passed  together,  corresponds 
perfectly  with  the  good  opinion  you  entertain  of 
him;  and  that  his  modest,  ingenuous  manners, 
joined  to  an  intelligent  and  well  cultivated  under- 
standing, give  him  a  just  title  to  general  esteem, 
and  to  my  personal  regard. 

*^He  will  tell  your  lordship  that  I  have  not 
only  given  him  the  kindest  reception,  but  that  I 
apply  myself  assiduously  to  furnish  him  with 
every  information,  instruction,  and  assistance 
which  can  contribute  to  his  success  and  honour  in 
the  commission  which  he  is  soon  to  fill.  Every 
paper  in  my  possession  is  at  his  disposal;  he 
extracts  or  copies  what  he  thinks  proper ;  and  I 
hope  that  in  a  few  days  he  will  have  gained  so 
just  an  idea  of  the  general  state  of  affairs  here, 
and  of  the  characters  of  the  principal  persons, 
that  he  will  be  able  to  walk  alone  in  his  profes- 
sional career,  without  any  danger  of  stumbling.  I 
shall  leave  in  his  hands  all  the  cyphers.  I  need 
not  observe  to  your  lordship,  that  in  the  situation 
in  which  I  find  myself,  my  correspondence  with 
the  ofl&ce  has  become  an  indispensable  companion 
of  my  visit  to  England. 

"On  Monday  I  presented  Mr.  Hammond  to 
Prince  Kaunitz,  and  recommended  him  strongly 
to  the  favourable  regard  of  that  minister.  I  have 
paid  all  the  tisual  visits  with  him,  and  have  made 
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him  acquainted  with  the  corps  diplom/xtique; 
giving  hiTTi  useful  lights  respecting  the  characters 
of  those  members  of  it^  with  whom  he  is  to  live 
in  intimacy^  and  from  whom  he  may  extract 
authentic  information.  My  departure  shall  not 
be  delayed  one  moment  beyond  what  may  be 
necessary  to  render  Mr.  Hammond's  entrance  on 
the  duties  of  his  commission  as  advantageous  as 
possible. 

.    **  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c  Ac" 

Sir  R  Murray  Keith,  who  set  out  from  Vienna 
as  soon  as  the  above  benevolent  purpose  was 
accomplished*,  arrived  in  London  on  the  17th 
November.  It  would  appear  that  on  the  very 
next  day,  he  sought  and  obtained  a  personal 
interview  with  his  principal,  the  result  of  which 
it  would  be  anticipating  here  to  mention  further, 
than  that  on  the  part  of  the  superior,  the  with- 

*  That  it  was  <<  accomplished,"  as  regarded  winning  the 
confidence  and  even  affection  of  his  youthful  deputy,  is  pleasingly 
manifested  in  his  first  letter  (still  extant,  and  beginning  **  dear 
Sir  Eobert"),  in  which  he  says,  that  on  his  presentation  to  the 
Emperor,  he  had  concluded  many  inquiries  as  to  Sir  B.  K — ^'s 
journey  by  asking  on  what  day  he  arrived,  and  on  being  told 
the  17th  (the  very  day  Sir  E —  had  himself  fixed  before  leav- 
ing), said  he  was  not  at  all  surprised,  as  it  corresponded  with 
his  usual  punctuality.  "The  Emperor  did  not  fiul  to  add" 
(says  his  young  correspondent),  "  that  he  should  be  extremely 
happy  to  see  you  back  again  at  Vienna." 

And  when  he  did  return  again  to  Vienna,  it  may  be  pleasing 
to  learn,  that  his  first  despatch  contained  unqualified  enco- 
niums  on  Mr.  Hammond,  and  a  request  to  keep  him  (though  a 
supernumerary),  till  something  else  offered. 
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drawal  of  the  letter  No.  46,  was  still  made  a  ame 
qua  non  of  the  resumption  of  office  at  Viemia ; 
while  on  that  of  Sir  Eobert  that  step  was  still 
indignantly  rejected,  and  the  whole  matter  re- 
ferred imreservedly  to  the  King's  decision  after  a 
personal  audience. 

This,  the  well-known  circumstance  of  his 
Majesty's  illness,  for  some  time  utterly  precluded ; 
nor  was  it  till  after  four  months  of  no  doubt 
abundantly  harassing  suspense  (when,  too,  official 
discretion  rendered  all  participation  in  his  anxieties 
impossible),  that  on  the  Eong's  complete  recovery, 
no  steps  being  taken  by  the  Foreign  Secretary  to 
accelerate  the  audience  on  which  hung  suspended 
the  public  and  private  fortunes  of  his  attached 
and  faithful  servant.  Sir  Eobert  Keith  thus 
betook  himself  to  the  fountain  head. 

SIR  R.   M.   KEITH  TO  MR.   PITT. 

"  Cork  Street,  March  20th,  1789. 

"Sir, 

^'  It  is  with  great  satisfaction,  and  firm 
reliance  on  your  candour,  that  I  submit  to  your 
judgment  every  step  of  my  public  conduct ;  which 
I  trust  has  always  appeared  to  be  conformable  to 
honourable  principle  and  to  warm  and  unshaken 
loyalty  and  attachment  towards  my  sovereign. 

"  After  remaining  here  upwards  of  four  months, 
without  receiving  any  official  communication 
from  my  principal,  I  have  foimd  myself  under  the 
necessity  of  writing  to  Lord  Caermarthen,  this 

VOL.  II.  s 
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day,  the  letter  of  which  I  take  the  liberty  to 
enclose  a  copy. 

"  I  deferred  troubling  his  lordship  sooner  with 
the  renewal  of  my  request,  in  the  supposition  that 
the  pressure  of  ofl&cial  business,  in  the  present 
crisis,  might  for  some  time  prevent  his  attention 
from  being  turned  to  the  private  affairs  of  indivi- 
duals. But  a  longer  delay  in  my  application 
might  possibly  be  liable  to  misapprehension. 

*^I  have,  therefore,  endeavoured  to  unite  in 
the  language  of  it  the  decent  and  temperate 
asse^on  of  my  own  just  claims,  together  with 
the  clearest  proof  of  that  deference,  which  I 
willingly  show  towards  the  character  of  my  prin- 
cipal and  the  rights  belonging  to  his  official 
station. 

"  I  shall  be  extremely  happy  if  this  fair  pro- 
ceeding meets  with  your  approbation ;  and  com- 
pletely so,  if  I  have  succeeded  in  proving  to  you. 
Sir,  the  heartfelt  sentiments  of  respect  and 
gratitude,  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &c. 

"E.  M.  Keith." 

SIR  B.  M.  KEITH  TO  THE  MABQUIS  OF  GAEBMABTHEN. 

«  Cork  Street,  March  20th,  1789. 

*<Mt  Lobd, 

"In  our  last  conversation,  of  the  18th 
November,  your  lordship  very  frankly  made 
known  to  me  your  determination  to  recall  me 
from  my  mission  to  the  Court  of  Vienna  when- 
ever you  could  obtain  the  royal  sanction  for  that 
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measure.  This  resolution  you  declared  to  be 
fincdy  it  therefore  excluded  all  further  discussion, 
and  debarred  my  attendance  at  your  office. 

**The  only  request  I  made  to  your  lordship 
was,  that  in  consideration  of  my  long  services, 
and  shattered  fortune,  I  might  be  honoured,  as 
soon  as  possible,  with  your  commands  upon  the 
matter ;  that  I  might  not  be  left  unnecessarily 
under  the  heavy  load  of  a  very  large  establish- 
ment at  Vienna. 

*^  Your  lordship  acquiesced  in  the  justice  of 
this  request,  and  promised  to  fulfil  it.  From 
that  day  to  this  I  have  remained  in  strict-  and 
respectful  silence,  in  regard  to  the  whole  a£^ir, 
leaving  the  issue  of  it  entirely  in  your  lordship's 
hands. 

"Ever  since  the  most  happy  event  of  his 
Majesty's  complete  recovery  took  place,  I  have 
lived  in  anxious  expectation  of  those  commands  ; 
wishing  to  seize  the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying 
at  the  feet  of  my  sovereign  the  sincere  expressions 
of  my  zealous  duty  and  deep  gratitude,  and  enter- 
taining the  most  sanguine  hope  to  find,  in  the 
breast  of  my  beneficent  master,  and  invariable 
benefactor,  such  a  favourable  interpretation  of  my 
past  services  and  present  conduct,  as  will  prove 
the  most  invaluable  reward  to  which  I  can  ever 
aspire. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

*^Il.  M.  Keith." 

That  immediate  steps  were  about  to  be  taken 
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for  procoring  the  audience  in  qaestion  (whidi,  as 
Sir  Robert  in  a  letter  not  given,  himself  obsenres, 
could  ordy  according  to  etiquette,  take  place 
through  Lord  Caermarthen,  as  his  official  prin- 
cipal), the  following  note  of  apology  from  the 
under  secretary  proves :  — 

"  WTuttkaO,  March  250^  1789. 
"Mr.  Fraser  presents  his  compliments  to  Sir 
Robert  Murray  Keith,  and  has  the  honour  to 
acquaint  him  that  the  event  of  the  death  of  the 
late  Duke  of  Leeds  (which  happened  early  on 
Monday  morning),  has  prevented  the  present 
Duke  from  receiving  his  Majesty's  pleasure  as  to 
the  time  when  the  King  may  be  pleased  to  re- 
ceive Sir  Robert" 

As  soon  as  filial  duty  and  decency  permitted  a 
resumption  of  o£Scial  business,  no  time  seems 
to  have  been  lost. 

«<  Whitehall,  Wednesday,  April  15th,  1789. 
*'  The  Duke  of  Leeds  presents  his  compliments 
to  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith,  and  has  the  honour 
to  inform  him  that  the  King  will  receive  him  at 
Windsor  on  Sunday  next,  at  one  o'clock." 

"  Sir  Robert  Keith  presents  his  respectful  com- 
pliments to  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  together  with  his 
gratefiil  acknowledgment  for  the  honour  his 
Crrace  has  done  him  in  the  communication  of  his 
Majesty's  command  respecting  his  attendance  at 
Windsor  on  Sunday  next;  they  shall  be  obeyed 
with  the  utmost  punctuality." 
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Of  the  particulars  of  the  interview  itself  between 
the  King  and  the  faithful  servant  he  had  so  long 
delighted  to  honour,  no  record  has  unfortunately 
been  preserved.  Its  result,  in  addition  to  the 
triumph  (never  once  made  a  subject  of  unseemly 
exultation,  even  in  confidential  correspondence) 
of  confirmation  in  his  post  at  Vienna,  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  studiously  polite 
and  even  friendly  note  (in  his  own  hand)  from 
the  Duke,  apologising  for  the  postponement  of  a 
previously  appointed  meeting. 

"  Whitehall,  AprU  2l8t,  1789. 

"  The  Duke  of  Leeds  presents  his  compliments 
to  Sir  Eobert  Keith,  and  is  afraid  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  him  to  receive  Sir  Eobert  to-morrow 
(as  proposed)  on  account  of  Mr.  Hastings'  trial, 
which  is  then  to  be  proceeded  in.  The  Duke 
will  let  Sir  Eobert  know  whenever  he  can  fix  a 
time,  and  is  generally  at  the  oflSce  about  two 
o'clock,  if  not  engaged  at  the  House  of  Lords ; 
and  shall  be  happy  to  see  Sir  Eobert  at  that  time, 
any  day  after  Thursday  that  may  be  convenient 
for  him  to  call  at  Whitehall.  If  the  Duke  can 
possibly  fix  a  time,  with  certainty  of  his  being 
punctual  to  it,  he  will  not  fail  to  send  word  to 
Sir  Eobert. 

"  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith,  ^c.  ^c.  ^c." 

What  passed  in  the  interview  between  Sir  E. 
M.  Keith  and  his   late   principal,  has  also   not 
transpired.      But  the  cordiality  with  which  the 
s  3 
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official  correspondence  was  resumed  on  his  retom 
to  Vienna,  and  the  share  we  shall  see  him  frankly 
assigning  to  his  lately  offended  superior  in  for- 
warding his  legitimate  claims*,  prove  that  the 
tempoiazT  estrangement  had  Tanished  on  the  re- 
newal of  personal  intercourse.  Let  us  hope  that 
in  writing  a  few  dai^  after,  bv  his  Majesty's  di- 
rection, to  ^  desire  Sir  B.  M.  Keith  to  attend  at 
Windsor  to  be  sworn  of  the  PriTy  Council,''  his 
quondam  friend  once  more  experienced  the  feel- 
ings which  had  prompted  him,  two  or  three  years 
before,  thus  to  express  himself  upon  the  subject: — 
**  It  gave  me  concern  you  should  be  at  the  trouble 
of  stating  your  former  services  as  a  ground  for 
the  &Tour  in  question.  The  King  ia  too  well 
convinced  of  your  long-experienced  zeal  and 
ability,  to  have  made  any  recapitulation  necessary ; 
and  I  should  be  sorry  indeed  to  have  you  suspect 
me  (who  was  to  convey  your  wishes  to  his 
Majesty)  of  being  so  totally  ignorant  of,  or  inat- 
tentive to  your  merit,  as  to  think  I  could  hesitate 
a  moment  in  executing  the  commission.  I  im- 
mediately mentioned  it  to  the   King,   and   you 

♦  The  intimacy  of  the  parties,  previons  to  the  alienation  (on 
public  more  than  private  grounds)  of  the  neglected  diplomatist, 
may  be  gathered  from  the  playful  terms  in  which  Lord  Caer- 
marthen  alludes  to  a  former  claim  of  the  kind.  "  Observing  by 
your  letter  to  North,  that  you  are  anxious  to  know  Sir  Georgia 
(the  King's)  sentiments  and  intentions  towards  you,  I  am 
happy  to  tell  you  that  they  are  precisely  what  you  wish. 
Believe  me,  you  do  justice  in  reposing  faith  and  confidence  in 
Ins  Clerh^  who  will  not  leave  off  worrying  the  Steward^  till 
justice  is  done  you." 
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may  safely  rely  on  your  wish  being  gratified 
whenever  your  personal  appearance  can  render  it 
practicable.  I  do  assure  you  with  sincerity,  I 
shall  ever  be  happy  in  any  opportunity  which  may 
enable  me  to  oblige  you." 

One  of  the  gleams  of  amendment  with  which 
the  lingering,  though  fatal,  pulmonary  malady  of 
the  Emperor  Joseph  was  chequered,  occasioned 
an  extension  of  Sir  R.  M.  Keith's  leave,  which  he 
employed  (as  originally  intended)  in  visiting  his 
family  in  Scotland. 

In  August  Sir  R.  M.  Keith  returned  to  town, 
on  his  way  to  resume  his  official  duties  at  Vienna. 
Being  desirous  not  only  to  return  his  personal 
acknowledgments  to  Mr.  Pitt  for  that  exertion 
of  his  influence  which,  joined  to  the  steady  friend- 
ship of  his  sovereign,  had  carrried  him  triumph- 
antly through  a  rather  threatening  official  crisis — 
but  (as  he  writes  to  their  mutual  friend,  Mr. 
Dundas)  to  "be  favoured  by  him  with  that  confi- 
dential conversation,  without,  which  he  should  find 
it  next  to  impossible  to  render  his  services  abroad 
of  any  essential  utility  to  his  country  ^^ — ^thenext 
day  but  one  was  fixed  by  the  Premier  for  the 
interview ;  one  it  will  be  remembered  which  the 
veteran  in  politics  had  long  looked  forward  to  with 
the  "  able  young  minister  "  and  which  proved  in 
the  highest  degree  satisfactory  to  both.* 

*  Mr.  Dundas,  the  Mend  of  both,  thus  writes  to  Sir  B.  M. 
Keith :  —  "I  am  much  pleased  to  learn  that  eveiything  went  so 
much  to  your  wishes  before  you  left  Britain.  The  description 
you  give  of  your  conversation  with  Mr.  Pitt  is  that  which  I 
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It  was  not  long  after  Sir  B.  M.  Keith's  retnm 
to  Vienna,  that  substantial  proofe  of  the  valne 
put  by  the  sovereign  and  his  *'  young  minister ' 
on  his  services,  called  forth  the  following  graceful 
acknowledgment :  — 

SIB   B.   M.   KEITH  TO  MB.   PITT. 

"^  Novanbfr  20tk,  1789. 

«  Sib, 

"  I  am  extremely  grateful  for  his  Majesty's 
goodness  in  granting  so  handsome  an  addition  to 
my  salary ;  and  well  aware  how  much  I  am  in- 
debted to  your  patronage  *,  for  the  ease  and  com- 
fort of  my  pecuniary  situation. 

"  I  have  only  to  wish  for  an  occasion  of  render- 
could  easfly  conceive  from  the  parties  concerned.  The  sim- 
plicity of  his  ideas  on  all  political  subjects  is  one  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  him  which  I  have  always  admired.  I  hope  in  God 
it  will  continue  so,  but  at  present  there  is  no  doubt  the  ball  is 
at  our  feet ;  and  I  trust  we  shall  be  completely  recovered  from 
all  our  embarrassments  before  other  nations  can  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  look  us  in  the  fUce.  If  I  can  be  of  any  use  to  you 
in  your  absence  you  may  freely  command  yours,  with  great 
regard, 

"  H.  DUNDAS." 

*  It  must  have  been  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  this  heredi- 
tary patronage  was  acknowledged  by  the  writer.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  not  only  was  Lord  Chatham  the  special  patron 
of  Mr.  Keith,  but  also  that  Sir  Kobert's  own  early  military 
command  was  entirdy  and  solely  due  to  him.  In  both  cases 
too,  the  strong  interest  created  was  the  result  of  a  personal 
interview.  No  sooner  did  the  young  half-pay  officer  "get 
access  to  Mr.  Pitt"  (the  elder),  than  his  "  business  was  done ;  " 
and  so  it  was  when,  in  advanced  life,  he  gained  admission  to 
the  son. 
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ing  my  zealous  services  more  useful  to  my  king 
and  country ;  and  whenever  it  may  suit  the  views 
of  government  to  afford  me  such  an  opportunity, 
it  shall  be  improved  to  the  utmost  of  my  power. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  most  gratefully  and 
respectfully,  &c. 

*'E.  M.  Keith." 

One  letter  more  remains  (without  which  the 
moral  picture  of  the  man  would  be  incomplete), 
that  in  which,  with  the  real  unaffected  cordiality 
of  a  breast  incapable  of  harbouring  the  im-British 
feeling  known  by  the  exotic  word  rancuney  Sir 
Eobert  gives  to  his  principal,  not  only  formal  and 
official,  but  personal  credit  for  the  increase  of 
emoluments  alluded  to  above. 

SIR   R.   M.    KEITH   TO   THE   DUKE   OF   LEEDS. 

"  Vienna,  Nov.  20th,  1789. 

*^My  DEAR  Lord, 

"I  receive  with  deep  gratitude  the  fresh 
proofs  of  munificence  with  which  our  royal  master 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  honour  me;  and 
I  beg  of  your  Grace  to  have  the  goodness  to  lay 
my  humble  and  dutiful  acknowledgments  at  his 
Majesty's  feet. 

"  I  think  myself  essentially  indebted  to  your 
Grace,  for  the  warm  interest  you  were  pleased  to 
take  in  my  obtaining  that  additional  allowance ; 
and  to  Mr.  Pitt,  for  having  thus  set  my  pecuniary 
affairs  on  an  easy  and  comfortable  footing.  My 
only  regret  is,  that  I  am  not  placed  in  a  more 
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active  scene,  where  my  zeal  might  become  more 
useful  to  my  king  and  country.  I  shall  be  happy 
if,  when  the  restoration  of  the  general  tran- 
quillity of  Europe  shall  become  an  object  of 
interesting  negotiation,  my  mission  here  shall 
afford  me  an  opportunity  of  exerting  my  best 
efforts  to  prove  myself  worthy  of  his  Majesty's 
favour. 

"  Mr.  Hammond  is  extremely  flattered  by  your 
Grace's  kind  remembrance  of  him.  He  is  beloved 
and  esteemed  here,  and  is  well  persuaded  of  my 
hearty  regard  for  him.  Yet  you  would  think  him 
to  blame  if  he  did  not  ardently  wish  for  some 
solid  establishment,  where  his  zealous  services 
could  have  scope  suflScient  to  justify  your  Grace's 
favourable  opinion.  I  will  pawn  my  word  that 
Mr.  Hammond  will  do  credit  to  it  in  whatever 
situation  you  may  be  pleased  to  place  him.*  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  very  gratefully  and  re- 
spectfully, &c. 

"  E.  M.  Keith." 

It  was  indeed  an  anxious  and  melancholy,  as 
well  as  troubled  scene,  to  which  Sir  E.  M.  Keith 
was  recalled,  by  the  increasing  illness  of  his  twenty 
years'  public  patron,  and  private  friend,  the  Em- 
peror Joseph ;  a  few  affecting  particulars  of  which 

*  It  may  appropriately  close  this  somewhat  lengthened 
personal  history,  to  state,  that  Sir  R  Keith  brought  back  from 
London  fvU  avihority  to  present  Mr.  Stratton  as  Secretary  of 
Legation, 
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are  given  in  his  letters  of  that  period  of  affliction 
and  disaster. 

SIR   R.   M,    KEITH  TO   HIS   SISTER. 

*' Februart/ nth,  1790, 

^^  What  I  have  to  tell  you  from  hence,  my  dear 
Anne,  is  indeed  very  dismal !  The  Emperor  is 
drawing  very  fast  to  the  most  melancholy  cata- 
strophe. The  danger  of  a  fatal  explosion  in  his 
breast,  is  in  the  highest  degree  miminent  His 
physicians  have  given  him  notice  of  this;  and 
there  is  no  describing  the  calm  composure  with 
which  he  continues  to  transact  almost  the  whole 
business  with  his  mvn  pen.  He  receives  two  or 
three  of  his  old  chamberlains  every  evening  in  his 
apartment,  and  joins  in  the  conversation,  without 
mentioning  his  malady.  He  has  given  directions 
for  many  things  in  the  event  of  his  demise,  and 
likewise  for  the  christening  of  the  child  which 
the  Archduchess  will  bring  into  the  world  at  the 
end  of  this  month.  He  has  sent  for  his  brother, 
the  Grand  Duke,  from  Florence,  and  he  is  expected 
in  about  ten  days. 

^^  I  am  greatly  afflicted  at  the  sufferings  of  the 
monarch,  and  I  will  add  that  the  enemies  he  may 
have  can  wish  no  aggravation  to  his  present  dis- 
tress;— amidst  a  Turkish  war,  the  near  prospect 
of  a  quarrel  with  Prussia  and  Poland,  the  Nether- 
lands lost,  a  general  discontent  among  the  lower 
classes  of  the  people  in  many  provinces,  an  in- 
curable disease, — and,  alas !  no  female  hand  near 
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his  pillow,  to  administer  some  comfort  in  every 
cup  of  those  medicines  he  must  take,  though  ever 
so  inefficacious  !  His  intentions  were  always  good ; 
though  he  was  often  mistaken,  both  in  plan  and 
method.  He  has  given  the  best  proofs  of  his 
hearty  wish  to  correct  former  errors,  by  restoring 
to  many  of  his  subjects  their  ancient  privileges. 
But  enough  of  this  affecting  subject.  He  has  been 
kindy  very  kind  to  me  for  twenty  years.  I  write 
from  honest  feelingSy  but  remember  for  the  sister- 
hood, and  their  particular  friends  alone.  I  shall 
do  so  again  as  soon  as  the  Imperial  tragedy  is 
concluded,  and  the  curtain  has  fallen. 

^^  Yours  ever, 

"E.  M.  K.** 

SIR   R.  M.  KEITH   TO   THE   DUKE   OP   LEEDS. 

"  Vienna,  February  IZth,  1790. 

"My  Lord, 

"  I  am  very  sorry  to  acquaint  your  Grace, 
that  some  alarming  symptoms  which  have  attended 
the  Emperor's  illness  within  these  two  days,  in- 
duced his  Imperial  Majesty  to  fulfil  this  morning 
one  of  the  most  affecting  duties  of  the  Eoman 
Catholic  religion,  by  receiving  the  Sacrament  in 
public.  The  principal  officers  of  the  Com-t,  to- 
gether with  a  considerable  number  of  the  nobility 
of  both  sexes,  assisted  at  that  solemn  fimction,  in 
the  royal  apartment ;  where  it  was  performed  in 
the  most  edifying  manner. 

"  It  is  hoped  that  the  symptoms  which  prompted 
the  Emperor's  physicians  to  entreat  his  Imperial 
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Majesty  to  fulfil  the  above-mentioned  duty  of 
religion  without  delay,  may  yet  yield  to  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  remedies  employed ;  but  a  fainting  fit 
in  the  course  of  last  uight,  and  the  great  difficulty 
of  respiration  which  induced  the  Emperor  to  per- 
form his  devotions  in  public  this  morning,  plainly 
indicate  that  he  is  now  in  the  last  stage  of  his 
malady ;  and  it  is  even  a  matter  of  doubt,  if  his 
brother  the  Grand  Duke  (who  is  expected  in  eight 
or  ten  days)  will  find  him  alive. 

"  In  the  meantime,  the  monarch  has  been  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  remove  several  of  the  principal 
sources  of  that  unhappy  misunderstanding,  which 
has  of  late  subsisted  between  him  and  the  subjects 
of  several  of  his  hereditary  states.  The  restitution 
of  the  privileges  of  the  Hungarians,  has  been 
followed  by  a  similar  measure  in  regard  to  his 
subjects  in  the  Tyrol,  who  were  in  a  state  of  general 
ferment.  I  am  likewise  assured  that  his  Imperial 
Majesty  is  determined  to  reinstate  the  countries 
of  Gallicia  and  Lodomiria  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
rights  which  ought  to  have  been  secured  to  them 
by  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  partition.  In 
short,  I  may  venture  to  assure  your  Grace,  that 
the  Emperor  is  seriously  bent  on  employing  the 
remainder  of  his  days  in  recovering  the  hearts  of 
his  subjects  as  much  as  possible,  by  a  repeal  of 
many  of  those  laws  which,  in  the  space  of  a  few 
years,  had  in  a  great  degree  alienated  them.  To 
this  plan  of  conduct,  his  Majesty  is  not  only  in- 
stigated by  the  sincere  desire  of  correcting  the 
errors  of  his  government,  but  by  the  very  urgent 
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motive  of  employing  the  most  effectual  means  to 
frustrate  such  hostile  plans  on  the  part  of  Bussia^ 
as  were  built  on  the  growing  disaffection  of  the 
Austrian  subjects^  both  in  Hungary  and  Poland. 
It  is  thought  that  the  Grand  Duke*  will  very 
heartily  join  in  putting  the  finishing  hand  to  all 
their  salutary  retractations.  I  am  informed  from 
good  authority^  that  it  is  the  Emperor's  intention 
(ever  since  he  sent  the  pressing  invitation  for  this 
Prince's  return  to  Vienna)  to  declare  the  Grand 
Duke  Segent  of  all  the  hereditary  dominions^  at 
the  moment  of  his  arriving  here. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

*^E.  M.  Keith." 

SIB   B.  If.  KEITU  TO  THE   DUKE   OF  LEEDS. 

"  Vienna,  February  ISth. 

"My  Lobd, 

"  I  must  discharge  a  melancholy  duty,  in 
endeavouring  to  avail  myself  of  the  by-post,  to 
acquaint  your  Grace  that  between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock  last  night,  the  Archduchess  was  delivered 
of  a  daughter ;  and  I  am  very  sorry  to  add  that 
the  consequence  of  the  event  proved  so  fatal  to  the 
Archduchess  herself,  that  she  died  this  morning 
about  six  o'clock.  The  new  bom  infant  is  so  weak 
that  it  was  immediately  christened,  and  its  life  is 
still  thought  to  be  in  danger. 

"  It  may  easily  be  conceived  how  great  the  shock 
occasioned   by  these  complicated    disasters  has 

^  *  Afterwards  the  Emperor  Leopold.  i 
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proved  to  the  Emperor,  whose  health  continues  in 
the  same  very  precarious  state  as  for  some  days 
past. 

*^  Such  an  afflicting  scene  as  will  present  itself  to 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  *  on  his  arrival  at  the 
Imperial  Palace,  can  hardly  be  paralleled  ! 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
''  R.  M.  Keith. 

"P.S. — I  am  not  suflSciently  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  that  Prince  to  venture  any  prediction 
respecting  his  future  reign.  But  the  valuable 
qualities  on  which  his  subjects  placed  their  chief 
reliance  are  his  love  of  economy,  good  order, 
and  justice.  They  believe  him  averse  to  war, 
and  hope  that  his  first  endeavour  will  be  the 
restoration  of  general  tranquillity." 

SIR   R.   M.   KEITH  TO   HIS   SISTERS. 

'' February  20ih,  1790. 

"My  dear  Sisters, 

"My  letter  of  the  13th  will  have  in  a 
manner  prepared  you  for  the  dismal  catastrophe 
which  has  now  taken  place,  after  such  a  succes- 
sion of  disasters  as  has  been  most  affecting,  and 
can  hardly  be  equalled.  On  Wednesday  evening 
the  young  Archduchess  (consort  of  the  Archduke 
Francis)  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  daughter,  and 
the  consequences  of  her  childbirth  proved  so  fatal 

*  Father-in-law  to   the  interesdiig  deceased  FrincetB,  and 
brother  to  the  Emperor. 
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that  she  died  next  morning ;    The  daaghter  is  in 
a  very  precarious  state  of  healdi. 

^^  The  Emperor  had  been  in  imminent  danger 
for  more  than  a  week.  His  sufferings  were  in- 
eessanty  and  he  not  only  bore  them  with  the  most 
exemplary  fortitude^  but  continued  (at  every 
possible  interval)  to  employ  his  own  pen  with 
the  utmost  calmness,  in  directing  the  affidrs  of 
•State  and  in  taking  leave  of  his  friends  and  &mily. 

"  At  five  o'clock  this  morning  he  expired !  peace 
to  his  shade,  and  impartial  justice  to  his  memory  I 
His  brother  the  Grand  Duke  (now  King  of  Hun- 
gary) is  hourly  expected.  What  a  shocking  scene 
will  present  itself  to  his  view  on  arriving  in  his 
new  dominions ! 

'*  I  send  this  along  with  the  government  des- 
patches, by  a  servant  of  my  own,  to  England. 
You  will  easily  conceive  how  much  I  am  hurried 
at  such  a  crisis,  I  have  only  time  to  embrace 
the  sisterhood  with  the  utmost  cordiality.  I  am 
well  as  you  could  wish  me. 

*'  God  bless  you  all, 

«E.  M.  K" 

SIR  R.   M.   KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTERS. 

"  Vienm,  March  IZth,  1790. 

"  My  two  last  letters  were  so  melancholy,  my 
dear  Anne,  that  I  am  determined  to  talk  no  more 
about  dead  Princesses  and  Emperors,  but  to 
sicquaint  you  that  his  Himgarian  Majesty  arrived 
last  nighty  in  perfect  health,  and  that  the  sxm 
shines  uncommonly  bright  this  Tnomvng.    May 
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it  be  the  propitious  omen  of  a  sunshiny  reign ! 
There  are  excessively  black  clouds  both  in  the 
south  and  north ;  let  us^-hope  that,  with  care  and 
prudence,  they  may  be  prevented  from  bursting. 
The,    new-bom  Princess  is  getting  quite   well. 
The  Queen  and  twehe  more  of  her  children  (for 
she  has  fourteen  in  all)  is  expected  here  in  May, 
and  that  will  make  the  town  lively.     There  is  to 
be  a  coronation  in  Hungary,  about  July,  and 
perhaps  one  in  Bohemia.     I  am  no  lover  of  shows 
and  crowds,  but  if  precedence  and  fashion  require 
my  presence  (which  I  rather  doubt)  it  shall  be 
forthcoming  with  a  good  grace.     There  never  was 
so  mild  a  winter,  nor  so  promising  a  spring.     I 
have  secured  a  charming  garden,  with  a  very  hand- 
some well-furnished  house,  in  the  suburbs,  where 
I  hope  to  pass  many  pleasant  and  healthy  days. 
It  is  only  ten  minutes'  drive  from  my  town-house, 
and  I  intend  to  remove  to  it  the  first  fortnight  of 
April.     The  Pergens  and  Thuns  are  recovering 
from   their   depression;  and   all  Vienna  on  the 
gaze  to  watch  the  auspicious  dawning  of  the  new 
reign.     Their  King  is  possessed  of  great  talents, 
and   is  a  lover  of  justice,  and  much  reliance  is 
placed  on  his  pacific  disposition. 

"  Now,  my  dear  Anne,  having  begun  my  letter 
as  becomes  a  plenipo,  let  me  come  to  my  own 
great  affair,  as  a  quondam  Edinburgh  collegian. 
I  approve  entirely  of  the  plan  for  my  subscription 
such  as  you  and  Dr.  Eobertson  have  arranged  it, 
both  with  regard  to  the  fifty  guineas  in  acquittal 
of  my  beloved  father's   promise,  and  the  fifty 

VOL.  II.  T 
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guineas  more  for  myselE  Let  it  be  put  in  execu- 
tion immediately;  and  close  the  transaction  by 
delivering  my  hearty  good  wishes  to  Dr.  fiobert- 
son  for  the  speedy  completion  of  the  laudable 
undertaking.  You  do  not  tell  me  when  the  uni- 
versity buildings  are  to  be  begun;  neither  vnll 
you  send  me  a  scratch  of  the  plan.  Pray  indulge 
me  so  far ;  I  want  to  be  proud  of  ii,  if  I  can* 
You  wonder  I  never  asked  our  brave  old  eoTrvpor 
triote,  Laudohn^  to  be  a  subscriber  to  it.  Why, 
truly,  because  he  is  as  poor  a  marshal  as  any 
Highlander  of  us  all ;  and  I  could  not  put  him 
in  the  dilemma  of  refuning  to  subscribe  at  all,  or 
to  the  inconvenience  of  such  a  donation  as  he 
would  think  a  becoming  one.  My  reason,  me- 
thinks,  is  good. 

*^  Tell  the  Duchess  of  Buccleugh  that  I  acknow- 
ledge the  justice  of  her  wrath,  and  like  her  the 
better  for  it.  But  that  her  Grace  may  lay  her 
account  (and  I  say  the  same  of  the  Duke)  with 
finding  me,  in  the  evening  of  my  life,  a  safe,  a 
cheerful,  and  truly  attached  crony.  I  am  laying 
in  a  precious  stock*  of  anecdotes  and  observations 
on  all  manner  of  great  men,  and  great  events, 
which,  if  properly  and  sparingly  dealt  out  to 
you  ally  round  a  clear  burning  coal  fire,  will 
make  you  lick  your  lips  again!  The  next  six 
months,  will  add  considerably  to  them,  else  I  am 
much  mistaken  1  Tell  me  in  return  all  that 
concerns  the  worthy  folks  with  you.  I  love  to 
keep  up  the  chavn  and  brighten  U  carefully  ! 
"  I  embrace  you  all  with  true  afiection. 
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SIB  B.   M.   KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEBS. 

"  Vienna,  Apnl  Sth,  1790. 
"  Grood  day  to  you,  my  dear  sisters !  I  hope  you 
are  all  hearty,  and  enjoying  with  comfort  the 
blessings  of  good  government  and  prosperity 
which  reign  in  your  happy  island.  More  than 
one-half  of  the  rest  of  Europe  is  seized  with  a 
democratic  lunacy ;  and  the  country  in  which  I 
reside  is  engaged  in  one  war,  and  fears  that  a 
Prussian  or  Polish  one  will  break  out  shortly. 
The  new  King  of  Hungary  has  the  most  humane 
and  pacific  disposition,  and  he  is  unquestionably 
doing  his  utmost  to  restore  peace  where  it  has 
been  interrupted,  and  prevent  the  extension  of  the 
war.  But  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  foresee  what 
will  be  the  result  of  his  overtures  at  Berlin.  An 
answer  to  them  is  expected  in  a  few  days,  and  we 
shall  then  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  with  regard 
to  futurity.  King  Leopold  *  has  already  gained 
the  hearts  of  his  subjects  in  this  part  of  his  mon- 
archy by  a  voluntary  offer  (made  at  the  moment 
of  his  accession)  to  restore  to  every  province,  and 
every  rank  of  men,  all  their  ancient  rights  and 
privileges.  I  have  been  this  morning  at  Court, 
to  assist  at  the  ceremony  (a  very  splendid  one)  of 
the  States  of  Lower  Austria  swearing  allegiance, 
and  doing  homage  to  their  sovereign.  It  made 
the  tears  come  into  my  eye  to  hear  the  loud  and 

*  His  election  as  Emperor  had  not  yet  taken  place. 
T  2 
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hearty  shout  with  which  that  oath  was  pronoimoed 
aloudy  by  the  whole  assembly. 

"I  am  just  about  removing  to  my  charming 
garden.  I  ajssure  you,  my  dear  sisters,  that, 
without  losing  a  grain  of  my  naljral  cheerfulness, 
I  am  growing  very  fond  of  a  snug  habitation ; 
and  feel  a  vocation  to  become  a  proficient  in 
gardening !  Let  me  once  achieve  some  important 
service  to  my  country  (which  the  pa^ijica/tion 
may  oflfer,  after  all  these  princes  are  tired  of 
quarrelling),  and  then  you  shall  see  me  plant  my 
cabbages  with  great  glee,  and  some  skilly  within 
the  precincts  of  your  happy  island !    Adieu. 

«R  M.  K." 

Sm  B.   M.  KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEBS. 

"  Vienna,  May  Sth,  1790. 

"  I  have  had  a  busy  time  of  it,  my  dear  sisters, 
for  several  weeks  past,  in  employing  my  utmost 
eflforts  to  give  efficacy  to  our  King's  benevolent 
purpose  of  restoring  the  general  tranquillity.  I 
cannot  hitherto  boast  of  my  success ;  but  the  com- 
mission is  both  honourable  and  offreeahle  in  the 
highest  degree;  and,  happen  what  may,  I  am 
sure  that  I  shall  have  a  good  claim  to  the  appro- 
bation of  all  parties. 

"  The  King  of  Hungary  is  indefatigable  in  re- 
storing good  order  and  general  contentment 
throughout  his  extensive  dominions.  It  is  no 
easy  matter,  after  all  the  conftusion  and  discontent 
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which  the  hasty  measures  of  his  late  brother  had 
created;  but  with  perseverance,  and  that  real 
benevolence  which  belong  to  his  character,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  his  attaining,  some  time  hence, 
that  desirable  object.  His  Queen  and  twelve 
young  children  will  arrive  here  next  week ;  this 
will  enliven  our  good  city  of  Vienna,  which,  in 
truth,  stands  in  much  need  of  it !  I  am  to  present 
my  credentials  to  the  new  King  to-morrow ;  after 
which  I  shall  remove  to  my  garden-house,  which 
is  near  enough  to  be  constantly  at  hand  for  every 
sort  of  business.  I  have  also  a  letter  from  our 
King  to  her  Hungarian  Majesty,  which  I  shall 
deliver  on  her  arrival.  I  have  seen  that  Queen 
here  formerly;  she  is  a  very  estimable,  though 
by  no  means  handsome,  princess ;  and  her  large 
family  has  been  brought  up  with  sense  and 
simplicity. 

^^The  Diet  of  Hungary*  will  be  opened  on  the 
6th  of  June,  and  it  is  supposed  that  in  a  month 
after  the  restoration  of  the  ancient  constitution  of 
that  kingdom  will  be  so  far  completed,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  sovereign  and  subject's,  that  the 
coronation  will  take  place  at  Buda.  The  ambas- 
sadors will  be  invited:  and  I  shall  or  shall  not 
undertake  that  expensive  and  troublesome  journey, 
according  to  the  orders  I  shall  receive  from  home. 
The  election  at  Frankfort  will  be  brought  on  in 
July ;  and  if  all  goes  on  as  smoothly  as  there  is 

*  The  coincidence  between  the  state  of  matters  and  feeling 
in  Hungary  then  and  at  the  present  time,  must  lend  interest  to 
these  details. 

T  3 
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rather  New  Eeekie,  for  I  despise  the  old  one,  and 
it  is  the  only  old  thing  I  despise;  for  I  love  my 
old  cronies,  habits,  and  connexions  better  than 
ever.     Yours,  very  heartily. 


"SIR  B.  M.   KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEBS, 

"  Vienna,  July  Sth,  1790. 

"  I  confess,  my  dear  sisters,  that  I  have  been, 
for  the  last  two  months,  but  a  lame  correspondent. 
I  have  tugged  at  my  oar  with  might  and  main ;  and 
thought  myself  in  a  fair  way  of  reachiag  the  har- 
bour. The  business  has,  however,  taken  a  diflferent 
turn,  and  within  these  few  weeks  the  political  traffic 
has  been  removed  to  Eeichenbach,  in  Silesia ;  where 
a  considerable  number  of  the  plenipotentiaries  are 
now  endeav^ouring  to  lay  the  groimdwork  of  a 
general  accommodation. 

"  The  disposition  is  conciliatory  on  all  sides ;  but 
where  so  many  jarring  interests  are  to  be  reconciled 
(at  least  in  a  certain  degree),  it  is  a  difficult,  and 
can  hardly  be  a  speedy  negotiation.  If  once  we 
get  the  preliminaries  agreed  on,  and  an  armistice 
established,  the  horrors  of  a  new  war  will  be  ob- 
viated ;  and  all  the  matters  of  a  secondary  nature 
may  be  maturely  weighed  and  discussed.  The 
new  King  of  Hungary  has  given  proofs  of  his  love 
of  peace ;  and  will  make  considerable  sacrifices  to 
obtain  it.  The  state  of  confusion  in  which  the 
late  Emperor  left  his  extensive  monarchy,  renders 
peace  the  most  desirable  of  all  objects  to  his  sue- 


THE  BOMANCE   OF  DIPLOMACY.  281 

cesser.  The  Diet  of  Hungary  is  very  turbulent, 
and  no  time  can  yet  be  fixed  for  the  coronation  ; 
when  a  pacification  shall  become  certain,  matters 
will  go  on  more  smoothly  in  Hungary,  and  also  at 
•Frankfort,  when  the  election  will  in  that  case  be 
almost  instantaneously  decided.  I  am  interrupted, 
as  happens  to  me  three  or  four  times  every  morn- 
ing, and  will  return  to  you,  my  dear  sisters,  on 
Saturday. 

"  Jtdy  10. 

"  Matters  are  nearly  in  the  same  state,  my  dear 
Anne ;  but  the  hope  of  peace  is  prevalent  every- 
where, and  I  begin  to  think  that  the'  Spaniards 
(finding  themselves  disappointed  in  regard  to 
French  co-operation),  will  soon  bring  down  their 
spirit  to  relinquish  the  greatest  part  of  their 
foolish  pretensions. 

**As  to  France^  the  fever  runs  higher  and 
higher  I  the  course  of  it  must  end  in  civil  war, 
sooner  or  later.  This  I  hold  to  be  an  infallible 
prediction ;  and  on  its  confirmation  (notwithstand- 
ing a  million  of  civic  oaths,)  I  stake  all  my  politi- 
cal sagacity.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  French 
folly  has  proved  contagious  in  almost  every  comer 
of  Europe.  But  enough  of  these  cloudy  politics : 
let  me  talk  to  you  of  brighter  things.  We  are  to 
have  fine  matrimonial  doings  her^  in  next  Sept- 
ember. The  King  and  Queen  of  Naples  are 
coming,  with  their  two  eldest  daughters,  who  are 
to  be  married  forthwith  to  our  two  eldest  Arch- 
dukes.    There  is  a  third  intermarriage  equally 
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settled  between  those  royal  fEonilies ;  that  of  the 
Prince  Bojal  of  Naples  with  oar  third  Arch- 
duchess; but  each  of  the  parties  being  now  only 
thirteen  years  of  age,  the  nuptials  are  not  to  be 
celebrated  for  four  or  five  years  to  come.  The  King* 
and  Queen  of  Hungary,  with  their  two  coronations 
and  two  marriages,  will  have  their  hands  full  of 
work  betwen  this  and  the  winter.  If  the  peace  is 
made,  their  Sicilian  3Iajesties  have  eipressed  a 
wish  to  be  present  at  the  Frankfort  coronation^  a 
show  at  which  I  have  not  the  smallest  wish  to 
assist.  All  my  social  and  convivial  passions  are 
(thank  Heaven)  as  strong  as  ever.  But  my  taste 
for  royal  banquetings  and  princely  junketings 
have  left  me  long  ago,  and  all  my  comforts  are 
centred  in  narrow  circles — my  sisters  and  friends. 

**  Yours  ever, 

[ConfidentiaL] 
6IB  B.   IC   KEITH  TO   HIS  SISTEB. 

«  Vienna,  July  23rrf,  1790. 

^*Mt  deab  Sisteb, 

"I  send  one  of  my  servants  to-morrow  to 
England,  with  the  foundation  of  a  peace  in  this 
part  of  the  Continent,  and  I  trust  that  the  super- 
structure will  Ije  perfected  iii  a  short  time,  and  to 
general  satisfaction.  This  I  tell  to  the  sisterhood 
alonCy  and  for  their  private  information;  with 
this  additional  circumstance,  that  if  there  be  any 
real  merit  in  preventing  the  extension  of  hostility. 
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their  crony,  Murrays-hall*,  may  honestly  claim  a 
great  share  in  it.  This  is  a  truth  no  mortal  can, 
or  will  deny. 

^*  I  wish  somebody  (equally  well  informed)  wonld 
assure  me  that  our  quarrel  with  Spain  is  in  as  £ur 
a  train  of  adjustment.  I  am  in  hopes  that  the 
case  is  such ;  for  I  never  can  figure  to  myself  that 
Spain  can  be  rash  enough  to  risk  a  single  combat 
with  England ;  and  the  French,  amidst  all  their 
madness,  seem  at  least  to  have  kept  hold  of  one 
wise  maxim,  that  of  steering  clear  of  all  quarrels 
with  foreign  states.  But  there  is  no  foretelling 
what  turn  the  unaccountable  politics  of  the  Na- 
tional Assembly  may  hereafter  take  1 

*^  But  I  leave  these  matters  to  the  explanation  of 
futurity.  I  am,  in  the  meantime,  sincerely  glad, 
that  Cousin  Kitty-f  has  played  her  cards  womarir- 
fully  (there's  a  compliment  for  your  sex)  and 
brought  her  matters  to  bear  so  successfully.  I 
am  in  a  monstrous  hurry,  having  a  score  of  letters 
to  write. 

**  I  am  disappointed  at  finding  that  there  is  little 
chance  of  seeing  their  Neapolitan  Majesties  here 
along  with  their  daughters.  It  was  their  inten- 
tion ;  but  there  seems  to  be  no  small  apprehension 
that  the  French  disease  of  regeneration  may 
break  out  in  Naples  or  Sicily;  and  therefore 
prudent  sovereigns  must  not  go  too  far  afield. 

*  The  writer  himself,  so  designated  from  his  Scottish 
property. 

t  A  confidential  cipher  name  for  Sir  R  M.  Keith,  in  his 
family  correspondence. 
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No  contagion  was  ever  more  likely  to  diffuse  itself 
than  that  of — "Down  with  the  priests,  the  nobility, 
and  all  sorts  of  distinction."  That  the  mob  should 
bellow  thus,  is  matter  of  no  surprise.  But  that 
the  nobility  of  France  should  supplicate  for  de- 
gradationy  is  inconceivable  I  I  am  glad  (for 
amusement's  sake)  to  have  lived  in  the  strangest, 
and  most  topsy-turvy  of  all  ages.  Since  these 
things  were  to  happen,  I  am  glad  to  be  an  eye- 
witness of  them. 

^  What  a  grave  and  torpid  nation  we  Britons  are 
become  1  We  have  not  a  grain  of  that  beautiftd 
genius,  which  overturns  all  the  maxims  of  govern- 
ment and  state  policy,  which  have  led  mankind 
in  trammels  for  these  five  hundred  years !  BaMa  I 
if  we  are  not  a  happy  nation,  there  exists  not 
one  in  that  predicament  upon  the  &jce  of  God's 
earth ! 

"  But  to  return  to  my  own  pacification.  The 
finishing  hand  will  be  put  to  it  in  a  Congress,  to 
be  held,  some  six  or  eight  weeks  hence,  in  a 
Greek  or  Turkish  town  (Bucharest,  or  Crajova  in 
Wallachia),  at  the  distance  of  seven  or  eight  him- 
dred  miles  from  home.  However,  as  I  believe 
that  it  will  please  our  gracious  sovereign  to  order 
your  brother  to  crown  the  salutary  work,  pray  be 
not  surprised  if  the  Gazette  informs  you  that  I 
am  setting  out  for  one  or  other  of  those  outlandish 
cities. 

«E.  M.  K** 

A  few  extremely  valuable  letters  from  the  late 
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Lord  Auckland,  on  the  politics  of  this  eventful 
time,  at  whose  centre  circumstances  had  placed 
one  of  the  acutest  of  observers,  will  come  in  ap- 
propriately, as  a  farther  introduction  to  the  Con- 
gress alluded  to  in  Sir  E.  M.  Keith's  concluding 
letter. 

The  first  thus  opens,  or  rather  renews  the  cor- 
respondence. 

**  Lambeth  Palace,  Jan,  29th,  1790. 

"My  deab  Sik, 

"  It  is  a  circumstance  to  which  I  look 
forward  with  great  pleasure,  amidst  the  new  duties 
which  I  am  about  to  undertake  at  the  Hague, 
that  I  shall  have  frequent  occasions  of  corre- 
sponding with  you,  and  of  renewing  those  old 
habits  of  intercourse  and  friendship  with  you, 
which  have  been  long  interrupted  by  the  varied 
peregrinations  of  my  life ;  but  which  I  have  ever 
recollected  with  a  just  and  true  sense  of  the  value 
of  your  society  and  good  opinion.  I  will  write  to 
you  as  soon  as  I  arrive  at  the  Hague ;  and  I  can 
venture  to  say  that  you  will  find  me  a  punctual 
correspondent  during  my  residence  there;  and 
sincerely  desirous  to  receive  and  profit  by  your 
information  and  instruction;  et  apparemment 
dans  lea  circonstances  actuellesy  et  eventuellea 
de  VEuTope^  U  y  aura  abondamrnent  de  quoi 
s'entretenir. 

"  The  day  of  my  departure  is  not  yet  fixed,  but 
the  vessel  which  carries  my  baggage  and  part  of 
my  servants  sailed  this  morning.    My  dislike  to 
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sea  wiD  induce  me  to  go  by  Calais,  Brussels,  and 
Breda^  and  probably  in  about  ten  days. 

**  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  ever  most  sincerely  yours, 

"  Auckland. 

"  P.  S. — ^We  are  happily  in  this  country  without 
news  of  any  kind." 

[Private,] 
LOBD  AUCKLAND  TO  SIB  B.  M.   KEITH. 

**ffaffue,  April  6th,  1790. 

"My  dear  Sib, 

"  Lauzun  arrived  here  with  the  enclosed 
very  important  papers  this  morning;  Basilico 
came  with  him,  and  brought  despatches  of  the 
same  date,  which  I  have  forwarded  to  Berlin. 

**  As  far  as  I  understand  the  purport  of  these 
despatches  to  the  different  belligerent  powers, 
(and  I  have  had  great  pleasure  in  observing  the 
origin  of  the  plan,  and  its  progress  to  maturity, 
among  his  Majesty's  ministers,)  it  is  the  King's 
meaning,  not  merely  to  propose  a  general  armistice, 
for  the  purpose  of  a  Congress,  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  upon  the  general  grounds  which  are 
stated,  *  but  also  explicitly  to  offer  his  mediation ;' 
and  I  take  the  liberty  to  intimate  this,  because, 
though  it  is  not  expressed  in  the  despatches 
addressed  to  you,  it  seems  there  to  be  implied. 
If  the  King  of  Hungary  is  not  tied  hands  and 
feet  to  the  Court  of  Petersburg,  he  will  accept 
this  great  proposition,  which  you  are  authorised 
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to  make  to  him,  homiemeat  et  franchement;  and 
the  Turks,  upon  your  letters  to  Sir  E,  Ainslie, 
will  do  the  same.  I  mean,  as  far  as  the  armistice 
goes,  and  the  appointment  of  plenipotentiaries  to 
a  Congress ;  with  a  request  to  the  King  to  give 
his  mediation,  and  also  that  of  the  States  General, 
which  I  conceive  would  be  right,  both  to  add 
some  degree  of  weight  to  the  business,  and  from 
other  obvious  considerations. 

"  My  position  is,  that,  if  peace,  or  an  armistice 
tiakes  place  among  the  northern  nations ,  if  the 
King  of  Prussia  acquiesces  in  the  earnest  recom- 
mendation of  the  King;  and  if  the  Court  of 
VienDa  should  then  fairly  and  handsomely  throw 
the  arrangement  of  the  Belgic  Provinces  upon  the 
good  faith  of  the  King,  and  his  allies ;  still  main- 
taining the  moderate  and  conciliatory  language 
with  which  he  has  opened  his  reign ;  that  the 
business  might  be  accomplished,  by  our  forcing 
the  Brabant  leaders,  whoever  they  may  be  at  the 
time,  to  send  deputies  to  the  Congress,  to  arrange 
the  mode  and  terms  of  their  return  to  their 
sovereign,  or  by  such  other  expedients  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  moment  might  render  practi- 
cable. At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  confessed 
that  amidst  the  distractions,  and  violences,  and 
treacheries  which  are  prevailiag  in  the  civil  and 
military  factions  of  those  provinces,  the  indis- 
position towards  the  Austrian  government  seems 
unabated. 

"  We  are  also  liable  to  be  incessantly  thwarted 
by  the  popular  leaders  in  France,  who  both  from 


288  TUE  BOMANCE  OF  DIFIiOUACT. 

the  distresses  which  they  are  multiplying,  and  the 
whole  course  of  their  conduct,  are  justly  and 
emphatically  called  '^  les  enragSs  !  "  Having  laid 
aside  all  other  religion,  the  French  have  now 
adopted  the  enthusiasm  of  gi/ing  what  they  call 
"  Liberty  "  to  all  other  nations ;  and,  if  that  holy 
zeal  is  successful,  all  Europe  will  soon  be  in  a 
worse  state  than  under  the  old  incursions  of 
barbarous  hordes.  Adieu,  my  dear  Sir,  Voua 
avez  une  bdle  besogne ;  dSpichez  vousy  je  voua  en 
jprie.* 

"  Believe  me,  ever  most  sincerely  yours, 

"  Auckland." 


The  official  correspondence  of  Sir  Robert  Murray 
Keith  during  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his  residence 
at  Vienna,  having  been  perused  by,  and  freely 
drawn  upon  by  Archdeacon  Coxe,  in  his  History 
of  the  House  of  Austria,  the  fifth  volume  of  which 

*  It  will  be  pleasing  to  those  who  turn,  as  they  shortly  will, 
from  those  most  able  and  acute,  though  haaty  and  unstudied 
suggestions  of  consummate  political  wisdom  and  experience,  to 
find  how  completely  they  tallied  with  the  opinions  and  conduct 
which  Sir  E.  Murray  Keith  waa  simultaneously  expressing,  and 
pursuing  at  Vienna ;  as  well  as  with  the  less  creditable  features 
here  animadverted  upon*,  in  the  conduct  and  character  of  other 
parties  in  the  complicated  negotiations  of  the  times.  The 
comfort  which  Sir  R.  M.  Keith  must  have  derived,  fr^m 
hearing  his  just  and  upright  sentiments,  and  straightforward 
views  in  public  affairs,  thus  confidentially  refiected,  from  a  con- 
genial master  mind,  at  a  period  of  painful  responsibility  and 
anxiety,  may  better  be  imagined  than  described. 
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is  confessedly  based  on  that  correspondence,  and 
on  the  previous  one  of  his  father  and  predecessor, 
Mr.  Keith,  from  the  same  court — it  has  been 
deemed  superfluous  to  go  over  matter  so  volu- 
minous, and  referring  to  events  already  become 
the  province  of  legitimate  history;  while  trans- 
actions of  a  later  period,  still  hovering  cm  its 
confines,  may  be  elucidated,  and  the  character  of 
the  chief  agents  in  them  illustrated,  by  extracts 
from  the  same  authentic  and  valuable  documents, 
(chiefly  unexamined  until  ,now  by  any  historical 
writer)  during  the  years  1790  and  1791. 

The  period  was  one  of  mighty  and  eventfial 
changes  in  the  long,  carefully-balanced  constitu- 
tion of  Europe.  And  though,  in  the  revolutionary 
earthquake  by  whose  throes  the  fondly-cherished 
equilibrium  was  first  shaken,  and  then  overthrown, 
the  interest  of  events,  deemed  dm-ing  their  occur- 
rence of  first-rate  importance,  has  likewise  been 
swallowed  up — it  may  be  matter  of  curiosity  to 
the  rising  politicians  of  times  like  our  own,  when 
the  diplomacy  as  well  as  wars  of  former  days  are 
fast  becoming  subjects  of  tradition — to  know  how 
seriously  statesmen  viewed,  and  how  sedulously 
negotiators  watched  over  that  ^*  system,"  as  it  was 
called,  of  European  alliances,  which  a  convulsion, 
subversive  of  long  established  principles  and  ideas, 
was  destined  to  sweep  away. 

Many  considerations  have  concurred  in  recom- 
mending for  selection,  as  a  specimen  of  the  public 
character  and  abilities  (otherwise  abundantly  es- 
tablished) of  the  subject  of  the  present  pages,  the 

VOL.  n.  u 


290  THE  BOMAKCE  OF  DIFLQlCACr. 

**  memorable "  (as  Coxe  styles  it)  or  **glorioiis'' 
(as  it  is  elsewhere  designated)  Treaty  of  SistoTO, 
in  1791.  The  prominent  position  then  held,  as 
plenipotentiary  from  Great  Britian,  by  Sir  Sobert 
Murray  Keith^  stamps  his  record  of  this  thorny 
and  difficulty  and  hitherto  inedited  transaction, 
with  peculiar  value  in  a  political  point  of  view ; 
while  its  singular  locality,  beyond  the  pale  of 
Christendom,  with  its  corresponding  traits  of 
Ottoman  superstition  and  barbarism  (features 
unique,  it  is  believed,  in  the  annals  of  European 
diplomacy)  might  invest  it  for  the  general  reader 
with  a  charm  rarely  attendant  on  conferences  and 
protocols,  even  had  these  not  been  relieved,  and 
their  whimsical  concomitants  chronicled  from  day 
to  day,  in  a  series  of  familiar  letters,  with  which 
those  of  Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague,  from  her 
Turkish  sojourn,  can  alone,  perhaps,  come  into 
competition. 

A  further  motive,  were  any  wanting,  would 
have  decided  the  choice  of  this  final  act  of  Sir 
Kobert  Keith's  long  diplomatic  career.  Indepen- 
dently of  the  publicity  elsewhere  given  to  its 
previous  transactions,  the  idea  hitherto  followed 
out  in  the  present  work,  of  giving  chiefly  such 
detached  portions  of  correspondence  as  form  a 
distinct  whole  —  seems  especially  applicable  when 
the  object  is  to  convey  a  just  and  precise  idea  of 
the  public  (as  previous  selections,  it  is  hoped,  may 
have  done  of  the  private)  character  of  him  who  is 
its  subject. 

A  negotiation  for  the  restoration  of  peace  to 
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Europe  under  the  mediation  of  three  of  its  most 
influential  powers,  in  which  we  have  the  unim- 
peachable authority  of  one  of  the  ablest  among 
his  brother  diplomatists  for  stating  that  the  re- 
presentative of  England  "sustained  the  leading 
part;"*  which,  after  unexampled  obstacles,  he 
succeeded  in  bringing  to  a  triumphant  termination, 
and  with  which  it  formed  his  anxious,  and  at 
length  reluctantly  granted  desire,  to  conclude  his 
long,  toilsome,  public  career,  seems  the  most 
appropriate  memorial  which  even  partiality  itself 
could  wish  to  perpetuate. 

Lest,  perhaps,  undue  importance  should  seem 
(not  unnaturally)  to  be  attached  to  a  pacification, 
whose  results,  however  laboriously  accomplished, 
the  tempest  of  revolutionary  war  soon  well  nigh 
efifaced  from  the  remembrance  of  mankind  —  it 
may  be  necessary  to  go  back  a  little,  and  to  quote 
the  expressions  of  the  historian  of  the  reign  of 
George  the  Third,  regarding  a  state  of  continental 
affairs  in  which  England,  distant  as  she  was  from 

*  The  whole  paragraph,  occurring  in  a  letter  from  Lord  Auck- 
land (then  minister  at  the  Hague,  and  through  whose  hands 
the  entire  dispatches  had  been  transmitted  to  London),  is  so 
honourable  to  his  brother  negotiator,  that,  though  prematurely, 
perhaps,  it  may  be  given  here.  It  is  dated  at  the  Hague,  August 
23rd,  1791. 

"  I  felicitate  you  most  sincerely  on  the  final  and  complete 
success  of  the  negotiation  at  Sistovo,  in  which  you  sustained 
the  leading  part  with  unexampled  patience  and  perfect  address ; 
and  at  the  same  time  with  that  dignity,  weight,  and  effect, 
which  it  was  your  object  to  establish,  for  the  credit  of  your 
mission,  and  to  employ  for  the  good  purposes  of  that  mission. 
The  result  was  perfect,  and  perfectly  executed."  .  .  . 
U  2 
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from  their  remote  theatre,  and  mia^ected  as  ihe 
might  be  presmned  to  be  by  the  iaeoB  of  the  eon^ 
contest^  thought  it,  neverthelesSy  equally  for  her 
dignity  and  interest  to  interpose  her  mediatioiL 

On  the  critical  state  of  Eastern  Europe  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Joseph  the  Second, 
and  the  menacing  aspect  of  the  storm  which  had 
raged  there  since  the  year  1787,  on  the  general 
tranquillity^  Adolphus  *  (adopting  and  abridging  in 
a  great  measure  the  words  of  Coxe)  thus  expresses 
himself: — 

^^  War  was  still  waged  between  the  Bussians  and 
Turks,  and  it  seemed  at  one  time  to  threaten  a 
fearful  extension,  though  its  operations  were 
finally  limited  to  a  few  of  the  principal  powers. 
Joseph  the  Second  postponed  his  junction  with 
Catherine  to  curb  his  own  rebellious  subjects  in 
the  Netherlands — a,  necessity  to  which  he  yielded 
with  reluctance;  but  the  temporary  tranquillity 
enabled  him  to  act  with  more  freedom.  He  had 
affected  the  character  of  a  mediator  between  the 
belligerents :  but  suddenly,  and  while  this  sem- 
blance was  continued,  marched  two  columns  into 
the  Turkish  territory,  where  their  situation  was  so 
helpless  and  exposed,  that  their  preservation  was 
entirely  owing  to  the  magnanimous  forbearance  of 
the  enemy,  who,  instead  of  wreaking  deserved 
vengeance  on  the  heads  of  their  unprincipled  in- 
vaders permitted  them  to  repass  the  Save.     The 


*  Adolphufl'fl  History  of  the  Jleign  of  George  the  Third,  vol. 
iv.  p.  311. 
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Grand  Signot  deprecated  hostilities  by  a  foroible 
and  manly  appeal  to  the  justioe  and  gratitude  of 
the  Emperor ;  but  Joseph^  eagei*  to  signalise  his 
arms^  and  to  share  in  the  spoils  of  a  fallen  foe, 
published  a  declaration  of  war,  in  which  he  did 
net  eyen  attempt  to  varnish  his  aggtession  i^ilh 
the  slightest  colotir  of  equity. 

''In  entering  on  this  waf,  Joseph's  ac^bition 
grasped  at  the  recovery  of  Bosnia  and  Servia,  the 
acquisition  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia,  and  the 
extension  of  his  boundaries  to  the  iDneisteif^  1*6 
forward  these  objeetd,  &e  ai^mbled  an  afnk^ 
greater  than  the  House  of  Austria  had  evet 
brought  into  the  field  —  a  force  of  two  hundred 
thousand  men,  with  two  thousand  pieces  of 
iu?tillery.  The  Bussians  made  equally  formidable 
preparations  ^  an  army  under  Potemkin  Remained 
on  the  Bog,  while  others  were  judiciously  stationed 
in  various  quarters^  and  an  armament  in  the 
Black  Sea  was  intended  to  favour'  the  progress  of 
Potemkin*  After  a  vigorous  siege,  and  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  the  Prince  took  Ockiakow  by 
i^orm,  and  subjected  the  inhabitants  to  all  the 
cruelties  and  horrors  attendant  on  such  an  event* 
This  conquest  cost  Bussia  twenty  thousand  ln«Di^ 
of  wb^on  fiv^  thousand  perished  in  l^e  final 
assault*^' 

It  was  thus  n6  insignifieant  ot  bloodied  contest 
in  which  three  of  the  most  extensive  Continental 
states  were  engaged  j  and  though  at  various 
periods  during  its  continuance,  its  operations  were 
suspended  by  daoigeifs  from  Within  oi*  without,  by 
u  3 
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which  its  aggressors,  Catherine  and  Joseph,  found 
themselves  respectively  menaced,  yet,  at  every 
successive  opportunity,  a  war,  *^  conducted,"  says 
Adolphus,  "with  prodigious  fury  and  desolation 
and  in  which,  had  hostilities  between  England 
and  Spain  not  happily  been  averted,  all  Europe 
would  have  been  involved,"  continued,  notwith- 
standing the  slow  but  sure  approach  of  a  mightier 
conqueror,  to  excite  in  the  breast  of  the  dying  and 
soi-disant  philanthropic  Emperor,  sentiments  of 
bitterness  and  gratified  revenge,  whose  sole  excuse 
may  perhaps  be  found  in  the  utter  prostration  of 
his  ambitious  projects  in  every  other  point  of  his 
dominicais. 

In  the  campaign  of  1789,  the  Turkish  army, 
amounting  to  90,000  men,  was  not  only  defeated 
with  immense  loss,  by  the  united  Prussians  and 
Austrians,  under  the  celebratod  Suwarrow,  but 
the  gallant  Marshal  Laudohn,  by  the  siege  and 
capture  of  Belgrade,  and  other  victories,  cast  a 
gleam  of  joy  and  exultation  over  the  last  hours  of 
Joseph,  who,  sinking  as  he  was  in  the  last  stage  of 
decline,  rose  from  his  bed  to  receive  the  news, 
and  attend  a  Te  Deum,  in  the  cathedral  of  St. 
Stephen's. 

*^  From  successive  conquests  over  the  Turks  by 
Prince  Potemkin,  Prince  Coburg,  and  Marshal 
Laudohn,  during  which,  the  allies  became  masters 
of  the  whole  line  of  fortresses  which  covered 
the  Turkish  frontiers,  the  three  grand  armies, 
originally  separated  by  a  vast  extent  of  country,' 
were  rapidly  converging  to  the  same  point,  and 
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threatened,  by  their  united  force,  to  overthrow  all 
opposition,  and  in  another  campaign  to  complete 
the  subversion  of  the  Ottoman  empire  in  Europe." 

To  the  havoc  and  bloodshed  involved  in  such  a 
contingency,  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  necessitated 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  belligerents,  happily 
imposed  a  barrier ;  till  the  death  of  Joseph,  by 
opening  the  way  for  the  accession  to  the  Imperial 
throne  of  a  monarch  of  a  more  essentially  pacific 
character,  gave  scope  for  the  beneficent  and  dis- 
interested interposition  of  Great  Britain,  to  put  a 
pieriod,  to  a  war,  whose  horrors,  on  the  part  of 
Russia  especially,  were  an  outrage  on  humanity, 
and  Christendom. 

Strong,  however,  and  in  some  respects  well 
founded,  as  were  the  hopes  held  out  by  the 
previous  moderation,  and  present  professions  of 
Leopold,  of  success  in  this  desirable  object,  they 
were  from  being  immediately  realised.  ^^  In  the 
face,"  says  Archdeacon  Coxe,  **of  repeated  pro- 
testations, that  his  only  object  was  to  second  the 
efforts  of  Great  Britain  for  the  pacification  of  the 
contending  powers,  the  new  Emperor,  anxious  to 
push  his  success  before  the  King  of  Prussia  could 
take  part  in  the  contest,  rejected  "  (or  rather,  as 
the  following  correspondence  will  show,  eluded) 
*nhe  armistice  suggested  by  England,  and  re- 
doubled his  efforts  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
war."  "  During  the  pause,"  continues  the  same 
writer,  "which  the  approach  of  the  two  armies 
occasioned,  the  negotiation  was  resumed,  and  a 
convention  signed  on  the  5th  of  August  1790,  at 
u  4 
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Beichenbach  in  Silesia;  by  which  Leopold  agreed 
to  enter  into  an  axmistice  with  the  Turks^  and  to 
open  a  negotiation  for  peace,  under  the  mediatioiL 
of  the  maritime  powers,  on  the  baffls  of  the  stcttii 
quo.  A  congress  of  plenipotentiaries  from  Austria^ 
Turkey,  and  the  mediating  powers  (England, 
Prussia,  and  Holland),  was  soon  afterwards  as- 
sembled at  SistoYo  in  Bulgaria ;  and  all  the  sub* 
jects  of  contention  seemed  on  the  point  of  being 
arranged  by  an  amicable  compromise.  The 
negotiation  was  several  times  impeded  by  dis- 
putes in  various  quarters,  and  in  June  1791, 
Leopold's  plenipotentiaries,  suspending  the  cour 
ferences,  even  retired  to  Bucharest. 

"  By  a  rare  exercise,  however,  of  temper,  skill, 
and  forbearance,  on  the  part  of  the  mediating 
ministers,  the  negotiation,  which  had  proceeded 
so  slowly  at  the  commencement,  was  terminated 
with  great  rapidity ;  and  the  memorable  Treaty  of 
Sistovo,  which  restored  peace,  and  suspended  the 
rivalry  between  Austria  and  Prussia,  was  signed, 
on  the  4th  of  August  1791." 

Before  entering  on  a  negotiation,  not  only  whose 
eventual  success,  but  its  very  existence,  depended 
on  the  personal  character  and  sentiments  of  the 
new  sovereign  of  Austria  *,  w^  shall  have  occasion 
to  go  back,  and  gather  these  from  the  spirited,  and 
almost  dramatic  record  of  a  conversation  held  by 
him,  soon  after  his  accession,  with  Sir  Bobert 


*  Leopold,  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  trho  liad smcceeded  tohiB 
brother,  the  Emperor  Joseph  the  Second. 
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Murray  Keith;  and  the  latter's  comments  on 
them,  and  on  the  coimteracting  effects  of  the 
lingering  influence  of  the  celebrated  Prince 
Kaunitz,  long  totally  alienated  from  England. 

The  whole  tenor  of  these  dispatches,  in  addition 
to  the  testimony  borne  by  them  to  the  acuteness 
and  energy  of  their  writer,  is  pervaded  by  that 
genuine,  imfeigned  solicitude  for  peace,  which, 
from  the  most  illustrious  of  soldier  diplomatists, 
the ,  Duke  of  Wellington  downwards,  seems  to 
actuate  every  arbiter  of  human  destinies  to  whom 
the  horrors  of  war  are  personally  familiar.  It  will 
be  seen  with  what  ardour  and  perseverance  the 
preliminary  step  of  an  armistice,  to  stop  the  im- 
mediate effusion  of  blood,  and  compel  a  similar 
measure  on  the  part  of  Bussia,  was  pressed  on  the 
mild  and  pacific  new  monarch,  at  their  first  inter- 
view, by  a  veteran,  whom  not  even  his  youthful 
triumphs  under  a  hero  whom  he  loved,  could 
blind  to  the  evils  of  warfere,  or  reconcile  to  the 
butcheries  of  Ockzakow  and  Belgrade. 

BIK  KOBBKT  MUBEAT  KEITH  TO  THE  BTTKB  OF  LEEDS. 

"Vienna,  May  11th,  1790. 

"My  Lord, 

**  On  Sunday,  the  9ih  inst.,  I  had  the 
honour  to  deliver  to  his  Hungarian  Majesty*,  at 
a  private  audience,  his  Majesty's  letter  of  condo- 
lence, and  my  new  credentials.  I  accompanied 
these  with  suitable  compliments,  and  in  exact  con- 

*  Leopold's  election  as  Emperor  had  not  taken  plaoe. 
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formity  to  your  Grace's  instructions.  They  gave 
great  pleasure  to  the  King,  who  repaid  them  by 
assurances  equally  cordial  and  expressive. 

*^His  Majesty  immediately  entered  into  the 
politics  of  this  critical  juncture,  by  saying  that  he 
placed  the  most  firm  reliance  on  the  friendly  dis- 
position and  salutary  views  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty.  That  he  himself  was  in  great  hopes  of 
owing  to  the  King  the  greatest  of  obligationa  in 
the  restoration  of  general  tranquillity.  That 
England  was  at  this  moment,  from  the  character 
of  her  sovereign,  the  wisdom  of  his  administration, 
and  the  national  weight  and  force,  the  only  power 
which  could  render  that  service  to  rrvanldnd ;  and 
that  it  would  stamp  a  lasting  honour  on  the  British 
name.  That  he  had  seen  with  much  satisfaction 
the  very  seasonable  intervention  of  England,  in 
the  prospect  of  an  immediate  armistice,  which  he 
had  ascribed  to  its  true  motive,  that  of  endeavour- 
ing to  prevent  the  effect  of  a  very  alarming  and 
offensive  treaty,  concluded  between  Prussia  and 
the  Porte,  the  principles  and  terms  of  which 
could  in  no  manner  suit  either  with  the  upright 
sentiments,  or  the  pacific  dispositions  of  the  Court 
of  England. 

*^  That  it  had  been  matter  of  sincere  regret  to 
him  not  to  have  had  it  in  his  power  to  accept  the 
armistice  immediately.  I  here  begged  leave  to 
observe  that  my  Court  must  have  seen  with  great 
concern  the  unlooked-for  obstacle  which  had  pre- 
vented that  acceptance.  But  as  every  party  in  the 
present  war,  who  had  a  sincere  inclination  to  put 


/' 


THE  BOMANCE  OF  DIPLOMACY.  299 

a  speedy  end  to  it;,  must  acknowledge  the  urgent 
expediency  of  adopting  that  measure  without 
delay,  I  trusted  that  the  Empress  of  Bussia  would 
have  immediately  joined  her  hearty  consent  to 
that  which  his  Majesty  had  already  declared  it  to 
be  his  own  sincere  and  settled  purpose  to  grant. 

"  I  observed  that  when  that  measure  shall  have 
been  adopted,  and  the  field  laid  open  for  calm 
negotiation,  I  saw  every  reason  to  hope  that  from 
the  dispositions  which  his  Hungarian  Majesty  so 
frankly  professed,  and  which,  from  every  pruden- 
tial motive,  I  must  likewise  suppose  to  exist  in 
the  mind  of  his  ally,  peace  might  still  be  re- 
established. 

*^  ^  Yes,  Sir,'  said  the  monarch,  *  but  the  great 
point  is  that  the  efficacy  of  your  sovereign's  inter- 
vention should  be  felt  in  time  to  prevent  hos- 
tilities. Should  these  unhappily  take  place,  the 
scene  would  be  wholly  altered.  You  know  how 
difficult  it  is  to  sheathe  the  sword  when  once  it  has 
drawn  blood.  We  have  but  very  little  time  left, 
for  my  latest  letters  give  me  reason  to  apprehend 
that  bis  Prussian  Majesty  who,  at  first,  seemed  to 
have  fixed  the  end  of  May  for  the  commencement 
of  his  measures  of  aggression,  has  it  now  in  con- 
templation to  forestal  that  period.'* 

"  ^  As  to  myself,  I  tell  you  frankly,  it  is  not 

*  Leopold's  object  was  to  induce  Sir  R.  Keith  to  interpose 
with  Prussia  without  waiting  for  the  armistice,  which  ho 
required  the  permission  of  Bussia  to  grant. 
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ccmqaest  or  acquisition  I  hare  in  Tiew,  bat  to 
eBtabliah  for  m v  dominions  a  jMoptt  and  dintinct 
frontier,  marked  ont  by  natwe,  and  which  maj 
obviate  all  iiitare  quarrels  with  the  Turksy  whom 
my  predecesBOFB  foond  to  be  good  neigfaboniSyand 
whom  I  hope  to  find  snch  in  time  coming.    Nay, 
I  will  add,  that  I  wonld  rather  have  the  Turks  in 
my  neighbourhood  than  anything  else  excepting 
the  sea,  which  yon  Englishmen  understand  to  be 
the  safest,  and  most  conyenient  of  all  neighboum 
•  •  •  •  •  • 

^'^There  is  but  one  subject,'  continued  his 
Majesty,  '  upon  which  I  have  not  touched,  and 
indeed  it  is  a  very  delicate  one ;  I  mean  the  Low 
Countries.  I  do  ample  justice  to  the  views  of  the 
maritime  powers,  and  am  convinced  that  they  see 
clearly  what  are  their  own  interests  as  well  as 
mine,  in  regard  to  the  future  fate  of  that  country. 
But  let  us  now  suppose  that  the  King  of  Prussia 
declares  war  against  me.  His  first  step  would 
probably  be  to  acknowledge  ihe  independence  of 
the  Netherlands.  The  stake  is  much  too  great  for 
me  not  to  strain  every  nerve  to  recover  those 
provinces.  Such  a  contest  could  not  fail  to  be 
long  and  bloody.  Should  my  arms  prove  suc^ 
cessful,  England  is  already  apprised  of  my  unal- 
terable resolutions,  and  she  is,  I  dare  say,  well 
satisfied  with  them.  But  should  the  contrary 
happen,  to  what  straits  might  not  the  head  of  the 
House  of  Austria  be  driven  ?  I  shall  mention  only 
one,  which  I  give  you  my  word,  is  the  farthest 
from  my  intentions,  the  most  repugnant  to  my 


X9B  BOMAICCH  O;  PIPI^MACT.  SOI 

interests,  and  a  last  and  desperate  resource,  which 
di/re  necea&ity  alone  could  in  any  shape  justify — 
I  mean  that  of  tempting  France,  by  the  cession 
to  her  of  a  considerable  part  of  those  provinces, 
to  take  arms  in  favour  of  Austria,  and  to  assist  her 
in  recovering  the  remainder.  I  repeat,'  continued 
the  King,  laughing,  ^  that  is  only  looking  at  the 
blackest  side  of  a  possible  turn  of  fortune  against 
me ;  for  Heaven  knows,  that  I  neither  expect  nor 
wish  for  the  interference  of  France  on  that  side. 
I  am  talking  of  events  which  a  long  and  unfor* 
tunate  war  might  produce;  but  I  return  with 
pleasure  to  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  adjustment 
through  the  wise  and  hind  mtervention  of  Eng^ 
Icmd.^ 

*'  I  replied  that  even  the  most  distant  idea  of 
departing,  in  any  exigence  whatever,  from  the 
stipulated  mdiviaibility  of  the  Austrian  Nether- 
lands could  never  be  looked  upon  by  the  maritime 
powers  B;a  possible.  *But  Sir,'  said  I,  *it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  only  wise  measiu:e  to  be  embraced 
at  present  is  an  armistice — an  armistice,'  added 
I,  repeating  the  word  three  or  four  times  with 
great  earnestness,  *  without  any  longer  hesitation.' 

"  ^  Yes,'  resumed  the  King,  *  and  frank  and  fair 
dealing  afterwards  on  all  sides,  under  the  media- 
tion of  your  sovereign.  I  wish  your  messenger 
were  again  returned  from  England ;  pray  give  me 
early  notice  when  he  arrives.' 

*^^That  I  shall  unquestionably  do,'  replied  I, 
*  but  your  Majesty  knows  what  sort  of  a  vexatious 
scuffle  I  have  to  encounter,  each  time  I  have  any 
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overture  to  make  through  your  prime  minister. 
It  is  hard  always  to  find  a  point  of  resistance  on 
the  threshold  of  your  palace." 

"  *  I  own  it,'  said  the  King  smiling,  *  and  I  am 
truly  sorry  for  it.  But  you  know  so  well  how  to 
manage  matters  that  I  desire  you  only  to  take 
your  own  way.  Tell  Cobenzel,  tell  me,  what  you 
wish  to  make  known,  and  you  shall  have  no 
reason  to  complain.  I  am  glad  to  talk  to  you 
confidentially,  as  I  have  always  done  complete 
justice  to  your  personal  character,  and  to  your 
zeal  for  your  master's  service.  I  wish  for  peace 
very  ardently :  he  alone  can  give  it  to  all  Europe  ; 
and  I  promise  you  that  when  I  am  again  in 
possession  of  that  blessing,  I  mean  to  keep  fast 
hold  of  it,  and  strive  most  strenuously  to  render 
it  as  lasting  as  my  own  existence.' 

**  I  looked  upon  this  last  phrase  as  announcing 
the  end  of  my  audience.  I  therefore  hastened  to 
enforce  my  former  arguments,  respecting  the 
importance  and  urgent  expediency  of  the  armi- 
stice ;  to  which  opinion  his  Majesty  assented  very 
readily ;  and  then  put  an  end  to  the  interview  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  convince  me  that  what  had 
passed  in  it,  left  an  agreeable  impression  on  the 
monarch's  mind. 

"Such,  my  lord,  is  the  precise  detail  of  an 
interesting  conversation,  in  which  I  have  pur- 
posely suppressed,  as  superfluous,  many  of  the 
observations  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  make :  but 
I  have  been  particularly  careful  to  adhere  very 
strictly  to  the  letter  as  well  as  spirit  of  every 
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expression  which  his  Hungaxian  Majesty  used, 
even  to  the  repetitions  which  naturally  occurred 
in  a  very  animated  conversation. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 
"E.M.  Keith." 

The  expedient  devised  and  carried  into  execu- 
tion, for  obviating  the  ill  efifects  of  the  impracti- 
cability (above  alluded  to,  under  the  title  of  a 
"  vexatious  scuffle  ")  on  the  part  of  the  Austrian 
prime  minister,  is  in  itself  so  amusing,  and  the 
dispatch  in  which  it  is  communicated  so  extremely 
characteristic  of  the  diametrically  opposite  and 
straightforward  mode  of  doing  business  of  the 
writer,  that  it  must  be  given  at  length,  notwith- 
standing some  of  its  most  striking  phrases  having 
been  (in  the  concluding  pages  of  his  History  of 
Austria,)  already  quoted  by  Archdeacon  Coxe. 

SIB  BOBEBT  MUBBAY  KEITH  TO  THE  DUKE   OF 
LEEDS. 

"  Vienna,  May  2ith,  1790. 

"My  Lobd, 

"  On  the  same  day  that  I  had  the  con- 
ference with  Prince  Kaunitz,  on  the  subject  of 
the  proposal  of  a  separate  armistice,  I  called  on 
the  Vice-Chancellor,  Count  Cobenzel,  with  a  view 
to  convey  through  him  to  his  sovereign,  the 
knowledge  of  Prince  Kaunitz's  very  unaccount- 
able behaviour,  and  the  more  than  cold  reception 
that  minister  had  thought  proper  to  give  to  the 
most  friendly  overtures  from  my  Court. 
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^^  On  the  first  mention  of  the  matter  to  fhe  Yioi^- 
Chancellor^  I  found  him  in  a  yeiy  different  disposi- 
tion from  that  of  his  principal  He  UAd  me^  in 
very  obliging  terms,  that  althou^  he  had  not  seen 
my  note,  which  Prince  Kaunitz  had  kept  in  his 
own  closet,  and  was  alone  employed  in  drawing 
up  the  answer  to  it — he  knew  from  tihe  King  • 
himself,  that  my  royal  mast^'s  jNroposal  had 
given  him  very  great  satisfaction:  that  he  (the 
King)  looked  upon  it  as  a  real  obligaticm  which 
he  was  happy  to  acknowledge.  To  this  Goimt 
Cobenzel  added  that  the  answer,  which  I  might 
probably  receive  in  a  couple  of  days,  would  be 
every  way  satisfactory^  and  such  as  my  Court 
had  a  right  to  expect.  He  then  paid  me  many 
compliments  on  my  personal  conduct,  and  steady 
good  temper  in  business.  To  this  I  replied,  that 
I  had  ever  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim  not  to  allow 
private  passion  to  prove  detrimental  to  public 
business ;  that  I  had  fulfilled  my  duty  in  repre- 
senting to  my  Court  the  behaviour  and  language 
of  Prince  Kaunitz  in  their  true  colours;  but 
that  I  rejoiced  in  the  hope  of  finding  his  Hun- 
garian Majesty's  statements  widely  different  from 
those  of  his  prime  minister,  for  whose  incurable 
failings  I  felt  commiseration :  but  that  I  hoped 
the  King  of  Hungary  would  not  at  this  time, 
allow  his  prime  minister  to  spoil  his  salutary  work 
by  a  harsh  or  captious  method  of  conducting  it. 
Count   Cobenzel   expressed  a    firm  belief  that 

♦  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Emperor  was  as  yet  only 
King  of  Hungaiy. 
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every  risk  of   this  nature  would  be    carefully 
obviated  on  the  present  occasion. 

•  •  •  •  • 

'*  I  have  already  transmitted  to  your  Grace  the 
particulars  of  a  conference  I  had  with  Kaunitz  on 
the  23rd  instant,  in  which  the  haughty  inflexibi- 
lity of  that  minister's  character  was  even  more 
conspicuous  than  on  any  former  occasion. 

"  In  consequence  of  the  last  of  Count  Cobenzel's 
notes  (copies  of  which  are  annexed),  I  had  a  con- 
versation with  the  Austrian  Vice-Chancellor,  of 
which  the  following  are  the  principal  details. 
Count  Cobenzel,  after  hearing  attentively  what 
had  passed  in  my  conference  with  the  Prince, 
said  with  great  openness,  *  I  thank  you  for  this 
visit ;  I  had  requested  it  of  you  at  the  desire  of 
my  sovereign.  I  was  afraid  of  Prince  Kaunitz's 
haughty  manner  and  inflexible  demeanour;  and 
am  therefore  directed  by  the  King  himself  to 
soften  and  explain  whatever  may  have  hurt  you 
either  in  the  Prince's  language,  or  in  the  Tiote 
verbale  which  he  has  put  into  your  hands.  I 
declare  to  you,  in  the  frankest  terms,  that  my 
sovereign  wishes  sincerely  for  peace,  and  is  most 
anxious  to  embrace  (in  as  far  as  his  engagements 
with  Bussia  will  permit)  the  very  kind  and  bene- 
ficent proposition  brought  forward  by  your  Court. 
You  know,'  continued  he,  *all  the  foibles  of 
Prince  Kaimitz ;  and  you  are  too  considerate  not 
to  have  a  great  deal  of  indulgence  for  a  man  of 
eighty  years  of  age,  whose  faculties  begin  to  sink 
under  the  load  of  those  years,  and  whose  temper 

VOL.  II.  X 
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grows  every  day  more  and  more  intractable.  Let 
us  draw  a  veil  over  his  weaknesses,  and  let  yon 
and  I  (who  are  the  servants  of  a  monarch  who 
heartily  desires  peace)  endeavour  to  give  a  dif- 
ferent turn  to  all  this  business. 

^'I  replied  that  his  Hungarian  Majesty,  who 
could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  glaring  foibles  of  the 
Prince,  must  undoubtedly  feel  how  dangerous  it 
was  to  have  his  intentions  thwarted,  and  his  views 
misrepresented  by  the  pen  of  his  prime  minister. 
That,  in  my  opinion,  the  conduct  and  language 
of  Prince  Kaunitz  was  calculated  to  create  wars,^ 
if  none  such  had  been  impending,  and  that  as 
foreign  Courts  could  alone  form  their  judgment 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  Court  of  Vienna  from  the 
commimications  given  in  writing  by  the  Secretary 
for  State  of  Foreign  Affairs,  I  must  take  the  liberty 
to  observe  that  my  Court  could  not  fail  to  con- 
clude, from  the  paper  I  held  in  my  hand,  that  the 
King  of  Hungary  rejected  the  King's  proposition, 
aad  had  no  inclination  to  prevent  the  extension 
of  hostilities. 

"  He  said,  with  the  utmost  earnestness,  *  Your 
remark  is  perfectly  just;  but  let  us  try,  never- 
theless, every  means  of  avoiding  this  painful 
dilemma,  and  proving  the  sincere  solicitude  of  my 
Court  to  meet  with  due  gratitude  the  friendly 
overtures  of  the  King  of  England.'  He  then 
launched  out  into  a  long  and,  indeed,  very  candid 
explanation  of  every  passage  in  the  rSponse 
verbcUe  which  has  a  doubtful  or  an  improper 
meaning.    This  brought  on  a    conversation    of 
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more  than  an  hour,  in  which  Cobenzel  employed 
his  utmost  eloquence  to  convince  me,  that  in  the 
mind  of  his  Hungarian  Majesty  every  sentiment 
reigned  which  the  King  of  England  wished  to 
strengthen,  and  that  the  answer  of  Prince 
Kaunitz  was  not  that  of  his  royal  master. 

***In  that  case,'  resumed  I,  *take  back  this 
paper,  and  give  me  the  real  answer  on  which  my 
Court  can  rely.'  ^That,  alas!  cannot  be  done,' 
rejoined  he,  ^  but  any  other  mode  of  explanation 
which  you  shall  think  proper  to  suggest,  will, 
I  dare  say,  be  adopted.'  ^  Sir,'  answered  I, 
*  whatever  is  said  to  me  by  the  Vice-Chancellor 
cannot  invalidate  this  paper ;  neither  can  I  take 
it  upon  me  to  set  your  words  in  direct  opposition 
to  Prince  Kaunitz's,  in  order  to  contradict  flatly 
what  he  has  given  me  in  writing.  But  as  I  am 
happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  transmit  the 
Kjng  of  Hungary's  sentiments  as  nearly  as  I  can 
in  his  own  words,  if  you.  Sir,  will  see  your  sove- 
reign between  this  time  and  to-morrow  afternoon, 
and  procure  his  authority  to  hold  to  me,  at 
another  conference,  a  clear  and  decisive  language 
in  respect  to  the  immediate  acceptance  or  refusal 
of  a  separate  armistice,  I  will  (for  the  advance- 
ment of  so  salutary  a  work)  write  down  in  your 
presence  every  word  which  you  shall  be  commis- 
sioned to  pronounce ;  and  (as  you  dare  not  your- 
self give  me  the  same  in  your  own  handwriting) 
it  shall  go  to  England  in  mine.' 

*^  He  agreed  readily  to  this  proposal,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  press  me  strongly  to  send  a  messenger 
x2 
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to  Constantinople^  though  he  owned  he  was  sofcrj 
to  repeat  that  his  sovereign  was  certainly  not  at 
liberty  to  embrace  a  separate  armistice  without 
the  previous  consent  of  the  Empress  of  Bussia* 

"  *  This  last  circumstance  destroys  all,'  (resumed 
I,)  ^  as  my  orders,  of  which  you  have  a  literal 
translation  in  my  note,  are  positive  and  pe- 
remptory. I  cannot  send  a  messenger  to  the 
Porte,  imless  his  Hungarian  Majesty  declares 
formally,  that  he  is  willing  to  adopt  that  measure 
at  cUl  events ;  and  that,  though  he  may  not  be 
able  to  give  a  written  promise  to  that  effect  till 
he  has  given  notice  to  the  Empress,  he  has  taken 
the  unalterable  resolution  to  agree  to  the  armi- 
tice,  even  if  that  Princess  should  withhold  her 
consent.' 

"  Count  Cobenzel,  not  content  with  assuring  nae 
that  his  master's  hands  were  absolutely  tied  on 
that  point,  begged  of  me  to  go  with  him  into  the 
next  room,  where  the  Aulic  Councillor  Spielman 
sat  at  his  writing-table.  This  gentleman  is  the 
confidential  secretary,  whose  weight  with  his 
sovereign  is  deservedly  very  great.  Here  the 
Vice-Chancellor  recapitulated  a  great  part  of  the  . 
conversation,  asking  Monsieur  Spielman  what  he 
thought  of  the  King's  engagements  with  Bussia? 
This  gentleman  replied,  ^  They  are  absolute ;  and 
he  cannot,  without  betraying  them,  consent  to 
any  separate  measure.' 

"In  the  end  of  the  conversation,  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  mentioned  that  their  next  reply  to 
the  Court  of  Berlin  would  be  conceived  in  such 
fair,   and  truly  pacific   terms,  that    unless   his 
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Prussian  Majesty  was  resolved  to  draw  the  sword 
at  all  events,  he  must  be  satisfied  with  their  offers. 
"  *  Grentlemen,'  said  I,  *  allow  me  one  more 
observation  at  parting,  and  you  have  my  per- 
mission t6  convey  it  to  his  Hungarian  Majesty. 
Let  the  terms  you  are  to  propose  to  Prussia  be 
what  they  may,  let  your  sovereign  deliver  his 
sentiments  in  pure  and  sterling  golcL  If  Prince 
Kaunitz's  pen  must  be  employed  to  clothe  them 
in  words,  they  will  become  leady  or  something 
more  detrimental  still.*    What  a  bad  thing  would 

*  Lest  it  should  be  imagined  that  any  degree  of  personal 
pique  had  a  share  in  this  strong  expression,  it  may  be  well  to 
quote  the  words  of  the  private  MS.  journal  of  a  deceased  tra- 
veller of  great  ability  and  experience :  — 

"  I  dined  yesterday  at  Prince  Kaunitz's,  as  I  generally  do 
once  a  week.  Sir  Eobert  Keith  dined  there  likewise;  and  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  personally  convinced  of  what  I  had 
often  heard,  I  mean  the  great  attention  the  Prince  shows  him. 
There  were  several  people  of  higher  rank  than  he  present ;  but 
the  Prince  took  no  more  notice  of  them  than  he  did  of  their 
footmen^  and  addressed  his  whole  discourse  to  Sir  Eobert.  The 
conversation,  which  at  this  table  is  generally  the  most  trifling 
and  frivolous  imaginable,  was  both  instructive  and  entertaining: 
for  Prince  Kaunitz,  who  speaks  better  than  almost  any  man  I 
ever  heard,  was  obliged,  by  the  questions  that  Sir  Eobert  put 
to  him,  to  talk  upon  interesting  subjects.  There  cannot  be  a 
stronger  proof  of  the  great  effect  of  personal  character  than  to  see 
Sir  Eobert,  who  is  only  an  Envoy,  more  respected  by  the 
Emperor  and  all  his  ministers  than  the  ambassadors  extraor- 
dinary of  Eussia,  France,  and  Spain,  put  all  together,  I  by  no 
means  think  Prince  K.  in  the  right  for  showing  so  marked  a 
preference  to  any  man,  however  much  he  may  think  him  superior 
to  the  rest  of  the  company ;  but  this  Prince  despises  the  ordi- 
nary forms  of  politeness :  and  the  Emperor  himself  when  he  has 
any  business  to  transact,  is  obliged  to  go  to  his  house,  as  he  never 
comes  to  Court^* 
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it  be  for  Europe,  if,  in  the  great  question  of  peace 
or  war,  the  caprice  of  every  individual  should 
create,  and  justify  hostilities,  when  sincere  con- 
ciliation was  intended.' 

"According  to  the  appointment  with  Count 
Cobenzel,  I  went  to  his  office  this  day,  at  two 
o'clock.  He  was  with  the  King,  and  a  servant 
had  orders  to  tell  me  that  he  would  give  me 
notice  whenever  he  returned.  About  an  hour 
after.  Count  Cobenzel  prevented  my  visit  by 
coming  to  my  house,  and  after  paying  me  (as  he 
said,  by  order  of  his  sovereign)  the  most  flattering 
compliments  on  my  personal  conduct,  and  fair- 
ness of  proceeding,  he  took  out  a  paper,  which 
he  showed  me,  with  several  interlineations,  and 
said,  *This,  Sir,  is  what  the  King  has  ordered  me 
to  say,  and  to  allow  you  to  commit  to  writing,  for 
the  information  of  your  Court.'  He  then  read, 
and  I  copied  word  for  word,  the  enclosed  note. 
Whatever  are  its  merits  or  faults,  they  must  stand 
on  their  own  bottom.  I  signed  my  note  iq  his 
presence,  and  that  business  was  over. 

"*  Now,  Sir,'  said  I,  ^you  have,  with  the  con- 
sent of  your  sovereign,  agreed  to  set  aside  Prince 
Kaunitz.  Have  you  thought  of  what  will  happen 
if  he  sends  me  a  letter  this  evening  for  Count 
Eevitzky  ?  Your  minister  in  London  will  reason 
and  act  from  Prince  Kaimitz's  orders ;  my  Court 
will  judge  of  his  Himgarian  Majesty's  sentiments 
from  your  supplementary  explanation.  Nay, 
more.  Sir,  in  the  future  correspondence  of  Count 
Eevitzky,  it  is  next  to  impossible  thaA  Prince 
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Kaimitz  should  not  remaxk  that  my  Court  acts 
on  other  principles  than  those  his  pen  lays 
down.  It  is  not  my  business  to  point  out  to  you, 
Count  Cobenzel,  how  you  are  to  prevent  such 
a  collision ;  yet  it  is  a  subject  deserving  of  con- 
sideration.' 

"  *  Sir/  replied  the  Count,  *  I  thank  you  for  the 
suggestion  ;  it  is  a  fair  and  candid  one,  and  I  will 
answer  it  fairly ;  your  Court  will  have  the  con- 
sideration for  miTie  not  to  let  out  our  secret  You 
are  requested  by  the  King  of  Hungary,  to  follow 
the  usual  mode  of  communication  through  Prince 
Kaunitz ;  but  to  put  into  my  hands  his  answers, 
whatever  they  are,  and  to  wait  till  I  give  you  a 
particular  explanation  from  the  mouth  of  my 
sovereign,  of  whatever  may  be  harsh  or  ambiguous 
in  those  answers.' 

"  *  It  is,  at  best,'  rejoined  I,  *  but  an  awkward 
method  of  doing  business,  and  the  sooner  an  end 
is  put  to  it  the  better.  But  I  subscribe  to  it  for 
the  present,  and  can  only  say  that  no  bad  use 
shall  be  made  of  the  confidence  which  his  Hun- 
garian Majesty  reposes  in  me.  I  shall  go  on,  for 
form's  sake,  with  Prince  Kaunitz  as  long- as  I  can. 
But  what  am  I  to  do  with  the  letter  he  will  send 
to  me  this  evening? ' 

"^Pray  send  it  back  to  me,'  said  the  Vice- 
Chancellor,  *  and  I  will  send  you  another,  which 
shall  contain  a  copy  of  what  you  have  now 
written  down  from  my  mouth.' 

« ( Very  well/  replied  I ;  *  Prince  Kaunitz  began 
by  excluding  me  from  his  share  of  this  negoti- 

X  4 
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ation ;  it  is  odd  enough  that  I  should  pursae  it  by 
excluding  him  I '  (Here,  my  loid,  ends  the  history 
of  Prince  Kaunitz's  political  career.  Heaven 
forbid  that  I  should  hereafter  ever  insult  his 
ashes!)* 

"  Here  the  conversation  ended,  to  our  mutual 
satisfaction.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  request  of 
your  Grace,  as  I  keep  the  letters  for  Sir  Bobert 
Ainslie  in  my  possession,  to  be  honoured  with 
your  precise  commands,  whether,  in  the  prospect 
of. the  armistice,  to  dispatch  the  messenger  to 
Constantinople  ? 

It  is  hoped  that  the  graphic  power  and  unique 
nature  of  the  foregoing  dispatches  may  have  com- 
pensated for  their  length.  Sir  Eobert  Keith 
having  thus,  as  he  expresses  it  in  a  letter  to  Lord 
Auckland,  "  laid  a  foimdation  for  success  in  future 
negotiations  between  his  own  Court  and  that  of 
Austria,"  had  the  farther,  and  at  the  time  more 
important  satisfaction  of  seeing  one  of  his  sugges- 
tions followed  out,  by  a  direct  epistolary  intercourse 

♦  That  these  were  not  empty  words  of  course,  is  proved  by  a 
passage  in  a  private  letter  of  the  same  date  to  Lord  Auckland, 
inclosing  the  above  dispatch. 

"  I  hope  that  fdture  events  will  prove  that  I  have  gained  a 
great  deal  by  setting  aside  Prince  Kaunitz's  vexatious  interven- 
tion. But  one  thing  I  must  begi  of  your  lordship,  which  is,  that 
his  humiliating  situation  at  present  may  be  kept  secret^  out  of  a 
just  consideration  for  an  old  and  once  able  and  faithful  servant  of 
the  House  of  Austria." 
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between  the  monarchs  of  Austria  and  Prussia, 
whereby  all  grounds  for  misrepresentation  were  set 
aside,  and  a  thorough  and  permanent  good  under- 
standing established.  This  being  the  case,  tiie 
obstacles  which  chicane  and  diplomacy  might 
have  indefinitely  interposed,  quickly  vanished,  and 
the  Convention  of  Reichenbach,  before  mentioned, 
was  entered  into  in  August  following  as  the  basis 
of  a  future  and  general  European  pacification. 

The  previous  share  of  Sir  R.  M.  Keith  in  the 
pacific  overtures  of  his  Court,  his  position  at  that 
of  Austria,  and,  it  may  be  added,  the  concurrent 
opinions  of  nearly  all  his  diplomatic  compeers, 
separately  hazarded  before  the  appointment  was 
declared,  pointed  him  out  as  the  natural  represen- 
tative of  Great  Britain,  in  her  capacity  of  chief 
mediator  in  the  approaching  Congress.  In  what 
spirit  he  awaited  his  final  instructions,  and  under- 
took the  welcome  office,  spito  of  its  unexampled 
inconveniences,  must,  in  violation  perhaps  of  di- 
plomatic decorum  and  official  dignity,  be  chiefly 
gathered  from  those  familiar  epistles  with  which 
their  proverbial  dulness  will  be  occasionally 
relieved. 

SIB  B.   M.   KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEBS. 

"  Vienna,  Oct.  6th,  1790. 

"  Here  have  I  sat,  my  dear  sisters,  for  this  fort- 
night past,  in  hourly  expectation  of  a  courier  with 
my  formal  nomination  and  full  powers  for  the 
Congress  in  WallcLchia^  and  it  is  with  real  regret 
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that  I  see  the  seaflon  advancing  so  fast  towards 
winter,  when  a  journey  of  several  hundred  miles 
outf  and  as  much  back  dgaiuy  is  no  trifle*  How- 
ever, the  sisterhood  may  be  assured  that  I  shall 
undertake  it  with  much  alacrity,  because  I  am 
persuaded  I  shall  be  able  to  do  good  and  to  pre- 
vent mischief. 

"You  may,  perhaps,  be  told  by  some  idle 
traveller,  that  Wallachia  is  an  imhealthy  or  an 
inhospitable  country*  This  is  not  true;  that 
country,  though  greatly  exhausted  by  the  war, 
furnishes  everything  for  moneys  except  French 
wines  and  articles  of  luxury,  which  we  shall  carry 
with  us,  or  send  down  by  water  on  the  Danube. 

**  Bucharest,  where  the  Congress  will  probably  be 
held,  is  a  large  ragged  town,  but  containing 
between  three  and  four  himdred  churches  '(such 
as  they  are)  and  many  lodgeable  houses,  belong- 
ing to  the  Boyars,  the  chief  men  of  the  country, 
which  will  be  lent  to  the  plenipos  on  this  occasion. 
We  hope  and  trust  that  the  meeting  will  be  of 
short  duration.  The  members  of  it  will  be,  first, 
two  grave  Turks,  the  Reis  Eflfendi  and  another ; 
Baron  Herbert  from  this  ^  Emperor,  Marquis 
Lucchesini  from  Prussia,  Count  Esterhazy  from 
Hungary,  Baron  Haeften  from  the  States  General, 
and — myself.  I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  forward 
my  own  departure  and  that  of  my  three  colleagues 
(Baron  Herbert  is  already  at  Bucharest)  in  about 
three  weeks  from  this  date ;  and  as  the  roads  are 
good,  I  hope  to  make  the  journey  in  about  a 
fortnight's  time.     I  am  determined  to  travel,  and 
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reside  in  Wallachia  with  all  manner  of  comforts 
and  convenieTicee  about  me;  and  you  may  rest 
assured,  my  dear  sisters,  that  my  health  shall  be 
carefully  attended  to.  The  post  goes  very  re- 
gularly from  Bucharest  hither,  and  though  my 
letters  will  be  of  very  old  date  ere  they  reach  you, 
» I  promise  you  they  shall  be  dispatched  very 
regularly.  I  leave  all  my  heavy  baggage  and  a 
great  part  of  my  household  at  Vienna,  and  hope 
to  be  back  here  before  the  new  year. 

**  If  you  choose  to  see  my  journey  on  your  best 
map,  it  is  as  follows :  To  Presburg,  Buda,  Temes- 
waer,  Orsova,  Crajovia^  and  Bucharest;  all  at 
present  possessed  by  the  House  of  Austria.  Walla- 
chia  is  to  be  restored  to  the  Turks  at  the  peace. 
The  Empress  of  Russia  is  obstinate,  and  will  make 
war  or  peace  her  own  way. 

"  Now,  my  dear  Anne,  you  will  be  curious  to 
know  if  Stratton  accompanies  me  to  the  Congress. 
He  wishes  it,  and  so  do  I ;  but  the  answer  of  the 
Duke  of  Leeds  will  determine  whether  he  goes,  or 
remains  at  Vienna.*  But  I  have  got  (somewhat 
unexpectedly)  a  young  companion  for  that  journey. 
Along  with  my  last  messenger  from  England, 
came  Lord  Galloway's  secqnd  son,  strongly  re- 
commended to  me.  He  is  not  yet  seventeen,  has 
had  a  very  good  education,  is  stout  and  hardy, 
wishes  much  to  learn,  and,  from  what  I  have  seen 
of  him,  possesses  good  talents  and  an  amiable 
disposition.  I  have  made  him  exceedingly  welcome. 

*  The  latter  arrangement  was  adopted :  Mr.  S.  remained,  in 
Sir  B.  M.  Keith's  absence,  as  Secretary  of  Legation. 
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He  is  lodged  in  my  house,  and  shall  see  ihe  new 
scene  along  with  me,  amongst  Turks,  Greeks,  and 
Barbarians.  I  hope  to  make  a  useful  man  in  this 
line^  which  his  father  wishes  him  to  follow.  He 
starts  under  the  personal  patronage  of  the  Duke 
of  Leeds.  I  have  Lord  North's  third  son  with  me 
here,  an  amiable  and  well-informed  young  man  * 
as  any  I  ever  met  with.  He  intended  likewise  to 
go  to  Bucharest  and  Constantinople ;  but  his  con- 
stitution was  for  many  years  very  weaJdy.  He  is 
now  much  better ;  but  his  father,  Lord  Guildford, 
left  it  to  my  conscience  to  stop  his  joiumey,  if  I 
thought  it  dangerous  for  his  health;  and,  after 
mature  deliberation,  both  Mr.  North  and  I  were 
forced  to  give  up  a  plan  which  had  given  us  so 
much  pleasure.  He  will  return  to  England  in 
November,  and  come  out  again  next  year.  I  need 
not  say  how  glad  I  was  to  repay  to  this  charming 
young  man,  some  part  of  the  obligations  which  I 
owe  to  his  father. 

The  Hungarian  and  Neapolitan  Courts  are 
feasting  at  Frankfort,  and  we  suppose  that  the 
new  Emperor  will  be  crowned  there  to-morrow. 
They  will  hunt  their  way  back  through  Bohemia, 
and  are  expected  here  in  the  end  of  the  month. 
The  Hungarian  coronation  will  take  place  on  the 
15th  of  November,  and  at  Presburg  instead  of 
Buda.  This  will  save  King  Leopold  a  long 
journey,  and  much  inconvenience.  The  Neapoli- 
tan Court  rest  here  till  the  month  of  January. 
Adieu  till  to-morrow. 
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"  October  9th. 

"  I  have  detained  this  messenger  till  the  9th, 
and  am  not  yet  a  grain  wiser  about  my  Wallachian 
journey.  But  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  it 
wiU  take  place  in  less  than  three  weeks.  The  ap- 
pointment will  appear  in  the  London  Guzette,  and 
I  shall  set  out  the  moment  it  reaches  me.  Direct 
your  letters  as  usual  to  Viervna.  I  leave  a  careful 
person  to  receive  and  forward  my  correspondence. 
All  your  acquaintance  here — the  Pergens,  Thuns, 
&c.,  are  well.  Madame  de  Thun's  two  yoimgest 
daughters  (Princess  Lignowski  and  Caroline,) 
are  actually  on  the  road  to  England  1  where,  I  am 
sure,  they  ought  to  meet  with  a  kind  reception. 

**I  did  a  great  pleasure  to  Monsieur  Pergen  the 
other  day.  An  old  comrade  of  his  (an  oflScer  in 
Wurmser's  Hussars)  had  been  taken  prisoner  by 
the  Turks,  and  was  deploring  his  misery  in  the 
Seven  Towers.  I  applied  at  Pejpy^s*  request,  for 
his  release,  and  the  Sultan  most  handsomely  sent 
him  to  me  by  my  last  messenger  1  Have  you,  my 
dear  Anne,  any  comrade  you  wish  to  be  relieved 
from  the  Seraglio,  or  desirous  to  be  sent  thither  ? 
My  hearty  good  wishes  to  all  my  cronies.  They 
wiH  be  delighted  with  the  stories  I  shall  have 
to  tell  them  of  my  travels.  Write  to  me  often 
—  and  all  your  news.  I  embrace  you  most 
cordially. 

''E.M.K.'' 

*  The  German  diminntiTe  for  Joseph  among  intimate  friends 
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SIB   B.   H.   KEITH  TO  HIS   SISTEBS. 

"  Vienna,  Nov.  1st,  1790, 

"  A  few  words  more,  my  dear  sisters,  before  I 
go  to  the  world! 8  end.  It  is  not  to  Bucharest  that 
I  am  going,  as  the  English  newspapers  say,  (and 
to  make  a  peace  with  Spain!)  but  to  the  do- 
minions of  Turkey,  to  a  village  called  Sistovo,  in 
Bulgaria.  I  daresay  that  beautiful  winter  resi- 
dence is  too  insignificant  to  be  found  in  any  of  your 
maps ;  but  if  you  cannot  discover  it,  let  me  tell 
you  that  the  Grand  Signer  marked  it  out  with  his 
own  dear  pen,  and  that  it  is  situated  on  the 
Danube,  fifteen  miles  from  Nicopolis,  and  five- 
and-thirty  from  Ruschuk,  the  birth-place  of  the 
present  Grand  Vizir.  I  wish  the  deuce  had  them 
both,  for  making  so  queer  a  choice  I  To  mend 
the  matter,  I  hear  they  have  sent  a  bashaw  thither 
to  prepare  sixty  houses  for  the  reception  of  four 
plenipos  ;  fifteen  houses  a-piece  —  judge  what 
pretty  huts  they  must  be  I  But  we  have  sent 
down  from  hence  by  the  Danube,  all  sorts  of  furni- 
ture (even  to  grates  and  stoves  for  fire),  and  I 
promise  you  to  make  a  very  lodgeable  barrack 
out  of  my  own  fifteen.  We  have  three  Turkish 
plenipos  to  meet  us — Reis  Eflfendi,  &c.,  with  fine- 
sounding  names — and  if  I  had  not  other  matter  to 
bring  forward,  I  would  send  you  their  names  to 
fill  up  my  paper. 

"  Yet,  as  this  is  a  very  honourable  commission, 
I  undertake  it  cheerfully,  and  I  purpose  to  make 
a  peace  that  will  last  owe  grandchildren.  Marquis 
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Lucchesini  (the  Prussian),  set  out  this  morning ; 
Baron  Haeften  (the  Dutchman),  will  set  out  in  a 
week.;  and  I  (Murray's  Hall*)  will  follow  the 
republic  in  two  or  three  days  after,  or  about  the 
12th  instant.  We  need  not  leave  this  sooner,  as 
our  baggage  will  be  four  weeks  on  the  Danube.  I 
told  you  in  my  last  all  my  road  to  Bucharest. 
This  I  am  still  to  pursue.  But  from  thence  I 
have  an  hundred  and  thirty  English  miles  to  a 
place  called  Simniza,  on  the  Danube,  from  whence 
we  cross  over  to  Sistovo,  a  place  inhabited  by 
half  Turks  and  half  Greeks.  I  daresay,  after  all, 
it  will  turn  out  better  and  more  comfortable  than 
calumny  has  whispered.  I  travel  like  a  Persian 
Prince,  with  every  sort  of  convenience  about  me, 
and  I  am  determined  that  neither  I,  nor  any  person 
belonging  to  me,  shall  want  for  any  comfort  money 
can  purchase.  The  Turks  are  said  to  be  very  mag- 
nificent in  their  treatment  of  plenipos ;  to  whom 
they  make  a  large  allowance  for  provisions,  &c.  I 
despise  their  piaatresy  and  if  I  can  forward  the 
work  as  speedily  as  I*  propose,  I  shall  leave  them 
and  their  piastres  with  all  possible  expedition.  I 
give  you  my  word,  my  dear  sisters,  I  expect  to  be 
back  at  Vienna  early  in  February,  with  a  light 
purse  but  a  hale  constitution.  There  goes  a 
regular  post  twice  a  week  between  the  Congress 
and  Vienna,  and  he  assured  you  shall  hear  from 
me  regularly.  Direct  your  letters  as  usual. 
Stratton,  who  remains  here  as  the  King's  Chargi 

*  The  name  of  tlie  writer's  estate,  by  which  Scotsmen  are 
often  designated. 
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dAffaireSy  will  forward  them  carefully.  I  am 
heartily  sorry  that  Mr.  North's  health  will  not 
permit  him  to  be  of  the  party,  but  I  shall  take 
my  little  Galloway  Stuart,  who  is  really  a  very 
fine  lad. 

"  So  much  for  self  and  Sistovo ;  now  for  Kings 
and  Princes.  The  Emperor  came  back  to  us  from 
Frankfort,  hale  and  stout,  a  week  ago ;  he  sets  oflf " 
for  Hungary  on  the  9th,  and  vrtll  be  crowned  at 
Presburg  on  the  15th  instant  The  Hungarians 
have  made  a  sad  piece  of  work  of  it.  They  have 
shown  a  desire  to  be  very  troublesome,  and  have 
hurt  nobody  but  themselves.  I  trust  they  will  be 
wiser  in  the  Diet  which  follows  the  coronation* 
The  foolish  spirit  of  the  times  had  led  that  brave 
nation  to  aim  at  innovation  with  a  vengeance; 
but  as  they  never  really  knew  what  sort  of  con- 
stitution they  had  in  view,  they  must  be  contented 
with  their  old  one.  Temper,  and  the  King's 
goodness,  may  improve  it  hereafter.  The  people 
in  the  Netherlands  are,  I  believe,  very  tired  of 
their  anarchy ;  if  so,  they  will  be  helped  back  by 
England  and  Holland  into  their  old  pastm*e,  and 
there  they  may  feed  and  fatten  like  their  fore- 
fathers. 

*^  The  French  are  the  only  nation  whom  nobody 
ca/a  help ;  they  can  never  be  restored  to  their 
senses  but  by  the  heavy  blister  of  a  civil  war,  and 
applied  hot  —  from  head  to  heel !  I  declare  that 
in  such  cases  a  civil  war  is  the  only  true  antidote. 
Spain,  if  she  goes  to  war  with  us  (as  they  say  she 
intends),  must  be  in  a  delirium,  for  no  one  can 
tell  why  or  how  she  can  support  it.     If  she  could 


THE  B01CAKC£  O?  BIPLOlfACT.  321 

set  Louis  the  Sixteenth  again  on  his  throne^  that 
would  be  worth  all  the  danger;  but  how  her 
being  thrashed  at  sea  can  mend  his  unhappy  fate 
at  Versailles,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  foresee.  My  dear 
Anne,  my  dear  Anne  I  depend  upon  it,  this  part 
of  the  globe  called  Europe  has  got  a  hitch,  sorne^ 
how  or  other,  and  has  got  either  too  near  the  sun 
or  too  far  from  it ;  for  three  parts  in  four  of  our 
brains  have  become  addled  or  crazy  I  We  have 
the  morals  and  principles  of  government  of  Afri- 
can negroes,  with  the  luxury  and  efifeminacy  of 
Asiatic  nabobs ;  and  by  and  by,  our  models,  the 
French,  wiU  enjoy  the  liberty  of — Botany  Bay : 
well  do  they  deserve  it  1 

•  ••••• 

"I  will  chat  with  you,  my  dear  sister,  while  I 
can,  though  you  shall  have  another  letter  before  I 
depart.  We  have  a  fine  autumn,  the  roads  are 
good  everywhere,  and  a  little  frost  will  even 
mend  them.  You  would  laugh  if  you  saw  what 
precautions  I  take  against  Bulgarian  barbarism. 
An  honest  man,  with  my  three  carriages  in  his 
suite,  might  sit  down  in  a  bam  and  have  all  his 
conveniences  about  him.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is 
a  proper  use  of  money.  As  it  is  probably  the 
last  campaign  I  shall  make  among  the  Turks,  I 
am  determined  to  provide  largely  against  cold 
and  famine. 

"  I  have  just  now  seen  in  my  morning  walk 
upon  the  ramparts  of  this  city  what  gave  me  real 
pleasure,  but  which,  if  it  had  been  exhibited  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Sixth,  or  even  in  that  of 

VOL.  II.  X 
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Maria -Theresa,  would  have  been  thought  to 
prognosticate  the  downfall  of  the  House  of 
Austria:  the  Archduke  Francis,  heir  of  the 
throne,  walking  in  a  great-coat^  arm  in  arm  with 
his  new  married  wife,  in  a  warm  gown,  and  with- 
out a  single  servant  or  living  creature  attending 
them.  This  (said  I  to  myself)  is  sheer  good 
sense,  and  a  strong  claim  to  domestic  happiness. 
You  see,  my  dear  Anne,  that  in  some  respects  the 
world  alters  for  the  better.  Everybody  blessed 
the  couple  as  they  passed.    Adieu. 

SIB  B.   M.   £EITH  TO   HIS  SISTEBS. 

"  Vienna,  Nov.  16th,  1790. 

"More  last  words,  my  dear  sisters;  for  I  will 
scribble  on  this  sheet  from  day  to  day  everything 
that  occurs,  for  your  amusement  or  information. 
The  Emperor  is  crowning  at  this  very  moment  at 
Presburg,  and  (what  will  surprise  you)  one  of  the 
persons  who  puts  the  crown  on  his  head  to-day  is 
his  own  fourth  son,  Leopold.  You  must  know 
that  instead  of  choosing  out  of  four  persons 
named  by  the  king,  a  Palatine,  or  First  Magis- 
trate of  the  State,  the  Diet  unanimously  requested 
that  His  Majesty  would  confer  the  great  employ- 
ment on  that  handsome  and  ^amiable  young 
prince,  who  is  already  colonel  of  a  regiment  of 
Hussars,  wears  the  dress,  and  speaks  the  Hun- 
garian language.  No  sooner  asked  than  granted 
— and  now,  as  I  told  you,  he  is  exercising  one  of 
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his  functions.  A  subsequent  one  is  to  represent 
to  the  sovereign  the  national  grievances.  This  he 
will  do  with  a  gentle  eloquence ;  he  is  a  charm- 
ing young  man,  just  eighteen. 

*^  The  Emperor  is  in  luck  to  be  crowned  by  his 
near  relations;  for  at  Frankfort  the  Imperial 
crown  was  set  on  his  head  by  his  own  brother,  and 
his  queen's  uncle,  the  Elector  of  Cologne  and 
Triers.  One  other  singularity  —  the  King  of 
Naples  appears  at  Presburg  in  the  HungaHan 
dress,  which  gives  great  pleasure  to  the  nation. 
The  Hungarians  will,  I  hope,  recover  all  their 
loyalty  and  good  temper.  They  have  made  but 
a  silly  figure,  with  all  their  cavilling,  since  this 
king  mounted  the  throne,  but  he  will  make  them 
love  him  sincerely. 

"  So  much  for  monarchs;  of  whom  I  shall  see 
no  more  for  some  time  to  come.  The  Dutch  mi- 
nister and  I  undertake  oui:  peregrinations  at  the 
distance  of  one  day  from  each  other.  We  hope 
to  be  at  Bucharest  on  the  2nd  or  3rd  of  December, 
and  our  dear  Sistovo  is  only  two  days'  journey 
from  thence.  I  cannot  help  laughing  at  my 
fifteen  houses  prepared  for  mel  I  intend  to 
carry  a  common  draftsman  along  with  me,  to 
scratch  out  a  resemblance  of  every  odd  thing  in 
Bulgaria.  You  shall  one  day  admi/re  my  fifteen 
palaces,  and  you  shall  have  the  portraits  of  all 
my  colleagues,  Turks  and  Christians  1  I  am  called 
away  from  this  chat.  Adieu,  my  dear  sisters! 
Lord  send  us  a  speedy  and  a  merry  meeting! 
God  bless  you  all !  " 

t2 
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<*  Xatftmber  irtk. 

^  Thank  Heaven^  I  haye  jiisfc  learned  for  cer- 
tain, though  rather  confusedly,  that  our  disputes 
with  Spain  are  terminated,  and  much  to  our 
honour  and  eatisbetion.  Yon  cannot  imagine, 
my  dear  sisters,  what  pleasure  this  gives  me,  not 
only  as  a  patriot^  but  as  a  negotiator,  going  on  a 
yeiy  troublesome  commission,  to  the  completion 
of  which  I  should  have  found  a  thousand  ob- 
stacles, if  a  Spanish  war  had  broken  ont.  I  now 
see  the  best  grounds  to  hope  that  pacific  senti- 
ments will  prevail  all  over  Europe,  and  that  ev«i 
the  haughty  Empress  of  {Russia  will  soon  tire  of 
being  the  only  European  power  at  war.  In  short, 
my  dear  Anne,  this  happy  event  sets  me  much 
more  at  my  ease  than  I  should  otherwise  have  felt. 

"  My  Dutch  colleague  set  out  this  morning;  I 
shall  follow  him  to-morrow  evening,  and  keep 
close  behind  him  the  whole  way.  This  is  an  act 
of  friendship,  for  he  has  but  a  crazy  constitution, 
and  it  is  a  comfort  to  him  to  know  that  I  follow 
him  with  a  number  of  bandy  servants,  a  good  sur- 
geon, &c.  &c.  The  weather  is  as  fine  as  it  can 
be  at  this  season  of  the  year ;  clear  sunshine,  and 
cold ;  may  it  last  me  till  Sistovo  I  I  shall  meet 
the  Emperor  on  Friday,  and  the  Queen  of  Naples 
on  the  road  to  Presburg.  He  has  finished  his 
business  there  very  handsomely.  The  King  of 
Naples  goes  a  hunting  at  Prince  Lichtenstein^s, 
Prince  Auersberg's,  &c.,  in  Bohemia ;  where  noble 
chases  and  sumptuous  feasts  are  prepared  for  hiTn^ 


^ 
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and  will  not  come  back  to  Vienna  till  the  12tli 
Decembei?.'* 

Sir  E.  M.  Keith  set  out  to  assist  at  the  Congress 
at  Sistovo  in  Bulgaria,  November  19th,  1790. 

SIB  B.  M.  KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTERS. 

"  Bitda,  in  Hungaty,  Nov.  22d,  1790t» 

**  I  can  only  give  you  a  bit  of  a  letter  to-day, 
my  dear  sisters,  as  I  only  stop  for  a  few  hours, 
and  have  a  score  of  indispensable  letters  to  write. 
Bad  roads,^  heavy  rains,  and  miserable  horses,  for 
the  last  ten  stages ;  and,  consequently,  a  snail's 
pace  in  travelling.  But  that  is  nothing,  for  I 
have  every  convenience  around  me  of  my  own, 
and  a  patience,  attended  by  good  health  and 
good  spirits,  which  stand  proof  against  all  trials. 

"  I  am  afraid  that  (or  Jive  hundred  miles,  from 
hence  to  our  blessed  Sistovo,  I  have  nothing  but 
mud  and  morass  to  wade  through.  What  care  I  ? 
more  horses,  more  provisions,  more  patience,  and 
contempt  for  trifles,  will  carry  me  clear  through. 
He  who  frets  at  what  he  cannot  mend,  and  which 
does  not  materially  affect  his  health,  or  derogate 
from  his  reputation,  is  a  blockhead.  Thousands 
have  waded  through  the  sloughs  of  Lower  Hun- 
gary, the  Bannat  and  Wallachia ;  why  cannot  I 
do  as  well,  or  better  than  they  have  done  ?  I  had 
the  great  comfort  of  hearing  from  Fitzherbert 
l^efore  leaving  Vienna,  that  his  work  *  was  hand- 
somely finished.     That  event  will  greatly  faci- 

*  The  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain. 
Y  3 
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litate  mine ;  for  all  quarrels  amongst  great  powers 
are  cf/usina  german,  and  breed  orannilulate  each 
other.  The  Btmsian  Dame  will  become  more 
tractable,  and  then  we  may  shnt  the  Temple  of 
Janus  for  all  Christendom*  If  we  do,  I  will 
throw  the  key  into  the  Black  Sea,  that  nobocty 
may  open  it  again  in  onr  days. 

**  My  yonng  companion  Stoart  is  an  amiable 
lad,  and  knows  a  great  deal.  I  am  leaching  him 
honest  politics,  and  practical  philosophy,  which 
is  a  better  thing. 

^  I  am  forced  to  make  a  long  circuit  from  hence 
(look  at  your  map)  by  Arad,  to  reach  Temeswaer. 
The  shorter  road,  by  Segedin,  is  impassable.  I 
shall  reach  Temeswaer  in  five  or  six  days,  and 
shall  write  to  you  from  thence.  Letters,  letters, 
I  beseech  you,  and  a  great  deal  of  news ;  else  how 
am  I  to  be  nourished  at  Sistovof  Lord  send  me 
a  speedy  conclusion  and  a  safe  return !  I  left  all 
my  friends  at  Vienna,  young  and  old,  in  good 
health.  I  must  finish.  Love  to  my  cronies; 
they  must  pray  for  their  comrade  exiled  among 
the  unbelievers.  Adieu,  my  dear  sisters  I  Let 
me  finish  this  job  of  work  to  general  satis&ctioii, 
and  then  Te  Deuml  I  embrace  you  all  mo8t 
cordially. 

*^B.M  Keith.'' 
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SIR  R.  M.  KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTERS. 

•*  Temeswaer,  Nov,  2dth,  1790. 

"  My  Dear  Sisters, 

*^  I  have  been  dragged  hither,  through 
mud  and  mire,  by  miserable  cats  of  post-horses, 
but  without  any  accident;  and  I  have  a  good 
heart  to  undertake  the  remaining  half  of  my 
journey,  though  ten  times  more  difficult  than  the 
preceding  one.  From  hence  to  Orsova  the  whole 
country  is  in  the  state  of  ruin  and  desolation  to 
which  the  Turks  reduced  it  in  1788.  Almost 
every  town  and  village  are  laid  in  ashes,  and  only 
a  few  houses  are  rebuilt  at  certain  stages,  for  the 
scanty  accommodation  of  travellers.  I  shall  set 
out  to-morrow,  and  shall  sleep  the  night  after  on 
the  ruins  of  Caransebes,  the  place  to  which  lying 
tradition  says  Ovid  was  banished ;  and  from  thence 
pursue  my  journey  through  the  bloody  defiles  of 
Meadia,  Comia,  and  Hlova,  to  the  place  where 
old  Orsova  stood  two  years  ago.  I  shall  then  enter 
Wallachia,  and  stop  a  few  hours  at  Czemetz,  a 
colony  founded  by  Trajan,  and  close  to  the  small 
remains  of  his  stupendous  bridge  over  the  Danube. 
I  shall  also  see  the  famous  island  and  fortress  of 
Orsova,  from  the  hill  of  Allien,  whence  it  was 
lately  bombarded. 

"All  this  sounds  mighty  pompous,my dear  Anne, 

*but,  alas !    I  shall  see  nothing  on  that  route  but 

miserable  ruins,  and  a  thin  population  reduced  to 

great  distress.    But  this  Bannat  of  Temeswaer  is 

Y  4 
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one  of  the  most  fruiful  countries  of  Europe, 
wherever  industry  is  in  any  shape  exerted ;  and 
in  a  year  or  two  it  will  again  overflow  with  abund- 
ance. A  large  three  years  old  ox  can  be  bought 
here,  in  time  of  peace,  for  less  than  a  pound 
sterling;  a  lamb  for  sixpence,  and  a  load  of  hay, 
as  much  as  four  oxen  can  draw,  for  three  and 
sixpence/ 

"  One  very  strange  thing  is  remarked  by  every 
traveller  through  the  Bannat  The  villages  are 
large,  though  distant,  and  we  meet,  by  turns, 
Wallachian,  German,  Sclavonian,  and  French, 
BSLj  even  Italian  villages;  the  inhabitants  of 
which  have  different  languages,  religions,  man- 
ners, features,  and  modes  of  government ;  having 
no  other  intercourse  with  each  other  than  that  of 
mere  necessity,  and  never  intermarrying.  A  dash 
of  the  Gripsey  nation,  and  a  sprinkling  of  Jews, 
are  met  with  everywhere,  and  the  whole  furnishes 
a  grotesque  and  singular  variety.  What  do  you 
think,  my  dear  Anne,  of  going  from  the  Scla- 
vonian village  of  Falygahasa,  where  not  a  word  of 
any  of  our  lingos  is  understood,  to  the  next  village 
of  Charleville,  or  Marienville,  or  St.  Hubert,  where 
parlez^ous  is  the  sole  language?  The  French 
are  mostly  from  Lorraine,  sober  and  industrious 
people;  the  Germans  from  Suabia,  strong  and 
active ;  and  I  was  pleased  to  find  that  both  na- 
tions thrive  and  grow  rich.  The  Turkish  war 
brought  them,  on  this  side,  a  ready  vent  for  their 
commodities,  and  at  ten  prices.  So  much  for  the 
Bannat. 
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"  As  to  WaJlachia,  we  have  to  expect  all  the 
bad  eflfects  of  Greek  despotism  under  Turkish 
tyranny;  improved  by  the  successive  conquests 
and  depredations  of  all  the  contending  nations. 
I  look  for  the  worst  of  roads  and  the  most  mise- 
rable huts  for  resting-places ;  but  I  set  them  at 
defiance,  and  only  dread  a  dreary  winter  in  an 
inhospitable  Bulgarian  abode.  I  need  be  in  no 
hurry  to  get  there,  as  our  vessel  (after  a  month's 
navigation  on  the  Danube)  has  not  yet  reached 
Orsova.  To  get  to  Sistovo  before  our  household 
furniture  and  every  article  for  housekeeping, 
would  be  folly  indeed  1  We  shall  therefore  make 
a  halt  at  Bucharest  till  we  hear  that  our  servants 
have  got  to  Sistovo. 

*  **  I  have  had  fine  weather  for  the  last  six  days. 
Should  it  rain  only  for  four-and-twenty  hours, 
I  shall  be  in  the  Slough  of  Deapondy  and  shall 
recapitulate  the  Pilgrim's  Progress  with  a  devout 
recollection.  I  thought  to  find  some  memorable 
remnants  of  Eoman  buildings  on  the  road  to  Wal- 
lachia,  but  am  sorry  to  learn  that  in  the  last 
Turkish  invasion  they  have  been  thrown  down  or 
defaced.  In  short,  my  dear  sisters,  I  must  centre 
all  my  comfort  in  the  hope  of  doing  good  and 
deserving  the  full  approbation  of  my  superiors. 
I  have  already  laid  in  my  claim  to  be  relieved 
with  all  possible  expedition  (after  my  work  is 
finished)  from  my  Bulgarian  thraldom.  In  this 
point  I  believe  I  shall  be  indulged. 

**  I  rejoice  at  the  Spanish  peace  on  every  ground, 
and  trust  that  so  good  an  example  on  the  part  of 
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get  a  dnftanan  to  take  fiuthfol  Aetdies  of  eretj 
thing  in  tint  gtnnge  ooantrr.  The  ToriE^  niio 
knoir  nothing  of  the  most  neccawr  furiiiture^ 
hare  been  «t  an  imnifttwft  e^peiiM  to  fimush  got 
little  dwellingi^  I  hear  of  vefrei  and  gold  soStm, 
but  not  of  anything  for  oonTeoience^  Baft  all 
will  be  well  if  oar  bosines  goet  on  proqier- 
oosIt. 

<*The  letters  trarel  from  Europe  m^  slowfy; 
mj  latest  from  En^and  is  of  the  5th  Norember ! 
Judge  of  my  patience.  This  ooon^  of  Vallarihia 
ooght  to  be  an  abeolate  gard^i,  and  is  almost  a 
barren  desert,  by  the  doth  and  misory  of  its  in^ 
habitantB.  This  town  has  thirty  <Hr  forty  stone 
diarchesy  twice  as  many  of  wood,  fifty  palaces, 
and  not  one  comfortable  burgher's  boose.  The 
streets  are  paved  throoghoat  with  thick  wooden 
planksy  which  dance  as  a  coach  passes  over  theoL 

^^  Yon  would  laugh,  my  dear  sisters,  to  see  the 
slow  progression  of  your  brother^s  cavalcade. 
Three  carriages,  with  sixteen  or  dghteen  horses  or 
oxen  to  each,  and  five  or  six  peasants  at  Hie  coach 
door,  to  prevent  overturns.  A  guard  of  hussars 
before ;  an  officer  in  a  cart,  drawn  by  four  horses, 
following ;  and  this  magnificent  cortege^  after 
creeping  twelve  hours,  makes  two  short  stages,  and 
dives  under  ground  at  night  into  a  damp  and  dirty 
Wallachian  hut,  with  bare  walls. 

*'  But  I  must  have  done,  as  I  am  writing  an  im- 
mense letter  to  the  office,  and  an  estafette  will  be 
despatched  to  Vienna  in  an  hour  or  two.  Love  to 
all  friends.    Be  of  good  cheer ;  I  entertain  san* 


^ 
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guine  hopes  of  a  speedy  and  honourable  issue. 
Lord  grant  it !  for  I  shall  soon  tire  of  Bulgarian 
grandeur.  I  embrace  the  sisterhood^  and  Aunt 
Bab,  with  the  warmest  affection. 


SIB  B.  M.   KEITH  TO  THE  DXTKE  OF  LEEDS. 

"  Tmmoaer,  Nov.  27^A,  1790. 

**Mt  Lobd, 

"Your  Grace's  despatch  of  the  5th  No- 
vember reached  me  at  Buda,  and  it  was  matter 
of  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  learn  by  it  that  the 
differences  between  our  Court  and  that  of  Spain 
were  on  the  point  of  being  terminated  in  the  most 
honourable  manner.*  I  received  at  the  same 
time  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fitzherbert  f,  dated  on  the 
28th  October,  acquainting  me  that  the  definitive 
convention  had  been  signed  by  him  and  Coimt 
Florida  Blanca,  by  which  the  harmony  between 
the  two  crowns  was  established  on  a  secure  and 
permanent  basis. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Grace  and 
all  his  Majesty's  confidential  servants  on  an  event 
which  adds  fresh  lustre  to  the  king's  reign,  and 
furnishes  a  most  striking  proof  of  the  vigour  and 

*  Those  regarding  the  Spanish  aggressions  on  British  sub- 
jects at  Nootka  Sound,  for  which  national  honour  justly  required 
and  insisted  on  due  reparation ;  a  war  was  thus  averted — "the 
first  shot  of  which "  (says  a  contemporary),  "  would  have  em- 
broiled Europe." 

t  Afterwards  Lord  St.  Helens,  the  Ambassador  at  Madrid, 
and  friend  and  coirespondent  of  Sir  B.  M.  Keith. 
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wisdom  of  his  goyemment.  I  am  williiig  to  hope 
that  the  conduct  of  Spain  will  he  ]»t)doctiTe  of 
very  salutary  effects  at  the  Court  of  Petershtirgh, 
and  that  the  Empress  will  think  it  prudent,  in  the 
actual  situation  of  things,  to  renew  her  proposi- 
tions of  accommodation  with  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
on  the  principle  of  the  strict  status  quo. 

''The  Butch  minister.  Baron  Haeften,  set  out 
from  hence  yesterday  for  Orsova,  and  I  shall 
follow  him  to-morrow.  Our  journey  has  been 
slow  and  fatiguing,  owing  to  deep  roads  and  very 
bad  post-horses,  but  the  remaining  half  of  it, 
which  is  yet  before  us,  will  be  infinitely  more 
difficult,  as  the  Austrian  and  Turkish  armies,  in 
the  late  campaign  of  1788,  left  the  roads  in  a 
very  ruinous  state,  and  the  most  necessary  repa- 
rations are  hardly  yet  begun.  The  Turks  laid  the 
whole  country  waste,  and  left  almost  every  town 
and  village  between  this  and  Orsova  in  ashes. 
Nevertheless  I  shall  pursue  my  journey  diligently, 
though  all  hurry  be  wholly  unnecessary,  as  our 
vessel  on  the  Danube  (after  a  month's  navigation) 
has  not  reached  Orsova,  from  whence  it  will  require 
eight  or  ten  days  to  get  to  our  inhospitable  Bul- 
garian village  of  Sistovo.  We  must  not  think  of 
arriving  there  before  our  vessel,  as  on  its  lading 
of  household  furniture,  and  every  necessary  article 
for  housekeeping,  our  means  of  subsistence  there, 
with  any  degree  of  convenience,  must  entirely 
depend. 

"Baron   Herbert   is  still    at  Bucharest,   and 
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Marquis  Lucchesini  is  probably  at  the  camp  of  the 
Grand  Vizier.  We  hear  that  one  of  the  Turkish 
plenipotentiaries  is  already  at  Sistovo,  and  the 
others  are  soon  expected  there. 

**  It  is  with  cheerful  as  well  as  active  zeal  that 
I  pursue  the  execution  of  the  important  com- 
mission with  which  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  entrust  me.  I  entertain  the  sanguine 
hope  of  bringing  it  to  a  speedy  and  satisfactory 
conclusion,  and  when  I  shall  have  attained  that 
object  of  my  ambition,  I  shall  most  earnestly 
request  of  your  Grace's  goodness  to  shorten  as 
much  as  possible  the  dreary  residence  which  awaits 
me  in  Bulgaria. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  E.  M.  K." 

[Secret  and  Confidential.'] 

SIB  R.   M.   KEITH  TO  THE  DUKE   OF  LEEDS. 

''Bucharest,  Dec.  \2th,  1790. 

"My  Lord, 

"  After  the  most  fatiguing  journey  that  can 
well  be  imagined,  through  deep  roads,  where  six- 
teen horses  to  each  carriage  could  hardly  drag  it 
along,  I  reached  this  city  the  night  before  last,  and 
met  with  the  most  polite  reception  from  the  Im- 
perial Minister,  Baron  Herbert,  and  from  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  General  Enzenberg. 

"  I  was  hardly  an  hour  in  this  place  when  the 
Dutch  minister  communicated  to  me  the  substance 
of  a  very  interesting  conversation  which  Baron 
Herbert  had  brought  on  with  him  the  preceding 
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day,  in  regard  to  the  instructions  that  minister  had 
received  from  Vienna,  touching  the  conduct  he 
is  to  hold  at  the  approaching  Congress. 

<^  Judging  that  the  same  motives  which  had  iih 
duced  the  Austrian  minister  to  speak  openly  to 
my  Dutch  colleagues  woiild  infallibly  lead  him  to 
broach  the  same  topics  to  me,  and  perhaps  with  a 
still  greater  degree  of  confidence,  I  fumished 
Baron  Herbert  an  early  opportunity  of  explaining 
himself  fully,  which  he  eagerly  ^ooibraced,  and  the 
following  is  the  precise  result  of  a  long  conference 
which  took  place  between  us  at  my  house  yester- 
day morning. 

.  .  .  .  • 

*'  He  showed  me  his  fiill  powers,  in  which  he 
insisted  (though  not  to  my  entire  conviction)  that 
the  phrases  I  have  underlined  in  the  enclosed  copy 
of  them,  laid  him  imder  the  indispensable  obli- 
gation of  concluding  Thothirig  without  the  avowed 
guarantee  of  all  the  mediating  powers. 

"  He  then  desired  me  to  follow  with  my  eye  the 
individual  words  of  a  paragraph  which  he  read,  of 
Prince  Kaunitz's  instructions,  which  expressly 
orders  him  to  abide  most  strictly  by  the  status 
quo  previous  to  the  war. 

"  Baron  Herbert's  language  surprised  me  not  a 
little ;  I  therefore  put  the  question  to  him  if  he 
would  consent  to  adopt  as  the  sole  ground  of 
pacification  the  phrase  made  use  of  by  your 
Grace  in  the  late  instrument  of  ratification. 
Status  quo  J  idem  scilicet ^  id  admissumy  qui^  ante 
helium  jam  nunc  vnstans  extitit  ? 
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"  He  replied,  without  hesitation,  *  Yes,  Sir,  aiid  I 
would  sign  the  peace  to-morrow  which  that  phrase 
defines;  with  this  single  additional  clause,  that 
the  titles  of  all  the  treaties  which  existed  between 
Austria  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  previous  to  the 
late  rupture,  shall  be  recapituLcuted  m  the  treaty ; 
and  that  each  of  them  shall  be  declared  to  remain 
in  full  force  and  vigour.  This  precaution,'  added 
he,  *  is  absolutely  necessary  with  the  Turks,  who 
believe  that  all  treaties  which  are  not  specified  in 
the  stipulations  of  a  new  treaty  of  peace,  have 
been  wholly  and  irrevocably  abolished  by  the  in- 
tervening war.' 

**  *  Sir,'  said  I,  *the  jclause  you  mention  appears 
to  me  to  be  liable  to  two  very  material  objections ; 
the  first,  that  by  the  mention  of  so  many  treaties, 
you  open  to  the  Turks  a  door  to  endless  discussion 
of  the  several  articles  they  contain,  and  per- 
haps to  some  indiscreet  claims  which  those  pleni- 
potentiaries may  be  inclined  to  set  on  foot.  My 
second  objection  is,  that  if,  by  the  recapitulation 
of  those  treaties,  you  mean  to  found  hereafter  a 
claim  to  his  Majesty's  guarantee  of  their  respec- 
tive stipulations,  you  aim  at  what  I  can  hardly 
conceive  will  be  granted.  For  how  can  it  be 
expected  that  England  should  become  the  gua- 
rantee of  treaties  which  she  had  no  hand  in  firam- 
ing,  and  several  of  which  she  in  all  probability 
never  saw?'  .... 

"The  conversation  ended  by  my  telling  him* 
that  without  presuming  to  foretell,  in  any  shape, 
what  eflfect  his  present  declaration  would  produce 

VOL.  IL  z 
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iniLondoD,  I  would  endeavour  to  remove^  as  fai 
as  it  depended  on  me,  the  obstacles  which  he 
acknowledged  to  stand  in  the  way  of  a  happy 
Urminadon  of  the  business  in  which  we  are 
ei^aged.  That  I  should  write  to  your  Crrace  an 
exMt  account  of  all  that  had  passed  between  us, 
and  beg  of  him  to  forward  it  by  estafette.  This 
he  fv^miaed  to  do  without  deky ;  acquainting  me 
that  the  Marquis  Luochesini  is  authorised  by  his 
full  poweis  to  guarantee  every  artide  of  the 
treaty :  and  that  Baron  Haeften  (who  has  no  such 
autharitr)  had  likewise  desired  him  to  forward  a 
deqntch  to  the  Hague  on  the  subject. 

*•'  I  hare  reodved  (through  Vienna)  a  very 
kind  letter  firom  Sir  Bobert  Ainslie,  in  which  his 
Excellency,  though  he  had  not  received  accounts 
of  my  formal  appointment,  takes  it  for  granted 
that  I  am  to  be  the  king's  plenipotentiaiy  at  the 
Congress;  and  adds,  that  the  king's  principal 
dragoman  at  Constantinople  holds  himself  in 
readiness  to  set  out  to  join  me  on  the  shortest 
notice.  I  shall  hope  to  find  him  at  Sistovo,  as 
my  letters,  making  a  similar  request^  must  have 
reached  his  Excellency  three  weeks  ago. 

"B.M.K." 

In  corroboration  (were  any  necessary)  of  the 
foregoing  ministerial  assurances ;  as  a  warrant  for 
SirJ^M*  Keith's    sanguine  expectations  of  a 
kion  of  his  mission ;  as  a  proof  of 
good-will  and  esteem  of  the  writer 
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for  the  British  envoy ;  and,  above  all,  as  a  con- 
trast (which,  if  not  painful,  would  be  ludicrous,) 
with  every  feature  of  the  succeeding  conduct  of 
the  Austrian  prime  minister,  the  following  private 
note,  which  preceded  the  opening  of  the  Congress, 
may  be  given: — 

LE  PBINCE  DE  EAUNITZ   A  MONSIEUB  LE  CHEVALIEB 
EEITH. 

**A  Vienne,  ce  15  Dicembre,  1790. 
"  Je  viens  de  recevoir  la  lettre  que  vous  avez 
bien  voulu  m'ecrire  de  Czemetz ;  et  j'ai  I'honneur 
de  vous  en  remercier,  comme  d'une  attention  bien 
obligeante  de  votre  part.  Je  suis  bien  aise  que 
les  intentions  de  I'Empereur  aient  6t6  ex^cutees 
a  votre  enti^re  satisfaction  par  Messieurs  les 
Generaux  Soro  et  Hahn  ;  et  je  ne  doute  pas  qu'^ 
votre  retour,  ils  ne  tachent  de  vous  etre  6gale- 
ment  de  toute  I'utilite  possible.  Je  souhaite  avoir 
le  plaisir  de  vous  revoir  bientot  parmi  nous ;  et  je 
m'en  flatte,  non  moins  pour  Pamour  de  vous^  que 
pour  le  bien  de  la  chose,  attender  que  le  status 
quo  que  I'Empereur  a  bien  voulu  faire  ofirir  a  la 
Forte  par  le  canal  des  puissances  mediatrices, 
c'est  a  dire  le  retablissement  de  toutes  choses 
(nulles  eoccept^)  relatives  aux  deux  puissances 
belligerentes,  rien  en  de^a^  et  rien  en  dela^  ne 
parait  exiger  que  I'extension  materielle  de  cet 
engagement  reciproque,  fid^lement  suivie  de  son 
execution ;  et  que  pour  cela  pen  de  jours  pour- 
ront  suffire :  suppose,  conmie  j^en  suis  persuad^ 

2  2 
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que  Ton  n^admettra  ni  chicanee^  ni  interpr^ta' 
twMy  a  un  eTigagementj  lequd  loyalemefrvt  irCen 
eat  pas  ausceptible.  Tacbez  de  vous  maintenir 
en  bonne  sant^,  ainsi  que  Monsieur  le  Baron  de 
Haeften,  et  Monsieur  Lucchesini^  dont  je  de* 
mande  souvent  des  nouvelles  au  Baron  de  Jacobi : 
et  soyez  persuade,  je  vous  prie,  du  sentimens  de 
parfaite  consid&ation,  et  de  Fandenne  bonne 
amitUj  avec  lesquels  j'ai  ITionneur  d'etre, 
"  Mon  cber  Chevalier, 
"  Votre  tr&  humble  et  ob^issant  serviteur, 

"Kaunitz.'' 

The  same  motives  which  dictate  the  insertion 
of  the  foregoing  note,  viz.  its  more  than  diplo- 
matic inconsistency  with  the  subsequent  conduct, 
on  which  it  reads  like  a  burlesque,  have  suggested 
its  translation  into  plain  EngUah.  \ 

PRINCE  KAIINITZ  TO  SIR  R.   M.   KEITH. 

«  Vienna,  Dec.  Uthy  1790. 

**  I  have  just  received  the  letter  you  were  good 
enough  to  write  to  me  from  Czemetz,  and  I  have 
the  honour  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  so  oblig- 
ing a  mark  of  attention.  I  am  very  glad  to  think 
that  the  Emperor's  intentions  have  been  executed 
to  your  entire  satisfaction  by  Generals  Soro  and 
Hahn,  and  I  doubt  not  they  will  equally  en- 
deavour on  your  return  to  be  of  all  possible  use 
to  you.  I  wish  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  soon  again  among  us,  and  flatter  myself  with 
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the  hope  of  it,  not  less  from  my  regard  for  you^ 
than  for  the  good  of  the  cause ;  seeing  that  the 
statu  quo  which  the  Emperor  has  been  pleased 
to  offer  to  the  Porte,  through  the  channel  of  the 
mediating  powers,  viz.,  the  re-establishment  of 
all  things  without  exception^  relative  to  the  two 
belligerents,  neither  on  this  side  nor  thxd  of  their 
precise  former  position,  seems  to  require  only  the 
substantive  extension  of  this  reciprocal  engage- 
ment, faithfully  followed  up  by  its  execution; 
and  that  for  this  purpose  a  few  days  ought  to 
suffice,  supposing  (aa  I  am  persuaded)  that  neither 
chicane  nor  misrepresentations  will  be  admitted 
into  a  compact  in  which,  honestly  carried  out, 
they  can  find  no  place. 

**  I  b^  you  will  try  and  keep  yourself  in  good 
health,  as  well  as  Baron  Haeften  and  Monsieur 
Lucchesini,  about  whom  I  make  frequent  inquiries 
of  Baron  Jacobi ;  and  pray  you  to  be  convinced 
of  the  sentiments  of  perfect  consideration,  as  well 
as  of  a/ndent  good  fellowship^  with  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  remain, 

"My  dear  Sir  Eobert, 

"Your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

"  Kaunitz." 


Sm  B.   M.   KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEBS. 

««  Siatovo,  Dec.  23rd,  1790. 

"  I  have  fairly  bid  adieu  to  Christendom  since 
Saturday  last,  and  am  now,  my  dear  sisters,  an 
inhabitant    of  a  large  Bulgarian    borough,  for 

t  s 
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town  it  is  not,  and  village  it  must  not  be  called^ 
SB  it  contains  above  five  thousand  houses,  such  as 
they  are,  and  a  very  crowded  population.  It  is 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  on  heaven 
knows  how  many  small  hills,  with  deep  chasms 
between  them.  The  air  is  excellent,  and  the 
water  good,  so  that  in  point  of  health  it  is  in- 
finitely preferable  to  Wallachia. 

"  But  let  me  give  you  the  particulars  of  my 
eodt  from  that  last  province,  and  my  entry  into 
the  Turkish  dominions.  I  must  tell  you  that  I 
slept  at  a  village  in  Wallachia  where  there  is  a 
large  detachment  of  Austrian  cavalry.  Notice 
being  sent  to  the  Turks  of  my  intention  to  cross 
the  Danube,  I  set  out  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon (the  finest  mild  sunshine  I  ever  saw),  and 
with  no  less  than  sixteen  (not  six)  horses  to  each 
of  my  three  carriages.  I  was  carried  at  full 
gallop  along  a  grassy  plain,  escorted  by  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Austrian  cavalry,  and  all  the  officers 
on  horseback,  together  with  the  chief  magistrate 
of  Simniza  and  his  suite ;  in  short  a  most  mag- 
nificent cort^e. 

"  I  found,  on  the  brink  of  the  Danube,  two  or 
three  Turkish  row-boats  armed,  and  with  pavi- 
lions at  their  stems,  and  cushions  to  sit  on.  The 
mehmandar  (an  officer  appointed  to  live  with  me 
and  regulate  everything)  was  the  first  to  compli- 
ment me ;  then  an  officer  from  the  tefterdar  (trea- 
surer) and  other  Turks,  who  took  place  along 
with  Stuart  and  me  in  the  first  boat,  while  all 
the  servants  and  carriages  were  stowed  in  the 
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others.  My  fleet  fired  their  guns  (little  ragged 
cannons),  three  and  three,  and  were  answered  by 
an  old  castle  on  the  Bulgarian  side.  The  Danube 
as  smooth  as  glass,  and  the  shore  on  the  Turkish 
bank  lofty  and  majestic.  When  we  touched  the 
land,  a  great  number  of  well-dressed  Turks  met 
me  on  horseback,  and  gave  me  a  fine  horse  (all 
over  embroidery),  which  I  mounted ;  other  horses 
were  given  to  Mr.  Stuart  and  every  person 
belonging  to  me.  We  moved  along  in  slow  pro- 
cession toward  the  hill;  and  it  was  really  a 
striking  sight  to  behold  the  whole  face  of  it,  and 
of  three  or  four  adjacent  hillocks,  covered  with 
many  many  thousands  of  people,  Turks  and 
Greeks,  in  strange  parti-coloured  habits ;  not  one 
thing  or  one  living  creature  resembling,  in  out- 
ward appearance,  what  I  had  been  accustomed  to 
see  in  Germany. 

"  We  were  conducted  to  the  tefterdar^a  custom- 
house, and  brought  into  his  apartment,  where 
coflfee,  pipes,  sherbet,  sweetmeats,  and  frankin- 
cense were  presented  to  us,  by  turns ;  and  Prince 
Morusi,  chief  interpreter  to  the  Porte  (a  well- 
conducted  young  man,  son  to  a  hospodar  of  Mol- 
davia, and  who  will  himself  be  one  day  sovereign 
of  that  country),  made  me  a  very  polite  compli- 
ment in  the  name  of  the  Eeis  Eflfendi,  who  is  the 
first  of  my  colleagues.  From  thence  we  climbed 
up  the  hill,  on  the  worst  pavement,  and  through 
the  most  crooked  lanes  that  can  be  imagined  (but 
on  sure-footed  Turkish  horses),  and  after  a  hun- 
dred turnings  and  windings,  without  seeing  any- 

Z  4 
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thing  which  desarred  the  name  of  a  flbreet^  wt  st 
length  arriTed  (and  here  ends  my  pompooa  tde) 
at  m  J  castle,  allotted  to  die  lepreaenftative  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain* 

^  Fignre  to  jonrBelf,  m j  dear  Anne,  within  a 
little  fiirmer^g  yard,  where  no  carriage  can  turn,  a 
bit  of  a  house,  containing  in  all  thtee  figeomr- 
holes  of  rooms,  the  best  of  which  is  fourteen  feet 
by  twelve ;  the  dining-room  twelTc  hj  ten,  and 
six  feet  in  height;  the  bedchamber  just  three  feet 
longCT  and  two  feet  broader  than  my  tent  bed^ 
and  no  other  furniture  anywhere  but  large  mAs 
on  the  floor,  with  cushions  (what  say  yoa  to 
that?)  of  cut  velvet  on  a  gold  ground!  Never 
surely  were  gold  and  vely^  so  ridiculoudy  em- 
ployed ! 

^^  But  let  me  proceed.  This  bit  of  a  castle  is 
joined  by  a  wooden  bridge  and  covered  passage  to 
another  hovel,  less  in  every  proportion,  contain- 
ing likewise  three  nutshells  called  rooms,  where 
my  chief  attendants  reside.  I  made  as  if  all 
were  entirely  to  my  mind ;  and,  in  fact,  I  care 
little  about  the  matter.  I  treated  my  conductors 
with  coffee,  pipes  (their  own),  sherbet,  &c.,  and 
sent  them  away  contented*  I  then  took  a  view  of 
my  domain,  adjoining  to  my  palace,  and  found 
eleven  separate  hovels,  for  my  kitchen,  for  my 
confectioner,  my  washerwoman  (brought  from 
Bucharest),  and  a  bit  of  a  house  for  my  drago- 
man Pisani,  expected  from  Constantinople.  I 
immediately  set  about  improving  my  dwelling, 
and  in  four  days  I  have  got  a  new  dining-room 
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for  twenty  people,  a  scullery,  confectionary,  &c ; 
chairs,  tables,  bedsteads,  kitchen  furniture,  and 
every  article  of  housekeeping,  brought  from 
Vierma,  are  now  in  their  places,  and  I,  as  well  as 
every  one  of  my  people,  find  ourselves  pretty 
comfortable,  each  in  his  pigeovr-hole,  I  have  a 
guard  of  Janissaries  and  Bulgarians,  who  lodge 
near  my  gate,  and  who  accompany  me  every- 
where. All  my  visits  are  paid  on  horseback,  with 
a  large  retinue,  and  this  forenoon  the  Reis  EffeTidi, 
and  the  Mollah  de  la  Mecque,  and  the  Metup^ 
8cha  Baahiy  were  crammed  together,  and  smoked 
their  pipes  (to  repay  my  visit)  in  my  heat  nutr 
shell. 

"  So  much  for  diplomatic  and  tedious  etiquette; 
the  visits  are  all  finished,  and  I  hope  we  may  be 
able  to  set  about  serious  business  in  iwo  or  three 
days.  The  Turkish  ministers  are  decent  well- 
behaved  men,  and  very  civil  in  their  way.  The 
male  Greeks  and  Turks  of  this  town  are  a  stout 
and  handsome  race  of  people.  The  first  are 
clothed  in  all  manner  of  colours ;  each  man  has 
two  pistols  and  a  large  poignard  at  his  girdle,  and 
they  look  arrogant  and  surly.  The  Greeks  wear 
long  Asiatic  habits,  but  no  turban  or  arms  of  any 
sort.  They  would  be  respectful  to  us  i/  they 
dared.  The  Greek  women  (not  handsome,  and 
ill-dressed)  stared  at  us  as  Christians  would  do; 
but  the  Turkish  women,  of  whom  I  saw  several 
hundreds,  are  dressed  uniformly  in  a  large  wrap- 
per of  chocolate-coloured  coarse  stuff,  which 
reaches  from  their  chin  to  their  toe,  and  makes 


rmc  acr  zl  ^zki'  :awu&>s.  if  :» ^ngsL:  ail  meir  cms 
:3.c  ::«>;:%   ^.-upntrsoDa^  ^vaiBK  :a^  meed  hgmlmmkt 

:i28L  ^iM  T.ie  frkti^  9kfjunff  SsaatLii^ b^mL stmuhei 
jmst  Acr*^  ya  rte  ia*.'ttiiA5r  if  lOkrcaier  vcHBuiy  as  if 
J  --  ritf  n&T'f^iC  jiTir.tJA/nc  oi  las^  wccii !     I  ingtttatly 

.imi  I  rica^ai:  ^iie^  ^wrkjeii  v^  scift  eompla- 
i«LCT.     STrrra.!  la^azs^  5?  -aie  assse  eT«ywiiere ! 

•*•  X-:^^*  nj  iear  sq;c«^  wias  oi>  jvm  not  owe 
3i»*  5,x  la**  pcwecEa^  •,**w«arf  difscriptioHy  and 
jkl  :ifi'  tne  jfe>  I2e  Gospia  ?  I  am  a  great  man 
eT«3r«!«i»  bos  rn  my  own  dwelling;  and  there 
I  ;uxi  a  IwaidiT  gcNxt-Lomoared  *  Torss  fellow, 
Ltfzgiun^  ac  all  inconTenienees^  and  fired  with  the 
ambttiv>n  ot  vking  good  to  humanity,  with  the 

*■  T!ie  TCMitisfiLhtMs  of  mind  bcve  alhtded  to  hj  a  d^ilomatist 
of  «urt^,  vin  pcobabij  be  hsM  one  of  the  diief  dumis  of  his 
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full  approbation  of  those  who  sent  me  hither.  But 
such  an  embassy,  in  the  dead  of  winter,  with  such 
roads,  weather,  and  accommodations,  to  pacify 
empires  in  a  Bulgarian  hut,  is  not  to  be  met  with 
in  history ! 

**  This  Congress  will  be  dull  and  slow,  but  if 
left  to  take  its  own  course,  I  think  its  issue  may 
be  predicted.  The  Eussians  are  in  the  height  of 
their  campaign  on  the  Danube,  but  the  Eeis 
EflFendi  told  me  to-day  that  the  Turks  have  gained 
some  advantage,  and  will  prevent  the  fortress  of 
Ismail  from  falling  into  the  Eussian  hands.  / 
am  not  yet  without  fear  on  that  score ;  but  if  the 
Eussians  are  baffled  there,  the  campaign  will 
soon  be  at  an  end,  and  I  trust  we  shall  be  able  to 
bring  the  haughty  dame  of  the  north  to  wish  for 
peace. 

"  I  have  written  all  this  letter  without  drawing 
breath ;  I  shall  add  a  few  words  to-morrow. 
Young  Stuart  is  an  excellent  lad,  and  all  my  ser- 
vants behave  incomparably  well.  Adieu  f  good 
night,  my  dear  sisters." 

"  uth. 
"  Barely  time  to  tell  you,  my  dear  Anne,  that 
all  is  well ;  that  my  dragoman,  Pisani  (a  respect- 
able old  gentleman)  is  arrived  from  Constanti- 
nople with  his  son,  and  brings  me  several  presents 
of  wines,  fruits,  &c.,  from  Sir  Eobert  Ainslie,  and 
a  most  obliging  letter.  I  am  now  every  way  ready 
for  business.  My  hearty  love  to  all  friends,  and 
a  most  affectionate  embrace  to  the  sisterhood  aud 
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flBSC  B^*  Tm  sraw  ksr  as  ik  coEosipcHufeBfc. 
mj  (ior  .Anne;  grve  me  ail  joat  newsw  GoA 
UeaftjoiL, 

-BL3C  K,-' 


^ 


«The  «ri^9TiI  of  Bekm  Harfaert  »  Oe 
IMi  (Ibrr^Tiis  IjBuxbesai  and  B»i»   lfai»flff« 

kft^vin^  prottded  me  on  tiw;  rood)  iaft  eom|ifelsaf 
tiie  anemhlj  df  die  Coa^rcfli:  sad  wiie&  Ae 
tei&na  rwmd  of  visu  JiaU  ksve  been  fbuAed  cm 
aQ  siAeA  —  wfafcfa.  will  jtiQ  cokfloif  fire  or  sz  dbm 
—  the  boamen  wtsL  w&ieb  wt  are  diarged  liftlT 
be  set  oa  foot  witbone  driaj. 

^  In  the  bonriy  ei:peeCa£uo  of  IL  Vmad,  im 
Maijeatf^  ehief  (ba^omaa  aft  die  Porte  firooi  Cqil- 
flCantdikOiple^  the  Prnmaa  BdniBC^  bas  bees  so 
Mi^dg  aft  to  lend  isa  his  dfagoccuzL  fer  tiie  pcc?- 
^ecvt,  t*>  aasLiC  ra  in  the  fine  visCa  vA  cooiffi- 
meota  of  etwpiette^ 

^  Tbe  Beti  Effetiiii  k  a  man  in  jearSr  of  a  le- 
tpeeeable  figore  and  defKimneot.  Tbe  Kcond 
plenipotentiary  (lieiieTed  to  be  a  faToorite  at  tbe 
Porte)  it  fthrevd  and  inqmsctrre;  bat  I  baffled 
hk  indiscreet  ecmositj  bj  tellii^  faim  that  I  dboold 
ddaf  to  eemirene  with  bim  ooi  bnsinesi  tiD  mj 

*  The  rsamnhU  latij  ibsm  rep«st«^  A^^^^mA  (ffjoA-mast 
t»  O*  writer^  £««d  in  ME  pooMSBoia  ^  ber  l^ai£tM%  to  i:&» 
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interpreter  should  arrive.     The  third  I  shall  see 
to-day,  as  they  pay  all  their  visits  together. 

**Oii  one  point  I  must  request  your  Grace's 
speedy  and  precise  instructions.  The  Prussian 
minister  tells  me,  that  in  every  step  of  the  pro- 
ceedings here,  and  in  every  paper  to  be  signed, 
he  is  expressly  ordered  to  insist  on  a  perfect  re- 
ciprocity with  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  He 
therefore  requires  that  every  document  shall  be 
made  out  double  (as  was  the  case  at  Teschen  be- 
tween France  and  Bussia),  and  that  the  King  of 
Prussia  and  his  Majesty  shall  have  the  same  al- 
ternative in  title  and  signature,  as  in  a  common 
treaty  of  peace. 

**Is  it  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  this  demand 
(the  first  of  the  kind  that  a  King  of  Prussia  has 
ever  had  an  opportunity  of  making  at  a  Congress) 
be  complied  with  or  rejected  ? 

**  I  think  it  proper,  at  this  stage  of  my  mission, 
to  acquaint  your  Grace,  that  I  cypher  and  decy^ 
pher  all  vnyaelfj  and  that  the  person  who  copies 
the  above  numbers  has  not  the  smallest  know- 
ledge of  their  contents. 

**  I  have  the  honour,  Ac. 

"B.  M.  K." 

SIB  B.  M.   KEITH  TO  THE  DITKE  OF  LEEDS. 

"  autovo,  December  2Sth,  1790. 

"My  Lobd, 

"  The  hope  which  the  Christian  ministers 
of  this  Congress  entertained  of  being  able  to  hold 
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the  first  general  meeting  of  it  this  day,  has  been 
very  unexpectedly  frustrated  by  an  ill-founded 
pretension  which  the  Ottoman  ministers  set  up, 
in  regard  to  places  of  precedency  in  the  assembly, 
notwithstanding  that  they  themselves  had  de- 
clared, by  letter  to  Mr.  Herbert,  at  Bucharest, 
that  they  very  readily  agreed  to  waive,  at  this 
Congress,  every  species  of  ceremony,  or  etiquette, 
which  might  retard  our  business. 

"  I  will  not  trouble  your  Grace  with  the  detail 
of  the  idle  contestations  into  which  they  launched, 
touching  the  form  of  a  room,  and  the  seats  of 
honour  around  it.  The  mediators  were  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  the  Turkish  claims  were 
groundless.  But  to  all  the  arguments  we  em- 
ployed, to  bring  them  over  to  our  opinion,  they 
made  but  one  reply ;  that  their  religion  forbade 
them  to  comply  with  our  decision.  I  see  some 
reason  to  fear  that  this  word  religion  will  fre- 
quently be  brought  to  serve  as  a  cloak  for  ignor- 
ance or  obstinacy. 

**  The  Turkish  ministers,  having  the  ceremoni- 
ous circumstances  of  former  treaties  much  more 
fresh  in  their  memories  than  the  essential  stipu- 
lations of  those  treaties,  immediately  cited  the 
Congress  at  Carlowitz;  offering  to  change  the 
oblong  square  of  the  actual  place  of  assembly, 
into  an  oval  form  with  four  doors,  &c.  &c. 

"  This  would  have  caused  a  considerable  delay 
in  the  opening  of  Congress ;  we  therefore  applied 
once  more  to  the  Austrian  plenipotentiary,  who, 
with  great  good  temper,  and  the  hearty  desire  of 


/ 


A 


THE  BOMANCE  OF  DIPLOMACY.  351 

removing  all  trifling  obstacles,  suggested  another 
arrangement  of  places,  viz. :  that  the  Turkish 
ministers  should  sit  all  on  one  side ;  the  three  me- 
diating plenipotentiaries  opposite  to  them,  and  he 
(Baron  Herbert)  below  the  third  of  the  mediators. 
By  this  arrangement,  the  allied  ministers  are  to 
be  in  the  centre,  having  the  Imperial  ministers 
on  their  right,  and  the  Ottomans  on  their  left 
hand. 

**Our  Mahometan  colleagues  have  at  length 
agreed  to  this  proposal ;  and  yet  our  first  meet- 
ing is  still  unavoidably  postponed  till  Saturday, 
the  1st  of  January.  The  Turks  require  that 
interval  of  time  to  prepare  the  nimiber  of  copies 
of  their  fall  powers  in  the  Turkish  language, 
(which  are  in  different  terms  for  each  of  their 
three  plenipotentiaries)  and  of  the  Latin  trans- 
lation of  them,  which  must  be  exchanged  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Congress.  Such  is  the 
pretext  they  allege ;  but  the  real  motive  of  pro- 
crastination is  to  have  time  for  their  dstrolo- 
gera  to  calculate,  and  mark  out  to  them  the 
happy  hour  for  the  commencement  of  the  nego- 
tiation. 

*^  I  dare  say  your  Grace  will  agree  with  me  in 
thinking  that  in  the  deplorable  state  of  the  Turk- 
ish forces,  and  when  we  are  ready  to  restore  whole 
provinces,  and  strong  fortresses  to  their  debili- 
tated empire,  the  earliest  hour  of  acceptance 
ought,  in  sound  reason,  to  appeur  the  most  eligi- 
ble. May  the  negotiation,  when  once  set  on  foot, 
proceed  with  that  degree  of  expedition  which  the 
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plain  sense  of  the  Conyenticm  of  Beiehenbaeh 
fisunlitates  to  all  parties. 

'<  I  haye  the  honour  to  be. 


Snt  B.  II.  KSITH  TO  THE  DUKB  Of  LEKD& 

**  Sistow,  Dec.  ZOik,  1790. 

**  My  Lobd, 

'^  The  Turkish  astrologers  having  dis- 
covered that  one  o'clock  yesterday  was  a  fortunate 
hour  for  opening  the  Congress,  the  Ottoman  min- 
isters made  known  to  the  mediators  that  thejr 
wished  to  meet  us  at  that  hour. 

**  To  this  proposal  we  assented  with  great  {Mea- 
sure. But  a  sudden  change  of  opinion  in  the 
mind  of  the  Imperial  Intemimcio  had  like  to 
have  thrown  us  into  a  new  perplexity  and  delay. 
He  had  repented  of  what  he  himself  had  sug- 
gested,  and  to  which  all  parties  had  agreed, 
touching  the  arrangement  of  places  in  the  Cham- 
ber of  the  Assembly.  He  applied  to  the  medi- 
ating ministers  to  have  their  advice,  in  order  to 
find  out  and  determine  a  third  mode  of  arrange- 
ment; giving  us  to  understand  that  he  must 
retract  his  former  proposal,  and  might,  perhaps, 
be  forced  to  write  to  Vienna  for  orders. 

"We  lold  him  that  it  would  be  matter  of  great 
concern  to  our  Courts  to  see  the  opening  of  the 
Congress  postponed  to  so  distant  a  period.  But 
that,  as  we  had  acquainted  them  with  our  accept- 
ance of  his  proposition,  and  had,  at  the  same 
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time^  given,  due  praise  to  hk  acoammodating 
disposition,  we  must  leave  on  liim  the  blame  of 
procrastination,  and  the  choice  of  the  measures 
which  he  thought  it  became  him  to  pursue.  After 
a  few  hours'  reflection,  the  Imperial  Internuncio 
gave  us  notice  that  he  would  meet  us  at  the  Con- 
gress, at  the  appointed  hour. 

*^  It  fortunately  occurred  to  me,  that  as  Baron 
Herbert  was  determined  to  prQceed  to  business, 
there  might  be  a  way  of  giving  to  the  place  he 
was  to  occupy  in  the  room  a  greater  degree  of 
distmction  than  had  been  at  first  thought  of.  I 
therefore  proposed  to  Messrs.  Lucchesini  and 
Haeften,  that,  by  reversing  the  order  of  the 
places  of  the  Tnediatmg  ministers,  and  sitting 
myself  next  to  Baron  Herbert,  whilst  Monsieur 
de  Haeften  should  be  placed  exactly  opposite  to 
the  Eeis  Eflfendi,  there  would  remain  no  doubt  of 
the  Emperor's  minister  being  in  possession  of  the 
most  honourable  place  which  could  be  devised ; 
whilst  the  mediators  preserved  their  right  of  be- 
ing in  the  middle  between  the  contracting  parties. 

^^  To  this  plan  my  colleagues  in  the  mediation 
gave  their  full  approbation ;  and  Baron  Herbert 
has  since  expressed  his  complete  satisfaction  with 
the  expedient  I  had  suggested.  I  should  not 
have  troubled  your  Grace  with  all  these  minute 
details,  if  the  contracting  parties  had  not  thought 
them  of  great  importance.* 

*  The  gravity  with  which  official  decorum  obliges  Sir  R.  M. 
Keith  to  narrate  them,  would  only  heighten  hifi  sense  of  theit 
ludicrous  insignificance. 

VOL.  II.  A  A 
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**l^b0o^  itibefrowiDet  of  the  Ki^s  moi* 
iftni  to  open  the  Coogroib  I  did  ao,  in  tbe  few 
l^linMief  in  the  Frendh  langnage,  of  which  I  wead 
a  oopj  incloied*  They  were  tnnwiatfd  intoTnA- 
ish^and  reskl  to  the  Ottomans  by  the  BnigDiiian 
of  the  Porte. 


^Speediof  his  Britannic  KajestVs  i 
op^mng  tbe  Congtem,  indoaed  in  the  abore: — 

"^^Hamenn  lea  Fl^n^wtaitiairea  dea  Poia- 
aanees  eontrartantea,  lea  mimrtrea  dea  eoms 
m&iiatricea  Tooa  figUdtenty  par  ma  boache,  de 
roavertore  de  oe  Congr^  anqoel  Toa  acmyeraina 
reapectifs  ont  formdlement  inrite  lea  notrea,  pour 
completer  Foavnige  de  la  paix^  dont  lea  fimde- 
mena  ont  6tS  heoreuaement  jett^a  i  IteMienbadi 
en  SUMe, 

^  ^  Xona  sentona  combien  il  eat  honorable  pour 
nooa  d'ayoir  i\&  choiMa  par  noa  ooorBy  poor  y 
mettre  la  demise  main* 

^^Xona  sommestr^convaincaa^MeariearByqDe 
conform^ent  anx  intentions  bien£aisantes  de  Toa 
lUustres  Soaverains,  vons  portez  dans  oette  aa- 
nemblief  la  droitore  fsurbite^  et  lavmtable  esprit 
de  conciliation* 

^ '  Voos  ^tes  en  droit  d'attendre^  et  j'oee  Tona 
assurer,  Messieors,  que  tous  trouverez  de  notre 
party  toute  la  bonne  £[riy  et  toute  Tipipartialitg 
qui  doivent  constamment  acoompagner  lea  fixnc* 
tions  respectables  dont  nos  souverains  nous  ont 
charg^ 

^' '  Puiase  la  paiz  qui  doit  couronner  noa  travanx 
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communs,  retablir  la  bonne  harmonie  entre  les 
deux  Empires  limitrophes,  sur  les  bases  les  plus 
solides,  et  les  plus  inalt^rables  1 ' 

*'It  was  the  work  of  three  hours  to  read  the 
originals  of  all  the  different  fiill  powers,  with 
their  translations  from  Turkish  into  Latin,  and 
from  Latin  to  Turkish,  and  occupied  almost  the 
whole  remaining  time  of  the  meeting. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

SIB  B.  H.  KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEBS. 

"  Sistovo,  January  Sth,  1791. 

**  ^AbUai  Kol  teah!  means  in  the  Turkish  lan- 
guage, ^I  wish  you  a  happy  New  Year;'  and 
*  Bran  fum  grit '  is  the  phrase  by  which  we 
Bulgarians  express,  *  and  many  happy  years  to 
come.' 

"  I  am  sure,  my  dear  sisters,  it  would  give  you 
great  delight  to  receive  a  whole  letter  from  me  in 
either  of  those  languages,  which  I  have  completely 
acquired;  but  I  have  not  time  to  display  my 
learning  to-day,  and  I  therefore  hasten  to  assure 
you  that  I  am  (I  must  indulge  you  by  giving  you 
that  pretty  expression  in  Turkish)  *  Miru  zUpazu,^ 
—  that  is  to  say,  as  well  as  a  trout  in  a  clear 
stream;  and  so  is  my  comrade  Stuart  (a  very 
amiable  lad),  and  all  my  servants,  and  Janissaries, 
and  Bulgarians,  all  trouts,  every  mother's  son  of 
them! 

aA2 
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**  Bat  88  to  the  TnikiBh  plempotentuiies,  their 
liveliiiesg  is  that  of  an  oyster,  wfaoae  progreBHYe 
pace  is  certain,  though  hardly  dueendble^ 

*^  Ismet  Bey,  Mollah  de  la  Mecqne,  my  acamd 
Ottoman  colleague,  is  reckoned  a  bit  of  a  wag,  and 
indeed  he  speaks  his  mother  tongae  with  great 
Foliibility ;  decorating  every  |dirase  with  tlie  ac- 
companiment of  a  whiff  of  tobacco ;  but  I  think  it 
savours  a  little  of  his  theological  education,  and  I 
soon  €moked  him  to  be  one  of  the  Ultma,  or  doctors 
of  the  college  of  civil  law.  The  Beis  Effendi,  Ab- 
dallah,  is  an  honest  quiet  gentleman,  who  knows 
more  than  he  chooses  to  tell ;  because  (between  you 
and  me)  he  stands  a  little  in  awe  of  his  inferior, 
that  same  Mollah  de  la  Mecque,  who  is  shrewdly 
suspected  of  being  a  favourite  behind  the  curtain. 
As  to  ^Durri  Renave  Ewel^  my  third  comrade, 
he  is  reckoned  monstrously  deep,  and  I  daresay 
he  is  ;  for  since  we  have  drawn  him  at  the  Con- 
gress, we  have  got  but  one  little  bucket  of  elo- 
quence up  —  but  it  was  strong,  clear,  and  tasty. 
Judge,  my  dear  Anne.  ^  Reztib  ddo  guralnUy^ 
*  lay  a  little  wood  on  the  fire '  —  which  my  diplo- 
matic sagacity  interpreted  to  signify,  *  Speak  up  to 
him,'  —  *  Give  him  the  argument  piping  hot,  but 
do  it  courteously.' 

^^  What  a  charm  it  is  for  you,  my  dear  sisters, 
to  have  a  brother,  sitting  on  a  Bulgarian  hill,  and 
crosH-legged  on  a  gold  cushion,  to  investigate  in 
thlH  sapient  manner  th  t  deepest  arcaTia  of  state ; 
in  the  very  bosom  of  Mussulman  faith,  and  Saracen 
profundity  I    I  could  pass  my  life  in  this  collo- 
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quial  gaiety^  and  interchange  of  illamination,  if 
it  were  not  that  my  dwelling  is  too  narrow  for  my 
fat  carcase;  and  that  our  Excellencies  are  fre- 
quently in  want  of  white  bread,  and  carrots,  and 
turnips,  which  I  love  exceedingly.  We  bring  the 
bread  from  Wallachia,  and  the  garden  stuflf  from 
Transylvania,  an  hund/red  leagues  off,  which  is 
rather  troublesome. 

*^  But  I  have  not  told  you,  my  dear  Anne,  why 
I  write  you  this  hasty  scrawl  one  post  sooner  than 
I  intended.  Why,  because  I  have  the  mortifica- 
tion of  knowing  that  one  of  my  best  lucubrations 
written  to  the  sisterhood  from  Czemetz  in  Wal- 
lachia, on  the  2nd  of  December,  has  been  em- 
ployed to  light  some  Austrian  corporal's  pipe  — 
as  it  never  reached  Stratton  at  Vienna.  My  second 
motive  arises  from  your  epistle  to  Stratton  having 
been  sent  to  Toe  here,  by  mistake,  and  my  having 
taken  the  liberty  to  peruse  it.  Now,  as  you  seem 
to  give  me  little  credit  for  punctuality  (though  I 
have  written  you  six  letters  since  the  16th  of 
November),  I  am  happy  to  answer  that  epistle  in 
Stratton's  place,  till  I  send  it  back  to  him ;  when 
your  correspondence  may  be  pursued  with  vigour. 

"  You  would  scold  me  if  I  wrote  from  Turkey 
without  giving  you  the  sequel  of  my  observations 
upon  the  Turkish  women.  I  have  now  seen  some 
of  these  dear  creatures  every  day  for  these  three 
weeks,  and  as  they  are  all  similarly  clothed  in 
long  black  gowns,  and  all  veiled  in  an  imiform 
manner,  I  have  attained  to  great  perfection  in 
judging  of  their  beauty;  by  thq  same  exact  rule 
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that  a  Scotch  servant  lass  judges  of  the  value  of  a 
Sdck  of  coals  —  viz. :  whether  it  be  crammed5  or 
*maggitJ  *  They  have  yellow  boots  on;  that  I 
have  discovered  by  one  of  those  Incognitas  falling 
into  the  kennel  t'other  day,  very  obligingly,  and 
by  the  contraction  (involuntary  of  course)  of  her 
right  heel,  she  did  me  the  favour  of  showing  me 
one  inch  of  a  yellow  boot  If  I  could  have  seen 
her  face,  through  veil  and  mud,  I  am  sure  it  was 
crimsoned  with  blushes.  I  turned  aside  with  a 
modest  urbanity;  and  I  have  the  comfort  of 
thinking  that  neither  my  Mehmandar,  nor  Janis- 
saries, nor  that  Christian  infidel  Stuart  (who  sur- 
rounded me),  saw  the  shame  of  that  sweet  Maho- 
metan —  coaJr^ack  I 

"  But  I  must  have  done,  and  hasten  to  debate  a 
point  of  geography ;  to  ascertain,  with  my  chum 
the  Mollah,  the  limits  of  certain  provinces  of  the 
Ottoman  empire.  He  is  a  bright  luminary  in 
geography,  for  he  asked  me  t'other  day  (this 
literally  true),  and  in  presence  of  all  his  colleagues 
—  *If  Spain  is  not  in  Africa  ? ' 

" '  Binko-puz-myzamdra : '  love  to  all  cronies ; 
and  cordial  affection  to  the  sisterhood.  Heaven 
guard  you  all.  My  next  shall  be  in  modem  Grreek, 
which  I  begin  to  chatter  very  prettily. 

*  A  cant  Edinburgh  expression,  for  one  that  had  been  pil- 
fered from  in  the  carriage. 


THE  BOMAKCE  OF  DIPLOKACT.  359 


SIB  lU  H.  KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEB. 

"Sistovo,  Jan,  I7th,  1790. 

*^  I  have  now  passed  a  month  at  Sistovo,  my  dear 
Anne,  in  most  perfect  health,  and  so  has  every 
Christian  belonging  to  the  four  missions.  This 
will  prove  to  you,  my  dear  sisters,  what  a  health- 
ful climate  this  is.  The  situation  is  as  fine  as  can 
be  imagined,  and  the  town  (scattered  on  the  side 
of  three  or  four  small  hills,  and  overlooking  the 
noble  Danube)  would  make  one  of  the  finest 
pictures  possible.  But,  alas !  I  can  find  no  painter 
capable  of  drawing  such  a  landscape*,  though  I 
have  ransacked  all  Bucharest  for  such  an  one. 
My  confectioner  has  made  a  faithful  though  coarse 
drawing  of  my  dwelling-house,  and  all  its  adjacent 
hovels.  He  shall  do  the  same  of  the  ministers' 
houses,  and  the  sight  of  them,  and  their  descrip- 
tion, will  amuse  us  all  in  a  winter's  evening.f 

"The  four,  missions  of  Christians  live  very 
amicably  and  hospitably  together.  I  beat  them  all 
hollow  in  point  of  table,  wines,  and  confectionary. 
I  have  twice  as  many  servants  as  any  other 
minister,  and  my  people  are  active  and  clever  in 
their  professions.  We  have  no  intercourse  with 
our  Mussulman  colleagues  but  at  the  conferences, 
when  they  always  treat  us  with  coffee,  sweet- 

*  One  was  ultimately  found,  for  a  picture  ftdly  answering  the 
above  description  is  preserved  in  Sir  B.  M.  Keith's  family, 
t  These  sketches  are  likewise  extant 
▲  ▲  4 
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meats,  &c.  They  lead  a  sad  dull  life  among  them- 
selves. 

^As  to  the  mhabitants  of  Sistoro,  we  meet 
them  in  the  street^  and  see  them  sitting  at  their 
shops  ;  they  take  no  more  notice  of  ns  than  of  so 
many  stones.  They  sometimes  mutter  between 
their  teeth  Giaour  (which  signifies  dog),  but  none 
of  them  dares  to  be  any  way  rude.  The  Greeks 
bow  respectfully  to  us,  and  put  their  hands  to 
their  hearts ;  but  all  in  private,  and  silently,  for 
fear  of  their  Turkish  tyrants.  The  Prussian 
minister  was  coming  to  my  house  yesterday  with 
all  his  guards  and  servants.  A  little  Turkish  girl, 
of  eight  or  nine  years  old,  stepped  firom  her  mo- 
ther's side  to  have  the  pleasure  of  calling  his 
excellency  Giaour  to  his  face,  and  aloud.  The 
Janissaries  reproved  Miss  for  her  indiscreet  zeal ; 
the  minister  only  laughed,  as  you  may  believe.  I 
mention  this  to  show  what  blind  prejudice  in  re- 
ligion will  do.  The  Turks  (who  are  beaten  every- 
where) literally  believe  themselves  to  be  of  a  class 
of  beings  infinitely  superior  to  Christians  1 

*^  I  told  you  in  my  last,  my  dear  Anne,  about 
the  Turkish  women.  I  have  not  a  word  to  add ; 
for  more  than  one  fist  of  female  flesh  belonging 
to  Mahomet,  saw  I  never.  My  chum  Stu^  met 
two  ladies  with  their  attendants  t'other  day ;  their 
ladyships  were  up  to  the  chin  in  yellow  bags,  in- 
stead of  black,  that  was  all  the.diflference  1 

"  We  have  a  Pasha  of  two  tails  here  for  the 
police  of  the  town  j  he  is  an  Albanian,  a  stout- 
looking  determined  blade.    He  does  his  business 
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well;  we  hear  of  no  quarrels.  The  Austrian:  pri- 
soners ar6  now  returning  home ;  eighteen  officers^ 
and  between  six  and  seven  hundred  men  are  the 
whole;  Thej  are  exchanged  at  Euschuk,  about 
thirty  English  miles  from  hence. 

*^You  now  expect,  my  dear  sisters,  that  I 
should  give  you  some  notion  of  the  progress  of 
our  business.  It  has  been  at  a  stand  these  eight 
days;  the  Turks  waiting  for  fresh  orders  from 
Constantinople.  They  all  know  that  they  have 
but  one  plain  path  to  pursue ;  yet  it  is  hard  work 
with  these  obstinate  people  to  make  them  take 
the  first  essential  step  in  it,  though  manifestly  for 
their  omn  good.  They  are  now  in  labour  of  one 
aenaHle  proposition ;  we  mediators  are  good  mid- 
wives  ;  we  will  bring  it  safe  into  the  world  in  a 
few  days,  and  then  all  the  rest  will  be  smooth  turf 
to  our  journey's  end.  I  hope  to  send  my  defi- 
nitive messenger  to  England  before  Sunday  next; 
and  at  his  return  I  shall  be  relieved  from  this 
singular  exile.  The  Turks  (according  to  custom) 
make  a  handsome  allowance  to  every  minister 
who  negotiates  in  their  country.  This  will  do 
more  than  defray  my  expenses  here,  but  I  have 
not  the  smallest  desire  to  prolong  the  enjoyment 
of  their  subsidy ;  and  I  promise  you  I  shall  run 
away  from  it,  the  instant  I  can  do  so  with  pro- 
priety. I  hope,  my  dear  sisters,  to  make  this 
singular  and  outlandish  job  of  work  a  very  satis- 
factory one  to  all  parties.  I  will  maintain  my 
just  claim  to  the  hearty  approbation  of  all  my 
superiors,  and  from  that  only  do  I  look  for  a  re- 
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ward.  I>iaaioiidlxRieB,aiidTiiiidA]MaitieB]ifl«e 
lev  hold  on  me  than  perfaaps  <mi  anj  other  man; 
mj  nofuv  and  kertdUary  pofferty  b  mj  jm(i& 
Hair  I  flfaall  refoiee  when  I  get  hack  again  to  old 
Vienna! 

^  Oar  Ofi/y  lad j^  Madame  Heriiert,  is  gone  to 
Bocfaaiert  for  a  few  weda  Id  see  her  diildien.  A 
and  I08B  to  OS ;  not  that  she  is  superabundantly 
attractiTey  but  that  we  now  liTe  and  dine  together 
like  monks  in  a  refect(»T.  A  female  cheek  is  a 
thing  we  diall  not  see  till  Madame  Hertiert  le- 
tarns  to  as.  All  my  Vienna  friends^  joong  and 
ddy  are  well,  and  bid  as  hasten  badL  to  them. 
Loid  Elgin  is  madi  liked;  I  hear  his  manners 
and  talents  much  commended.  Arbathnot  wrote 
to  me  that  he  would  be  in  Paris  in  Felniiary. 

^  My  Bulgarian  newsmongers  predict  sad 
rmschief  in  France  in  a  little  time.  That  naticm 
must  pass  dirough  the  fiebt  fubxacx  to  be  puri- 
fied back  to  its  original  standard.  Adieu^  my 
trusty  friend, 

^  Yours  in  every  sense;, 

•'R.M.K.'' 


LOBD  ArCKLAim  *  TO  SIB    B.  II.  EEIXE. 

**Mt  Deab  Sib, 

^  I  have  received  yours  fi^m  Temeswaer, 
giving  an  account  of  what  passed  between  you 

*  Hif  Kigestys  Flen^otentuuy  at  the  Haguei  tfaroog^  idum 
th0  dwT>itfflM^  paiocd- 
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and  Monsieur  Herbert;  and  the  ministers  in 
England  will  draw  auspicious  conclusions  from  it 
as  to  your  approaching  negotiation  at  Sistovo.  I 
have  not  yet  seen  any  communication  of  the  trea- 
ties which  we  are  expected  to  guarantee,  either  to 
England  or  to  this  Bepublic.  That  point,  and 
the  questions  dependent  on  it,  may  occasion  some 
little  delay ;  but  I  am  sure  that  you  may  rely  on 
the  despatch  of  the  king's  ministers  *,  and  that 
not  an  hour  will  be  lost  on  their  part  towards 
enabling  you  to  bring  your  important  imder- 
taking  to  the  most  immediate  conclusion.  They 
cannot  wish  to  bury  your  talents  in  Sistovo,  one 
hour  longer  than  is  necessary.  And  yet  I  think 
I  see,  through  the  cloud  of  impending  circum- 
stances, some  matters  which  may  protract  the 
negotiation  longer  than  will  be  quite  agreeable  to 
you. 

^'  Is  it  impossible  to  take  some  precaution  for 
the  security  of  the  province  of  Wallachia,  upon 
its  being  evacuated  by  the  Austrian  troops,  in  the 
event  of  the  Bussian  war  continuing?  Every 
possible  exertion  is  using  to  bring  that  war  also 
to  a  conclusion,  upon  the  principle  of  the  strict 
status  quo. 

"  This  same  Eussian  story  is  the  only  one  which 
now  materially  occupies  us ;  because  the  business 
of  Sistovo  being  in  such  good  hands  for  all 
parties,  is  considered  as  settled.    Great  activity 


^  In  whose  confidence,  the  writer  then  stood  uncommonly 
high. 
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is  ezdthigy  and  will  be  excited,  ss  to  the  oth^r ; 
and  the  jnstioe  of  our  object,  as  well  as  its  wis- 
dom is  such,  that  I  have  great  hopes  as  to  the 
final  result. 

^  Other  powers  are  also  disposed  to  support  the 
disinterested  principle  on  which  we  act;  and  I 
am  not  without  hopes  that  the  Emptor  will  £eel 
that  this  is  an  occasion  on  whidi  he  may  fix  and 
rivet  the  honourable  friendship  of  England,  and 
also  the  establishment  of  a  long,  complete  and 
general  pacification. 

^It  is  with  great  concern  for  yonr  personal 
comforts  that  I  address  this  to  yon  at  Sistovo, 
where  I  suspect  your  accommodatians  are  not 
much  better  than  those  of  a  viUage  in  the  in- 
terior of  Africa.  But,  with  all  possible  good 
wishes  for  your  speedy  deliverance  from  a  cam- 
paign (the  desagr&mens  of  which,  however,  wiU 
be  compensated  by  its  laurels)  I  must  here  con- 
clude ;  and  you  will  forgive  my  writing  so  ille- 
gibly when  I  add,  that  I  have  only  had  four 
couriers  fit)m  England  in  the  last  twenty-four 
hours! 

"  Believe  me  ever,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Most  sincerely  and  faithfully  yours, 

"  Auckland." 
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SIB  B.  M.  KEITH  TO  HIS  SI8TEB. 

**  Sistovo,  January  24f^  1790. 

"  I  am  sending  a  messenger  to  England,  my  dear 
Anne,  and  though  I  have  professional  scribbling 
on  my  hands  more  than  I  can  set  my  face  to  —  he 
shall  carry  the  sisterhood  a  few  <M)rdial  lines,  with 
the  assurances  of  my  perfect  health,  and  great 
anxiety  to  hasten  the  conclusion  of  this  tiresome 
business.  If  Mahomet  has  commanded  his 
sectaries  to  be  more  obstinate  than  mulesy  he  is 
obeyed  to  the  letter  of  his  law !  These  bearded 
negotiators  have  been  quibbling  for  these  five 
weeks,  like  Old  Bailey  solicitors.  They  have  a 
zigzag,  kind  of  logic,  which  it 'plagues  common 
sense  to  be  obliged  to  sweep  away  from  all  its 
creeks  and  corners  ;  but  I  think  we  have  got  their 
worships  now  so  completely  at  a  non-plus,  that  in 
the  conference  to  which  I  am  just  now  going, 
they  must  condescend  (like  coy  damsels)  to  accept 
of  a  thousand  advantages  which  we  have  been 
thrusting  into  their  bosoms  ever  since  we  came  to 
Sistovo. 

"  There  is  a  fatality  attends  this  un-Christian 
congress  1  Every  wheel  of  it  stops  by  turns.  The 
Eeis  Efiendi  has  sent  to  tell  us  that  an  indisposi' 
Hon  prevents  him  from  meeting  us  in  Congress 
until  Wednesday.  I  know  he  has  had  a  cold,  but 
this  has  much  the  air  of  a  sham  paroxysm.  I  am 
certain  they  received  this  morning  fresh  orders 
by  a  Tartar  courier  from  Constantinople.     I  trust 
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that  they  are  now  studying  a  more  rationed  part 
they  have  to  act ;  but  with  these  deep  n^otiators 
reason  is  as  yet  hors  de  combat.  Well  I  if  that  be 
their  motive  for  procrastination,  I  will  forgive  them 
for  this  last  time.  I  must  delay  my  messenger  till 
Friday,  but  not  longer.  Adieu  then  for  a  day  or 
two,  my  dear  Anne.  This  letter  shaU  go  with  the 
messenger ;  it  will  travel  both  more  surely  and 
expeditiously.  I  embrace  the  sisterhood  and  aunt 
Bab  most  kindly.** 

"January  2%, 

**  The  Turks  swallowed  yesterday  {par  miracle) 
a  large  bolus  of  common  sense  and  prudence, 
which  we  mediators  prescribed  to  them;  nay, 
even  in  a  manner  thrust  down  their  throats.  They 
made  horrid  wry  faces,  but  no  matter ;  it  will  do 
them  and  theirs  a  world  of  good.  My  messenger 
will  gallop  away  to-morrow  morning,  and  on  his 
return  I  trust  that  I  shall  be  soon  un-Mussulman- 
ised,  and  sent  back  to  fatten  amongst  the  honest 
Germans.  I  have  not,  my  dear  Anne,  a  finger  to 
write  with ;  they  are  all  worn  down  to  the  size  of 
thumbs  by  incessant  scribbling.  But  I  am  well, 
hearty,  and  heartily  tired  of  Turkish  coflTee,  Turkish 
conversation,  tobacco,  rose  water,  and  frankincense. 
Nota  BenCy  I  am,  by  conviction,  a  better  Christian 
than  ever.     God  bless  you  all. 

"  E.  M.  K.** 


> 
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[By  the  same  messenger  Lauzun, — Separate  and  confidenUat,"] 
**  Sistovo,  January  2Sth,  1791. 

"My  Lobd, 

"  In  several  long  and  very  interesting  con- 
versations I  have  had  with  Marquis  Lucchesini, 
in  the  last  four  days,  there  have  occurred  many 
particulars  not  unworthy  of  your  Grrace's  notice, 
and  I  think  it  proper  to  make  these  the  subject 
of  a  separate  letter. 

**  Having  said  so  much  of  the  wide  scope  of  this 
gentleman's  present  and  future  projects,  it  maybe 
expected  that  I  should  give  an  opinion  of  his 
talents  for  the  execution  of  them.  I  profess  that 
I  think  his  abilities  great,  and  know  that  his 
application  is  intense  and  unwearied.  Perhaps 
he  undertakes  too  Tn/uchy  and  is  often  forced  to 
proceed  too  rapidly.  He  has  not,  during  a  long 
residence  in  Germany,  been  able  to  divest  himself 
entirely  of  that  species  of  subtlety  which  is  as- 
cribed to  his  Italian  countrymen,  but  which  I 
look  upon  as  a  drawback  on  his  parts. 

**  His  greatest  foible  would  be  (if  not  carefully 
checked)  a  heat  of  temi)er,  with  a  propensity  to 
assume  an  overbearing  tone;  yet  he  has  in 
general  discernment  enough  to  adapt  his  tone 
pretty  nearly  to  the  character  of  the  person  whom 
he  addresses.  His  influence  with  the  Turks  would 
be  greater,  if  his  extreme  caution  not  to  hurt  the 
feelings  of  his  master's  allies  did  not  deprive  the 
good  advice  he  gives  them  of  that  energy  which 
would  enforce    conviction.     But  his  intentions 
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appear  to  me  to  be  good ;  and  I  can  perceive  that 
he  has  ambition  enough  to  look  very  high; 
though  he  still  protests  to  me,  that  no  temptation 
shall  lead  him  to  accept  a  place  in  the  ministry  at 
Berlin.  He  has  a  private  cypher  with  the  king, 
which  he  often  uses,  and  I  believe  with  some 
fireedom.    •••.•• 

"I  should  not  have  troubled  your  Grace  with 
these  details,  had  they  not  related  to  a  Court  with 
which  his  Majesty  stands  in  the  most  intimate 
connection,  and  to  a  person  who  may  one  day  act 
a  conspicuous  part  there. 

"  I  must  say  a  few  words  in  respect  to  my  col- 
league, Baron  Herbert.  He  is  a  little  man,  and 
has  been  employing  little  underhand  means  to 
ingratiate  himself  with  the  Turks,  by  insinuating 
that  A^  never  wishes  to  hurry  them  in  the  nego- 
tiation, and  that,  perhaps,  they  have  found  the 
mediators  more  hard  to  deal  with  than  himself, 
though  their  adverse  party.  The  Baron  shall  not 
go  without  a  salutary  lesson,  if  he  continues  to 
pursue  crooked  paths. 

"  I  imagine  that  I  have  the  reputation  of  being 
the  warm  instigator  to  eocpedition.  But  this  is  a 
matter  of  indifference  to  me,  as  I  curry  favour 
with  neither  party,  but  endeavour  to  fulfil  my 
instructions  with  temper,  as  well  as  impartiality ; 
and  cannot  awaken  in  my  own  breast  the  smallest 
qpark  of  affection  for  the  Turkish  piastres.  I 
that  the  approbation  of  my  sovereign,  and 
of  his  confidential  servants,  will  crown  my 
1^  and  prove  the  best  reward   for  the 
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singular  inconveniences  and  fatigues  of  a  winter 
campaign  in  politics,  in  this  inhospitable  country 
of  Bulgaria,  where  probably  a  meeting  of  nego- 
tiators was  never  assembled  before,  nor  will  be 
hereafter. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

*^P.S.  This  letter  being  written  before  the  con- 
ference of  to-day,  it  is  therefore  a  justice  I  owe  to 
Marquis  Lucchesini,  to  assure  your  Grace  that  his 
conduct  and  language,  when  it  became  necessary 
to  oblige  the  Turks  (for  their  own  sake)  to  adopt 
the  8tcdu8  quoy  were  as  open  and  forcible  as  we 
could  possibly  wish." 

[Hitherto,  and  while  yet,  alasl  upon  little 
more  than  the  threshold  of  eight  month's  haras- 
sing litigation,  now  on  one  side,  and  now  on  the 
other  —  the  dispatches  have  been  given  at  some 
length,  and  with  only  imimportant  omissions ;  as 
curious  specimens,  not  often  presented  to  the 
public,  of  an  Ottoman  diplomacy,  which  even  in 
Turkey  must  soon  become  obsolete.  Hencefor- 
ward, while  that  sense  of  justice  towards  himself, 
so  amiably  displayed  in  Sir  R.  M.  Keith's  post- 
script towards  another,  must  dictate  such  an 
enumeration  of  endless  chicane  and  subterfuges, 
as  almost  to  earn  for  the  mediators  the  honours  of 
martyrdom  —  compassion  for  the  feelings,  as  well 
as  patience  of  the  reader,  must  restrict  the  details 
to  such  as  are  inevitable  for  the  elucidation  of  the 
negotiation  itself,  or  the  characters  of  the  con- 

VOL.  n.  •      BB 
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tracting  parties.  And  if  in  the  early  stages  of  the 
former,  Turkish  prejudice  and  obstiniEkcy  have  been 
found  to  retard  the  prepress  of  the  mediators,  it 
is  to  be  feared  (for  the  honour  of  Christendom  and 
civilisation)  that  the  impediments  cast  in  the  ¥ray 
of  its  successful  termination,  by  the  duplicity  and 
tergiversation  of  the  Austrian  cabinet^  far  exceeded 
in  number,  as  weU  as  in  well-nigh  ^iJbal  influence 
on  the  ultimate  issue  of  the  n^otiation,  those  of 
the  timid  slaves  of  Ottoman  despotism.  Nay  it  is 
difficult  to  rise  from  the  painful  perusal  of  "  every 
step  of  this,"  as  Sir  B.  M.  Keith  in  a  familiar 
letter  justly  styles  it,  **  xmchristian  Congress," 
without  insensibly  adopting  the  side  even  of 
Turkish  wrongheadedness,  when  evidently  over- 
borne by  Austrian  subterfuge  and  want  of  faith. 
The  two  can  never,  perhaps,  be  more  forcibly 
placed  in  juxta-position  than  in  the  following 
extracts. —  En.] 


Sm  R.  M.  KEITH  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  LEEDS. 

"  Sistow,  Feb,  1st,  1791. 

"  My  Lobd, 

"  Having  despatched  a  letter  to  England 
in  the  night  of  the  18th  of  January,  with  the  ac- 
count of  the  reciprocal  and  unreserved  adoption 
by  both  contracting  parties  of  the  Eeichenbach 
Convention,  I  had  only  to  report  to  your  Grace, 
by  this  post,  what  passed  yesterday  in  the  seventh 
conference,  where  a  progress  was  made  by  each 
of  the  parties  presenting  a  separate  draught  of 
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such  a  preliminary  act  as  they  wished  to  have 
deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  meditating  minis- 
ters." 

[In  this  conference,  the  predominance  of  the 
chicane  alluded  to,  manifested  itself  in  the  cavil 
of  the  Austrian  minister,  at  the  absence  of  a  dis- 
tinct specification  by  name  of  all  the  previous 
treaties  in  existence  with  the  Porte;  while  the 
Turks  (for  the  first  time  on  tenable  ground)  very 
naturally  insisted  that  the  phrase  "  all  Treaties, 
FirmanSy  cfec,"  suflficiently  included  the  desired 
specification.  This  view  was  taken,  but  ineffec- 
tually, by  all  the  meditators.  The  conference 
being  adjourned  in  consequence,  Turkish  absurdity 
regained  the  ascendant  as  follows. — Ed.] 

"  Since  writing  the  above,  the  Ottoman  minis- 
ters have  this  moment  acquainted  me  that  Wed- 
nesday {the  last  Wednesday  of  the  moon)  is  a 
fatal  day,  and  that  no  good  Mussulman  can 
think  of  putting  his  signature  to  an  act  of  moment 
on  such  a  day.  To  corroborate  this  forcible  argur 
ment,  the  Mollah  de  la  Mecque  (the  Machiavel  of 
the  mission)  has  done  me  the  honour  to  quote  to 
me  an  example,  which  he  is  sure  must  carry  con- 
viction; that  the  unfortunate  Grand  Vizier,  Hamid 
Halil,  was  prevailed  on  to  accept  of  the  Viziriat 
on  an  ominous  Wednesday,  and  had  his  head  (as 
might  have  been  foreseen)  cut  off,  on  just  such 
another.  To  such  cogent  reasoning  your  Grace 
will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  me  incapable  of 
turning  a  deaf  ear,  and  the  conference  was  post- 
poned till  Thursday  next." 

B  B  2 
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[In  the  conference  thus  adjonmed,  it  was  the 
turn  of  the  Prussian  minister  to  throw  down  the 
apple  of  discord  by  reading  a  written  paper, 
formally  objecting  to  the  terms  of  the  Austrian 
plenipotentiary's  draft  of  the  preliminaries;  a  step 
which  well  nigh  menaced  a  premature  suspension 
of  the  Congress. — En.] 

'^The  Imperial  minister  seemed  a  good  deal 
ruffled  by  the  contents  of  this  paper,  and  the 
arguments  which  accompanied  it.  He  perused 
the  declaration,  and  then  entered  into  a  long 
and  tart  reply.  Baron  Herbert  was  so  far  off  his 
guard  as  to  say  that  a  determined  rejection  on 
the  part  of  the  Prussian  minister  of  his  own  de- 
claration would  suspend  the  Congress.  He  desired 
Monsieur  Lucchesini  to  put  on  paper  what  he  had 
before  said  in  contradiction  to  it.  The  Prussian 
minister  professed  his  readiness  to  do  so,  but 
stipulated  for  having  the  demand  also  made  in 
writing. 

**  Baron  Herbert,  ever  ready  to  indulge  his  (7a- 
coethes  scribendiy  employed  a  considerable  time  in 
putting  to  paper  his  ill-digested  thoughts,  and 
delivered  them  (in  the  inclosed  form  C.)  to  the 
Prussian  minister.  Marquis  Lucchesini  withdrew 
into  a  separate  room  to  prepare  his  rejoinder ;  and 
the  Ottoman  ministers  (who  had  taken  little  share 
in  the  debate)  retired  to  their  own  chamber  to  say 
their  prayers. 

**  There  appearing,  on  the  presumption  of  the 
conference,  great  danger  of  our  seeing  the  prolong- 
ation of  a  very  tedious,  unnecessary,  and  unsuit- 
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able  war  of  the  pen,  I  seized  the  first  pause  of 
litigation  to  strive  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

"I  had  observed,  from  the  beginning  of  this 
dispute,  that  Baron  Herbert's  strenuous  en- 
deavours to  lessen  the  weight  of  the  Eeichenbach 
Convention  and  his  present  preposterous  attempt 
to  establish  a  second  and  separate  basis  for  the 
treaty  of  Sistovo,  had  furnished  just  cause  for  the 
resistance  of  the  Prussian  minister,  and  for  that 
misunderstanding  which  was  likely  to  be  drawn  to 
great  length. 

"I  therefore  addressed  myself  aloud  to  the 
Imperial  minister,  saying  that  as  in  his  first  reply 
to  the  Russian  minister,  he  had  manifested  an 
intention  of  calling  upon  the  meditators  of  the 
maritime  powers  to  explain  their  sentiments  upon 
the  matter  in  question,  I  would  (to  get  rid  of  this 
tiresome  paper  war)  deliver  aloud  our  sentiments 
in  regard  to  the  long  contested  point  of  two  se- 
parate bases.  That  I  would  submit  them  to  the 
whole  assembly,  as  comprised  in  two  short  phrases^ 
which  I  would  afterwards  cause  to  be  inserted  in 
the  protocol  of  the  Congress. 

**  The  following  are  the  precise  words  I  used,  in 
the  French  language,  *Deux  bases  separSes  ne 
peuvent  exister,  puis  qu'il  y  en  a  une  d^Stahlie 
par  la  Convention  de  Eeichenbach,  dont  nos 
maitres  sont  garants.  II  y  a  deux  actes,  la  Con- 
vention de  Eeichenbach,  et  la  paix  de  Sistovo ; 
mais  il  ne  saurait  y  avoir  qu^une  base,  et  cette 
unique  base  est  la  Convention  de  Eeichenbach.* 

*^  It  was  a  matter  of  infinite  satisfaction  to  me 
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to  find,  that  it  prodnced  a  veTv  sadden  and  salutaiy 
effect,  far  beyond  my  expectation.  All  parties 
were  satisfied. 

**  Baron  Herbert,  after  a  few  words  of  explana- 
tion, only  employed  as  a  saving  transition  from 
downright  obstinacy  to  perfect  compliance,  made 
an  offer  (in  which  I  warmly  encouraged  him)  to 
submit  the  whole  to  the  judgment  of  the  mediat- 
ing ministers;  requesting  them  to  draw  up  such  a 
preliminary  act  as  they  should  judge  most  likely 
to  be  satisfactory  on  all  sides. 

**  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  Baron  Her- 
bert in  his  usual  style  of  dealing  (he  was  bred  a 
Jesuit)  proposed  in  the  hearipg  of  Marquis  Luc- 
chesini,  that  I  should  take  on  myself  alone,  the 
construction  of  the  above-mentioned  formulary. 
Your  Grace  will  easily  conceive  that  I  rejected,  in 
the  most  express  terms,  this  artful  and  adulatory 
insinuation. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"RM.K'' 


SIB  R.  M.   KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEE. 

"Siatovo,  February  Uth,  1791. 

"  I  received  your  New  Year's  letter,  my  dear 
Anne,  a  few  days  ago,  and  am  in  hourly  expecta- 
tion of  one  from  Edinburgh.  You  ha^ve  a  world 
of  Auld  Reekie  news  to  send  me,  and  I  am 
famished  for  want  of  British  "  clishrma-daver.''  * 

*  Anfflici,  gossip. 
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My  cronies  here  in  Turkey  are  duller  than  mill- 
horaeSy  and  I  am  forced  to  say  that  their  stubborn- 
ness exceeds  that  of  the  Mahomet's  mule.  How- 
ever, we  had  got  them  to  strike  a  gentle  trot  in  the 
way  to  termination,  when  the  Emperor's  Plenipo 
thought  proper  to  make  us  halt^  by  raising  a 
Jesuitical  stumbling-block^  (the  gentleman  had 
the  honour  to  be  bred  a  Jesuit)  which  we  have  not 
been  able  to  remove,  without  an  appeal  to  Vienna. 
This  delay,  however,  will  break  no  squares,  for  we 
are  well  assured  of  the  Emperor's  condid  and 
liberal  sentiments,  and  have  no  doubts  of  his  set- 
ting all  to  righta  again,  long  before  my  mes- 
senger (who  carried  my  last  letter  to  you)  can 
come  back  from  England-  I  hope,  my  dear  Anne, 
that  about  the  middle  of  March  I  shall  be  in  pos- 
session of  all  my  orders,  and  that  in  the  end  of 
that  month  I  may  put  my  seal  to  the  parchment. 
**  As  to  state  news— I  whisper  in  your  ear  we  are 
going  to  discard  a  Grrand  Vizier,  Euschuk  Eflfendi 
(a  silly  fellow)  and  I  believe  we  shall  put  Mehe- 
met  Ali,  lately  from  the  Dardanelles,  in  his  place. 
See  what  a  State-intriguer  your  brother  is !  But 
not  a  word  of  this  to  the  vulgar! 

'' February  UtK 

"  I  am  sorry,  my  dear  Anne,  to  be  obliged  to 
end  my  nonsensical  epistle  by  the  details  of  a 
Turkish  tragedy.  The  Grrand  Vizier  was  deposed 
four  days  ago,  which  he  deserved;  but  they  let 
the  poor  man  go  to  bed  in  the  belief  that  he  had 
nothing  to  fear  but  being  eocHed.    They  broke 
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into  his  room  at  midnight,  and  cat  off  his  head ; 
what  a  pleasure  it  is  to  live  under  such  a  govern- 
ment! 

"Jusuf  Pasha  (a  clever  active  officer,  who  was 
Grand  Vizier  at  the  beginning  of  the  war)  is  again 
the  chief  minister  and  general.  I  hope  he  will 
both  move  his  stumps  and  keep  his  head  on  his 
shoulders.  Adieu,  my  dear  sisters ;  I  am  perfectly 
well,  but  dog-tired  of  Bulgaria.  In  six  weeks  I 
hope  to  be  released.  Love  to  friends  and  cronies. 
God  bless  you  all  I 

«E.M.  K." 


SIR  B.   M.   £EITH  TO  HXS   SISTEB. 

"  Sistovo,  March  2nd,  1791. 

"  I  have  been  for  this  fortnight  past,  my  dear 
sister,  as  dull  as  a  moulting  parrot,  who  cannot 
even  make  a  Tioise  in  his  cage.  A  paroxysm  of 
teazing  litigation  between  two  of  my  colleagues, 
produced,  about  the  middle  of  last  month,  a  direct 
opposition  of  opinion,  which  proved  a  sandbank,  on 
which  our  political  bark  stuck  fast;  but  without 
any  danger  of  shipwreck.  Couriers  have  been 
sent  to  the  master  pilots  at  Berlin  and  Vienna. 
Their  directions  are  now  expected  every  hour,  and 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  vessel  will  soon  be  set 
afloat,  and  with  a  fair  prospect  of  ending  her 
voyage  happily.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  led 
an  insipid  life ;  such  a  life  as  would  have  tired  an 
oyster.  But  what  with  five  German  romances, 
three  political  folios,  and  half  a  dozen  French 
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firebrand  pamphlets,  and  a  couple  of  new  alma- 
nacks, I  have  crept  on  through  my  vegetable  ex- 
istence, and  enriched  my  mind  with  some  queer 
knowledge,  and  a  supplement  to  my  favourite 
store  of  nonsense  1  If  I  were  to  tell  my  Mussul- 
man messmates  what  a  delight  I  take  in  nonsense, 
every  hair  of  their  head  would  wag  contempt  at 
me.  But  the  truth  is,  that  these  Plenipos  are  so 
very  wise,  so  mortally  sententious,  and  so  devoid 
of  imagination,  that  a  facetious  cobbler  is  worth  a 
score  of  them. 

"My  Christian  colleagues  are  not  remarkable 
for  pleasantry;  yet  I  have  heard  them  laugh 
outright  (contrary  to  the  advice  of  Lord  Chester- 
field), and  they  have  all  genius  enough  to  enter 
into  the  spirit  of  Burke's  book,  which  I  have  lent 
to  them,  and  as  they  read  English,  it  has  proved 
a  real  feast  to  each  of  them  in  his  turn.  The 
French  nation  is  going  on  to  enhance  the  value  of 
that  book,  by  plunging  deeper  and  deeper  into 
the  slough  of  anarchy.  I  was  sorry  to  learn  by  a 
late  letter  firom  Arbuthnot,  that  the  democratic 
madness  is  daily  gaining  ground  at  Greneva,  and 
at  Lausanne. 

**  But  softly,  my  dear  Anne  1  here  am  I  here 
wasting  my  paper  upon  Christian  follies,  when  I 
have  a  score  of  Turkish  "UTicos"*  to  relate. 
You  remember  in  my  last  that  we  had  just  de- 
posed a  Grand  Vizier,  and  that  the  Sultan  had 
been  graciously  pleased  to  order  the  poor  man'a 

*  Anglich^  marvda. 
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head  to  attend  at  the  Sublime  Porte,  but  without 
the  body!  A  similar  act  of  favour  has  since 
been  extended  to  the  Grand  Vizier's  brother,  and 
their  two  heads  are  now  stuck  on  the  gate  of  their 
henevolent  sovereign.  Their  goods  and  lands  are 
confiscated,  their  wives  and  children  turned  out 
to  beggary,  and  that  tragedy  consummated  in  the 
true  Turkish  style !  The  reinstated  Grand  Vizier, 
Jusuf  Pasha,  is  come  to  Schumla*,  his  head-quar- 
ters at  a  day's  journey  from  hence),  and  it  is  now 
his  business  to  show  that  he  has  a  head  worth 
keeping  on  his  shovlders.  It  was  he,  Jusuf,  who 
reduced  all  the  towns  and  villagies  of  the  Bannat 
of  Temeswaer  into  heaps  of  ashes,  three  years 
ago  (as  I  told  you  in  my  peregrination) ;  and  as 
he  likewise  was  kind  enough  to  drive  all  the  in- 
habitants of  those  coimtries,  man  and  beast,  into 
slavery,  he  bids  fair  to  tinge  his  future  laurels  (in 
whatever  land  he  may  acquire  them)  with  a  deep 
shade  of  the  crimson  dye.  The  possibility  of 
preventing  such  devastation  makes  me  hold  up 
manfully  against  all  the  miseries  of  aSistovo  life, 
and  if  I  am  happy  enough  to  be  able  to  say  here- 
after to  my  conscience  and  to  my  friends,  that  I 
have  contributed  essentially  to  thrust  all  manner 
of  swords,  poignards,  and  scimitars  back  into 
their  scabbards,  my  Tweddale  mutton  will  taste 
sweeter  to  me  than  the  finest  venison,  for  the  rest 
of  my  days.  I  have  been  sadly  vexed  by  all  these 
procrastinations  of  the  salutary  work,  but  I  hold 

*  Since  so  celebrated  in  the  Bnssian  invasion  of  Turkey. 
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myself  certain  of  its  being  well  ended  herCy  and 
within  a  short  space  of  time. 

**  As  to  the  Northern  herbine,  she  has  bought 
Ismail  very  dear^  by  the  loss  of  five  or  six  thou- 
sand of  her  best  soldiers ;  and  in  my  opinion  still 
dearer  by  the  inhuman  butchery  of  almost  twenty 
thousand  Turks,  half  of  whom  were  old  people, 
children,  and  women.  If  Russia  be  determined 
to  have  another  campaign,  in  order  to  thin  the 
ranks  of  the  human  race,  I  trust  that  the  lesson 
to  be  brought  home  to  her  Imperial  Majesty  will 
be  such  an  one  as  to  leave  a  wholesome  impression 
for  the  rest  of  her  reign.  But  I  hate  the  very 
name  of  wars ;  let 's  talk  of  something  else  1 

**  The  great  news  of  Sistovo,  for  instance  1  Our 
fishermen  on  the  Danube  caught  a  sort  of  sturgeon 
the  other  day,  and  sold  it  to  my  cook ;  it  weighed 
only  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  English 
pounds — a  mere  trifle!  for  every  inhabitant  of 
Sistovo  will  take  his  Alcoran  oath  thatatWiddiQ, 
not  far  from  hence,  two  sturgeon  were  taken  two 
years  ago,  the  one  of  above  seven^  and  the  other 
above  eight  hundred  weight.  I  am  a  great  tra- 
veller, Anne,  but  as  little  inclined  to  lie  as  any  of 
the  tribe.  Apropos  of  sturgeon,  —  your  acquaint- 
ance, the  dropsical  Waiwode,  is  dying  fast.  But, 
alas  1  another  harpy  is  ready  to  take  his  place. 

'*  March  Zrd. 

"  Oho !  Mrs.' Anne !  here  comes  your  manifesto 
of  the  29th  of  January.  It  shows  we  are  on  an 
excellent  footing  of   correspondence;  md  that 
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nonsenfie  circulates  as  it  should  do.  You  ask  me 
if  I  pick  up  any  of  the  Saracen  secrets  by  my 
occult  knowledge  of  their  language  ?  I  did  at 
first,  a  great  many :  but  the  cunning  plenipos  took 
to  the  Persian  in  their  private  innuendos.  I  am 
studying  that  language  hard,  and  I  discovered  the 
Beis  E£fendi  saying  in  Persian  t'  other  day,  to  the 
Mollah  de  la  Mecque,  these  very  important  words : 
**  Ereile  penal  uzimi,**  which  means,  *^  Tour  to- 
ba^cco  is  better  than  mine/'  I  immediately  saw 
to  the  bottom  of  the  Mahomedan  metaphor,  em- 
ployed to  put  me  on  the  wrong  scent^  and  was  sure 
that  his  Excellency  said  to  the  Mollah, "  Sir  Eobert 
Keith  has  beat  my  arguments  out  of  doors,  try  if 
you  can  muster  up  any  better." 

*^  It  is  a  charming  thing  to  possess  half  a  hun- 
dred languages ;  and  I  regret  much  that  my  Erse 
begins  to  grow  rusty,  but  I  will  rub  it  up  again, 
the  first  winter  I  shall  pass  in  CorryaricL  You 
see  I  have  got  into  the  custom  of  setting  down 
my  cage  upon  a  hiU  —  towards  Christmas!  I 
intend  to  pass  a  fortnight  on  Mount  Haemus, 
which  I  can  now  see  from  my  back  windows. 

**  But  to  return  to  my  negotiations.  That  same 
negotiation  with  the  Porte  which  you  recommend 
to  me,  in  order  to  obtain  two  tails  at  least  before 
I  set  out,  meets  my  fancy  mightily.  It  squares 
so  cleverly  with  your  other  advice  about  matri- 
mony, that  it  deserves  the  most  mature  con- 
sideration. But  pray  don't  bespeak  my  bride  till 
I  am  dead  sure  of  my  tails ! 
.   '*  Did  you  observe  in  the  newspapers  that  our 
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brave  Emperor  Leopold  had  the  chicken-pox 
about  a  month  ago  ?  All  Vienna,  young  and  old, 
were  smitten  with  that  distemper,  but  all  got  well 
again.  His  Emperorship  and  the  Kingships  of 
Naples,  are  going  to  set  out  in  a  fortnight  for 
Italy,  to  instal  the  young  Duke  of  Tuscany  in  his 
dominions.  The  King  of  Naples  has  delighted  all 
Grermany  by  his  unaffected  cantyness.*  He 
laughs,  and  junkets  and  Nimrods,  and  gambols, 
as  if  he  had  never  seen  a  diadem,  and  had  not  a 
single  drop  of  Bourbon  blood  in  his  veins.  Alas  I 
for  Louis  the  Sixteenth  I  I  wonder  if  there  will 
ever  be  a  Louis  the  Seventeenth  ?  But  I  wander 
sadly,  as  all  great  orators  are  apt  to  do. 

*^To  return  to  Imperial  Leopold;  I  trust  that 
he  will  bestow  his  ultimate  fiat  on  our  business 
here  before  he  sets  out  for  Italy.  What  a  sad 
thing  it  would  be  to  send  a  political  query  from 
Sistovo  to  Naples,  and  to  wait  for  an  answer! 
All  our  beards  would  grow  grey  (mine  is  already 
two  inches  long)  before  we  could  untie  in  that 
manner  the  knots  of  our  negotiation. 

*^  Oh  1 1  had  almost  forgotten  to  tell  you  to  take 
out  your  maps  and  study  the  geography  of  Tran- 
sylvania, and  the  course  of  the  rivers  Marosch  and 
Theiss,  and  the  county  of  Marmarosch,  as  I  shall 
direct  my  course  homeward  that  way.  I  shall 
only  stop  a  day  or  two  at  Hermandstadt,  and  as 
much  with  my  friend  the  Bishop  of  Groswaradin, 
who  is  a  great  admirer  of  yours,  and  inquires  often 

*  AnfflioSf  cheerfolness. 
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and  kindly  for  Miss  Barbara  Stirling.*  My  love 
to  that  young  lady.  She  shall  have  the  hand- 
somest Turkish  handkerchief  in  my  possession, 
and  one  that  is  remarkable  for  having  been  thrown 
by  the  Grand  Signer  in  the  face  of  his  favourite 
damsel  not  a  month  ago !  You  shall  have  three 
or  four  handkerchiefs  to  distribute,  and  if  your 
fisdr  paintress  will  accept  one,  it  is  at  her  service, 
Tnaissans  consequence.  Pray  oflFer  my  respects 
to  all  the  Buccleugh  family  in  return  for  all  their 
goodness  towards  me  and  mine.  I  hope  they 
esteem  me  too  much  to  deprive  me  of  the  happiness 
of  receiving  and  cherishing  Lord  Dalkeith  at 
Vienna.  I  have  written  to  my  good  Mend 
Madame  la  'premiere  MarechaJe  de  Schoenberg  at 
Dresden,  to  show  him  every  attention  for  my  sake ; 
she  will  do  all  she  can  to  render  his  stay,  there 
agreeable.  It  was  a  real  disappointment  to  me  to 
be  absent  from  Vienna  whilst  Sir  John  Macpherson 
(who  expresses  for  me,  though  unknown,  a  very 
flattering  partiality)  passed  two  months  in  that 

capital.     Tell  his  friend that  Sir  John  and 

I  had  actually  made  an  appointment  at  a  thousand 
miles'  distance,  to  meet  at  my  table  in  Vienna, 
and  drink  a  bottle  together  to  the  health  of  our 
friends  at  Talisker.  Sir  John  is  gone  to  Italy  for 
the  winter,  but  I  hope  to  see  him  in  Austria  a  few 
months  hence.  Say  everything  that  is  cordial 
from  me  to  your  Dowager  chumf^  and  tell  her 

*  The  nonagenarian  grand  aunt  so  often  cordially  mentioned. 

t  The  late  Dowager  Countess  of  Balcarres,  who  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety,  saw  herself  surrounded  by  a  large  and  flourishing 
family. 
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that  she  and  her  children  are  by  much  the  best 
arguments  for  tardy  matrimony  that  I  ever  met 
with.  But  you  know  I  am  to  talk  no  more  of 
this  matter  till  I  am  dubbed  a  Bashaw.  Hearty 
good  wishes  to  all  manner  of  friends.  Your  town 
of  Edinburgh  will  be  so  very  geometrical,  that  the 
very  dubs*  will  run  at  right  angles.  Apropos  to 
your  college  —  might  not  I  in  my  old  age,  lay  a 
claim  to  be  your  professor  of  oriental  languages'^ 
This  has  been  a  misty  morning,  my  dear  Anne, 
and  I  have  turned  it  to  account  in  palavering  with 
your  spinstership.  But  I  must  now  get  on  my 
nag,  and  go  to  eat  tough  mutton  and  shrivelled 
carrots  with  my  chum  Baron  Haeften,  who  is  well 
in  spite  of  bad  food  and  ill-digested  politics.  You 
shall  have  a  supplementary  dab  of  my  nonsense 
to-morrow  morning ;  in  the  mean  time,  *^  Whizzel 
durg  quanga,"  that  is  to  say  in  Bulgarian,  "  Joy 
be  with  you. " 

"  March  ith. 
"  It  is  fit,  my  dear  Anne,  that  I  should  make  you 
acquainted  with  this  same  new  Vizier,  Jusuf  Paaha, 
who  is  going  to  make  so  much  noise.  He  was 
bom  a  Georgian  (not  a  Jacobite)  Christian,  and 
was,  consequently,  a  Whig  from  his  cradle.  He 
was  kidnapped  from  his  parents  at  six  years  old, 
and  sent  to  Constantinople  to  be  a  slave,  and' 
thereby  made  his  fortune ;  and  that  is,  perhaps, 
the  reason  why  he  makes  slaves  of  all  Christians 
he  can  lay  his  hands  on.     His  genius  was  first  dis- 

*  Anglicky  gutters. 
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played  as  a  rice  merchant,  and  the  (jiand  Adminl, 
finding  him  sell  some  toothsome  rice  to  the  fleet, 
advanced  Jusof  to  the  dignity  of  his  —  pipe- 
stopper!  Don't  smile,  ^Irs.  Anne, — this  is  a 
true  bill ;  and  to  a  great  man,  who  smokes  tobacco 
sixteen  honrs  in  the  four-and-twenty,  an  ingenious 
pipe-stopper  is  no  indi£ferent  personage.  He 
stopped  so  well  that  he  did  not  stop  there,  but 
became  in  time  coffee-maker,  inkstand-carrier, 
purse-bearer,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  agent  at  the 
Porte.  Here  he  got  Ina  first  tail,  and  was  in  the 
way  of  a  second,  when  he  made  a  small  mistake, 
by  giving  out  and  believing  that  his  old  master  the 
Captain  Pasha  was  dead,  when  he  was  only  in  a 
fainting  fit;  by  which  the  Grand  Signer  had 
almost  been  led  into  the  other  mistake  of  confis- 
cating the  Grrand  Admiral's  property  just  as  he 
came  to  himself  again !  This  caused  a  coldness 
between  the  Admiral  and  Jusuf ;  but  the  latter 
made  a  courtly  tergiversation,  got  into  the  Grand 
Signer's  service,  and  acquired  another  tail  into  the 
bargain. 

*^  He  was  then  Pasha  of  the  Morea,  where,  with 
a  third  tail,  he  did  wonders ;  and  his  old  master 
the  Captain  Pasha  being  absent  in  Egypt,  who  so 
fit  to  be  Grand  Vizier  (on  a  vacancy)  as  the 
Georgian  Jusuf?  The  Captain  Pasha  came  back 
from  Egypt — kissed  the  hem  of  the  Grand  Vizier 
Jusuf  s  garment,  as  in  duty  bound,  and  wished 
him  at  the  devil,  as  human  nature  commanded. 
A  year  after,  Jusuf  was  disgraxied,  and  who 
became  Grand  Vizier,  but  the  old  Captain  Pasha? 
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Down  goes  Jusuf,  lower  and  lower — Pasha  of 
Widdin,  then  degraded  to  be  Pasha  of  Griustendil, 
and  he  might  have  been  once  more  reduced  to  the 
trade  of  rice  merchant,  had  not  the  old  Vizier 
his  master  chosen  to  die.  The  tide  again  turns  in 
favour  of  Jusuf,  and  the  late  Grand  Vizier  being 
a  blockhead^  and  his  head  condemned  to  the  blocks 
in  steps  •  my  Jusuf,  and  he,  at  this  moment, 
promises  to  be  the  saviour  of  the  Ottoman  Empire, 
and  the  terror  of  Prince  PotemkinI  Heaven 
grant  he  may  I     Grod  bless  the  sisterhood. 

«E.  M.  K." 

[Extract.'] 
SIB  B.  M.  KEITH  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  LEEDS. 

**  March  22nd. 

'^  My  Lobd, 

"A  Prussian  courier,  dispatched  from 
Berlin  on  the  4th  instant,  and  who  left  Vienna  on 
the  11th,  brought  me  very  interesting  letters  from 
both  those  capitals.  Your  Grrace  is  already  fully 
informed  of  the  state  of  public  aflfairs  there,  which 
renders  superfluous  any  attempt  of  mine  to  throw 
additional  light  on  them  from  hence. 

"  All  we  know  is,  that  the  Austrian  plenipoten- 
tiaries have  not  received  the  instructions  which 
have  been  so  long  expected,  and  the  Turkish 
ministers  are  not  only  much  hurt  by  such  an 
imaccountable  protraction,  but  begin  to  conceive 
suspicions  (which  the  mediating  ministers  spare 
no  pains  to  eradicate)  that  the  Court  of  Vienna 

VOL.  II,  c  c 
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has  some  new  plan  in  view,  little  consistent  with 
the  stipulations  of  the  Reichenbach  Conventioii. 

[Cypher.] 

"  I  am  sorry  to  be  forced  to  beg  of  your  Grace 
to  remark  how  difficulty  as  well  as  painful,  my 
situation  must  be,  amidst  so  many  variations  and 
tergiversations  on  every  side ;  and  I  r^ret  most 
sincerely  the  necessity  of  feitiguing  your  Grace 
with  so  many  complaints  of  that  mysterious  silence 
of  the  Court  of  Vienna,  by  which  the  ministers 
of  such  respectable  Courts  are  kept  in  a  state  of 
irksome,  and  in  many  respects  unbecoming,  in- 
activity. 

^  I  have  the  honour,  &c, 

[It  would  indeed  "fatigue,"  and  to  no  possible 
purpose,  even  the  most  determined  amateur  of 
diplomacy  to  wade  through  the  continued  corre- 
spondence, which  (even  during  this  truly  ^^irksome" 
suspension  of  all  the  beneficent  objects  of  his 
mission)  a  sense  of  duty,  and  the  dire  necessity 
of  chronicling  from  post  to  post,  for  his  principal 
at  home,  the  revolting  inconsistencies,  and  haras- 
sing fluctuations  of  his  colleagues,  imposed  on  the 
deeply  disgusted  plenipotentiary  of  Britain.  It 
has  been  felt  to  be  due  to  his  memory,  and  to  the 
honour  of  England,  to  imveil  at  some  length,  and 
in  his  own  indignant  language,  his  uneasiness 
while  condemned  to  breathe  an  atmosphere  of 
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duplicity  and  intrigue,  above  which  it  is  pleasing 
to  see  this  veteran  in  Courts,  but  novice  in  chicane, 
carrying  unsullied  his  lofty  Briton's  head.  No 
one,  whether  initiated,  or  uninitiated  in  politics, 
can  have  perused  thus  far  without  perceiving,  that 
had  it  rested  with  our  representative  to  sweep 
away,  by  a  dozen  words  of  manly  straightforward 
truth,  the  innumerable  subterfuges  (whose  name 
we  shall  hereafter  find  was  *^  legion  "),  the  Congress 
of  Sistovo  (on  whose  very  threshold  his  able 
brother  diplomatist.  Lord  Auckland,  writes  that 
*^  being  in  such  good  hands  as  his  for  all  parties, 
it  is  considered  as  already  settled"),  instead  of 
dragging  on  for  eight  weary  months,  would  have 
been  honourably  and  satisfactorily  terminated  in 
as  many  days. 

The  first  of  the  intervals  during  which,  as  Sir 
Eobert  himself  expresses  it,  his  political  bark 
"  lay  hopelessly  agroimd,"  maybe  beguiled  by  the 
introduction  of  one  of  Lord  Auckland's  own  able 
and  satisfactory  letters. — Ed.] 

[Private,']  . 
LORD  AUCKLAND  TO  SIR  R.  M.  KEITH. 

"  ffoffuef  March  2^th,  at  night, 

"My  DEAR  Sir, 

"I  shall  send  this  hasty  scrawl  without 
scruple,  and  under  flying  seal,  with  Lord  Gren- 
ville's  despatch  to  Mr.  Stratton,  who  will  forward 
it  to  you.  The  despatch  is  so  ftdl  that  I  will  not 
attempt  to  add  anything  on  the  subject  to  which 

C  C  8 
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it  relates.  It  has  been  a  corroding  circnmstonoe 
to  my  mind  to  see  the  procrastination  which  from 
every  quarter  has  affected  your  Sistovo  discQSsion& 
It  was  the  evident  game  from  the  first  of  the 
Emperor^  and  still  more  of  the  Imperial  ministers, 
to  keep  their  pacification  with  the  Turks  unsettled; 
and  it  was,  therefore,  our  business  to  finish  com- 
pletely with  the  Emperor,  everywhere,  before  we 
articulate  one  syllable  to  Russia. 

**It  is  impossible  to  observe  without  concern 
the  inconsistent  assurances,  and  unfixed  and  un- 
satisfectory  language  which  you  have  been  obliged 
to  report ;  and  which,  unhappily,  not  only  for  the 
Austrian  iTmpire,  but  for  Europe,  is  too  much  in 
the  style  of  everything  that  has  happened  ever 
since  the  Emperor  arrived  from  Florence.  Those 
to  whose  services  he  is  indebted  for  such  an  im- 
pression best  know  their  own  motives  and  induce- 
ments. But  it  is  beyond  any  powers  of  my  mind, 
when  I  put  together  many  circumstances  previous 
to  the  Eeichenbach  Convention,  during  that  con- 
vention immediately  subsequent  to  it  at  Vienna 
and  Florence,  and,  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
Hague  negotiation,  the  details  of  what  is  going  on 
in  the  Netherlands,  and  all  the  late  accoimts  from 
Sistovo,  and  the  versatilities  of  all  your  conferences 
during  your  present  mission  —  to  assign  any 
system  toisuch  a  conduct  that  can  be  stated  in 
terms  of  due  decorum.  It  appears  to  be  calculated 
in  all  its  parts  for  the  sole  end  of  creating  discon- 
tents and  fermentation  in  domestic  affairs,  and  dis- 
trust and  dissatisfaction  in  foreign  Courts.    I  know 
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that  an  Austrian  minister,  in  answer  to  such  a  cri- 
ticism, can  in  lofty  words  intimate  supreme  con- 
tempt for  the  ideas  of  others,  and  the  most  com- 
placent admiration  for  his  own ;  nevertheless,  the 
opinion  of  the  audience  in  most  theatres  is  more 
correct  than  that  of  the  actors. 

^^  It  is  a  good  and  pleasant  pursuit  in  the 
transactions  of  human  life,  to  endeavour  to  draw 
good  out  of  evil ;  and  I  have  strong  hopes  that  the 
incomprehensible  conduct  to  which  I  allude  will 
tend  to  prevent  the  breaking  out  of  new  wars  in 
Europe,  and,  in  its  efiFects,  to  a  general  pacification 
sooner  than  was  expected.  I  will  take  occasion  to 
explain  this  by  the  first  safe  conveyance.  Mean- 
time, I  am  quite  unhappy  for  my  Mend  Sir 
Eobert  Keith,  whose  patience  must  be  worn  to  the 
bone  before  the  end  of  this  n^otiation ;  of  which 
I  see  no  prospect  except  in  the  allusion  conveyed 
in  the  second  paragraph  of  this  scrawl,  which  I 
cannot  explain  further  by  this  channeL  I  am 
greatly  interested  in  the  accoimts  from  Sistovo, 
vexatious  as  they  are.  Adieu  my  dear  Sir  Eobert, 
preserve  your  health  and  spirits,  and  forward  me 
an  instrument  of  pacification  by  the  next  mes- 
senger at  latest. 

*iJBelieve  me  ever  most  sincerely  yours, 

**  Auckland.'' 

Sm  B.  IL  KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEBS. 

'*  Sistovo,  March  23rrf,  1791. 

"N.B. — Remember  I  use  hUtck-edged  paper 
c  c  3 
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for  want  of  white,  as  our  grandfather  Sir  James 
Dick  took  pie-crust  for  want  of  bread.* 

*'My  flow  of  nonsense  has  been  daTnrrCd  up 
for  these  three  weeks,  my  dear  sisters,  by  an 
imexpected  and  very  vexatious  litigation  which 
took  place  i^  the  Congress  ;  not  amongst  us,  the 
men  of  mediation,  but  among  those  who  are  the 
pirmdpal  parties.  This  caused  a  reference  to 
Berlin,  Vienna,  and  Constantinople,  and  as  the 
return  of  the  couriers  from  all  those  capitals  has 
been  imaccountably  delayed,  we  have  sat  with  our 
arms  across  till  they  are  almost  benurnhed.  For 
my  part,  I  have  pressed,  prayed,  and  urged,  in 
every  quarter;  and  at  this  moment  I  have  the 
best  reason  to  believe  that  before  Sunday  next, 
we  shall  again  display  the  olive  branch,  and  with 
the  fairest  hopes  of  planting  it  firmly,  in  three 
weeks'  time.  Judge,  my  dear  Anne,  how  much 
I  (who  am  not  made  to  burrow  four  months  in  a 
state  of  torpor  on  a  Bulgarian  hill)  long  for  a 
satisfactory  conclusion,  and  a  speedy  return  to  my 
fellow-Christians  I 

"  These  Turks  may  be  (and  I  allow  they  are) 
good  men  and  true,  in  point  of  probity,  good 
faith,  and  other  unfashionable  virtues;  but  a 
duller  race  never  vegetated  on  the  face  o€  the 
earth.  They  have  drawled  away  this  last  month 
not  in  very  good  humour,  but  rather  in  no 
humour  at  aU ;  and  so  little  bustle  or  sensation 
does  the  presence  of  these  great  lords  of  Turkey 

*  While  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  and  during  a  siege  of  the 
castle  of  that  city. 
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make  in  this  poor  village,  that  when  we  Chris- 
tians wish  to  ascertain  their  existence,  we  must 
send  our  dragomen  to  be  eye-witnesses  of  their 
smoking  each  a  pipe  with  their  usual  energy. 

*^  Not  an  incident  or  anecdote  has  enlivened 
Sistovo,  save  only  a  fire,  which  consumed  a  few 
Bulgarian  huts  (which  our  piastres  have  helped 
to  rebuild),  and  a  theft  committed  by  a  Turkish 
servant  of  my  mehmandar  (you  know  that  means 
*  purveyor'),  who  was  pleased  to  rob  his  own 
master  of  a  gold  watch  I  gave  him,  and  a  purse 
of  money,  which  the  mehmandar  had,  for  greater 
security,  deposited  in  one  of  his  old  boots.  The 
faithless  valet  was  discovered,  and  ought  to  have 
been  hanged  (because  he  would  have  let  a  boy 
belonging  to  my  washerwoman  be  hanged  upon* 
suspicion  if  we  had  not  interfered),  but  was  only 
sent  to  the  galleys.  These,  my  dear  Anne,  are 
the  only  events  of  my  last  woeful  six  weeks  ! 

*^As  to  the  Turkish  inhabitants  of  this  town, 
my  acquaintance  with  them  is  not  more  intimate 
than  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
at  whom  I  have  repeatedly  stared  in  the  prints  of 
Cook's  Voyages.  I  have  been  looking  out  for 
antiquities  and  Eoman  inscriptions.  By  the  help 
of  my  trusty  companion,  and  useful  assistant  in 
the  copying  way,  Mr.  Stuart,  I  have  discovered 
several.  One,  very  curious,  indeed,  and  in  per- 
fect preservation,  lies  in  the  Greek  churchyard, 
within  ten  yards  of  the  back  of  my  house.  It 
was  erected  (and  probably  at  a  very  small  distance 
from  the  spot  where  it  now  is)  in  the  time  of  the 
c  c  4 
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Emperor  Adrian,  to  mark  the  precise  separadoh 
between  the  two  great  provinces  of  Maesia  and 
Thrace.  I  believe  I  am  a  ThrcuAcm  at  this 
mcymmvt^  and  lam  glad  of  it;  for  both  their  men 
and  women  had  more  spirit  and  game  than  the 
vulgar  MdBsians.  But  I  send  you  herewith  an 
exact  copy  of  the  inscription*,  that  you  and  your 
Edinburgh  literati  may  decide  the  question. 

**The  weather  has  been  very  mild,  and  the 
health  of  the  whole  Christian  colony  uninter- 
rupted. I  made  one  excursion  on  horseback,  to 
see  a  little  of  the  environs,  but  I  foimd  only  some 
bleak  hills  on  one  hand,  and  some  tolerable  vine- 
yards on  the  other.  Nota  Bene — the  law  of 
Mahomet  against  drinking  wine  seems  to  have 
lost  much  of  its  authority ;  for  though  the  Turks 
make  as  if  they  shuddered  at  wine  in  public, 
many  of  them  will  swill  to  any  extent  in  private. 
This  vice  was  grown  to  such  a  height  at  Constan- 
tinople, that  the  Grand  Signer  thought  it,  two 
months  ago,  a  duty  of  his  religion  to  shut  up  all 
at  once  the  whole  taverns  of  his  capital,  to  the 
number  of  many  hundreds.  So  far  well,  but  his 
Sublimity  carried  the  joke  a  little  too  far,  for  he 
ordered  all  the  notorious  bibbers  on  whom  hands 
could  be  laid,  to  be  sewed  into  sacks,  and  thrown 
into  the  sea !  Let  George  the  Third  try  his  hand 
at  such  a  bit  of  legislation,  and  we  should  have  a 
pretty  uproar. 

*^So   much   for  Turkish    sobriety  —  now    for 

*  This  has  unfortunately  not  been  found. 
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Ottoman  courage.  It  has  been  a  little  out  at 
elbows  since  the  beginning  of  this  war,  and  the 
Eussians  were  near  destroying  the  last  shreds  of 
it.  But  the  massacre  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
Turkish  women  and  children  at  Ismail  (and  above 
all  their  fathers  and  husbands)  seems  to  have 
awakened  the  old  Saracen  spirit,  and  my  new 
acquaintance.  Vizier  Jusuf,  swears  he  will  have 
his  revenge  on  these  Eussian  ruffians.  And  may 
he  have  it,  soon  and  completely,  say  I !  I  am 
gladdened  with  your  three  letters,  dear  Anne, 
since  your  return  to  Edinburgh,  and  rejoice 
heartily  at  the  tidings  of  our  mutual  friends  there, 
I  trust  that  you  keep  me  in  the  kind  remembrance 
of  all  these  good  people,  and  of  all  my  nears 
and  dears,  for  whom  my  affection  is  unutterable. 
Tell  them  they  shall  have  all  my  stories  at  my 
return,  slowly,  circumstantially,  and  tediously,  as 
Eastern  tales  ought  to  be  told  —  in  the  evening 
of  life,  over  a  clear  Scotch  coal  fire.  I  whisper  in 
your  ear,  that  in  order  to  make  my  personal  tale 
more  interesting,  I  have  a  plot  to  watch  and 
waylay  my  Turkish  damsel  with  the  white  hand 
so  closely,  that  it  shall  go  hard  with  me  if,  before 
my  departure,  I  cannot  speak  pertvaently  as  to 
the  colour  of  her  600^  as  well  as  that  of  her  fist 
And,  indeed,  my  dear  Anne,  she  must  thank 
herself,  if  I  do  drive  matters  to  that  extremity, 
for  all  Sistovo  knows  that  she  coquetted  with  me 
most  egregiously  the  day  of  my  public  entry.  I 
have  already  discovered  that  she  lives  upon  the 
third  hiU,  to  the  left  hand  as  you  look  from  my 
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window;  and  that^  you  know,  is  a  great  deal, 
considering  that  in  the  straight  line  of  my  vision 
there  are  only  (and  I  have  counted  them)  two 
hundred  and  aeventy-three  stone  walls  between 
my  charmer  and  me.  But  *  you  must  have 
patience,  my  dear  Anne,  for  hoot  or  tm?  hoot^  I  am 
too  much  of  a  gentleman  to  say  a  word  of  the 
matter  till  I  am  out  of  the  continent  and  turned 
of  seventy. 

*^  I  am  looking  out  every  hour  for  the  return 
of  a  messenger  whom  I  dispatched  to  England  in 
the  end  of  January.  Think  what  Sk  pleasure  it  is, 
to  know  that  each  question  I  find  it  necessary  to 
ask  at  home,  may  be  answered  within  the  short 
space  of  two  calendar  months  I  This  is  one  of  the 
advantages  of  Sistovo;  and,  indeed,  they  are 
nimiberless. 

'*  March  26th. 

*^Well,  and  hearty,  my  dear  sisters ;  but  out  of 
all  patience  at  the  unaccountable  protraction  of 
our  business;  which  is  to  be  imputed  to  the 
Austrian  ministers.  We  trust,  however,  that  in 
eight  and  forty  hours  they  will  again  be  com- 
pletely rigged  out  for  the  joint  voyage ;  and  that 
we  shall  sail  before  the  wind  to  our  long-wished 
for  —  Porte. 

*^  How  glad  I  shall  be  to  get  back  to  Germany  I 
All  my  friends  at  Vienna,  young  and  old,  are  well. 
Love  to  the  sisterhood,  and  aunt  Bab,  and  hearty 
wishes  to  all  cronies.  I  embrace  your  chum. 
Lady  Balcarres,  who,  from  her  fine  hotel,  taunts 
my  Bulgarian    hut.     Health    and    content    be 
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amongst  you  all.     Adieu,  my  trusty  friend.     God 
bless  you,  and  send  us  a  happy  meeting ! 


SIR  R.   M.   KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTERS. 

"  SUtovo,  April  lOth,  1791. 

"I  was  ready  to  hurst  with  impatience,  si? 
weeks  ago,  my  dear  sisters ;  and  by  the  greatest 
of  all  miracles  I  have  not  exploded  yet^  though 
the  retention  of  ink,  on  the  part  of  the  cabinet 
of  Vienna,  leaves  us  to  this  hour  full  as  much  in 
the  dark  as  ever.  You  plain  spinsters  have  no 
notion  of  the  delight  which  Austrian  ministers 
scnnetimes  take  in  indulging  a  sort  of  dignified 
torpor^  which  seems  to  imply  —  *^  My  alumbera 
are  deep  politics  —  my  lead  is  worth  other 
people's  gold;  I  will  make  all  the  minor  poli- 
ticians of  Europe  fidget  a  little  —  and  then  my 
mouth  I  will  ope, 

«*«  And  out  shall  fly  a  Trope/* 

"These  sublime  enjoyments  are  above  your 
comprehension,  and  above  mine  too ;  but  I  dare 
not  own  it ;  for  we  plenipos  must  always  make  as 
t/ we  understood  even  the  colic  of  a  prime  minister. 
I  shrewdly  surmise  that  the  Imperial  Trope  is 
coming,  for  —  but  I  will  spare  you,  my  dear  Anne, 
a  host  of  very  able  conjectures  !  I  am  well,  Stuart 
is  well,  my  heap  of  servitors,  of  all  colours,  kinds, 
and  countries,  are  well ;  for  Sistovo,  though  the 
«eat  of  caliginous  dulness,  is  the  healthiest  hole 
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in  all  Ottomanrfom*  I  see  a  posse  of  pewter- 
looking  piastres  beginning  to  be  gathered  by  my 
maitre  d'hote!.  I  shall  not  throw  them  into  the 
Danube  (  as  you,  my  dear  Anne,  seem  to  suspect), 
but  you  will  applaud  my  having  no  more  regard 
for  them  than  becomes  a  beggar  of  the  Keith  race. 
Proud  poverty  I  All  Bulgaria  should  not  make  me 
renounce  it. 

**  My  messenger  from  England  (who  has  surely 
been  set  in  the  stocks  somewhere,  like  Lear's 
gentlemen)  must,  I  dare  say,  be  now  galloping 
towards  me  on  yonder  plain  in  Wallachia,  and 
hurrying  duly  to  join  me.  But  as  said  plain  is 
some  tw:enty  or  thirty  leagues  broad,  without  hill 
or  hummock,  he  may  gallop  there  eight  and  forty 
hours  to  come  before  he  reaches  me.  I  give  him 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  longer,  else  —  he  shall  join 
the  Turkish  topers  in  the  Bosphorus  I 

"  Ordu  Cadissi,  late  Mollah  de  la  Mecque,  sends 
his  compliments  to  you.  He  is  now  studying  geo- 
graphy to  know  where  the  Baltic  is,  because  as 
how  people  are  going  to  send  ships  of  war  there. 
The  Eeis  Efifendi  seemed  a  little  incredulous  t'other 
day,  when  I  talked  oi  that  Baltic's  carrying  cannon 
now  and  .then  on  its  bosom.  I  found  vouchers, 
and  at  length  was  credited.  They  aU  know 
Gibraltar,  and  that  it  is  a  town  in  England;  but, 
my  dear  Anne  (it  is  with  grief  I  own  it),  not  one 
of  the  three  Turkish  missions,  consisting  of  above 
an  hundred  bearded  men,  had  ever  so  much  as 
heard  of  Scotland !  Judge  of  my  mortification, 
t'other  day,  when  in  a  moment  of  jactation,  I 
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boasted  of  being  bom  in  that  illustrious,  ancient, 
and  powerful  kingdom !  I  bore  that  stroke,  my 
dear  Anne,  as  a  man  and  a  minister  ought  to  do  I 

**  The  Grand  Vizier  is  driving  about  the  shores  of 
the  Danube  and  Black  Sea,  instilling  courage  into 
his  myrmidons ;  'and  when  he  sees  any  reason  to 
doubt  of  the  efiFect  of  his  eloquence,  he  now  and 
then  cuts  off  the  head  of  one  or  t'other  chieftain, 
which  assists  the  instillation  mightily.  He  will 
cross  the  Danube,  before  you^  in  Princes  Street, 
have  the  least  suspicion  of  it ;  and  then  —  have  at 
your  Suwaroffs,  and  Kickeroffs,  and  Assassinoflfe, 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  Ismail  hutchera.  I  wish  I 
could  see  these  amiable  ChriMiana  get  a  hearty 
drubbing,  before  I  dip  my  pen  for  the  last  time, 
in  the  oil  of  olive. 

**I  must  go  and  dress  me,  for  mine  is  the  feast 
of  the  day.  I  must,  however,  tell  you  beforehand, 
that  in  the  course  of  the  last  week,  I  have  walked 
on  my  own  legs,  at  least  an  hundred  and  fifty  — 
yards  !  Formerly,  I  only  hopped  about  from  one 
bar  of  my  cage  to  the  other ;  I  shall  re-grow  an 
active  man  by  little  and  little. 

**  Stuart  has  been  exceedingly  busy  in  collecting  a 
'pretty  small  family  about  him  in  his  cage.  He  is 
already  in  possession  of  two  weasels,  a  land  tortoise, 
and  a  Danube  one ;  three  lizards,  a  speckled  toad, 
a  winged  snipe,  a  lame  hare,  and  he  is  promised  (by 
a  Boyar  of  Wallachia)  to  have  his  comforts  com- 
pleted in  a  few  days,  by  the  addition  of  two  wolf 
cubs!  All  these  go  to  bed  with  him  !  He  is  an 
excellent  lad,  and  will  one  day  do  honour  to  some 
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great  raoDarch  as  director  of  his  mJtna/gerit.  Ism. 
all  for  the  &ir  8a4:lcs!  and  my  amour  with  white 
hands  goes  on  sirimminglj ! 

'*No  messenger,  which  Texes  me ;  but  I  will 
amuse  you  and  myself,  my  dear  Anne,  by  giving 
you  a  characteristic  trait  of  the  Turkish  imagina- 
tion, which  I  learned  this  morning  from  a  German 
physician,  who  follows  the  congress.  A  Turkish 
priest,  aged  forty  and  some  years,  came  to  him 
t'other  day,  complaining  of  being  Tery  ill,  and  thus 
he  explained  to  the  doctor  the  cause  of  his  illness. 
*You  must  know,'  said  the  priest,  'that  above 
six  years  and  a  hali  ago,  as  I  was  coming  home  in 
a  fine  evening,  through  the  streets  of  this  town,  a 
bloody-minded  Turk,  who  owed  me  a  grudge,  fired 
his  pistol  at  me.  He  happily  missed  me,  and  as 
I  never  saw  more  of  him  or  his  pistol  fi-om  that 
day  to  this,  I  made  light  of  the  whole  matter  then, 
and  seldom  thought  of  it  since.  But  a  month  ago, 
happening  to  reflect  on  the  danger  I  then  ran,  and 
that  I  ought  to  have  been  deucedly  fiightened,  I 
have  now  reasoned  myself  into  that  fear  which  I 
was  foolish  enough  not  to  feel  when  the  pistol  was 
fired  at  me ;  and  I  am  now  sick  and  miserable  in 
paying  the  debt  of  fright  which  I  have  so  long 
allowed  to  be  scored  up  against  me.' 

"  What  say  you  to  that,  my  dear  Anne  ?  This 
knack  of  reviving  extinct  terror  is  a  dangerous 
prerogative.  But  I  have  a  mind  to  try  if  I  can  ac- 
quire, and  render  useful,  the  reverse  of  the  priest's 
nostrum ;  and  while  living  at  Sistovo  I  am  deter- 
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mined  to  think  of  some  of  the  pleasantest  scenes 
of  my  life,  some  six  or  ten  years  ago ;  and  by  re- 
passing in  idea,  all  the  enjoyment  which  they 
ought  to  have  afforded  me,  I  will  pay,  to  the  last 
farthing,  every  debt  of  rapture,  of  exquisite  feeling, 
and  burning  gratitude  which  any  man,  woman,  or 
child  in  the  universe  can  possibly  have  scored  up 
against  me.  No  bad  thought,  my  dear  Anne ;  and 
the  sisterhood,  and  all  my  old  cronies,  and  my  dear 
creatures,  and  my  benefactors,  and  even  my  flir- 
tations, shall  have  twenty  shillings  in  the  poimd, 
I  promise  you.  Adieu, 


SIB  B.  M.  KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEBS. 

"  Sistovo,  Apra  27th,  1791, 

"  So,  my  dear  Anne,  it  is  your  will  and  pleasure 
that  I  should  write  over  again  from  memory,  my 
nonsensical  letter  of  the  2nd  December,  which  was 
turned  to  some  ignoble  use  by  an  Austrian  cor- 
poral 1  Why,  truly,  this  mandate  of  yours  is  some- 
thing in  the  Bussian  style,  exceedingly  barbarous, 
and  next  to  impossible.  But  as  our  political  bark 
is  still  lying  on  her  aide,  on  the  sand-bank  of 
Austrian  stubbornness,  I  will  do  my  best  to  tack 
together,  once  more,  such  small  remnants  of  recol- 
lection as  the  little  occurrences  of  that  date  have 
imprinted  on  a  waste  leaf  of  my  memory.  First 
then,  a  happy  rencontre. 

*^  You  must  know,  then,  that  many  of  my  servi- 
tors left  Vienna  long  before  me,  being  to  glide  down 
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the  Danube^  with  my  heavy  baggage,  in  a  large, 
covered  bark.  We  had  been  separated  iwo-^tni^ 
thbiy  days ;  and  I  knew  no  more  about  them  than 
the  man  in  the  moon^  when  —  and  h^e  I  deplore 
the  loss  of  my  quondam  description — at  three 
leagues'  distance  down  the  river,  firom  the  fisunous 
fortress  of  Orsova,  and  immediately  below  the  tre- 
mendous cataracts  of  the  Danube,  at  the  close  of 
day,  and  on  a  charming  meadow,  fast  by  the  river 
side,  I  spied  my  faithfid  lords  of  the  pantry, 
kitchen,  and  confectionary,  Duretti,  Manzone,  and 
Kaucksdorff,  dancing  with  joy  at  the  approach  of 
their  laughing  lord !  The  inferior  menials,  who 
were  in  the  suite  of  my  courtiers,  did  not  pre- 
sume  to  dance,  nor  to  be  vociferous  in  their  con- 
gratulations ;  but  they  grinned  delight,  and  grunted 
hilarity,  in  a  very  moving  manner.  These  good 
people,  finding  their  master  well,  and  judging  that 
a  dish  of  warm  tea,  and  a  thin  slice  of  bread  and 
butter,  might  have  their  charms  on  the  borders  of 
Wallachia  (as  they  used  to  have  at  Vienna),  had 
all  these  materials  of  enjoyment  ready  cut  and 
dried  —  a  very  proper  expression  for  a  basin  of 
tea !  —  and  after  this  romantic  regale,  we  parted, 
with  mutual  embraces,  to  meet  no  more  till 
Sistovo. 

In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  from  thence,  we  entered 
into  the  fertile  and  fleeced  province  of  Wallachia, 
and  in  ten  minutes  more  we  were  up  to  the  neck 
in  Tnvd  and  Tnire,  and  were  dragged  through 
thick  and  thin  for  three  or  four  miles;  which 
was  performed  upon  us  by  all  manner  of  animals; 
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and,  in  three  or  four  hours'  time,  we  reached  the 
human  warren  called  the  town  of  Czemetz.  I  call 
it  *  warren,'  my  dear  Anne,  because  the  Walla- 
chians  are  too  fond  of  mother  Earth  to  content 
themselves  with  living  on  her  lap ;  but  choose  to 
dig  their  habitations  in  her  bowels.  Stout  car- 
cases, adorned  with  rags  and  despondency,  dis- 
tinguished the  common  people,  and  long  silken 
robes,  with  whiskered  faces,  and  sly  servility, 
marked  the  abject  pre-eminence  of  four  or  five 
Boyars  (noblemen),  who  had  wooden  booths  by 
ways  of  palaces,  in  town:  and  who,  in  better 
times  looked  down  with  pride  from  their  stately 
galleries  before  their  houses  (ten  planks  of  fir 
deal,  supported  by  six  tottering  posts)  on  these 
miserable  ragamufiins  of  dependents  who  burrowed 
aroimd  them. 

**  With  one  of  these  Boyars  I  lodged,  and  ex- 
changed six  phrases  of  my  Ciceronian  learning 
against  five  words  of  his  dog  Latin.  I  found  I 
was  a  considerable  loser  by  the  bargain,  and  sent 
his  Boyarship  to  his  bed!  So  much  for  itinerary 
details  —  now  for  Trajan's  bridge. 

*^  Was  it  built  near  Czemetz  ?  Was  it  built  of 
stone?  Was  it  built  at  all?  These  are  three 
questions  about  which  the  learned  are  divided ; 
but  in  regard  to  all  three  I  boldly  answer  in  the 
affirmative.  The  Severiner  Tower  is  a  massive 
stout  stone  building,  almost  quite  entire,  between 
seventy  and  eighty  feet  high  ;  and  placed  there 
for  the  defence  of  the  bridge,  on  the  Wallachian 
side  (then  called  Dacia),  against  those  barbarians 
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This  I  saw  from  my  windows,  and  can  attest. 
The  miserable  deep  roads,  and  the  hope  of  pas- 
sing that  way  on  my  return,  and  in  fine  weather, 
prevented  my  wading  down  to  the  shore  that  day, 
but  my  servants,  who  in  their  boat  passed  the 
place  itself  (and  had  my  orders  to  open  all  their 
eyes  to  see  distinctly),  saw  the  two  stone  abutments 
of  the  bridge  in  full  preservation.  They  are 
about  thirty  feet  high  above  the  water,  and  are 
built  of  large  square  stones,  but  without  any 
inscription.  Universal  tradition  has  convinced 
every  inhabitant  of  the  country  that  there  stood 
Trajan^ 8  and  not  Constantine's  bridge ;  for  that  a 
bridge  stood  there  is  incontrovertible.  Eemains  of 
the  piers  have  been  seen  at  low  water,  and  the 
Emperor  Charles  the  Sixth  had  a  large  wooden  pile 
drawn  out  of  the  water  at  that  place,  which  had 
already  acquired  a  thin  coat  of  petrifaction.  There 
are  models  of  Trajan's  bridge  extant ;  they  make 
the  piers  atone  with  a  wooden  superstructure.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  the  erection  must  have  been  a  bold 
one,  for  the  Danube  is  there  very  deep,  very  rapid, 
and  four  hundred  and  fifty  toises  in  breadth. 

There  was  another  bridge  over  the  Danube, 
below  Nicopolis,  at  five  leagues'  distance  from 
hence,  where  the  river  Aluta  falls  into  the  Danube. 
Of  this  one,  hardly  any  vestiges  remain  ;  but  this 
second  bridge  I  suppose  to  be  that  of  Constantine. 
Heigh  ho!  my  dear  Anne,  I  am  quite  exhausted, 
with  this  explosion  of  pontifical  literature.  I  hope 
I  have  he-hridged  you  to  your  heart's  content ! 

"Now,  to  finish  my  rakings  from  the  embers  of 
my  memory,  in  regard  to  my  former  lucubration 
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(which  lighted  the  corporal's  pipe  instead  of  find- 
ing its  way  to  Princes  Street),  methinks  I  told  you 
that  the  Wallachian  jargon  at  once  salutes  the  ear 
with  such  a  Eoman  twang,  that  no  man  who  has 
studied  Euddiman's  Grrammar  can  doubt  of  their 
descent  (with  many  mongrel  and  probably  Scy- 
thian crosses  in  the  breed)  from  the  proud 
sovereigns  of  the  world.  *  A  handsome  woman/ 
is  *formousa  mugera;'  *I  do  not  understand 
you,  sir,'  is  *no  cape  domno.'  In  short,  they 
know  no  other  name  for  their  nation  but  *Eu- 
magni ; '  and  the  devil  is  in  it  if.  their  genealogy 
be  doubtful.  But  if  the  stately  Eomans  could 
look  up  and  see  to  what  a  dastardly  race  their 
progeny  have  been  reduced,  by  Him,  Goth,  Scy- 
thian, and  lastly,  Greek  bondage,  they  would  spit 
upon  them  with  scorn.  I  looked  amongst  the 
wretches  who  ran  alongside  of  my  carriage  to 
prevent  its  being  overturned,  for  Eoman  features. 
I  thought  I  saw  some  Othos,  and  now  an^  then  a 
Gb,lba ;  but  not  a  line  of  a  republican  countenance 
to  be  seen  among  them  1  But  enough  —  as  this 
is  not  my  preseTit  letter,  but  my  old  letter,  I  will 
begin  the  other  on  a  new  sheet. 

"  Having  finished,  on  this  blessed  27th  of  April, 
my  letter  to  you  of  the  2nd  of  last  December,  I 
have  only  one  request  to  make  to  you,  my  dear 
Anne,  and  for  heaven's  sake,  not  to  command  me 
to  write  any  more  of  my  nonsense  over  again,  for 
notwithstanding  the  complete  idleness  in  which  I 
find  myself  at  this  benumbed  Congress,  it  is  the 
hardest  work  I  ever  attempted  in  my  life.    My 
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chit-chat  may  be  somewhat  palatable  at  the  first 
seething,  but  it  must  be  mawkish  enough  at  the 
second  heating.  Now  that  I  find  myself  writing 
my  present  letter,  i  feel  quite  another  man^  and 
that  you  shall  see. 

"  This  country,  I  pronounce,  is  not  worth  living 
in,  because,  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  there  is 
not  one  ounce  of  genuine  love  to  be  found  in  the 
whole  extent  of  Bulgaria.  Now,  my  dear  friend, 
you  know  that  from  my  cradle  upwards,  I  am 
Theodosius  the  Second,  *A11  for  love,  or  the 
world  well  lost.'  I  have  looked  every  Turkish 
man  whom  I  have  met  deep  into  the  eye  (their 
ladies  I  have  taken  in  a  difierent  point  of  view), 
and  I  have  not  discovered  a  single  ray  of  that 
sensibility  which  melts  men's  hearts  (without 
impairing  in  the  least  their  manly  courage)  into 
that  species  of  tender  Gullibility  which  marries 
the  minds  as  well  as  the  bodies  of  the  two  sexes ; 
and  bythe  happy  transfer  of  authority  firom  the 
strong  to  .the  weak,  renders  every  handsome  wife, 
in  our  hen-pecked  (and  consequently  blessed) 
Christendom,  the  despotic  sovereign  of  her 
domestic  domain.  These  Mussulmen  are  made 
of  iron  —  cold,  and  rusty  iron — they  will  not 
bend  to  happiness;  and  woman,  sweet  woman, 
(that  dear,  queer,  irresistible,  and  unriddle-able 
divinity)  in  their  estimation,  of  little  more  value 
or  animation  than  a  leg  of  mutton !  I  have 
proved  to  you  on  former  occasions,  my  dear  Anne, 
that  the  Ottoman  empire  cannot  stand  long.  You 
are  now  convinced  that  with  such  men  and  women 
in  it,  it  does  not  signify  a  button  if  it   should 
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tumble  to  shivers  to-morrow.  I  am  quite  of  your 
mind^  in  a  moral  and  physical  (though  not  in  a 
political)  light,  and  my  third  observation  shall 
prove  why  the  rulers  of  cabinets  must  keep  it  on 
its  legs  as  long  as  they  can. 

"If  Turkey  could  tumble  into  the  sea,  good 
and  well.  But,  alas  I  the  case  is  quite  otherwise. 
Every  bit  that  crumbles  from  its  consistency  falls 
into  the  clutches  of  a  certain  northern  dame,  who 
has  lately  fallen  into  an  ugly  habit  of  slaughter- 
ing the  human  race  by  twenty  and  thirty  thousand 
at  a  time,  and  only  for  the  pleasure  of  filling  a 
page  in  a  newspaper.  I  am  bold  to  say,  that  if 
we  allowed  that  lady  to  proceed  westward,  with 
the  same  humane  propensities,  and  an  unconquer- 
able thirst  of  acquisition,  she  might,  at  length, 
become  a  troublesome  neighbour  to  some  of  our 
Christian  princes,  who  are  weak  enough  to  think 
extirpation  but  a  poor  amusement.  Ergo  —  Selim 
the  Third  is  to  be  supported  on  his  sublime  sofa ; 
and  it  has  been  very  properly  determined  that  the 
said  carniverous  lady  shall  be  prevailed  upon  to 
make  a  few  retrograde  steps  into  her  quondam 
boundaries.  The  Ottomans  are  to  be  left  to 
dwindle  down  in  their  own  dull  way,  whilst  her 
ladyship  will  be  at  full  liberty  to  cut  and  carve 
her  native  subjects  in  the  manner  best  suited  to 
her  stout  appetite. 

"  Thus,  my  dear  Anne,  I  have  enlightened  you 

on  a  variety  of  subjects,  and  in  such  a  manner 

that  you  may  (and  doubtless  will)  flash  Bulgarian 

information  on  the  minds  of  all  your  choice  cronies. 
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It  only  remains  for  me  to  request  of  yon  to  tell 
their  daughters  and  nieces  (for  your  cronies 
themselves  are  somewhat  stricken  in  years)  that 
there  is  a  great  man  of  your  kindred,  a  knight^ 
and  privy-coimcillor,  who,  with  all  the  bloom  of 
threescore,  the  wealth  of  a  Keith,  and  the  vivacity 
of  a  ripe  plenipo,  has  a  formal  promise  firom  the 
Grand  Turk  to  be  made  a  two-tailed  pacha  (if  not 
a  three)  in  the  month  of  Jime;  and  who  means 
next  year,  about  the  fell  of  the  leaf,  to  select  to 
himself  a  pacha-ess,  amongst  the  meekest^  mildest, 
and  modestest  misses  of  Caledonia.  I  foresee,  my 
dear  sister,  that  the  throng  of  candidate  damsels 
will  be  very  great;  should  it  be  enarmoua — why 
tell  them  for  their  comfort,  that  I  can  obtain  from 
my  friend,  the  mufti,  a  valid  licence  (and  I  speak 
it.  not  rashly)  to  bring  on  my  board  every  day, 
three  legs  of  matrimonial  mutton  instead  of  one. 
Such  are  the  privileges  entailed  on  a  successful 
negotiator  in  the  Ottoman  empire ! 

**  Perhaps  you  are  curious  to  leam  some  of  those 
domestic  occurrences  which  peculiarly  mark  my 
living  and  amusements  here.  Know  then,  that 
my  principal  court-yard,  containing  seventeen  feet 
in  length  by  eleven  and  a  half  in  breadth,  has,  by 
the  united  labours  of  my  old. and  trusty  servants,  i 
been  lately  tortured  into  what  they  are  pleased  to 
call  an  English  garden.  In  the  above  space,  with 
the  assistance  of  two  stunted  apple  trees  and  one 
apricot  ditto,  together  with  a  ragged  vine,  and 
three  rose-bushes,  they  have  famished  me  serpen- 
tine walks,  shady  arbours,  with  a  due  proportion 
of  lawn  and  shrubbery. 
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The  great  difficulty  was  —  with  what  to  sow  my 
garden;  as  no  seed  whatsoever  was  to  be  found 
here.  These  good  people  at  length  discovered  two 
pounds  of  mustard-seed  in  the  hands  of  a  Greek 
merchant:  they  have  sowed  the  whole  premises 
with  that  seed,  and  I  trust  that  with  incessant 
industry,  and  the  fine  growing  rains  we  have  had 
of  late,  I  shall  have  as  fine  a  crop  of  mustard-seed 
as  any  landholder  in  Bulgaria!  My  second 
gardener,  Mr.  Jack  Ferguson,  thanks  you  kindly 
for  inquiring  into  his  parentage  and  education. 
His  sire  (a  lame  barber  in  London)  yielded  to  me 
this,  his  only  son,  as  valet-de-chambre,  in  his 
tenth  year,  and  as  he  has  only  served  me  for 
nineteen,  he  is  the  last  come  servant  (save  one) 
in  my  numerous  household.  We  grow  old  and 
keep  merry  aU  together. 

''Apnl29th. 

^^  If  anybody  asks  you,  my  dear  Anne,  the  state 
of  politics  here,  and  that  of  my  personal  welfare, 
you  may  show  them  the  enclosed  beautiful  poem, 
which,  I  flatter  myself,  will  prove  two  things. 
First,  that  Ovid,  who  bore  his  exile  in  this  country 
in  so  dastardly  a  manner,  was  a  dirty  fellow  in 
comparison  with  your  brother;  and,  secondly, 
that  the  Koman  poet  did  not  understand  Hugo 
Grrotius  half  so  well  as  I  do. 

"  Adieu,  my  dear  sisters ;  distribute  my  kisses 
and  compliments  in  manner  due  to  all  my  kindred 
and  cronies,  et  vive  la  bagatelle  f    Adieu. 

"R.M.K." 
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*'A  COPY  OF  VERSES  IK  PRAISE  OF  THB 
HUMDRUM  C05GBEB& 

"I  bear  it  affinned,  both  bj  friend  sad  bj  fbe; 
That  happineai  eumot  be  fooAd  here  belov: 
And  that  to  attain  it,  eadi  mortal  arast  go, 
THth  fear  and  with  fiuth,  throng^  the  wicket  U  UmC 
I  bokQj  aesert  that  the  thing  is  not  bo, 
8mot  perfect  felicity,  aa  I  well  know. 
Is  qmet  Tegetaticn,  as  cabbages  grow — 
With  a  stomach  of  iron,  and  a  consdencelikesMv; 
Digesting  a  peace,  and  digesting  it  slow. 
That  each  pithy  word  may  be  pbced  ipropoi. 
In  the  form  of  a  fence,  or  a  palisade — o 
Roond  the  mne  qud  lum^  and  strict  ttrntua  quo. 

Thus,  bless'd  above  all,  is  the  aage  Flenipo^ 
Who  scribUes  gay  nonaeose  from  dull  SUtovoI^ 


SIB  B.  M.  £EITH  TO  HIS  SISTES& 

"iSSw^aw,  May  150,  1791. 

*'  Our  political  bark,  after  lying  three  montibs 
on  her  broadside,  is  again  righted,  and  happily, 
my  dear  Anne,  her  bottom  has  not  suffered  in  the 
least.  We  are  now  fairly  afloat^  and  as  soon  as 
the  rigging  is  overhauled,  and  our  provisions  put 
in  order,  we  shall  set  sail  for  our  blessed  harbour, 
which  we  shall  certainly  reach  in  three  or  four 
weeks'  time.  The  whole  crew  is  now  in  good 
spirits,  and  the  remainder  of  the  voyage  will  be 
pleasant  and  prosperous.    Metaphor  apart — we 
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shall  conclude  on  the  11th  of  June  (when  the 
armistice  ends)  and  our  next  object  must  be  to 
hasten  the  exchange  of  ratifications  between  the 
contracting  parties,  so  that  we  may  clench  every 
nail  in  the  edifice,  and  depart  from  hence,  with 
joy  and  honour^  as  soon  as  we  possibly  can.  It 
has  been  a  hard  and  irksome  piece  of  work,  my 
dear  Anne,  but  when  Te  Dewm  is  once  simg  for 
its  creditable  conclusion,  I  shall  think  all  the 
painful  part  of  my  public  labours  fairly  at  an  end. 
Our  poor  Turkish  colleagues  have  felt  their  heads 
sit  loose  on  their  shoulders  for  the  last  two  months ; 
but  the  exhilarating  and  positive  assurances  we 
gave  them  two  days  ago,  have  nailed  their  noddles 
fast  again ! 

"How  glad  I  shall  be  to  quit  this  inhospitable 
country  I  which,  however,  has  one  excellent 
quality,  that  of  a  wholesome  climate.  It  will  be 
a  comfort  to  me,  and  I  hope  an  honour,  to  the 
end  of  my  days,  to  have  made  this  strange  cam- 
paign in  politics ;  and  every  enjoyment  in  Chris- 
tendom will  have  a  double  relish  from  my  having 
passed  a  winter  in  a  wooden  cage  on  a  rock  ~in 
Bulgaria. 

'*  I  have  not  yet  spoken  a  word  to  a  native  of 
Sistovo,  but  Stuart  (  who  is  an  excellent  political 
apprentice,  and  at  the  same  time  a  top  hand  at 
making  ducks  and  drakes  upon  the  Danube) 
assures  me  that  the  Turkish  boys  are  extremely 
'polite  in  bringing  him  flat  stones  to  pursue  that 
favourite  amusement.  They  even  permit  the  said 
Squire  Stuart,  and  a  cei-tain  Jack  Ferguson,  a 
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servitor  in  in  my  train,  to  shoot  the-  sparrows  in 
their  hedges  with  all  manner  of  debonnairity. 
Those  two  traits  of  the  national  character  of  the 
Mussulmen  will  have  their  weight  with  a  damsel 
of  your  penetration,  and  I  dare  say  that  you  will 
conclude  from  thence  that  a  Turkish  laddie  is 
very  like  a  Scotch  laddie,  bating  the  breeka  and 
the  bonnet.  Your  conclusion  is  just,  my  dear 
Anne,  but,  as  to  their  women  ! — I  defy  any  part 
of  the  world  to  produce  such  *  worricows.'  * 

^*  You  must  know,  my  dear  sister,  that  I  hs^e 
from  my  hobble-de-hoyship  upwards,  been  reck- 
oned a  tolerable  connoisseur  in  female  beauty; 
and  as  such  I  promised  to  display  my  skill  among 
these  Mussul-women.  But  in  order  to  describe  a 
race  of  women,  I  hold  it  to  be  a  necessary  point 
either  to  see  a  few  inches  of  their  flesh,  or  to  have 
a  glimpse  of  their  features.  Not  a  hair's-breadth 
beyond  the  eye,  and  the  rest  of  the  sack  may  be 
filled  with  alabaster  or  Newcastle  coal,  for  aught 
I  know.  I  have  told  you  this  before,  I  believe, 
but  it  goes  to  my  heart,  and  I  cannot  complain  of 
it  too  often  1  As  to  speech,  they  have  no  need  of 
it,  for  they  speak  to  nobody  but  their  husbands, 
and  what  the  deuce  can  they  have  to  say,  who 
have  710  idea^  f 

**I  figure  to  myself  a  happy  Turkish  couple 
who  have  reposed  together  on  one  sofa  for  a 
dozen  years,  and  worn  to  very  rags  their  shreds 
of  passion,  and  crumbs  of  conversation,  as  the 

*  Anglidf  BcarecrowSi 
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consumination  of  human  misery  I  Not  even  a 
chance  of  strife  between  them.  For  I  defy  the 
cleverest  woman  in  Turkey  to  keep  up  a  quarrel 
with  her  tyrant  even  for  half  an  hour,  as  she  has 
nobody  but  himself  to  complain  of,  or  to  com- 
plain to,  and  is  a  total  stranger  to  all  the  degrees 
of  comparison !  But  I  lose  my  temper ;  and  that 
is  unbecoming  in  a  mediating  minister.  There* 
fore  no  more  about  those  dowdies;  they  are  the 
most  untempting  females  that  ever  I  did  —  not 
see  !    Now  for  a  short  chapter  about  self. 

**I  am  as  well  as  your  Tron  Kirk  with  its 
new  coat  on.  I  am  as  cheerful  as  any  man  can 
be,  who  sees  from  his  window  the  desolated  plains 
of  Wallachia,  and  in  his  court-yard  the  Janissaries 
of  despotism.  By  the  by,  these  Janissaries  are 
good-conditioned  sort  of  gentry,  and  agree  ex- 
tremely well  with  ail  my  people;  nay,  though 
they  are  grave  men,  and  whiskered  men,  I  saw 
them  t'other  day  condescend  to  engage  with  my 
footman  in  an  cmiicdble  battle  with  snow-balls ; 
when  Turkish  turbans,  and  Christian  hats,  were 
alternately  smitten  to  the  ground  with  great  dex- 
terity. 

^' There  is  a  Serjeant  of  the  Janissaries,  a 
Sai'acen  Turk,  of  portly  stature,  &nd  solemn  de- 
meanour, who  has  not  smiled  these  twenty  years, 
and  may  one  day  be  Grand  Vizier,  for  aught  that 
I  know.  He  is  a  man  of  authority,  who  has  all 
the  tediousness  of  an  emperor.  Yet  (we  are  all 
frail)  I  saw  his  serjeantship  t'other  mornings 
enjoying  a  little  childish  pastime  in  endeavouring 
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to  smother  in  the  snow  a  poor  rat,  which  had 
escaped  from  one  of  my  confectioner's  atveet 
boxes. 

'*  You  see,  my  dear  Anne,  how  well  I  describe 
the  Turkish  manners  and  government  in  fur- 
nishing you  with  *the  secrets  of  the  Ottoman 
empire  laid  bare  to  the  meanest  capacity.'  I 
forgot  to  tell  you  one  important  remark  I  have 
made,  which  is,  that  the  custom  of  seeing  an  old 
cobbler  very  busy  at  the  comer  of  every  street, 
is  Turkish  as  well  as  Christian ;  whence  you  may 
draw  an  hypothesis  upon  the  universality  of  all 
good  customs.  The  custom,  however,  of  glass  to 
your  windows,  beds  for  your  bodies,  shirts  to 
your  backs,  or  any  other  instrument  for  eating 
(save  fingers)  has  not  yet  reached  Bulgaria. 
They  are  yet  unknown  to  the  Waiwode!  of  whom 
it  is  proper  you  should  know,  in  the  first  place, 
that  he  farms  this  town  from  the  reigning  Sul- 
tan's third  sister,  Hatig6  Sultana  (that's  the 
lady's  name),  and  pays  her  ten  thousand  pounds 
sterling  per  annum  for  pin-money,  and  the  pri- 
vilege of  fleecing  the  inhabitants.  I  fancy  that 
his  worship  shears  them  to  the  quicks  and  there- 
fore I  tell  you  secondly  (and  for  your  comfort), 
that  he  is  dying  of  dropsy  !  But  alas  !  another 
Waiwode  will  buy  them  of  our  friend  HatigS,  and 
shorn  they  will  be,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

"  You  are  so  much  of  a  Mahometan,  my  dear 
Anne,  as  to  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
penitential  moon  of  Eamazan,  in  the  midst  of 
which  we  now  are.     No  Mussulman  can,  during 
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this  month,  either  eat,  drink,  or  smoke  tobacco, 
whilst  the  sun  is  above  the  horizon;  nay,  the 
abstinence  is  so  rigid,  that  a  Turk  dare  not  wet 
his  parched  throat  by  swallowing  his  spittle.  To 
encounter  these  castigations  manfully  (and  par- 
ticularly the  privation  of  the  pipe,  which  to  them 
is  the  worst  of  all),  our  friends,  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries, have  adopted  the  sage  resolution  of  sleep- 
ing all  day,  and  indulging  their  appetites  in  the 
night.  However,  such  is  the  public  spirit  of 
their  Excellencies,  that  on  our  proposing  to  them 
the  renewal  of  the  general  conferences,  they  nobly 
oflfered  to  face  the  abstemious  sun  from  ten  in 
the  morning  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  three  days 
in  every  week !  You  may,  therefore,  my  dear 
sisters,  lay  your  account  with  our  being  at  the 
eve  of  our  signature  by  the  time  this  letter 
reaches  Princes  Street. 

**  In  the  mean  time,  let  the  newspapers  amuse 
themselves,  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  with 
forging  a  number  of  idle  tales  about  our  Con- 
gress, which,  indeed,  n'ever  had,  nor  will  have, 
i\j&feUow. 

Amongst  the  oddities  of  it,  there  is  one  which 
I  must  mention.  We  are  (including  Turks)  eight 
ministers  —  men  of  expense,  full  of  money  and 
of  health,  and  we  shall  soon  have  ended  our  sixth 
month  of  residence  in  Bulgaria ;  during  all  which 
time  not  one  of  us  has  ever  set  his  foot  in  coach, 
chaise,  or  carriage  of  any  sort.  Such  a  pedes- 
trian Congress  never  existed  in  the  annals  of 
modern  history  I 
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^*  We  have  been  fed  from  Vienna,  Hermanstadt 
in  Transylvania,  Bucharest^  and  Constantinople ; 
this  town  producing  little  else  than  excellent 
water  and  good  fish.  Our  wines  have  been  from 
all  the  kingdoms  of  Europe ;  our  pheasants  from 
Hungary,  our  capons  from  Styria,  our  oranges 
and  lemons  from  the  islands  of  Scio  and  Naxos ; 
and  to  crown  all  our  LucuUan  luxury — the  King 
of  Naples  once  sent  us  a  piece  of  roasted  veal 
(true,  my  dear  Anne,  though  very  Kke  a  mon- 
strous liel)  from  Sorrento,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Naples.  •  Ay  —  and  the  veal  arrived  as  sweet 
and  good  as  ever  was  tasted  1  You,  my  dear 
Anne,  have  read  this  paragraph  to  half  a  score 
of  your  cronies,  and  not  one  of  them  believes  it ; 
why.  Jet  them  come  to  Sistovo,  if  they  dare, 
—  or  go  to  Sorrento — if  they  prefer  it, —  to  con- 
vict me ! 

^'  But  since  I  am  in  the  humour  of  telling  you 
marvels,  here  goes  another.  We  are  about  a 
hundred  Christians  (I  mean  real,  not  Greek 
Christians),  and  there  are  five  and  twenty  thou- 
sand Turkish  inhabitants  in  Sistovo.  Now  I 
pawn  my  credit,  that  no  one  man  of  us  ever  held 
one  minute's  conversation,  or  had  the  smallest 
grain  of  social  intercourse,  with  a  single  Sistovite, 
male  or  female.  The  fair  aacha  are  now  become 
brownish  in  their  garments,  instead  of  jet  black. 
But  if  any  one  of  us  or  our  attendants  dares  to 

*  What  would  Sir  E.  M.  Keith's  TMiUre  cThotd  have  thought 
of  sahnon  and  grouse  axnTing  in  prime  order  in  the  East 
Indies? 
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boast  of  having  seen  with  his  own  eyes  the  first 
hair's-breadth  of  a  Mussulwoman's  nose,  I  brand 
him  to  the  public  as  a  vain-glorious  vaunter.  A 
more  decorous  Congress,  therefore,  than  this  has 
been,  the  world  never  saw. 

"You,  my  dear  Anne,  have  a  few  valuable 
acquaintances  in  this  town,  and  you  will  expect 
some  particulars  concerning  them.  The  amiable 
gentleman  who  stole  my  Mehmandar's  watch  and 
purse,  is  now  chained  to  a  wheelbarrow  at  Widdin; 
and  your  dropsical  admirer,  the  quondam  Wai- 
wode,  is  gone  on  a  visit  to  the  Grand  Vizier. 
You  will  recollect  that  I  told  you,  that  in  pro- 
portion as  the  tympany  increased  in  the  carcase 
of  his  Waiwodeship,  his  purse  swelled  at  a  mon- 
strous rate  by  the  heavy  exactions  squeezed  from 
the  poor  Sistovites.  The  Grand  Vizier  (being 
probably  determined  to  free  the  Waiwode  from 
both  these  incumbrances  at  once)  had  the  good- 
ness to  insist  on  his  going  to  pass  a  few  days  in 
his  camp,  where  both  the  tappings  are  now  per- 
forming, and  I  will  answer  for  the  success  of  the 
pecuniary  evacuation.  My  love  with  the  white 
hand  has  been  sent  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  to 
save  her  from  the  danger  of  our  mutual  passion : 
which,  indeed,  had  risen  to  a  most  perilous  height, 
especially  on  her  side.  My  faithful  Achates,  the 
Honourable  Captain  William  Stuart,  desires  his 
love  to  you.  His  young  wolves  have  devoured  his 
favoiudte  falcon,  and  two  of  his  tortoises :  his  pet 
fox  plays  like  a  kitten,  and  now  and  then  break- 
fasts on  one  of  my  chickens.    His  Turkish  horse 


416  THE  BOICANCB  OF  DIPLOMACT. 

does  not  run  away  with  him  above  twice  a  week. 
His  chum,  Mehemiet  (one  of  my  Janissaries), 
having  gone  to  the  wars,  he  has  taken  mightily, 
of  late,  to  another  of  these  warriors,  who  is  con- 
stantly about  the  house,  and  who  is  as  proper- 
looking  an  Ottoman  as  one  can  wish  to  see.  Jack 
Ferguson  has  purchased  a  deadly  Turkish  gun, 
with  which  he  has  slain  three  —  sparrows !  and,  in 
short,  my  dear  Anne,  we  have  all  been  keenly 
active,  every  one  in  his  way. 

*' May  nth. 

"  My  preceding  sheet  of  my  own  Keith  nonsense 
being  happily  filled  with  hardly  a  dash  of  politics, 
I  am  not  fool  enough  to  engage  this  morning  in  a 
detail  of  changes  in  England,  with  which  you  are 
acquainted  two  months  ere  they  can  reach  me. 
With  the  assurance  (in  confidence)  that  I  can 
be  no  loser  by  any  of  them,  I  bid  you  heartily 
adieu! 

«E.  M.  K" 


"  Huzzah !  great  joy  on  Bessy 's   son  and 

heir !     Your  letter  just  arrived." 

•  •...» 

[Human  patience  (at  least  as  dealt  out  to  any, 
save  mediating  ministers)  would  fail  in  pursuing, 
as  well  as  any,  save  diplomatic  slaves  of  the  lamp, 
would  shrink  from  tracing  the  windings  of  that 
maze  of  novel  subtleties  in  which  Austrian  chicane 
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sought,  in  the  renewed  conferences,  to  entangle 
the  dogged,  but  fax  more  honest  disciples  of  Ma- 
homet. And  when  the  object  of  these  manoeuvres, 
worthy  of  the  Jesuits-education  of  their  author,  is 
seen  to  be  some  petty  deviation  in  the  proposed 
line  of  frontier  between  the  empires,  a  matter  of 
"  sport,"  or  at  least  Uttle  moment^  to  the  Emperor, 
while  its  concession  might  have  been  "  death  "  to 
the  poor  trembling  Turkish  negotiators — their 
new-bom  firmness  (the  result  of  desperation)  and 
the  care  of  the  mediators  not  to  see  them  over- 
reached, while  the  faith  of  their  own  Courts  was 
pledged  for  fair  and  equal  dealing,  could  alone 
reconcile  any  one  to  the  details  of  days  of  dismal 
litigation,  the  salient  points  of  which  (in  justice 
to  one  doomed,  as  best  he  might,  to  ait  them  otU) 
miist  be  briefly  given. — Ed.] 


SIB  B.  H.  EEITH  TO  LOBD  AUCKLAND. 
[No,  62. — JBy  Prussian  Messenger,'] 

*' Sistovo,  June  7th. 

"My  Lord, 

**My  preceding  No.  was  written  with 
the  intention  of  forwarding  it  by  this  day's  post, 
but  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  Austrian  min- 
isters in  the  meeting  of  this  morning  having  made 
it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Prussian  minister 
to  dispatch  a  messenger  to  Berlin,  I  shall  send  by 
him  these  two  letters,  to  be  forwarded  to  White- 

VOL.  m  E  B 
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hall  should  any  safe  opportunity  occur,  if  not^  to 
be  taken  up  by  the  messenger  Shaw,  whom  I 
shall  send  ofif  to  England  on  Thursday  night,  with 
the  result  of  the  last  conference  (at  least  for  a 
time)  of  this  Congress. 

"The  conference  of  this  morning  was  opened  by 
a  few  words  I  made  use  of  to  express  my  ardent 
wish  that  in  a  chamber  dedicated  to  pacification, 
the  work  of  this  day  might  forward  the  attainment 
of  that  most  desirable  object.  The  Ottomans 
oflFered  to  sign  the  peace  instantly,  conformably 
to  the  statris  quo,  and  appealed  to  the  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Being  for  the  truth  of  their  uniform 
adherence  to  one  pri/nciple ;  calling,  at  the  same 
time,  for  the  wrath  of  Heaven  to  punish  those 
who  had  swerved  from  that  straight  line  of 
conduct. 

"Similar  reproaches  were  bandied  back  and 
forward  several  times,  when  Baron  Herbert  pro- 
duced from  his  inexhaustible  pocket  a  paper,  a 
copy  of  which  I  inclose.  I  have  only  to  remark, 
that  the  words  in  it,  "Sans  rompre  le  CongrSs/^ 
were  added  to  the  original  on  my  representation. 
We  told  them  we  would  consider  its  purport  a 
few  minutes,  and  the  Imperialists  left  us. 

"We  sent  for  the  dragoman  of  the  Porte,  Prince 
Morusi,  to  give  him  notice  of  the  resolution  taken 
by  the  Austrian  ministers  to  return  to  Bucharest 
on  Thursday ;  and  we  desired  him  to  inquire  and 
to  inform  us  what  answer  the  Ottomans  would 
give  to  such  a  declaration,  which  (though  highly 
disagreeable  at  the  present  moment)  was  con- 
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formable  to  precedents  established  by  European 
Powers  at  various  Congresses. 

**  He  brought  us  back  more  than  one  Oriental 
idea,  conceived  by  the  Turkish  ministers ;  the  last 
and  most  feasible  of  which  was,  that  they  would 
repair  to  the  Congress  chamber  every  day  of  the 
remaining  fimr^  till  the  expiration  of  the  armi- 
stice. That  on  the  last  of  those  days,  if  they  had 
not  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  Austrians  in  Con- 
gress, they  would  deposit  in  the  hands  of  the 
mediators  their  final  declaration,  and  appeal  to  oR 
Eurcype,  The  Turks  being  exceedingly  tenacUme 
of  this  idea,  we  acquiesced  in  it. 

"  Being  again  assembled  in  Congress,  M.  Herbert 
read  his  farewell  paper,  and  M.  Lucchesini  the 
above-mentioned  note.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
latter,  I  spoke  these  words,  ^^Commeministre  me- 
diateur,  je  ne  puis  qu'exprimer  et  nourrir  les 
memes  esperances."  Baron  Haeften  expressed  the 
same  hopes.  Thus  ended  the  business  of  the  day, 
leaving  us  little  hope  of  a  favourable  issue.  Happy 
shall  I  be  to  announce  a  better  imderstanding  be- 
tween the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  till  when 
our  present  labours  must  remain  suspended. 

**  I  beg  leave  to  add  one  remark,  which  I  am 
confident  is  well  founded.  The  Congress  of  Sis- 
tovo  has  for  the  last  two  months  and  more,  been 
turned  to  various  purposes  by  the  secret  ascen- 
dency of  the  higher  powers,  and  their  negotiators 
have  been  mere  puppets.  I  am  persuaded  your 
lordship  has  already  turned  an  eye  to  Petersburgh 
for  all  the  springs  which  gave  rise  to  so  many 
s  B  2 
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desultory  directions^  and  have  now  put  a  stop  to 
our  motions. 

'*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

[Private,'] 
LORD  AUCSXAin)  TO  SIR  B.  H.  KEITH. 

"Hague,  June  9th,  1791. 

'*Mt  dear  Sir, 

**  I  yesterday  received  and  forwarded  your 
very  interesting  dispatches  of  the  18th  and  20th 
May. 

*^  Without  a  chart  to  explain  the  6th  Article  of 
Baron  Herbert's  project,  and  without  more  know- 
ledge of  the  topography  of  the  Turkish  frontiers 
than  1  possess,  I  caimot  frame  any  idea  of  the  in- 
trinsic value  of  this  new  demand.  I  am  content, 
therefore,  to  admire  in  silence  **  la  distinction  si 
belle  et  si  neuve  dun  status  quo  strict  de  droit  et 
de  faity  qui  se  rrwdifie  Vunpar  V autre!  "  You  will 
do  me  the  justice  to  recollect,  that  I  foretold  to 
you,  so  long  ago  as  last  December,  that  you  must 
expect "  quelqae  tour  d^esca/mota^e  de  cette  esph^J^ 
And  I  did  not  believe  it  the  less,  because  Prince 
Kaimitz  was  at  the  time  assuring  us  that  such  a 
proposition  would  never  be  brought  forward  as  a 
pretension,  but  would  only  be  suggested,  subject 
to  one  previous  occurrence,  and  au  bon  grS  des 
Turcs.  I  equally  admire  the  timing  of  this  de- 
mand so  critically  at  the  close  of  the  armistice. 
As  to  the  point  itself,  unless  the  districts  de- 
manded are  of  essential  and  solid  importance  to 
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the  Porte,  I  heartily  hope  that  they  may  be  ceded 
with  the  best  grace  possible.  It  is  worth  some 
sacrifice  in  this  business,  aa  it  has  been  in  some 
others,  to  unmask  the  characters  and  principles  of 
those  with  whom  we  have  to  do  in  this  world. 
There  is  a  moral  justice  in  politics  which,  sooner 
or  later,  brings  a  day  of  retribution.  I  sincerely 
wish,  therefore,  that  the  Turks  may  have  accepted 
the  project  with  such  modifications  or  corrections 
as  they  can  obtain.  If,  in  retimi,  they  require 
that  all  the  new  works  constructed  in  their  for- 
tified places  to  be  restored  by  the  Austrians  be 
left  untouched,  it  would  be  reasonable  and  would, 
I  think,  be  granted.  I  wish  to  God  you  were 
clear  of  Sistovo,  and  once  more  at  the  fountain- 
head  of  all  these  little  manoeuvres !  You  must  be 
sick  to  death  of  your  Turkish  village ! 

"Monsieur  Lucchesini  had  written  to  Monsieur 
Henfner  at  this  place,  on  the  subject  of  his  strange 
pretension  about  signature* ;  I  imagine  that  Henf- 
ner's  answer  will  quiet  him.  A  circumstance  some- 
what of  a  similar  nature  happened  at  Madrid 
under  the  late  and  present  kings  of  Spain.  The 
ambassadresses  go  at  the  same  time  to  Court,  and 
to  Court  ceremonies;  but  they  are  received  se- 
parately and  singly.  It  was  necessary,  therefore, 
to  decide  between  the  English  and  the  Sardi- 
nian, and  the  decision  waa  given  in  favour  of  the 

*  The  daim  resisted  by  Sir  B.  Mtcrray  Keith,  fbr  precedence, 
or  eyen  exact  equality  on  the  part  of  the  King  of  Ptnssia,  and 
his  own  Soveveign. 

S«3 
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former,  and  strictly  maintained ;  the  latter  being  a 
crowned  head  only  of  the  present  century. 

"Adieu,  my  dear  Sir  Robert  I  expect  in  five 
or  six  days  the  first  messages  firom  Petei-sburgh. 
I  trust  that  after  competent  delays,  we  shall  end 
in  a  general  pacification  somehow.  I  recommend 
this  to  Mr.  Stratton,  who  discharges  your  functions 
ably  and  satisfactorily. 

"  Yours  most  sincerely, 

"  AUCKXAND.'' 

SIB  B.  M.  KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEB. 

"  aistow,  June  9th,  1791. 

«  All  my  laughing  humour  has  left  me,  for  this 
last  month,  my  dear  Anne,  though  I  never  was 
better  in  point  of  health,  in  my  whole  life.  I 
have  deferred  writing  to  you  in  hopes  of  a  more 
propitious  turn  in  our  affairs.  It  has  not  taken 
place ;  but  I  cannot  relinquish  all  hope  of  it.  I 
told  you  in  my  last,  that  we  had  got  our  political 
bark  once  more  afloat,  and  were  sailing  with  afsdr 
wind  for  our  destined  harbour. 

*^  Yes,  my  dear  friend ;  but  the  Austrian  Cabinet 
thought  proper,  on  a  sudden,  to  bore  two  or  three 
holes  in  her  bottom  (for  which  Lord  forgive  them ! ) 
and  with  all  our  pumps  at  work,  we  can  hardly 
keep  her  firom  sinking.  We  have  no  less  than  six 
feet  water  in  the  hold  at  this  moment;  yet  I  (who 
am  a  pretty  hardy  sailor)  will  strain  every  nerve 
to  bring  her  safe  into  port. 

^*  Metaphor  apart.     The  Austrians  peremptorily 
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demand  what  the  Turks  as  peremptorily  refuse. 
The  latter  have  solemn  treaties,  and  indisputable 
right  on  their  side,  and  besides,  are  desirous  to 
keep  their  own  heads  on  their  shoulders. 

**  The  Austrians  are  haughty,  seem  inflexible, 
and  endeavour  to  intimidate  the  Ottomans.  With 
that  view,  they  declared  to  us  on  Tuesday,  that 
they  should  set  out  from  hence  on  Thursday,  to 
make  a  tour  to  Bucharest ;  but  without  dissolving 
the  Congress,  and  ready  to  return  hither,  at  our 
first  invitation. 

*^The  Turks  promised  to  give  an  answer  in 
writing  to  the  Austrians  in  the  Congress  this 
morning,  (Thursday)  and  to  that  meeting  I  am 
now  going.  At  my  return  I  shall  add  a  few  lines 
to  this  hasty  letter,  and  in  a  few  hours  after  I 
shall  dispatch  a  messenger  to  England.  Adieu,  my 
dear  sisters.  I  have  had  a  hard  time  of  it  for 
these  last  seven  months — and  all  for  this!  But 
I  have  done  what  mortal  man  can  do  (and  all 
parties  acknowledge  it)  to  keep  matters  right ;  and 
if  the  Empress  of  Eussia  had  not  maintained  a 
dangerous  ascendency  at  Vienna,  which  thwarted 
all  our  best  purposes— we  jpust  infallibly  have 
succeeded.     God  bless  you. ! 

"  June  9th,    Jftemoon, 

"  The  conference  of  this  forenoon  was  peremp- 
tory on  all  sides,  but  not  boisterous.  The  Aus- 
trians passed  the  Danube  an  hour  ago,  after  taking 
a  very  polite  (but  not  a  formal  leave)  and  promis- 
ing to  return.     All  this  is  black,  very  black  I  but 

B  X  4 
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I  think  my  pumps  begin  to  work  a  little  more 
freely  than  they  did^  and  there  is  half  an  inch  less 
water  in  the  hold.  We  mediators,  and  the  Mus- 
sulmen  (men  they  have  shown  themselves  by  their 
behaviour  of  this  day)  remain  steady  at  Sistovo. 
Eemember,  my  dear  Anne,  never  to  breed  your 
sons  Pleniposl^ 

[Most  Secret] 
SIB  B.  H.  KEITH  TO  MB.  STBITTON.* 

"Sistovo,  June  19th,  1791. 

**  I  write  you  this  very  confidential  letter,  my 
dear  Stratton,  by  Mr.  Tarrant,  brother-in-law  to 
Marquis  Lucchesini,  who  goes  to  Vienna  as  courier 
with  many  interesting  matters  of  which  the 
Marquis  has  imder  the  seal  of  seeresy^  and  for  the 
good  of  the  common  cause,  given  me  the  most 
distinct  details,  which  relate  to  the  business  in 
which  Fuimus^  has  been  so  long  and  fruitlessly 
engaged.  1.  does  not  know  to  what  degree  20  is 
informed,  and  Murrays-hallJ  shall  always  keep 
that  to  himself.  • 

But  it  is  necessary,  and  even  expressly  ordered 
by  30  §  that,  15  should  not,  for  the  present,  be  let 

*  Sir  E.  M.  K's  Secretary  of  Legation,  left  as  C5harg6 
d'  Af&ires  at  Vienna.  Tlus  scrap  is  given  as  a  specimen  of  that 
slight  snd  common  cypher,  in  which  numbers  instead  of  repre- 
senting evert/  word,  onty  stand  for  jwpoper  names. 

t  This  epithet  for  the  eacL  of  Elgin,  is  dexiyed  from  his  motto^ 
the  royal  one  of  Brace. 

I  Sir  Kobert  Keith  himself —  so  styled  from  his  estate^  ac- 
cording to  Scottish  custom. 

S  The  King  of  Pmiasia. 
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into  any  part  of  those  secrets.  I  am  therefore 
requested  to  give  it  to  21  upon  his  honour,  to  re- 
frain from  all  paitieipation  to  15,  or  to  any  other 
person  respecting  the  matters,  themselves,  or  the 
mission  of  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  who  will  pro- 
bably, and  perhaps  seeretly,  join  25*,  wherever  he 
may  be.  Forgive  me,  my  dear  Stratton,  if  I  wrap 
up  all  this  in  so  much  mystery  (not  having  time 
for  cypher);  it  was  on  this  condition  that  the  con- 
fidence to  me  was  rendered  so  complete^  and  I 
pawned  my  woixi  for  your  discretion.  I  have  only 
one  word  to  add,  my  dear  friend,  which  is  that 
upon  my  honour,  I  think  the  steps  now  taken  by 
30  towards  25  are  the  most  proper  in  every 
respect  that  the  actual  situation  of  afiGsiirs  could 
suggest. 

**  Adieu,  my  trusty  friend,  this  whole  affair 
remains  an  absolute  secret  between  you  and  your 
faithful 

[Private.] 
LOBD  AUCKLAND  TO  SIB  B.  M.   KEITH. 

'^Eoffue,  June  2Sth,  1791. 

^'Mtdeab  Sib, 

**  I  wril^  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
forming you  that  Shaw  arrived  here  with  your 
very  important  dispatches  on  the  24tb,  and  was 
^forwarded  to  England,  by  the  first  boat  that  could 

*  The  Emperae. 
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sail.    His  passage  will  have  been  slow,  for  we  have 
strong  westerly  winds, 

"I  need  not  inform  you  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Imperial  plenipotentiaries,  which  surprises  many, 
does  not  surprise  me.  You  know  that  I  did  not 
expect  anything  that  could  come  within  the  rules 
either  of  good  faith  or  of  good  policy.  I  have 
long  considered  the  hand  S  Providence  as  bear- 
ing in  an  especial  manner  upon  the  present  es- 
tablished governments  of  Europe,  so  as  to  make 
them  operate  blindly  and  obstinately  towards  their 
own  destruction,  towards  the  general  anarchy  of 
mankind,  and  a  vast  scene  of  wild  calamity  and 
carnage. 

"Nothing  less  than  a  special  Providence,  for 
some  unknown  purpose,  can  explain  the  measures 
of  the  Vienna  ministry.  Having  persuaded  them- 
themselves  that  the  Beichenbach  Convention  was 
disgraceful  to  their  empire  (in  which,  by  the  by, 
I  totally  diflfer  from  them,  for  I  think  it  a  wise 
treaty,  if  they  had  honourably  and  cheerfully  ex- 
ecuted it),  they  attempt  to  cover  the  supposed  dis- 
grace by  allowing  Monsieur  Herbert  to  introduce 
and  maintain  subterfuges  and  chicanes  which 
would  have  disgraced  a  Jesuit  in  his  cell.  So 
much  for  the  principle.  Next,  as  to  the  policy. 
For  the  sake  of  acquiring  a  miserable  and  imper- 
ceptible addition  of  useless  possession,  they  now 
risk  the  involving  themselves  and  all  Europe  in 
the  calamities  and  embarrassments  of  a  civil  war,* 
at  a  moment  when  it  was  not  only  important  but 
essential  for  the  Emperor  in  every  political,  reli- 
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gious,  moral,  fraternal,  and  social  point  of  view, 
to  have  placed  himself  on  a  most  friendly  under- 
standing with  Prussia  and  the  maritime  powers ; 
and  to  have  had  his  hands  at  liberty  to  act,  where 
alone  it  is  material  to  him  in  particular,  to  his 
honour,  and  the  happiness  of  mankind  in  general, 
that  they  should  act.  We  have  a  very  expressive 
word  in  our  language,  ^infatuation  ;^^  I  do  not 
recollect  any  synonymous  word  in  others;  but  it  is 
the  only  term  that  I  can  give  to  the  conduct  which 
I  have  just  described.  I  lament  it  most  sincerely; 
the  eflfects  will  bear  hard  upon  England,  as  well 
as  upon  other  countries,  but  if  the  bitter  cup  is 
forced  upon  our  lips,  we  must  taste  it. 

"  Having  spoken  of  the  principle  and  policy,  I 
must  add  a  word  as  to  the  execution  and  detail. 
I  do  not  mean  to  go  through  the  long  list  of  the 
Austrian  minutes  and  declarations.  I  sincerely 
pity  Baron  Herbert,  if  he  thought  himself  obliged 
to  put  his  name  to  them,  and  I  hope  that,  for  his 
sake,  they  may  never  be  published  1  But  his  last 
measure,  of  removing  from  the  place  of  Congress, 
deserves  a  word  of  remark.  If  his  demands  had 
been  as  indisputable  as  they  were  the  contrary, 
it  did  not  belong  to  him,  at  least,  to  break  up  or 
separate  the  Congress  which  his  master  had 
demanded,  and  to  which  the  mediation  and 
guarantee  of  other  Powers  had  been  solemnly 
solicited  and  accepted.  I  will  not  pursue  the 
subject  farther;  thank  God,  it  does  not  belong  to 
me  to  decide  respecting  it.  In  the  meantime,  my 
friendship    for  you,  and  my  feelings  as  ^otw* 
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cotintrTinan^  have  made  me  peruse  with  ^pride 
a/nd  pleasure  the  whole  history  of  your  becoming 
conduct  in  such  embarrassing  circumstances. 
"  Ever,  dear  Sir,  most  sincerely  yours, 

"  AUCBXAITD,'' 
[Pnvaie,1 
LOBD  AUCKLAND  TO  SIE  B.  IC.  KSITE. 

^Eoffw,  Jnly  WA»  1791,  A.M. 

«Mt  dbab  Sib, 

^^I  cannot  make  ao  much  use  of  this 
occasion  as  I  coidd  have  wished.  The  messenger 
arrived  late  last  night,  and  another  messeDger 
with  him,  who  is  also  charged  with  vduminons 
dispatches  for  Berlin,  and  inclosures  for  Peters- 
burgh;  and  I  am  charged  to  make,  and  retain 
copies  of  the  whole.  In  short,  I,  and  the  gentle- 
toen  of  my  bureau,  have  been  kept  up  almost  all 
night;  and  I  have  given  my  promise  to  the 
messengers  that  they  shall  quit  my  door  before 
the  clock  strikes  nine  this  mormng. 

"  I  trust  and  hope  that  much  of  what  is  going 
now  to  you  will  be  rendered  useless  by  the  rapid 
course  of  these  eventful  times,  long  before  it 
arrives.  The  Emperor  and  Prince  Kaunitz  have 
at  last  arrived  at  the  happy  circumstance  of 
talking  both  the  same  language.  I  infer  from  it 
that  his  Majesty's  hyauU  will  at  last  take  place 
of  his  minister's  impracticability  and  chicane; 
that  peace  will  take  place  at  Sistovo;  and  also 
that  the  negotiation  will  end  happily  atPeters- 
bjugh.    In  Aort  we  are  getting,  not  uncreditabJy, 
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out  of  the  scrape  into  which  we  had  entangled 
ourselves,  for  the  benefit  of  others.  But  all  this 
is  all  old  history  1  There  is  one  good  purpose  in 
this  messenger's  dispatches.  He  carries  you  leave 
to  return  to  your  post  at  Vienna  1  I  have  long 
and  ardently  wished^  and  have  repeatedly  written 
so  to  Lord  Grenville,  to  have  you  released  out  of 
that  dark,  and  helpless,  and  barbarous  sSjour  of 
Sistovo.  I  hope  that  you  are  very  highly  paid 
for  being  there ;  it  merits  at  least  that  consolation ! 
I  shall  soon  expect  to  hear  that  Baron  Herbert 
has  stepped  oflf  his  stilts  into  the  puddle  of  diplo- 
matic dirt  which  he  has  prepared  for  himself. 
**  Ever  most  sincerely  yours. 

"AUCBXANB. 

"P.S. — It  will  be  a  satisfaction  to  you  to  see 
that  our  new  principal*  is  cordially  and  fully 
sensible  of  the  merits  and  importance  of  your 
conduct  in  all  the  trying  business  of  your  nego- 
tiation." 

SIB  B.  IL  ILEITH  TO  LOBD  GBENVILLE. 

«  Sistovo,  July  im,  1791. 

"It  is  with  infinite  pleasm-e,  my  lord,  that  I 
now  see  the  pacific  negotiation  in  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  bear  a  part,  in  so  fair  a  way  of  being 
brought,  without  further  delay,  to  that  happy 
issue  which  is  so  conformable  to  the  wishes  of  our 
benevolent  sovereign. 

*  Lord  GrenTilIe. 


430  THE  BOHANCE  OF  DIFLOICACT. 

'^  It  is  matter  of  great  satisfiEUition  to  me  to  have 
it  in  my  power  to  say,  that  the  Austrian  ministers 
returned  here  from  Bucharest  last  night.  They 
paid  a  visit  this  morning  to  each  of  the  mediating 
ministers,  and  the  declaration  they  made  to  me, 
singly,  respecting  the  spirit  of  the  instructions 
which  occasioned  their  return  hither,  was  to  the 
following  eflfect: — 

"  That  they  are  ready  to  sign  a  convention  for 
the  renewal  of  the  armistice,  for  a  short  space  of 
time. 

^^That  they  are  authorised  to  proceed  to  the 
signature  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  on  the 
sole  basis  of  the  status  quo  defait,  et  non  pas  db 
DKorr. 

**  That  such  points  as  cannot  be  settled  between 
Austria  and  the  Porte  by  immediate  negotiation, 
shall  be  hereafter  regulated  by  a  separate  con- 
vention. 

*^  That  they  have  orders  to  show  to  the  media- 
ting ministers  in  general,  a  just  and  well  merited 
confidence ;  but  that  they  are  particularly  enjoined 
to  testify  to  the  Prussian  minister,  the  firm 
reliance  which  the  Emperor  places  in  the  friend- 
ship of  the  King  of  Prussia,  with  whom  his 
political  connection  becomes  every  day  more  and 
more  intimate. 

*'  Such,  my  lord,  is  the  fair  prospect  now  before 
us.  The  sudden  departure  of  the  Prussian  mes- 
senger obliges  me  to  confine  myself  to  this  brief 
statement  of  facts. 

^'  I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

«E.  M.K." 
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SIB  B.   M.   KEITH  TO  LOBD   OBENYILLE. 

"  /Swtow,  July  21t\  1791. 

«Mt  Lobd, 

*^  In  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  instant 
the  messenger  WiflSn  delivered  to  me  your  lord- 
ship's dispatches  Nos.  5  and  6. 

"The  very  gracious  manner  in  which  his 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  signify  his  appro- 
bation of  my  zealous  services,  is  to  me  the  best  of 
all  rewards ;  and  would  prove  the  most  powerful 
of  all  incentives  to  redouble  those  eflforts,  if  one 
grain  of  additional  energy  or  eflScacy  could  be 
found  within  the  reach  of  my  poor  abilities, 
beyond  what  I  have  constantly  exerted.*  I  am 
thoroughly  sensible  of,  and  grateful  for,  that 
goodness  which  dictated  to  your  lordship  the 
flattering  expressions  of  esteem  and  confidence 
which  accompany  the  notification  of  the  new 
commission  which  his  Majesty  intends  to  put  into 
my  hands  as  soon  as  the  affiairs  of  this  Congress 
shall  be  terminated. 

*^The  instructions  your  lordship  has  sent  me 
with  regard  to  both  are  clear  and  satisfactory  in 
the  highest  degree,  and  they  shall  be  fulfilled  with 
prudential  caution,  and  undeviating  punctuality. . 

"But  happily  for  the  King's  beneficent  views, 
and  for  your  lordship's  patriotic  Vdshes,  a  great 
part  of  the  instructions  contained  in  No.  5,  is  now 
inapplicable  to  the  state  of  affairs  at  Sistovo,  since 
the  fortunate  turn  they  have  taken,  in  consequence 
of  the  spirited  language  held  by  the  Allied  Powers, 


/ 


^^.^cnce 


432  THl  BOXAVd  OV  mFWMACT. 

at  London,  Berlin,  Vienna,  and  Milan.  We  have 
now,  my  lord,  the  best  grounds  to  beUeve  that  in 
the  oomse  of  eight  or  ten  days,  the  definitiFe 
treaty  of  peace  will  be  signed  here  on  the  original 
principle  of  the  gtatys  quo  ante  beUwm,  and  there 
is  CTery  reason  to  hope  that  the  r^>eated  expb- 
nations  which  ha^e  taken  place  between  the 
BOTereigns  of  Anstna,  England^  and  Pmasia,  will 
not  only  ha^e  served  to  consonmiate  that  wcurk^ 
and  all  its  appendagee,  but  to  establish  a  real  and 
solid  foondation  of  redjH'ocal  esteem  and  confi- 
dence between  those  three  great  monarchsy  whose 
intimate  connection  will  become  the  best  security 
of  the  futore  tranquillity  of  Eurcq>e. 

^  I  am  glad  to  repeat  it,  my  lord,  that  there  is 
no  cause  to  apprehend  that  affidrs  here  should 
&11  once  more  into  that  perplexity  and  danger 
which  would  call  upon  me  to  fulfil  your  lordship's 
eventual  instructions,  with  that  force  which  they 
ought  to  carry  along  with  them«  But  if  (contrary 
to  all  appearances)  such  a  risk  of  disunion  should 
again  be  brought  into  view,  your  lordship's  direc- 
tions for  my  guidance  are  eopplicU,  and  shall,  in 
such  case,  be  zealously  executed. 

**  There  is  but  one  point  of  the  King's  com- 
mands, that  of  my  speedy  return  to  Vienna, 
which  it  does  not  depend  on  me  to  follow  out 
with  that  expedition  which  corresponds  with  my 
own  hearty  wishes.  It  appears  to  me,  my  lord, 
that  indispensable  duly  ties  me  down  to  this  spot^ 
till  it  shall  be  determined  whether  or  not  the  ezi- 
of  affairs  requires  any  arbitration  on  the 
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part  of  the  mediating  ministers,  in  order  to  put 
the  finishing  hand  likewise  to  the  separate  con- 
vention. 

"  Your  lordship  may  be  assured  that  whenever 
I  can  safely  say  to  my  superiors,  and  in  my  own 
conscience,  that  my  commission  here  has  acquired 
that  full  completion  which  his  Majesty  has  a  right 
to  expect  from  a  faithful  servant,  I  shall  hasten 
to  get  out  of  this  miserable  Bulgarian  cage,  and 
return  to  Vienna  witWs  much  expedition  as  de- 
solated countries,  burmig  huts,  and  the  obstacles 
created  by  armies  m  march,  will  permit.  To  be 
the  bearer  of  the  olive  branch  with  honour  to  my 
sovereign,  will  gladden  as  well  as  quicker,  every 
step  of  my  journey. 

(Signed)        *'E.M.  K." 


SIR  B.  M.  KEITH  TO  LORD  GRENVILLE. 

''SUtovo,  Auffust  4th,  1791. 

"  My  Lord, 

**  Nothing  can  exceed  the  pleasure  with 
which  I  acquit  myself  of  a  most  agreeable  duty,  in 
giving  your  lordship  (not  a  detail  of  the  numberless 
formalities  observed  in  this  day's  assembly,  but 
the  certain  information  that  the  signature  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  Austria  and  the 
Porte,  took  place  this  day  m  fvZl  Congress,  and 
that  no  one  diplomatical  sanction  which  can 
authenticate  and  legalise  that  solemn  act,  on  the 
part  of  each  of  the  contracting  powers,  has  been 
omitted. 

VOL.  IL  F  P 
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^  It  was  with  great  satkfiifctkm  tbat  the  medift- 
ting  ministers  were  witnesses  of  the  nnaffiected  joy 
which  the  representatiTes  of  both  of  the  pnncipttl 
parties  diowed  at  the  restontion  of  conoord 
between  the  two  em{Hre&  The  inclosed  copies 
(in  each  of  the  hingoages)  will  famish  the  most 
convincing  proo6  that  the  treaty  is  drawn  up 
with  the  strictest  adherence  to  the  principles  on 
which  his  Majesty's  goarantee,  and  the  fall  pow»s 
he  had  the  goodness  to  intmst  to  me  woe 
foonded. 

^  My  positiTe  duty  ended  with  the  signatore;,  and 
I  should  have  set  out  for  Yienna^  within  the  three 
or  four  days  necessary  for  collecting  the  requisite 
post-horses  at  cTery  stage,  bu^  at  the  earnest 
request  of  all  parties^  particularly  the  Turks  (who 
imagine  that  the  security  of  the  peace  depends  in 
some  measure  on  my  acquiescence),  I  have  con- 
sented to  assist  in  person  at  the  exchange  of  rati- 
ficationSy  which  ceremony  will  take  place  on  the 
15th  inst.  I  the  more  readily  comply,  as  with 
all  the  diligence  I  could  employ  through  such  ex- 
hausted coimtries,  and  amid  the  march  of  armies, 
I  could  not  reach  Vienna  before  the  Emperor's 
departure  from  that  capitaL 

**  It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  assure  your 
lordship  that,  as  it  has  ever  been  the  height  of 
my  ambition  to  prove  myself  an  active  and  useful 
servant  in  executing  the  King's  commands,  if  I 
have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed  on  this  occa- 
sion in  obtaining  his  gracious  approbation,  I  shall 
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feel  myself  one  of  the  happiest  of  his  Majesty^s 
happy  subjects. 

(Signed)        «RM.  K" 


SIB  B.  M.  KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTERS. 

**Sistovo,  August  4^th,  1791. 

**Huzzah  1  my  dear  sisters  1  after  drifting  through 
storms,  quicksands  and  all  manner  of  perils,  for 
almost  eight  or  nine  mortal  months,  our  political 
bark  is  safe  in  the  desired  harbour ;  safe  in  the 
heart  of  the  harbour,  with  all  colours  flying,  and 
not  a  flaw  in  her  bottom  1 

"To  quit  my  metaphor,  my  dear  Anne,  learn  and 
rejoice,  that  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between 
Austria  and  the  Porte  was  signed  and  sealed  this 
day,  on  the  precise  terms  which  correspond  with 
the  King's  benevolent  wishes,  and  fulfil  every  one 
of  those  which  the  Administration  made  known 
to  me. 

*^  In  order  to  render,  the  benefits  of  this  peace 
as  durable  as  possible,  we  have  brought  another 
very  important  point  to  bear,  in  rooting  out  aU 
seeds  of  dissension  between  the  two  empires.  A 
separate  convention  (entirely  distinct  from  the 
•treaty  of  peace)  has  been  signed  this  evening,  be- 
tween Austria  and  the  Porte,  as  an  amicable 
agreement  between  two  powers  already  in  peace ; 
and  in  virtue  of  some  small  and  voluntary  conces- 
sions made  by  the  Turks,  the  limits  and  extensive 
frontiers  of  both  empires  are  properly  and  irre- 
vocably settled. 

r  r  2 


136  TEE  ■rwriiBrm  or  mFwaucL, 


^TlraSy  mj  dar  Anne,  thk  t€it  dHBrnlt  job  of 
Tcvk  is  crADp]euJT  and  haod9L>me}T  fnri?hed  ;  mud 
vidKHEt  kaiing  esifaer  edng  co-  tail  behind  it.  I 
am  bappj  to  hare  prcyrcd  mTself  an  active  woik- 
mao  i&  rearing  one  more  uMmmn^it  (and  a  last- 
ing one)  to  the  gocid  £uth  and  national  enexgj 
of  Old  England.  If  my  King  and  conntiy  are 
pleased  (and  thej  will  be  bo),  I  shall  think  my- 
self  amply  rewaided.  As  to  peiscMial  advantages, 
or  decoration,  they  are  little  in  my  thongfats; 
bat  if  they  come,  they  shall  be  thankfully  re- 
ceived. I  have  the  strongest  proofe  already,  of 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  King's  confi- 
dential servants — these  are  at  once  my  pride  and 
comfort. 

^  I  and  my  fiuthfid  Stuart  (to  whose  affection 
and  aasiduity  I  am  much  oUiged),  bom  with  im- 
patience for  our  release  firom  Uiis  narrow  cage,  bat 
we  must  wait  for  the  exchange  of  ratifications, 
which  will  be  in  less  than  a  fortnight.  Theai  for 
Vienna  I  with  light  hearts,  and  some  renmant  of 
Turldsh  piastres.  You  shall  hear  again.  To-day 
I  am  in  all  the  bustle  of  couriers  and  circular 
letters.  Adieu,  my  dear  Mend,  you  share  my 
satis&ction. 

**  P.  S. —  I  saw  with  real  pleasure  to-day  that  all 
the  Turkish  apathy  and  affected  gravity  gave  way^ 
at  the  moment  when  the  cannon  were  fired  on  the 
signature  of  the  peace  —  to  real  feeling,  and  joy 
at  the  event.  The  Ottoman  plenipos  embraced 
each  other  like  blind  b^gars;  and  would  have 
embraced  vs,  had  not  the  melting  mood  of  their 
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dripping  beards  forbidden  that  courtesy.  I  got 
a  monstroua  heavy  sable  pelisse  put  on  my 
shoulders,  at  the  moment  I  was  fainting  with 
heat.  But  honour ^  my  dear  Anne,  is  everything ; 
Heaven  guard  you,  and  send  us  a  happy  meet- 
ing!" 


SIB  B.  M.  KEITH  TO  LORD  6RENVILLE. 

''Sistovo,  August  dth,  I79I. 

**Mt  Lord, 

**  During  the  short  interval  of  a  few  dajrs 
which  must  yet  elapse  before  the  instruments  of 
ratification  can  be  received  from  Vienna  and  Con- 
stantinople, I  find  an  agreeable  occupation  in  lis- 
tening to  the  public  and  unfeigned  professions  of 
perfect  satisfaction  which  the  ministers  of  the 
Christiany  as  well  as  of  the  Mahometan  monarch, 
vie  with  one  another  in  expressing,  at  the  happy 
termination  of  every  branch  of  the  business  which 
occasioned  our  meeting  here.  Your  lordship  will 
easily  believe  that  the  mediating  ministers  think 
themselves  peculiarly  fortunate  in  having  been 
able  thus  to  reconcile  the  wishes  of  all  parties; 

"  Should  our  success  in  that  difficult  task  here- 
after be  honoured  with  the  approbation  of  our 
respective  soveriegns,  the  Congress  of  Sistovo  will 
perhaps  be  quoted  in  history  as  a  singular  instance 
of  a  long  and  Utigioua  political  assembly,  at  the 
conclusion  of  which,  all  parties  were  equally 
pleased.  I  am  prepared  to  set  out  for  Vienna  on 
the  very  day  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications. 

F  V3 
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**  No  answer  has  been  received  by  the  Ottoman 
ministers  from  the  Grand  Vizier  to  their  letters, 
announcing  the  signature  of  the  definitive  treaty. 
That  answer  is  looked  for  daily,  and  with  irrvpor- 
tience ;  an  officer  of  the  Turkish  Chancery,  who 
was  dispatched  at  the  moment  of  signature,  would 
reach  the  capital  on  Sunday  last,  and  his  return 
is  expected  on  Thursday  or  Friday  at  farthest. 

(Signed)  '^E.  M.K'* 

The  delays  and  procrastinations  of  the  **  un- 
christian Congress"  were  destined  to  attend  it  to 
the  last  Ottoman  slowness,  as  it  first  suspended 
now  protracted  its  final  conclusion ;  and  (unhap- 
pily for  the  object  of  Turkish  gratitude  and  pre- 
dilection) a  prolonged  residence  of  a  few  autumnal 
days  in  Bulgaria,  brought  on  illness,  by  which  the 
unbroken  constitution  of  Sir  E.  M.  Keith  received 
its  first,  and  it  is  feared  permament  injury. 


SIB  B.  M.  KEITH  TO  LOKD  GRENVILLB. 

"  Sistovo,  August  I2th. 

"MtLokd, 

**The  Tartar  couriers  expected  this  day  by 
the  Ottoman  plenipotentiaries  fi-om  the  Porte  and 
fi-om  the  army  are  not  yet  arrived;  and  I  am 
sorry  to  aquaint  your  lordship  that  the  delay  of 
the  Grand  Vizier's  answer  does  not  surprise  our 
Turkish  colleagues,  as  they  hint  (with  a  mixture 
of  concern  and  diffidence)  that  they  have  for  a 
long  time  past  been  obliged  to  habituate  them- 
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selves  to  the  slowness  of  all  his  measures.  The 
Vizier  has  many  enemies  in  the  Seraglio,  and 
should  the  opinion  (pretty  openly  expressed  by 
the  Turkish  oflScers  here)  gain  ground,  that  the 
confidence*  of  the  Sultan  his  master  in  his  active 
talents  has  been  misplaced,  it  may  cost  him  his 
head,  before  his  present  campaign  is  at  an  end. 

**  According  to  the  best  calculations  we  can 
make,  both  the  instruments,  of  ratification  will  be 
here  on  the  16th,  and  might  be  exchanged  on  the 
following  day.  But,  my  lord,  as  that  will  fall  on 
a  Wednesday  (a  most  inauspicious  day)  we  must 
not  be  surprised  if  the  Turks,  who  have  found 
that  every  happy  hour  of  this  Congress  took  place 
on  a  Thursday^  should  make  it  a  serious  point 
with  the  mediators  to  gratify  their  ardent  wish,  by 
putting  the  finishing  hand  to  the  whole  negotia- 
tion on  the  morning  of  Thursday  the  18th  instant. 

**  I  shall  have  all  my  servants  and  carriages  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Danube  on  the  preceding 
evening,  and  shall  set  out  from  hence  an  hour 
after  the  last  ceremony  shall  be  complete.  I 
intend  to  make  no  stop  on  the  road,  and  hope  to 
reach  Vienna  in  twelve  or  thirteen  days.  But 
should  I  meet  on  the  road  a  messenger  from  your 
lordship,  I  shall  travel,  if  necessary,  night  and 
day  to  fulfil  his  Majesty's  commands. 


FF  4 
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SIB  B.  M.  KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEBS. 

"  Sistovo,  August  12th,  1791. 

'*Mt  deab  Sistebs, 

"Joy  upon  joyl  and  a  miraculous 
increase !  Our  pacification  has  produced,  and  only 
8€ven  days  after  its  own  birth  (not  its  eqwcdy  for 
I  pretend  it  can  have  no  equal),  but  another 
hopeful  babe,  which  will  give  satisfection  to  all 
Europe.  On  the  10th  instant  Prince  Eepnin 
and  the  Grand  Vizier  signed  the  preliminaries  of 
peace  between  those  two  envpireay  with  an  imme- 
diate cessation  of  all  hostiliities.  So,  my  dear 
Anne,  aU  Europe  is  atpeace;  and  those  who  may, 
with  a  safe  conscience,  claim  the  merit  of  having 
essentially  contributed  to  the  restoration  of  that 
general  blessing,  have  deserved  well  of  humanity. 
There  is  not  a  grain  of  vanity,  my  dear  friend,  in 
this  assertion ;  it  proceeds  from  honest  and  liberal 
feeling. 

"  I  have  been  sadly  fatigued  these  four  or  five 
days,  and  the  heats  have  been  almost  intolerable. 
But  all  goes  well  when  a  man  is  making  the  last 
preparations  to  get  out  of  a  narrow  cage  in  the 
hottest  of  all  dog-days.  I  have  just  now  had  the 
parting  visit  of  the  three  Ottoman  plenipoten- 
tiaries, who  show  themselves  more  unaffectedly 
grateftd  than  ever  Turks  did  to  Christians.  What 
makes  them  the  happiest  of  men  is,  that  the 
Grand  Signer  has,  in  return  for  the  copy  of  our 
peace,  sent  them  his  benediction  —  a  term  which 
his  Sublimity  never  employs  but  to  express  un- 
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limited  approbation.  We  got  these  visits  of 
ceremony  over  on  both  sides,*  in  order  that  I 
might  be  ready  to  set  out  the  instant  after  the 
instruments  of  ratification  shall  have  been  ex- 
changed through  the  hands  of  the  mediators. 
This  we  hope  to  do  to-morrow,  and  then,  my  dear 
sisters,  for  Vienna !  where  my  superiors  are  desirous 
to  employ*  my  zeal  for  other  good  purposes. 

**  I  am  sorry  that  the  necessary  attention  to  my 
health  must  make  me  travel  (at  least  for  the  first 
days)  by  short  stages.  But  I  am  determined  not 
to  play  the  fool  by  inflaming  my  blood  in  acquir- 
ing reputation  as  a  courier.  I  shall  be  at  Vienna 
by  the  1st  or  2nd  of  September,  and  in  fall  time 
enough,  as  the  Emperor's  coronation  at  Prague  is 
to  be  the  6th,  and  he  will  not  return  to  his  capital 
till  the  11th  or  12th. 

"So  much  for  peaces  and  princes;  now  for  a 
little  domestic  chat.  I  am  sure  my  good  friends 
at  home  are  delighted  with  the  success  of  my  last 
great  ramble.  It  will  make  me  contented  in  my 
mind,  and  help  to  make  me  easy  in  circumstances 
to  the  end  of  my  life.  I  know  not  what  present 
the  Turks  intend  to  make  us  at  the  ratification, 
but  they  have  treated  us  very  handsomely  through- 
out, and  I  should  be  ashamed  to  have  put  them 
to  so  great  an  expense,  if  the  services  we  have 
rendered  to  their  empire  were  not,  in  fact,  the 
most  important  they  have  owed  to  mediators  since 
they  existed  in  Europe. 

**I  have  been  at  a  very  great  expense,  and 
know  not  yet  what  allowance  is  made  me  from 
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home ;  and  I  am  now  setting  out,  with  five  heavy- 
loaded  carriages,* to  make  a  second  journey  of 
eight  l^undred  miles  to  return  to  Vienna.  But  I 
have  no  doubt  of  meeting  with  every  sort  of 
remuneration,  as  my  superiors  are  more  than 
pleased  with  my  services.  I  have  very  good 
accounts  from  all  my  friends  on  the  Continent, 
and  expect  still  better  from  your  island  in  a  day 
or  two. 

**My  trusty  comrade  Stuart  is  well,  and  jump- 
ing for  joy  to  get  once  more  into  Christendom. 
To  say  the  truth,  a  man  must  have  a  very  serious 
object  of  pursuit  to  bear  up  against  all  the  incon- 
veniences and  deprivations  of  this  barbarous 
village ;  and  our  Bulgarian  climate,  of  which  I 
have  so  often  boasted,  has,  since  the  beginning  of 
these  insupportable  heats,  begun  to  shake  the 
constitutions  of  several  of  my  people.  But  they 
are  all  getting  well,  and  the  exercise  of  moderate 
travelling  is  the  best  of  all  medicines. 

''August  \9th. 

*^  The  ratifications  of  neither  party  are  at  this 
moment  arrived,  my  dear  sisters,  but  they  must 
be  here  to-day,  and  be  exchanged  to-morrow 
early;  therefore  I  must  make  up  this  letter 
immediately,  as  I  may  be  called  upon  unawares ; 
for  the  Austrian  interpreter  (who  sets  out  for 
Vienna  the  instant  after  the  exchange)  will  be 
the  bearer  of  it.  Adieu,  then,  my  dear  sisters ; 
be  in  no  uneasiness  about  my  journey;  we  have 
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had  rain,  and  the  weather  is  now  cool.     Heaven 
bless  you,  and  grant  us  a  happy  meeting ! 

«E.  M.  K." 


SIB  B.  M.  KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEBS. 

"  CroQOVa^  at  least  twenty  miles  from  SUtovo^ 
August  2bth,  I79I. 

^^  Now  His  Name  be  praised/  in  full  chorus; 
for  after  exchanging  the  ratifications  of  the  best 
peace  which  has  been  made  these  fifty  years, 
and  thereby  laying  in  store  of  comfortable  refieo- 
tiona  for  life,  I  set  out>  my  dear  sisters,  on  the 
23rd  in  the  evening,  and  made  two  stages  to  be 
once  fairly  on  my  way  to  a  comfortable  home. 
Yesterday  I  had  my  fourth  attack  of  an  honest 
regular  ague,  of  which  I  am  no  more  afraid  than 
of  a  Miss's  anger  with  her  fan.  For  what  the 
deuce  has  an  ague  to  do  in  my  carcase,  or  with 
what  can  it  fight;  as  in  the  last  fourteen  days 
not  one  grain  of  animal  food  .has  entered  into  my 
mouth.  This  is  a  sort  of  regimen  which  sets 
Madame  lafihvre  at  defiance  and  I  will  so  starve 
the  lady  on  the  one  hand,  and  so  hum/p  her  on 
the  other,  that  before  I  reach  Vienna,  she  and  I 
will  be  an  hundred  leagues  asunder. 

"  The  Grand  Turk  behaved  with  great  munifi- 
cence towards  each  of  the  three  mediating  minis- 
ters, by  giving  to  each  of  us  at  parting  an  order 
for  thirty  thousand  piastres  *,  on  his  treasury, 

*  Whether  from  a  higher  eptimate  of  the  value  of  the  present 
pacification,  or  depreciation  in  the  value  of  money,  or  inoieased 
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besides  clothing  us  again  in  handsome  sable 
pelisses  (the  last  of  which  is  really  of  value),  and 
mounting  us  on  an  Asiatic  horse,  with'  a  pro- 
digious fine  caparison.  What  with  the  Imperial 
present,  and  the  remains  of  the  Tain,  (or  money 
allotted  for  daily  subsistence,)  a  good  round  sum 
has  been  remitted  by  me  to  Constantinople ;  but 
there  the  Turkish  coin,  since  its  late  debasement, 
is  a  drug  which  we  shall  find  it  hard  to  get  off 
our  hands,  even  at  25  per  cent,  discount,  against 
any  European  place  of  exchange.  No  matter, 
my  dear  Anne,  I  have  money  efnxmgh,  I  did  not 
go  to  Turkey  with  one  avaricious  idea  about  me ; 
I  certainly  bring  back  none.  But  I  carry  along 
with  me  the  greatest  of  all  satisfetctions^  the  cer- 
tainty of  having  acted  my  part  like  a  gentleman, 
and  an  upright  servant  of  the  Crown;  and  to 
have  helped  essentially  in  the  general  pacification 
of  Europe ;  as  the  Sussian  peace  is  the  genuine 
daughter  (though  I  am  afiraid  she  will  not  prove 
the  handsome  daughter)  of  the  peace  of  Sistovo. 
But  enough  of  this ;  I  hate  boasting. 

**  Stuart  has  not  ailed  one  quarter  of  an  hour ; 
he  is  an  affectionate  lad,  and  has  been  of  great 
service  to  me.  Pray,  if  any  of  his  Mends  be 
within  your  reach,  let  them  know  how  much  I 
value  him.  I  rest  here  this  half  day,  to  write  to 
everybody;  and  to-morrow,  Madame  la  fi^vre 
being  to  make  me  (I  hope)  her  last  visit,  I  shall 

liberality  on  the  part  of  the  Porte:  25,000  were  similarly  pre- 
sented at  the  Congress  of  Forzany,  on  conclusion  of  a  treaty 
between  Turkey  and  Bussia,  twenty  years  before,  in  1772. 
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make  two  stages  before  the  hour  when  she  is  used 
to  come.  I  will  receive  her  in  a  Wallachian  hut, 
underground  (there  being  no  other  at  Grogos); 
this  will  so  disgust  her,  that  I  shall  hear  no  more 
of  her.  The  next  day  I  arrive  in  good  time  at 
Czernetz,  and  Trajan's  bridge;  which  last  I  will 
this  time  examine  with  my  own  eyes.  The  next 
day,  Meadia,  then  Lugos,  then  Temeswaer,  and 
from  thence  into  Himgary,  amongst  civilised 
people.  I  shall  make  my  way  to  Vienna  with 
every  maxim  of  prudence,  except  the  Latin  adage, 
^^featvna  lent^y^  which  I  take  to  be  illustrious 
nonsense ;  and  made  for  no  man  who  has  public 
and  important  occupation  awaiting  him. 

^'  I  hope  to  be  at  Vienna  on  the  5th  or  6th  of 
September,  and  consequently  in  full  time  to  pay 
my  court  to  the  Emperor,  on  his  return  from 
Prague,  where  he  is  to  be  crowned  on  the  6th, 
and  the  Empress  on  the  8th  of  September.  There 
is  a  pretty  circumstance  attending  the  latter 
coronation,  which  is,  that  this  Emperor's  eldest 
daughter  (whose  state  of  health  did  not  allow  her 
to  think  of  matrimony)  being  appointed  Abbess 
of  the  Noble  Chapter  at  Prague,  has  thereby  the 
right,  which  she  will  certainly  exercise,  of  putting 
the  crown  on  the  head  of  her  affectionate  mother. 
That  part  of  the  cremony  is  the  only  one  I  regret 
not  to  see.  Basta  1  Don't  you  think,  my  dear 
sisters,  that  for  a  man  who  is  said  to  be  labouring 
under  a  heavy  ailment,  I  have  written  a  great 
deal? 

**So  I  have,  my  dear  friends ;  and  I  will  overdo 
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in  nothing.  Love  to  all  cronies ;  I  have  not  time 
to  enumerate  them.  Tell  them  all  my  aflfections 
grow  stronger  as  I  grow  older:  they  will  not 
believe  you,  but  the  thing  is  true  I  Be  in  no 
shape  in  pain  about  my  journey.  It  is  the  best 
medicine  for  me.  The  weather  is  not  inconve- 
niently hot,  and  the  roads  are  excellent.  Adieu. 
God  bless  you,  and  all  the  spinstership. 
**  You  shall  hear  again  from  Buda. 

^^E.  M.  K" 

SIK  K.  M.  KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTERS. 

"  Vienna,  September  7  th,  1791. 

^^Mt  DEAR  Anne, 

**  What  you  say  is  perfectly  true ;  six 
words  of  sterling  weight  are  worth  a  million. 
Look  at  this  date^  and  rejoice  !  I  arrived  here  in 
the  morning  of  the  5th,  a  good  deal  fatigued,  but 
with  my  health  so  much  improved  by  the  journey 
that  in  a  week  or  ten  days,  I  shall  be  the  rose  in 
June,  and  the  trout  in  the  clear  stream.  I  am 
honestly  well  and  happy  beyond  measure,  because 
all  my  business  has  succeeded  to  my  most  sanguine 
wishes.  I  found  all  my  friends  here  well.  I 
expect  a  messenger  every  hour  from  England,  with 
many  pleasant  and  comfortable  tidings  for  your 
brother.  The  double  fruits  of  his  labours  are  well 
known  and  approved  at  Whitehall*,  and  ere  long 

*  Ko  idle  boast  A  letter  of  the  sajne  date  from  Mr.  Dundas, 
(then  high  in  office,  and  Mr.  Pitt's  most  trusted  colleague)  thus 
says  in  writing  to  the  "  sister  Anne "  of  the  foregoing  corre- 
spondence :  "Lord  GrenyiUe  is  an  exceeding  good  man,  and  your 
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you  will,  I  doubt  not,  hear  of  something  to  his 
advantage. 

^*  I  promised  you  six  words.  I  have  given  you 
ten.  My  blessing  into  the  bargain,  and  love  to 
all. 

**  N.B. —  No  more  joumies  into  Turkey  I 
*^  Yours  ever  my  dear  sisters, 

"  With  heart  and  good-will, 
"E.M.K." 


SIR   R.  M.   KEITH  TO  LORD   GRENVILLB. 

^'Vienna,  Sept.  7th,  1791. 

"  My  Lord, 

"  After  a  journey  more  agreeable  and 
expeditious  than  I  had  reason  to  expect,  through 
the  most  inhospitable  countries,  and  with  a  tertian 
ague  for  my  companion,  I  arrived  at  Vienna  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th,  and  as  my  health  has  gained 
considerably  by  travelling,  I  am  now  in  a  situa- 
tion to  obey,  with  activity  as  well  as  with  as 
alacrity,  whatever  commands  his  Majesty  shall  be 
pleased  to  honour  me  with.  Mr.  Stratton  (with 
whose  assiduous  endeavours  to  forward  the  King's 
service  I  trust  that  your  lordship  has  every  reason 

brother  cannot  be  in  better,  or  more  honourable  hands.  This  has 
been  a  busy  sTunmer  for  Sir  Bobert ;  and  I  daresay  has  given  him 
a  new  stock  of  health  and  spirits.  Nothing  so  good  for  both,  as 
to  be  put  v/pon  on^a  mettle  ?  He  has  been  so;  and  it  will  give 
you  much  satisfaction  to  be  informed  by  me,  not  in  ministerial 
style,  that  he  has  done  incomparably  well;  and  in  the  conduct  of 
an  arduous  and  delicate  negotiation,  has  managed  himself  so  as 
to  obtain  our  complete  approbation." 
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to  be  satisfied),  has  given  up  the  pen  to  me,  and 
I  beg  leave  to  return  (for  a  moment)  to  Sistovo 
to  mention  the  occurrences  of  the  forenoon  which 
preceded  my  departure. 

"  Previous  to  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
the  two  Imperial  Courts,  Prince  Morusi,  chief 
dragoman  of  the  Porte,  waited  on  each  of  the 
three  mediating  ministers  apart;  and  in  the 
name  of  the  Sultan,  he  expressed  to  us  the  high 
sense  that  monarch  entertained  of  the  impartiality 
and  perseverance  which  had  been  constantly 
displayed  in  the  conduct  of  the  mediators,  and 
likewise  the  obligation  he  owed  to  their  sovereigns 
for  the  equitable  and  solid  peace,  which  was  that 
day  to  receive  its  final  sanction. 

*^  Prince  Morusi  then  presented  to  each  of  us  an 
order  on  the  Imperial  treasury,  at  Constantinople, 
for  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  piastres,  for  the 
expense  of  our  journey  homewards.  That  sum, 
according  to  the  actual  value  of  the  debased 
Turkish  coin  may  be  equivalent  to  about  two 
thousand  three  hundred  pounds  sterling. 

"  As  soon  as  the  instruments  of  ratification  were 
exchanged  in  the  Congress  chamber,  each  of  the 
five  Christian  ministers  was  invested  with  a 
handsome,  sable  pelisse,  as  a  distinguished  mark 
of  the  Sultan's  satisfaction.  I  found  in  the  court 
of  the  Congress  house,  a  Turkish  horse,  very  richly 
caparisoned,  which  was  likewise  a  gift  fi'om  the 
Grand  Signer,  and  in  return  I  distributed  hand- 
some presents  of  gold  watches  and  money  (accord- 
ing to  what  is  practised  at  the  Porte  on  similar 
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occasions)  to  each  of  the  persons  who  had  been 
employed  in  presenting  to  us  those  marks  of  the 
Grand  Signer's  munificence.  I  mention  these 
circumstances  only  to  evince  the  sincerity  of  the 
gratitude  towards  his  Majesty  which  the  Ottoman 
plenipotentiaries  had  been  commanded  to  express^ 
and  to  render  manifest,  by  the  distinctions  heaped 
on  the  King's  minister. 

"  Promotions  to  high  dignity  have  taken  place 
among  our  quondam  Turkish  colleagues,  and  all 
three  of  them  are  ordered  to  Galatz  to  negotiate 
the  Eussian  peace.  Nothing  could  have  added  so 
much  to  the  heartfelt  joy  of  the  Prussian  minister 
and  my  own  at  the  happy  termtaation  of  our 
negotiation,  as  our  conviction  that  the  pressing 
and  repeated  representations  we  had  made  by 
order  of  our  Courts,  to  the  Porte,  and  the  exhorta- 
tions we  had  employed  with  the  Grand  Vizier  to 
overcome  his  repugnance  to  treat,  on  the  terms 
proposed,  had  proved  so  fortunate,  as  to  pave  the 
way  for  the  immediate  conclusive  signature  of  the 
preliminaries  with  Bussia. 

*^  I  am  now  to  thank  your  lordship  for  the  very 
explicit  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch 
No.n7,  which  .came  to  my  hands  at  the  eve  of  my 
departure  from  Sistovo,  and  it  gave  me  infinite 
satisfaction  to  find  that  under  the  guidance  of 
your  lordship's  preceding  commands,  I  tad  held 
a  conduct  in  every  point,  respecting  the  accelera- 
tion of  the  ultimate  conclusion  of  the  whole 
business,  and  my  own  personal  stay  at  the  place 
of  Congress,  perfectly  consonant  to  those  orders 

VOL.  n.  a  a 
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which  your  lordship  conveyed  to  me  in  the  above- 
mentioned  dispatch. 

•  •  •  •  • 

*^  On  my  arrival  here  I  made  a  romid  of  the  visits 
prescribed  by  etiquette  at  this  Court.  Most  of 
the  Imperial  ministers  are  at  Prague,  but  Prince 
Kaunitz  being  at  his  villa  in  the  suburbs  of  the 
city,  I  waited  on  him  there  last  night,  and  was  re- 
ceived in  a  very  polite  manner.  The  only  men- 
tion, however,  which  he  made  of  our  late  negotia- 
tion was  in  these  words,  *  Je  suiafdchSy  mon  cher 
Chevalier y  de  toutes  leapemes  que  nous  voua  avons 
occdsionnSs  la  haa;  et  nous  voua  Bom/mea  trie 
obliges  dea  aoi/na  que  voua  avez  don/n^a  pour 
^carter  lea  diffundt^y  et  amener  une  conduaion 
heureuae.^  I  assured  him  of  the  pleasure  I  had 
felt  in  contributing  by  the  most  impartial  good 
offices,  to  so  happy  an  event. 

«  E.  M.  K." 


LORD  AUCKLAXD  TO  SIB  B.  M.  KEITH. 

''Hague,  S&ptemher  eth,  1791. 

**Mtdeab  Sib, 

"All  your  dispatches  from  Sistovo,  to  No. 
94,  inclusive,  have  been  regularly  received,  and 
faithfiilly  and  expeditiously  forwarded.  As  this 
will  find  you  returned  to  Vienna,  and  Mr.  Strat- 
ton's  functions  consequently  suspended,  allow  me 
through  you,  to  make  my  cordial  acknowledg- 
ments to  him  for  all  the  pleasure  and  information 
I  have  derived  from  his  correspondence,  and  for 
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the  obliging  attention  he  has  shown  to  all  the 
letters  I  have  transmitted  to  him.  To  ycm  I  will 
not  observe  the  form  of  acknowledgments;  be- 
cause, imder  the  long  friendship  which  has  existed 
between  us,  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  enjoy 
a  fiill  participation  in  all  the  details  of  your  late 
important  and  glorious  negotiatioji,  from  its  birth 
to  its  conclusion.  But  I  most  cordially  congratu- 
late you  on  the  satisfactory  feelings  which  must 
remain  upon  your  mind,  in  the  result  of  that 
transaction;  upon  the  solid  credit  which  you 
have  acquired ;  and,  in  fine,  upon  the  beneficent 
tendency  of  the  whole  affair  to  the  interests  of 
hxnnanity,  and  to  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

^' If  quiet  continues  in  the  Netherlands,  and  upon 
the  borders  of  France,  I  imagine  that  you  will 
now  wish  to  make  your  correspondence  revert  to 
the  ordinary  course  of  the  post ;  and  whatever  loss 
may  arise  from  it  to  this  mission,  I  cannot  be  so 
selfish  as  to  wish  to  the  contrary.  I  leave  this 
to  your  reflections,  assuring  you  most  cheerfully 
that  I  have  no  wish  but  to  see  the  business  go  on 
to  the  best  advantage.  If  you  remain  at  Vienna, 
and  I  return  here,  I  think  we  may  establish  a  very 
useful  circular  correspondence  with  whoever  shall 
be  at  Berlin. 

•  •  •  •  * 

"  I  am  not  quite  easy  as  to  the  state  of  the 
Austrian  Netherlands.  There  has  been  in  that* 
transaction  a  most  imaccountable  conduct  at  the 
Court  where  you  reside.  If  they  had  acceded 
frankly  and  cordially,  to  the  fair  and  friendly  views 
o  o  2 
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of  the  maritime  powers,  they  might  have  had  a 
secore  and  permanent  possession ;  at  present  it  is, 
and  will  be,  of  a  very  different  description. 

"  Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  ever  most  sinearely  yours. 


SIB  B.  M.  KEITH  TO  HIS  SISTEB& 

<*  Vienna,  SepL  l&tk,  179L 
<^  Whilst  a  courier  from  London  is  galloping  to 
Vienna  with  all  manner  of  pleasing  and  honourable 
tidings  to  me,  I  seize  an  hour  of  leisure  to  give 
you,  my  dear  sisters,  some  account  of  my  final 
transactions  at  Sistovo,  and  of  my  journey  home- 
wards. You  know  all  about  the  tokens  of  distinc- 
tion heaped  on  us  the  day  the  peace  was  signed; 
now  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications^  a  con- 
clusive step  on  which  the  Turks  laid  infinite  stress, 
and  one  where  they  judged  my  presence  so  indis- 
pensably necessary,  that  although  I  had  the  King's 
permission  (nay,  even  injimction,)  to  return  with 
all  convenient  speed  to  Vienna,  I  determined,  and 
have  since  been  applauded  from  home  for  so  doing 
—  to  wait  a  fortnight,  in  order  to  put  the  finish- 
ing hand  to  everything,  and  to  make  the  treaty  of 
Sistovo  the  most  complete  work,  as  I  trust  it  is  the 
most  durable,  of  the  diplomatic  kind  which  have 
been  terminated  for  half  a  century.  The  slowness 
of  the  two  Imperial  Courts  protracted  my  stay  till 
the  23rd,  and  in  that  interval  I  had  one  of  the 
greatest  pleasures,  and  on  the  other  hand,  one  of 
the  most  severe  trials  I  could  possibly  experience. 
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I  learned  with  the  highest  satisfaction  that  our 
peace,  and  our  most  earnest  remonstrances,  and 
entreaties  at  the  Porte,  and  with  the  Grrand  Vizier, 
had  produced  the  immediate  result  of  the  signa* 
ture  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  between 
the  Bussians  and  Turks.  This  was,  to  the  British 
administration,  the  most  important  and  least 
expected  of  all  political  events.  I  am  convinced 
that  ministry  feel  that  service  rendered  to  their 
country  as  giving  a  tenfold  value  to  the  Sistovo 
treaty. 

"  On  the  same  day  (the  16th  August)  that  I  sent 
those  glad  tidings  to  England,  I  was  seized  with  a 
violent,  but  regular  fit  of  the  Bulgarian  ague ; 
and  I  had  it  pretty  smartly  on  the  18th,  20th,  and 
23rd.  Yet  still  I  determined  to  set  out  on  my 
return,  the  23rd,  an  hour  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications.  A  Grerman  physician  belonging 
to  Count  Esterhazy,  told  me  I  might  travel  with 
safety,  lying  by  on  the  ague  days.  On  the  23rd, 
the  last  ceremony  was  performed,  and  the  Turks 
on  that  occasion  (as  on  several  of  the  preceding 
ones)  expressed,  by  order  of  their  sovereign,  the 
most  sincere  gratitude  towards  the  mediating 
Courts,  and  the  highest  esteem  for  the  mediating 
ministers. 

'*  As  a  proof  of  those  sentiments,  I  should  tell 
you,  my  dear  Anne,  that  on  the  22nd,  Prince 
Morusi,  principal  dragoman  of  the  Porte,  waited 
upon  each  of  the  mediators  separately,  and  after 
the  handsomest  compliments  in  the  name  of  his 
sovereign,  he  presented  to  each  of  us  an  order 
o  o  3 
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sent  by  the  Grand  Signor  upon  his  treasury,  for 
thirty  thousand  piastres,  to  pay  the  expense  of  our 
passage  homewards.  That  sum,  according  to  the 
actual  yalue  of  the  debased  Turkish  coin,  may 
amount  to  about  23002.  Oui'  allowance  for  pro- 
visions had  been  so  ample,  that  there  remained 
likewise  a  surplus  to  be  received  on  that  score- 
So  much  for  money.  At  the  instant  when  the 
ratifications  were  delivered,  each  of  us  was  again 
invested  with  a  valuable  sable  pelisse ;  and  as  I 
immediately  shook  hands  kindly  with  all  my 
Turkish  and  Christian  colleagues  in  order  to  cross 
the  Danube,  I  found  in  the  court  of  the  Congress 
house,  another  prancing  Turkish  steed  (a  better 
one  than  the  first)  superbly  caparisoned ;  being  a 
last  gift  from  Sultan  Selim.  With  this  token  of 
his  munificence,  I  returned  home  to  get  on  my 
travelling  dress ;  but  not  till  I  had  given  six  gold 
watcheSy  and  many  many  small  sums  of  money  to 
all  those  Turks  who  had  been  employed  to  deco- 
rate, and  to  mount  me,  &c.  &c. 

"  I  now  take  leave  of  Sistovo,  my  dear  Anne, 
with  inward  satisfaction  at  having  resided  there, 
and  heartfelt  joy  at  getting  away  from  it.  I  am 
now  crossing  the  Danube  in  a  fine  Turkish  barge, 
and  tiring  my  cannon;  my  four  carriages  and 
twenty  servants  are  waiting  for  me  on  the 
Wallachian  side ;  my  heavy  baggage  and  Turkish 
horses  (to  mount  Stratton  and  Stuart)  are  to 
follow  me  by  slow  degrees;  and  now  blessings 
from  thirty  Turkish  throats,  and  I  am  in  my 
chaise  with  two  companions,  honest  Stuart  and 
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filthy  tertian  ague.  The  latter  I  was  determined 
to  fast  down^  and  from  that  day  to  this  I  have  not 
swallowed  one  atom  of  animal  food.  I  travelled 
rapidly  on  my  good  days,  and  swallowed  a  little 
English  bark ;  I  made  short  stages  on  my  mawJdah 
days  (for  the  ague  soon  abated),  and  ate  nothing 
but  thin  soup  and  spinach.  So  I  got  to  Vienna 
in  twelve  days  and  a  half,  with  only  a  memo- 
randum of  the  ague  once  in  two  days ;  as  much  as 
to  say,  "  I  am  not  yet  gone,  but  preparing  to  go." 
Now,  I  can  hardly  distinguish  one  day  from  the 
other.     Punctum. 

"  And  so,  Mr.  Eobert  (say  you),  you  have  come 
back  again  within  a  very  small  distance  of  Trajan's 
bridge,  and  know  nothing  more  of  that  sweet 
bridge  than  when  you  passed  it  in  a  foggy  day 
last  December !  The  accusation  is  false,  Mrs. 
Anne ;  I  went  (ague  and  all)  to  the  very  bridge 
itself  and  to  the  Severiner  Tower,  and  Stuart 
measured  them;  and  what  is  more,  we  .brought 
away  stone,  and  brick,  and  mortar,  in  large  lumps 
from  each  of  them,  and  I  am  to  get  them  polished 
and  set  in  snuff-boxes,  and  you  shall  take  your 
'pinch  with  a  bit  of  Trajan  and  of  his  mortar 
directly  under  yov/r  nose ; — what  say  you  to  that  ? 
And  I  have  a  collection  of  medals,  and  I  have  ten 
Trajans,  and  as  many  Adrians  and  Severus's ;  and 
I  have  Philip  of  Macedon,  and  I  have  Lysimachus, 
and  I  have  Titus's  daughter  with  her  strarige 
curls,  and  I  have  Alexander  the  Great,  fresh  as 
when  he  came  from  the  Mint,  and  as  comely  a 
fellow  as  ever  you  saw.  And  now  get  me  home 
Q  a  4 
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to  Scotland  as  &st  as  you  can^  for  I  am  a  t/reasM/re 
in  the  way  of  cracks.* 

'*  Heaven  send  ns  all  a  speedy  and  happy 
meeting. 

*'E.  M.  K" 

Note  from  prince  Kaimitz^  accompanying  the 
gift  of  the  Emperor  Leopold's  picture : — 

1  MONSIETrR  LE  CHEYALIEB  DE  KEFTH^  ETC.^  ETC. 

"  A  Vtenne,  Nov.  Zhne  1791. 

'^L'Empereur  voulant  t^moigner  a  Monsieur 
r Envoys  Extroardinaire,,et  Ministre  Plenipoten- 
tiaire  du  Eoi  de  la  Grande  Br^tagne,  le  Chevalier 
de  Keith,  le  cas  que  fait  Sa  Majeste  des  soins  que 
ce  Ministre  a  donn&  a  la  conclusion  de  la  paix  de 
Sistovo, — charge  le  Chancelier  de  Cour  et  d'Etat, 
de  remettre  a  Monsieur  le  Chevalier  la  boite  omee 
du  portrait  de  Sa  Majeste  Imperiale  ci-aupr&.t 

'^Et  le  Chancelier,  en  s'acquittant  d'lm  ordre 
aussi  agreable,  a  I'honneur  en  mSme  tems,  de 
r^iterer  a  Monsieur  l'Envoy6  Extraordinaire,  les 
assurances  de  sa  consideration  trfe  distinguee." 

The  five  or  six  months  immediately  succeed- 
ing the  return  of  Sir  E.  M.  Keith  from  Sistovo, 
seems  (from  the  very  minute  and  interesting 
dispatches  transmitted  by  him  to  Lord  Grenville), 
to  have  been  arduously  and  painfully  employed  in 
tracing  and  recording  the  fluctuations  of  counsels 

*  AnglicSf  chit-chat. 

t  A  truly  imperial  giflt>  of  uncommon  yalue  and  beanl^. 
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and  opinions  in  the  Austrian  cabinet,  regarding  a 
rupture  with  France,  which  it  seems  probable,  in 
spite  of  the  suspension  of  activ^e  measures  occa- 
sioned by  the  French  King's  acceptance  of  the 
constitution,  would  have  taken  place  even  had  the 
life  of  the  reigning  Emperor  been  prolonged. 

After  the  interval  of  little  more  than  a  year. 
Sir  B.  M.  Keith  was  again  called  on  to  inti- 
mate to  his  Court  the  demise  of  the  occupant  of 
the  Imperial  throne. 

So  sudden  and  unlocked  for  wad  this  event,  that 
the  following  notice  (in  a  P.  S.  of  the  29th  Feb- 
ruary) precedes  but  by  one  day  the  tidings  of  the 
fatal  termination : — **  I  am  sorry  to  acquaint  your 
lordship  that  the  Emperor  has  been  much  indis- 
posed since  yesterday  morning,  with  an  inflam- 
matory fever.  He  has  been  twice  bled,  and  I  hear 
(although  there  is  nothmg  alarming  in  his  illness) 
that  a  consultation,  of  physicians  has  ordered  a 
third  bleeding  this  evening." 

[By  my  servant  Ferguson.'] 
SIB  B.  M.   KEITH  TO  LOBD   GBENVILLE. 

«  Vienna,  March  1st,  1792. 

"My  Lobd, 

"I  am  indeed  heartily  sorry  to  find 
myself  once  more  imder  the  melancholy  obliga- 
tion of  announcing  to  his  Majesty  the  vacancy  of 
the  Imperial  throne ;  the  Emperor  Leopold  having 
died  this  afternoon,  about  four  o'clock,  of  an  in- 
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flammatory  fever,  whicli,  falling  on  his  bowels 
resisted  all  the  power  of  medicine,  and  carried 
him  oflF  very  suddenly,  in  the  third  day  of  his 
illness. 

**  An  indisposition  of  long  continuance,  of  which 
I  made  mention  in  my  letter  of  29th  October,  pro- 
bably laid  the  foundation  of  the  fatal  malady. 
But  the  Emperor  was  so  well  in  health  on  Monday 
last,  that  the  Empress  and  all  the  younger  part 
of  the  family,  were  at  the  opera  on  the  evening 
of  that  day.  It  was  not  till  the  morning  of 
Tuesday,  that  the  inflammation  appeared;  and 
no  serious  apprehensions  were  entei*tained  till 
late  last  night.  After  four  bleedings,  and  the 
application  of  several  diflferent  remedies,  his 
Imperial  Majesty  found  himself  easier  this  morn- 
ing ;  but  between  three  and  four  in  the  afternoon, 
the  disease  rose  at  once,  to  the  highest  pitch,  and 
he  expired,  after  a  few  minutes  of  agony. 

*^  It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  sad  event  has 
plunged  the  royal  family  into  the  deepest  aflSic- 
tion. 

"  I  shall  use  the  utmost  diligence  in  dispatch- 
ing my  valet-de-chambre  with  these  letters  to 
England,  as  soon  as  the  Imperial  post-office  shall 
be  permitted  to  furnish  horses  to  the  couriers  of 
foreign  ministers. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

''  B.  M.  K.'* 
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SIR  R.   M.   EEITH  TO  LORD   GRENYILLE. 

**  Vienna,  March  Ist,  1792. 

"My  Lord, 

"  As  my  servant,  who  is  the  bearer  of  the 
mournful  tidings  of  the  Emperor's  demise,  will 
not  be  allowed  post-horses  for  several  hours,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  throw  upon  paper  a  few 
thoughts  which  suggest  themselves  to  my  mind 
(at  the  moment  of  that  unforeseen  event)  touching 
the  person  and  character  of  the  new  King  of 
Hungary,  and  the  situation  in  which  he  stands  in 
several  different  points  of  view. 

"  At  the  age  of  four-and-twenty  years  his  con- 
stitution, which  was  never  very  robust,  seems  to 
be  in  some  degree  shaken  by  the  consequences  of 
a  violent  tertian  ague  which  he  contracted  in  the 
Turkish  war.  During  his  late  illness  (mentioned 
in  my  preceding  letters)  he  is  said  to  have  spit 
blood  several  times,  but  not  to  any  alarming  degree. 
What  is  to  be  feared  at  present  is,  that  the  violent 
shock  of  his  father's  decease,  and  the  immense 
load  of  public  business  which  falls  so  suddenly  on 
his  shoulders,  may  prove  detrimental  to  his  health, 
the  re-establishment  of  which  was  announced  to 
the  public  only  ten  days  ago. 

**  The  train  of  life  which  he  has  led,  both  during 
the  reign  of  his  uncle  and  father,  has  been  so  much 
confined  within  the  walls  of  the  Imperial  palace, 
and  the  communication  which  men  in  public 
character  have  had  with  this  prince  has  been  so 
constantly  restricted  to  the  narrow  Une  of  con- 
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ventional  duty,  that  perhaps  no  heir  of  a  crown 
arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood,  was  ever  less 
known  to  the  higher  classes  of  his  father's  sub- 
jects, or  to  the  corps  diplomatique. 

"  What  adds  to  the  difl&culty  of  forming  a  solid 
judgment  in  relation  to  what  may  be  expected 
from  his  future  reign,  is  this  singular  circum- 
stance, that  his  education  as  an  heir-apparent 
has  gone  through  two  distinct  stages,  as  different 
in  point  of  maxim  and  method  as  can  well  be 
imagined;  so  that  nothing  but  experience  can 
teach  us  what  will  be  the  result  of  the  strong, 
rapid,  and  vehement  precepts  of  government 
harshly  impressed  on  his  youthful  mind  by  the 
imperious  genius  of  the  Emperor  Joseph,  or  the 
cautious  and  fluctuating  advice  of  his  deceased 
father ;  who  accustomed  him  to  take  some  share 
in  the  laborious  part  of  public  business,  but  who, 
being  himself  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  naturally 
supposing  that  his  son  had  many  years  before  h\n\ 
to  acquire  the  science  of  government,  was  (as  I  am 
told)  less  in  a  hurry  than  the  late  Emperor  had 
been,  to  give  him  a  full  view  of  all  the  springs 
of  government^  and  a  complete  knowledge  of 
the  weak  as  well  as  strong  parts  of  the  great  ma- 
chine, which  Providence  has  now  committed  to  his 
guidance. 

"  One  quality  of  the  Archduke's  character  has 
been  long  and  generally  established.  He  is 
known  to  be  an  honest  man,  fraught  with  the  best 
and  most  upright  intentions  to  fulfil  his  duties  in 
every  station  with  justice  and  humanity ;  and  we 
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have  never  heard  even  the  slightest  suspicion  of 
his  mind  being  tainted  with  a  propensity  to  any 
vice  which  can  sully  his  fame  either  as  a  man  or 
a  monarch.  His  talents,  in  as  far  as  we  have 
been  witnesses  to  any  exertion  of  them,  appear  to 
be  sound  and  usefuL  To  say  more,  with  so  small 
a  share  of  authentic  information  or  personal  ob- 
servation as  has  fallen  to  my  lot,  would  be  to  run 
the  risk  of  imposing  on  your  lordship  by  a  pre- 
cipitate, and,  therefore,  an  imwarrantable  judg- 
ment. 

•  •  •  •  • 

"But  the  great  question  to  be  resolved  at  this 
moment  rests,  according  to  my  humble  opinion, 
not  with  hirriy  but  with  the  French  National 
Assembly;  and  the  die  is  probably  cast  be  Are 
this  time,  as  the  Empercfr's  last  declaration  made 
at  Paris  seemed  calculated  to  draw  on  an  imme- 
diate and  definitive  decision  on  the  part  of  the 
leaders  of  the  French  coimcil.  If,  however,  the 
door  be  still  left  open  to  amicable  accommoda- 
tion, I  am  pretty  confident  that  the  King  of 
Hungary  himself  and  his  principal  adviser.  Prince 
Kaunitz  (whose  ascendency  in  the  present  con- 
juncture will  be  greater  than  ever),  ^will  gladly 
embrace  every  means  of  conciliation  which  can 
be  devised,  without  the  manifest  sacrifice  of  the 
honour  of  the  Crown,  or  the  infallible  forfeiture 
of  the  esteem  of  the  principal  members  of  the 
Germanic  body,  whose  suflFrages  King  Francis  will 
no  doubt  solicit,  and  without  delay,  for  his  election 
to  the  Imperial  dignity. 
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"  Your  lordship  perceives  that  I  make  no  donbt 
of  Prince  Kaunitz's  being  immediately  entrusted 
with  all  the  powers  which  hereditary  regard,  and 
the  timidity  of  an  inexperienced  prince,  can  throw 
into  his  hands.'  I  hesitate  the  less  in  delivering 
this  opinion,  as  I  see  no  other  person  near  to  the 
throne  who  could  undertake  (nor  to  whom  the 
King  could  with  any  safety  entrust)  the  charge  of 
public  business  at  this  unforeseen  crisis. 
•  •  •  •  • 

*^  If  Prince  Kaunitz  should  hereafter  open  him- 
self to  me  on  the  subject,  I  shall  take  everything 
strictly  ad  referendum.  I  must  not  omit  to 
mention  that  within  these/our  days  that  minister's 
behaviour  towards  me  is  wonderfully  altered.  He 
now  shows  me  all  the  distinctions  of  a  trusty 
favourite.  But  I  am  not  the  dupe  of  his  trifling 
coquetry,  though  I  receive  it  with  the  utmost 
politeness.  I  should  not  have  taken  notice  of  this 
circumstance,  if  it  did  not  indicate  some  change 
in  the  disposition  of  this  Court. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 

[Separate.] 
SIB  B.   M.   KEITH  TO  LOBD   6BENVILLE. 

"  Vienna,  May  Sth,  1792. 

"My  Lobd, 

"  The  declaration  of  war  which  France 
has  published  against  Austria,  throws  an  insuper* 
able  bar  in  the  way  of  an  immediate  negotiation 
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of  alliance  between  our  Court  and  that  of  Vienna ; 
as  the  King  has^  in  his  wisdom^  adopted  the 
resolution  of  maintaining  the  strictest  neutrality 
in  the  French  affairs. 

*^  In  such  a  state  of  things,  there  remains  not  the 
smallest  opening  for  any  useful  exertion  of  my 
zeal  for  the  advancement  of  his  Majesty's  service 
at  this  Court.  I,  therefore,  find  myself  at  liberty 
to  express  to  your  lordship  an  earnest  wish,  which 
the  shock  my  health  sustained  at  Sistovo,  and 
various  circumstances  respecting  my  personal  con- 
cerns and  comforts,  have  very  strongly  suggested 
to  me  for  some  months  past;  and  which  I  am 
well  convinced  your  lordship  will  judge  to  be 
neither  ill-timed  nor  unreasonable. 

'*  After  a  mission  of  two  years  at  Dresden,  and  a 
short,  but  very  tempestuous  one  in  Denmark,  I 
have  now  completed  a  residence  of  twenty  long 
years  at  Vienna.  I  have  seen  three  reigns  of  the 
sovereigns  of  Austria  brought  to  their  conclusion ; 
and  I  speak  with  disinterested  frankness,  in  giving 
it  as  my  opinion,  that  a  fourth  reign  requires  a 
fresh  negotiator  from  England,  with  better  spirits 
than  I  can  at  present  boast  of ;  as  I  must  confess 
that  mine  are  not  a  little  jaded  in  following  out 
the  versatile  politics  of  Austria  through  many 
tedious  windings. 

*^From  these  ingenuous  motives,  I  beg  of  your 
lordship  to  lay  before  his  Majesty  my  dutiful 
request  to  obtain  his  permission  to  retire  from 
the  diplomatic  career  and  to  return  to  England, 
as  soon  as  it  shall  be  found  convenient. 
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"  I  gladly  seize  this  occasion  to  acquit  myself  of 
an  act  of  justice  toward  my  Mend  and  pupil,  as 
well  as  of  duty  to  the  King's  service,  in  recom- 
mending very  strongly  his  Secretary  of  Legation, 
Mr.  Stratton,  to  transact  the  public  business  here, 
after  my  departure,  till  the  person  shall  arrive 
who  is  sent  to  fill  my  place.  I  pledge  my  word 
to  your  lordship  that  this  gentleman  (who  has 
served  eleven  years  with  me  in  this  capital)  is 
possessed  of  such  talents  and  principles  as  will 
enable  him  to  fulfil  whatever  instructions  your 
lordship  may  honour  him  with  in  a  very  satis- 
fiujtory  manner. 

"At  the  moment  when  I  solicit  our  gracious 
sovereign's  leave  to  retire  from  the  political  pro- 
fession, I  offer  my  most  sincere  and  grateful 
thanks  to  your  lordship,  and  to  all  his  Majesty's 
confidential  servants,  for  the  favourable  opinion 
of  my  past  services,  which  they  have  had  the 
goodness  to  express. 

"  In  mentiouing  my  future  prospects,  I  trust 
that  I  shall  stand  acquitted  in  the  eyes  of  all  my 
superiors,  either  of  stooping  to  the  affectation  of 
false  modesty,  or  of  harbouring  any  degree  of 
unjustifiable  presumption.  The  strong  assurances 
which  your  lordship  has  repeatedly  conveyed  to 
me  of  the  King's  indulgent  acceptance  of  my 
unwearied  exertions,  inspire  me  with  the  san^ine 
hope  of  owing  to  my  beneficent  sovereign,  such 
a  public  testimony  of  his  gracious  and  lasting 
favour,  as  will  stamp  a  value  on  the  services  of 
my  life,  and  effectually  enliven  those  unambitious 
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and  social  years  which  may   constitute  the  re- 
mainder of  it. 

«B.  M.  K." 

LORD  AUCKLAND  TO  SIR  R.  M.  KEITH. 

''Hague,  May  29^A. 

"My  DEAR  Sir, 

*^  I  seem  to  wait  in  vain  for  the  return  of 
your  servant  through  this  place  from  England. 
I  write  this,  therefore,  to  say  that  all  yours  (to 
No.  50)  have  been  received  and  forwarded. 

**  The  personal  intention  to  which  you  allude, 
had  already  transpired,  I  believe  first  through  your 
Belgian  colleague,  and  afterwards  from  England. 
I  sincerely  regret  it,  for  the  sake  of  the  service ; 
and  have  expressed  my  sentiments  thereon  to  the 
King's  ministers  in  those  terms  of  friendship  and 
cordial  esteem  which  present  themselves  when  I 
have  occasion  to  say  anything  respecting  you  and 
your  long  career — ^to  twenty  years  of  which  I  have 
been  more  or  less  a  witness. 

"The  events  of  Europe  multiply  with  great 
rapidity,  but  it  is  difficult  to  reason  on  the  subject 
so  long  as  the  views,  conduct,  and  concert  of  their 
Hungarian  and  Prussian  Majesties  remain,  to  a 
certain  degree,  imexplained.  In  the  meantime, 
it  is  horrid  to  think  that  whatever  may  be  the 
result,  the  measure  will  probably  be  productive  of 
an  effusion  of  human  blood,  far  beyond  any 
adequate  necessity  or  interest.  Poland  might  have 
continued  half  a  century  under  the  infirmities  of 
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her  new  constitiition  without  giving   any  just 
caose  of  aneasiness  to  her  neighboois. 

**  A  measore  of  preGantion,  which  it  has  been 
thought  right  to  take  in  England  against  the  im- 
pudent and  profligate  Totaries  of  the  Jacobin 
worship,  seems  to  have  given  a  momentary  alarm ; 
bnt  our  government  does  not  feel  any  serious  un- 
easiness,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  be  confi- 
dent that  we  may  long  maintain  our  quiet  and 
prosperity ;  though  in  the  incertitude  of  human 
affairs  (of  which  we  have  lately  seen  such  marked 
and  multiplied  instances),  it  would  be  presump- 
tuous to  Tieglect  any  measure  of  vigilance. 

"Yours, 

**  AUCKLAHD." 

LOBD  AUdXAITD  TO  SIB  S.  K.  KEITH. 

«  Hoffue,  June  ISti. 

**Deab  Sib, 

"  Your  servant  arrived  at  an  early  hour 
this  morning.  I  have  allowed  him  six  or  eight 
hours  for  refreshment  Nothing  can  be  quieter 
than  England,  There  is  to  my  feelings,  great 
and  true  glory  in  the  wisdom  of  the  national 
temper  and  conduct,  amidst  the  follies  and  mad- 
nesses of  other  Tiations ;  and  I  think  it  will  be  so 
considered  hereafter,  in  the  sober  page  of  history. 
When  the  letters  came  away  all  was  quiet;  the 
three  per  cents,  were  ninety-three.  The  revenue 
was  comparatively  higher  than  ever,  and  a  small 
squadron  preparing  for  exercise  in  the  ChanneL 
As  to  foreign  politics,  you  will  have  heard  that 
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Spain  is  offering  her  mediation.  %Py  trouve  un 
petit  brin  de  radotagey  and  am  astx)nished  of  my 
old  friend,  D'Aranda.  The  suspension  of  events 
on  the  frontier  continues.  It  will  probably  be 
found  that  the  French  forces  have* been  exag- 
gerated ;  for  nothing  but  a  total  want  of  power  to 
act  can  account  for  their  not  acting. 

**  Chauvelin  is  continuing  to  pester  Lord  Grren- 
ville  with  impertinent,  ill-judged,  and  irregular 
notes.  His  object  probably  is  to  do  mischief; 
but  he  does  not  know  how  to  set  about  it.  I 
understand  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
print  a  Welsh  translation  of  the  ^Eights  of 
Man,'  for  the  edification  of  our  mountaineers. 
This  reminds  me  of  what  happened  lately  in  the 
port  of  Lisbon,  when  the  officers  of  the  Douane 
discovered,  in  a  French  vessel,  two  hogsheads  ftdl 
of  the  ^  Eights  of  Man '  in  the  Portuguese  language ! 

*^  My  very  latest  letters  from  England  give  very 
pleasant  accounts  of  the  right  temper  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  two  islands.  It  appears  highly 
probable. that  the  Empress  of  Eussia  will  adjust 
the  affairs  of  Poland  in  whatever  way  she  may 
best  like. 

'^Ever  most  sincerely  yours, 

^^AUCBXAND." 

LOBDGREirmXE  TO  SIB  B.   M.   KEITH. 

"  WhitehaU,  June  19M,  1792. 

Sib, 

*^  Your  several  dispatches  were  received 
in  due  time,  and  have  been  laid  before  the  King. 

B  H    2 
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^^  At  the  same  time  that  I  am  to  transmit  to 
you  his  Majesty's  gracious  permission  for  you  to 
return  to  England,  pursuant  to  your  request,  I 
have  it  particularly  in  command  from  his  Majesty, 
to  express  to  you  his  entire  approbation  of  the 
whole  of  your  conduct  in  the  various  important 
negotiations  entrusted  to  your  care,  in  the  course 
of  so  many  years'  residence  at  the  Court  of  Vienna. 

**I  cannot  but  lament  that  the  state  of  your 
health  should  be  such  as  to  occasion  your  retiring 
from  a  line  in  which  you  have  so  ably  distin- 
guished yourself;  and  I  shall  greatly  regret  the 
loss  of  a  minister  of  your  long  tried  abilities  and 
experience. 

"  You  will  be  at  liberty  to  set  out  from  Vienna 
as  soon  as  you  find  it  convenient;  leaving  the 
official  papers  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Stratton,  as 
his  Majest/s  Charge  d'AffaireSj  till  the  arrival  of 
the  minister  whom  his  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to 
name  to  succeed  you. 

*^  I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard.  Sir, 
"Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  GrRENVILLB." 

LORD  AUCKLAND  TO  SIR  R.  M.   KEITH. 

''Rogue,  August  13M,  1792,  8  'p,m, 

"My  dear  Sir  Eobert, 

"  Hislop,  after  being  three  days  on  the 
sea,  arrived  here  this  evening.  As  I  am  desired 
to  make  him  find  Lord  Henry  Spencer  on  his 
way,  I  send  him  by  Dresden ;  the  detour  is  not 
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great.  I  take  the  occasion  to  recommend  Lord 
Henry  to  your  friendship  and  protection.  The 
more  you  know  him  the  more  you  will  like  him  ; 
and  he  is  so  discreet^  that  you  may  talk  with 
him  in  the  fullest  confidence  without  scruple. 

*^Hislop  carries  your  credentials  to  the  new 
monarch,  that  you  may  take  leave  in  due  form. 
I  am  sincerely  sorry,  for  the  sake  and  for  the 
credit  of  the  foreign  service,  that  you  are  ceasing 
to  fill  your  part  in  it.  But  I  do  not  wonder  that 
you  wish  to  live  a  proportion  of  your  life  in  the 
enjoyment  of  respectable  tranquillity  among  your 
countrymen  and  firiends.  You  will  have  seen,  I 
believe,  four  sovereigns  during  your  ministry  at 
Vienna.  More  than  twenty  years  are  now  elapsed 
since  we  first  met,  as  men  of  business  in  Cleveland 
Row;  and  the  period  has  been  so  eventful,  that 
we  may  seem,  to  our  feelings  and  recollections,  to 
have  lived  more  than  fouiscore  years.  You  will 
leave  the  Continent  in  a  wonderful  confusion. 
With  respect  to  the  Courts  of  Berlin  and  Vienna, 
it  is  a  dispute  among  the  learned,  which  of  them 
has  duped  the  other ;  but  it  seems  to  be  generally 
agreed  that  they  were  both  duped  by  the  Empress ; 
and  I  agree  with  you  as  to  the  probability  of 
their  being  both  at  war  with  her  before  many 
years  elapse.  As  to  Poland,  its  monarch  has 
made  but  a  poor  figure  in  that  business.  I  chiefly 
regret  the  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  lives  which 
have  been  sacrificed  to  no  end. 

^^As  to  the  French  story,  it  is  now  like  the 
fiflli  act  of  a  most  interesting  tragedy;  and  I 
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wait  the  denouement  without  attempting  to  conn 
jedure  it  I  can  easily  imagine  that  the  combined 
armies  will  advance  into  the  conntry  with  more 
or  less  resistance ;  but  what  is  to  be  the  result  2 
\Miat  the  new  settlement  ?  By  whom  shall  it  be 
made — and  how  maintained?  All  this,  ^caligi- 
nosa  nocte  premit  Deus.'  • 

**  Adieu,  my  dear  Sir  Bobert;  I  cannot  write 
more  at  present.  It  was  my  wish  to  have  sent  yon 
a  long  scrawl ;  but  I  am  just  recovered  from  a 
feverishness  of  four  or  five  days,  and  am  afraid  of 
writing  much.  My  compliments  to  Mr.  Stratton* 
"  Ever  yours  most  sincerely, 

"AUCKLAKD.** 

SIB  B.  H.  KEITH  TO  LOBD  6BBNVILLE. 

"  Vienna,  SepL  lOtk,  1792. 

**Mt  Lobd, 

"The  last  ftmctions  of  my  mission  at 
this  Court  were  fulfilled  yesterday  morning  by  the 
presentation  of  his  Majesty's  letters  of  recall,  in 
my  audience  of  leave  of  both  their  Imperial 
Majesties.  I  therefore  send  back  the  messenger 
Hislop,  with  every  species  of  information  I  have 
been  able  to  collect  at  this  period,  when  doubt 
and  instability  in  the  coimcils  of  this  monarchy, 
together  with  a  dismal  succession  of  imprecedented 

*  The  political  sagacity  and  acumen  of  these  letters  wonld 
alone  have  justified  their  insertion.  Their  applicability  to  the 
present  crisis,  during  which  they  might  have  been  written,  lends 
them  a  double  interest 
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events  in  that  of  Fraaice,  render  it  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  carry  the  eye  forward,  even  to  a  very  mode- 
rate distance,  in  determining  the  direction  of 
Austrian  politics. 

^^  Of  one  interesting  circumstance  I  can  speak 
with  some  degree  of  certainty,  and  it  is  this :  — 

^*  The  character  and  principles  of  the  Emperor 
Francis,  whatever  may  hereafter  prove  the  extent 
of  their  energy  or  steadiness,  are  undoubtedly 
very  different,  and  in  some  points  almost  in  direct 
opposition  to  those  of  the  Emperor  Leopold. 

"  Either  unable  to  penetrate  so  deeply  into  the 
mysteries  of  State-crafty  or  wise  enough  to  despise 
them,  his  son  soon  made  known  his  eager  wish  to 
pursue,  if  possible,  a  plain  and  even  path  in 
politics;  little  anxious  about  his  being  deemed 
less  shrewd  than  his  father,  provided  he  could 
earn  a  reputation  of  sincerity.  I  am  not  pre- 
sumptuous enough  to  foretel  what  rank  the  Em- 
peror Francis  may  have  a  right  to  hold  ten  years 
hence  in  the  catalogue  of  wise  or  able  monarchs — 
and,  perhaps,  that  may  in  a  great  measure  depend 
on  the  virtues  and  talents  of  his  ministers* — but 
at  this  hour  he  has  not  only  the  manners  and  ex- 
pression of  ingenuous  youth  and  an  imtainted 
mind,  but  every  person,  whether  well  or  ill-dis- 
posed to  his  government,  agrees  in  praising  his 
love  of  truth  and  moral  rectitude. 

"  The  very  great  embarrassment  into  which  his 
father's  inconsistent  politics  and  rash  engagements 

*  Tnie  of  many  soyereigns,  but  especially  so  of  Francis,  and 
Prince  Mettemich. 

B  H   4 
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round  the  whole  oompassy  threw  the  young  mo- 
narch at  the  Tery  moment  of  his  aooeasioD,  whidi 
became  also  that  of  the  most  important  decision, 
can  liardlj  be  conceived. 

^'This  flilemma,  though  not  of  his  own  creating, 
taught  him  to  look  around  him  veiy  carefully  on 
every  side,  and  endeavour  to  discriminate  with 
his  utmost  ability  what  powers  were  best  able  to 
TnAJTitAin  the  equilibrium  of  Europe,  and  which 
of  them  ought  to  be  regarded  as  the  natural  firiends 
and  allies  of  Ids  House. 

*^  It  required  but  a  veiy  small  share  of  sagacity 
to  discover,  that  whoever  had  by  blunder  or  &lse 
prejudice  prevented  Austria  from  having  Great 
Britain  for  an  ally  in  the  actual  crisis,  was  highly 
blameable.  The  increasing  difficulties  of  the  war 
against  France  have  served,  progressively,  to 
strengthen  this  principle ;  and  although  the  good 
effect  of  it  may  be  far  distant,  and  that  events  of 
various  kinds  may  protract,  nay,  hasten  or  ulti- 
mately annul  its  efficacy,  I  am  not  afraid  of  mis- 
leading your  lordship,  when  I  lay  it  down  as  a 
well-founded  opinion,  that  a  future  alliance  be- 
tween bis  Crown  and  that  of  Great  Britain  is  a 
sUite  maxim,  which  took  an  early,  and,  I  hope, 
deep  root  m  the  Emperor's  mind. 

*'  I  now  proceed  to  fulfil  the  promise  I  made  to 
your  lordship  in  my  letter  of  last  Wednesday,  by 
specifying  the  exact  expressions  which  his  Imperial 
Majesty  employed,  in  speaking  of  his  sentiments 
towards  our  royal  master. 

'^  In  my  audience  on  the  2nd  instant,  I  accom- 
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panied  the  delivery  of  the  letter  in  the  King's 
handwriting,  with  those  expressions  of  his  Majesty's 
sincere  esteem  and  regard,  which  your  lordship 
had  given  me  in  charge.  The  Emperor  heard  me 
to  an  end,  and  then  replied  as  follows: — 

*^^From  the  language  you  held  to  Prince 
CoUoredo,  and  Coimt  Cobentzel,  when  you  an- 
nounced this  letter,  I  was  happy  to  learn  that  the 
King  of  England  was  well  satisfied  with  the  first 
steps  of  my  reign,  towards  himself  and  the  British 
nation.  I  hope,  by  my  future  conduct,  not  only 
to  maintain,  but  to  strengthen  that  good  opinion 
on  which  I  set  a  high  value.  I  easily  conceive 
that  situated  as  I  am,  at  present,  and  as  Great 
Britain  is,  there  may  exist,  on  the  side  of  your 
sovereign,  very  cogent  reasons  for  postponing  the 
formation  of  that  mbre  intimate  connection,  be- 
tween his  Britannic  Majesty  and  me,  which  I  pro- 
posed, and  sincerely  wished  to  accomplish.  The 
unhappy  turn  of  the  affairs  of  France  drew  me, 
unavoidably,  into  the  war  I  am  now  pursuing. 
The  calamities  which  are  daily  accumulating  on 
the  French  royal  family,  and  the  danger  of  con- 
tagion from  the  horrid  principles  which  predomi- 
nate to  the  most  violent  pitch  in  that  miserable 
coimtry,  render  it  more  and  more  necessary,  that 
I  should,  in  conjunction  with  my  allies,  exert  the 
utmost  efforts  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  and 
decisive  termination.  I  trust  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  effectuate  that  great  end  in  a  short  time ; 
and  then  I  shall  be  well  pleased  to  find  the  King 
of  England  disposed  to  evince  that  esteem  which 
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he  80  kindly  professes,  by  connecting  the  interests  , 
of  the  two  nations,  in  a  close  and  permanent 
manner.' 

*^  In  my  audience  of  leave  yesterday,  his  Impe- 
rial Majesty  again  made  use  of  expressions  of  the 
same  purport,  though  in  broken  sentences,  and 
with  less  formality.  But  he  concluded  that  sub- 
ject by  a  phrase  which  contained  a  frank  avowal 
of  an  error,  into  which  his  predecessor  had  fallen, 
and  which  he  is  desirous  to  correct 

*^  On  my  saying  that  it  had  grieved  me  to  learn 
what  had  passed  during  my  absence  at  Sistovo, 
and  that  some  one  of  Jiis  father's  subjects  had 
found  means  to  destroy  the  fairest  prospect  of 
seeing  the  two  Crowns  in  alliance — his  Imperial 
Majesty  answered  with  a  good  deal  of  emphasis — 
'  I  am  sorry  for  it  too,  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
this  country  nevei?  found  itself  so  well  as  when  it 
was  in  alliance  with  England.'  The  precise  words 
in  French  were,  ^  Je'n  suis  fachS  comme  vous ;  et 
je  suis  persuade  que  ce  pays  n'a  jamais  si  bienfait, 
que  lorsqu'il  ^tait  en  alliance  avec  vous.' 

"I  shall  not  trouble  your  lordship  with  any  detail 
of  what  the  Emperor  was  pleased  to  say  to  me  on 
my  departure;  but  it  did  me  great  honour,  and 
furnished  one  more  proof  of  the  high  esteem  in 
which  the  principles  of  a  British  subject  are  held 
at  Vienna. 

"Here  then  it  behoves  me  to  lay  down  the 
political  pen ;  but  I  shall  ever  retain  a  just  sense 
of  the  obligations  I  owe  to  my  superiors.  My 
efforts,  during  the  course  of  five-and-twenty  years 
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rin  this  line,  have  been  unquestionably  assiduous. 
It  rests  with  others  to  determine  the  degree  of 
merit  to  which  they  can,  in  justice,  lay  claim.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  re- 
gard, &c. 

"  E.  M.  K 

Anxious  as  Sir  E.  M.  Keith  had  long  been  to 
relinquish  a  situation  combining  the  necessity  for' 
an  incessant  petty  vigilance  over  the  proceedings 
of  others,  utterly  foreign  to  his  nature*,  with  a 
political  inactivity,  the  more  irksome  from  its 
contrast  with  his  late  scene  of  important  though 
troublesome  negotiation,  he  was  too  faithful  a 
servant  of  the  Crown  to  desert  his  post  at  the 
commencement  of  a  new  reign,  till  he  had  laid 
before  his  principal  a  summary,  equally  useftd 

♦  Perhaps  a  more  irrefragable  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  aboye 
assertion  can  hardly  be  found  than  in  a  short  oficial  letter  of 
this  precise  period. 

SIB  B.  M.  XJUTU  TO  IiOBD  OBBNYELLB. 

*'Vimna,Feb.  Uth,  1792.    ' 
"My  Lobd, 

"  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  along  with  your  lordship's 
dispatch,  on  Monday  last,  his  Mtgest/s  additional  instructions 
on  the  subject  of  Foreign  Secret  Service  Money ;  and  shall  not 
fail  to  pay  the  strictest  obedience  to  them  on  any  occasion  that 
might  hereafter  occuy. 

*'  In  the  meantime,  I  haye  the  satisfaction  to  assure  your  lord- 
ship, that  in  the  flve-and  twenty  years,  during  which  I  have  had 
the  honour  of  serving  his  Majesty,  in  various  foreign  missions, 
I  never  charged  a  single  shilliTig  for  Secret  Service  Money  to  the 
account  of  Goyemment. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"R.M.  Keith," 
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and  masterly,  of  the  state  resources,  poKtical,! 
financial,  and  military,  of  the  empire,  and  of  the 
supposed  disposition  and  principles  of  the  new 
monarch.  Having  discharged  this  duty  to  his 
sovereign  and  coimtry,  with  all  the  energy  and 
minuteness  of  his  first  dispatch,  twenty  years 
before,  and  all  the  results  of  that  twenty  years' 
experience  —  he  felt  at  length  at  liberty  to  con- 
sult his  own  health  and  enjoyment;  and  re- 
deem from  official  toil  the  remainder  of  a  life, 
alas  !  too  soon  to  terminate. 

Those  who  have  accompanied  (and  it  is  hoped 
not  without  feelings  of  respect  for  the  minister, 
and  partiality  towards  the  man)  the  subject  of 
these  pages  to  the  close  of  his  diplomatic  career, 
and  the  threshold  of  that  liOTne  towards  which, 
during  its  whole  period,  he  had  so  often  and 
so  fondly  looked  —  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that 
Britain  fulfilled  for  him  during  a  few  privileged 
years,  if  not  the  sanguine  visions  of  domestic 
re-union  in  Scotland,  of  which  the  death  and 
dispersion  of  most  of  his  nearest  and  dearest  for- 
bade the  realisation,  the  more  sober  anticipations 
of  friendly  enjoyment  in  the  society  of  many  of 
the  attached  comrades  and  constant  correspon- 
dents of  his  maturer  life.  His  successive  town 
residences  (in  Privy  Gardens  and  Grafton  Street) 
becaine  the  favourite  resort  of  all  such  members 
of  the  "  Gang,"  so  often  mentioned,  or  of  his 
numerous  *^  Vienna  lads,"  as  resided  in,  or  visited 
London ;  where  the  select,  yet  rkherche  dinners 
of  the  quondam  ambassador,  were  long  remem- 
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.  bered  for  the  zest  imparted  to  their  chosen  circle 
by  the  host's  unafiected  welcome,  and  unrivalled 
powers  of  conversation. 

His  love  of  green  fields  and  walking  (which 
never  deserted  him  even  during  twelve  long  years 
passed  at  one  time  within  the  walls  of  Vienna) 
found  exercise  in  summer  excursions  to  the 
country  seats,  whose  names  the  previous  corres- 
pondence has  rendered  familiar;  where  hosts  of 
Campbells  and  Drummonds,  and  Yorkes,  and 
Sebrights,  vied  with  each  other  in  welcoming  him 
to  share  their  social  enjoyments. 

There  cannot,  perhaps,  be  a  more  striking 
proof  of  his  preference  for  these,  over  all  the 
unsatisfactory  pomps,  and  hollow  courtesies,  to 
which  he  had  been  so  long  a  victim,  than  that  in 
the  last  note  extant  from  his  pen,  (written  only  a 
few  days  before  his  sudden  dissolution),  accepting 
one  of  those  friendly  invitations,  a  stipulation 
occurs,  "provided  you  have  no  great  men  or 
ministers  with  you,  for  in  truth  I  am  sick  of 
them  I"  Unsophisticated  in  character  by  a 
sojourn  in  Courts,  unchilled  in  heart  by  sixty-five 
years'  intercourse  with  the  world,  imbroken  in 
spirits  by  the  long  yoke  of  political  servitude,  it 
was  almost  in  the  exercise  of  cheerful  hospitality 
that  the  life  of  this  great  and  good  man  found  a 
characteristic  conclusion.  A  few  intimate  friends 
(among  others  Baron  Jacobi,  the  Prussian  mini- 
ster in  London,  with  whom  he  had  formed  a 
peculiar  friendship  while  filling  a  situation  at 
Vienna)  had  dined  with  Sir  E.  M.  Keith,  at  a  villa 
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he  then  occupied  near  Hammersmith;  after 
seeing  them  to  their  carriages^  he  was  struck 
down  on  his  threshold^  with  an  instantaneous 
and  fatal  effusion  of  water  on  the  chest ;  and  died 
lamented,  as  he  had  lived  beloved,  on  the  7th  of 
July,  1795. 

His  remains  were  followed  by  a  train  of  sincere 
and  friendly  mourners  to  St.  George's  Church  ;  the 
design  for  a  monumental  tablet  in  which,  to  be 
erected  by  his  sisters,  has  been  found,  but  no 
evidence  of  its  execution. 

It  may,  perhaps,  therefore,  prove  a  more  valu- 
able tribute  to  the  unquestionable  excellences  of 
Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith,  to  qi^ote,  in  character- 
ising them,  the  testimony  of  living  friendship  in 
the  person  of  an  illustrious  foreigner,  whose  own 
high  moral  worth  and  lite;rary  attainments  ren- 
dered him  every  way  qualified  to  judge  of  similar 
endowments  in  others ;  and  whose  estimate,  after 
long  and  intimate  intercourse,  of  the  character  of 
one,  his  admiration  for  whom  (says  more  than 
one  traveller)  certainly  amounted  to  enthvmasm, 
is  expressed  in  terms  to  whose  elegant  significance 
in  the  original,  a  translation  can  do  but  faint 
justice. 

The  value,  however,  of  such  a  testimony  must 
ever  depend  on  the  moral  worth  and  mental 
superiority  of  him  by  whom  it  is  borne.  The 
writer  was  Monsieur  de  Dalberg,  coadjutor,  and 
successor,  in  the  event  of  his  demise,  to  the 
Elector  of  Mayence ;  a  prelate  spoken  of  in  the 
highest  terms  by  all  who  had  the  honour  of  his 
acquaintance ;  a  privilege  procured  by  Sir  R.  M. 
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Keith  for  such  of  his  young  English  friends  as 
visited  Erfurth  or  Eatisbon,  at  both  which  places 
and  intervening  country  seats,  he  extended  to- 
wards them  a  hospitality  at  once  princely  and 
paternal.* 

Exercising  important  functions  in  the  state,  in 
familiar  and  unreserved  communication  with  the 
Emperor,  and  enjoying,  like  the  friend  he  com- 
memorates, with  pecuKar  zest  the  innocent  plea- 
sures of  society,  he  yet  found  leisure  for  the 
diligent  cultivation  of  the  mind ;  rising  at  four 
in  the  morning  to  pursue  the  severer  studies  of 
algebra  and  mathematics,  in  which  he  carried  off 
two  principal  prizes  given  by  the  Academy  of 
Munich. 

Such  was  the  man  who  (judging,  no  doubt,  of 
another  congenial  spirit  by  the  model  in  which 
Nature  had  moulded  his  own)  wrote  to  Sir  E.  M. 
Keith.  "  In  reading  the  character  of  Montrose  as 
drawn  by  Hume,  I  congratulated  myself  on  know- 
ing the  man  who  resembles  him;  whose  great 
and  noble  soul  does  honour  to  humanity ;  whose 
society  enlightens  my  understanding,  and  inspires 
in  my  heart  a  passionate  love  of  virtue.     If  ever 

*  "I  shall  always  rejoice"  ("writes  liOrd  Ancram)  "at 
having  come  to  Erfurth,  since  it  has  procured  me  the  acquain- 
tance, and  I  hope  friendship,  of  Mons.  Dalberg;  the  most 
amiable  and  respectable  of  men." — "We  hayejust  heard  (writes 
another  Englishman  to  his  family,  from  Vienna),  "  that  Mons. 
de  Dalberg  is  chosen  Coadjutor  to  the  Elector ;  which  secures 
him  the  Electorate  at  his  death.  This  has  given  the  highest 
pleasure  to  every  one  here.  Even  the  Nuncio  could  not  help 
testifying  his  joy;  although  he  kno'vs  Mons.  Dalberg  is  no 
friend  to  the  Court  of  Rome." 
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in  danger  of  faltering  in  the  path  of  duty,  I  will 
say  to  myself,  ^Remember  that  Keith  honours 
thee  with  his  friendship.' " 

In  justice  to  this  elegant  scholar  (of  whom 
one  competent  judge  writes,  ^^  Jamais  je  n'ai  vu 
d'homme  avec  des  connaissances  plus  6tendues  "), 
the  beautiful  original  eflfusion  of  friendship  must 
be  given  in  its  own  words :  —  ^*  En  lisant  le  por- 
trait de  Montrose  par  Hume,  je  me  suis  felicite  de 
connoitre  lliomme  qui  lui  ressemble ;  dont  Tame, 
vraiment  grande  et  belle  honore  lliumanit^ ; 
dont  la  soci^t^  felaire  mon  esprit^  et  passionne 
mon  ccenr  pour  la  vertUy  et  si  je  bronche  dans  le 
chemin  du  devoir,  je  me  dvraif  ^  Songez  qvue  Keith 
t'honore  de  son  amitiS ! ' " 

One  other  letter,  more  interesting  to  humanity 
than  meagre  records  of  funeral  obsequies,  wijl 
serve  to  show  the  friendship  *^  strong  in  death  "  of 
the  "  Philip  Yorke,"  whose  honourable  career  it 
had  been  for  twenty  years  its  subject's  pride  and 
pleasure  to  follow  with  approbation ;  and  whose 
last  act  of  filial  piety  to  his  deceased  Mentor,  may 
not  inappropriately  usher  in  a  similar  (and  final) 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  gifted  sister  to  whom 
the  following  was  addressed.  , 

THE  EABL  OF  HAKDWICKE  TO  MBS.   ANNE  MURRAY 
KEITH. 

"JTcw  Cavendish  Street,  November  11th,  1795. 

"  My  dear  Madam, 

"  I   take  the   earliest  opportunity  to 
acquaint  you  thatl-have  this  day  been  performing 
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the  melancholy  office  of  presenting  to  the  King 
the  insignia  of  the  Order  of  your  much  lamented 
brother,  and  my  excellent  friend  and  protector.* 
His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  say,  as  I  expected, 
many  very  handsome  things  of  Sir  Eobert ;  and 
seemed  to  speak  of  him  with  real  regret,  as  an  old 
and  faithful  servant  of  the  Crown  His  Majesty 
expressed  himself  with  much  kindness,  and  I  am 
sure  with  equal  truth,  in  respect  of  his  talents  and 
character.  He  agreed  most  perfectly  in  what  I 
ventured  to  add,  as  my  opinion,  .that  he  was  one 
of  the  few  persons  in  this  island,  who  possessed 
a  complete  and  general  knowledge  of  foreign 
countries,  and  to  whom,  for  instance,  so  incon- 
siderable a  person  as  myself,  could  resort  for  in- 
formation upon  all  subjects  of  that  description. 

^^  In  my  answer  to  his  Majesty's  inquiries  (which 
are  always  minute  upon  occasions  where  he  takes 
an  interest,  as  well  as  his  memory  and  information 
accurate)  I  told  him  that  the  care  of  a  little  girl, 
of  about  eight  years  of  age  f,  had  devolved  upon 
you.  ^  Well ! '  said  the  king,  ^  it  will  be  fortimate 
for  the  child.  She  is  a  very  sensible  woman.' 
This   compliment  to    you,    and   some  inquiries 

♦  The  peculiar  circumstances,  under  which,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected, these  insignia  had  been  originally  conferred,  must  have 
awakened  in  the  royal  mind,  long  dormant,  and  touching  recol- 
lections. 

t  The  Editor  of  the  present  work ;  whose  filial  gratitude  to 
the  admirable  "guide  of  her  youth,"  will  find  more  elo- 
quent expression  in  the  following  exquisite  letter.  If  the 
"condolence  of  a  King"  have  power  to  soothe  sorrow,  how 
much  more  the  appreciation  of  a  Scott/ 
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respecting  Lady  Hardwicke's  relationship  to  your 
family,  concluded  the  conversation. 

^*  Though  melancholy  ideas  are  excited  by  such 
details,  yet  I  thought  it  would  not  be  disagreeable 
to  you  to  receive  them,  while  fresh  in  my  recol- 
lection. There  is  a  melancholy  pleasure  in 
reflecting  that  the  object  of  one's  particular 
sorrow,  is  m  generally  as  justly  regretted ;  and 
though  there  is,  in  truth,  no  more  real  weight  in 
the  condolences  of  a  king,  than  in  those  of  another 
person,  the  habits  of  the  world  make  one  attach  a 
value  to  them>  which  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel ; 
and  in  this  particular  instance,  I  consider  it  not 
only  as  the  civil  speech  of  a  sovereign,  but  of 
a  very  worthy  man,  who  had  opportunities  of 
knowing  the  valuable  parts  of  the  ch&acter  which 
was  the  object  of  it.  In  speaking  of  the  know- 
ledge of  foreign  countries,  his  Majesty  said  many 
civil  things  of  my  uncle>  Lord  Dover;  and  in 
that  respect,  he  joined  him  with  your  brother  in 
the  same  class* 

"  Believe  me  ever,  dear  Madam,  very  sincerely, 
"  Your  obliged  and  affectionate  servant, 

"  Hardwicke." 

sir  walter  scott  to  the  honourable  mrs. 

LINDSAY. 

"  Edinburffh,  June  ISih,  1818. 

"  Dear  Mrs.  Lindsay, 

"I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge, 
with  sincere  and  grateful  thanks,  your  kind  letter 


THE   fiOMANCE   OF  DIPLOMACT.  483 

accompanying  a  curious  and  valuable  antique 
ring,  as  a  memorial  of  our  late  excellent  friend, 
Mrs.  Murray  Keith.  Nothing  could  have  been 
more  acceptable  to  me  than  such  a  token  of 
remembrance,  for  I  held  very  dear  the  place 
which  she  allowed  me  in  her  esteem  ;  and  it  was 
not  the  less  valuable  to  me  that  I  owed  it  as  much 
to  her  kind  pariiiality  in  favour  of  a  friend,  as  to 
her  judgment,  which  was  too  correct  to  have 
ranked  me  so  highly  as  an  author. 

^^  We,  who  have  so  much  longer  than  the  ordi- 
nary period  of  human  life,  enjoyed  the  society  of 
this  excellent  woman,  and  who  can  never  know 
any  one  who  can  be  to  iw  what  she  was^  and  can- 
not but  reflect  upon  her  virtues,  her  talents,  her 
exquisite  elasticity,  and  at  the  same  time  kindness 
of  disposition^  must  always  hold  everything  sacred, 
that  is  connected  with  her  memory ;  as  one  who 
lived  among  us  with  the  recollections  of  a  former 
generation,  yet,  with  all  the  warmth  of  heart,  and 
clearness  of  intellect,  which  enabled  her  to  enter 
into  the  events,  and  interests  of  our  own*  I  never 
knew  any  one  whose  sunset  was  so  enviably  serene ; 
and  such  was  the  benevolence  of  her  disposition, 
that  one  almost  thought  Time  respected  a  being 
so  amiable ;  and  laid  his  hand  upon  her  so  gradu- 
ally, that  she  reached  the  extremity  of  age,  and 
the  bowl  was  broken  at.  the  cistern  before  she 
experienced  either  the  decay  of  her  organs,  or  of 
her  excellent  intellect.  The  recollection  of  her 
virtues  and  her  talents  is  now  all  that  remains  to 
us ;  but  it  will  be  a  valued  treasure  to  all  who 
shared  her  esteem. 
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"  Amid  the  fortunate  circumstances  of  our 
Mend's  life,  it  was  not  the  least  that  she  had 
around  her  in  the  evening  of  her  days,  relatives 
on  whom  the  kindly  affections  in  which  she  in- 
dulged could  be  so  worthily  bestowed;  and  in 
bequeathing  her  mortal  reiilains  to  the  chapel  at 
Balcarres,  she  laid  them  to  rest  amongst  those 
who  were  deservedly  most  dear  to  her,  and  by 
whom  the  bequest  will,  I  am  sure,  long  be  re- 
garded with  affectionate  veneration. 

*^Once  more,  dear  Mrs.  Lindsay,  accept  my 
grateful  thanks  for  a  favour,  of  which  I  am  most 
sincerely  sensible.  I  intend  to  have  the  ring 
adjusted  to  my  finger,  and  to  put  the  name  of  the 
former  proprietor  upon  the  circle ;  that  those  who 
may  succeed  to  it  hereafter,  may  value  it  accord- 
ingly. Mrs.  Scott  joins  me  in  requesting  to  be 
respectfully  remembered  to  Mr.  Lindsay  on  his 
return,  and  to  all  the  family  at  Balcarres. 

"  Believe  me,  with  much  respect,  dear  Madam, 
"  Your  much  obliged,  and  most  faithful 
humble  servant, 

^*  Walteb  Scott." 


THE   END. 
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